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Dr. Joanne Carter: Welcome to the October 2016 [Global] Poverty webinar. Just a moment we will hear from a very special guest, Representative Donovan from Staten Island. I want to first celebrate our victories in the last month. Before all of that, I want to say that our thoughts are with our friends in Haiti who have been affected by the hurricane.

I want to take a moment to acknowledge, since we were on this call last month I was at the replenishment conference of the global fight to end AIDS in Montreal in September. That replenishment target for the next three years was $13 billion. The outcome was just over 12.9 billion, and we are not done yet. That is a testament to the work and advocacy you have all done. I think it is important to say that this pledging conference was not just a formality, was not just people showing up. The Canadian government including Prime Minister Trudeau and the Secretary of State were all actively working to reach out to other governments who have not yet pledged. In Montreal we stated that we are committed to ending these epidemics.

I want to share two things from that. I got to spend time with Mark Dybul, and he said that your folks rock. People in Parliament and in Congress care about what folks back home say. I got to meet with the State Department and thank them, and they said that they were very aware and grateful for the work that was done to build congressional support and the media. That is what it will take to make it possible for the US to keep working on this. Also, to be even more ambitious on this. 

We have now cracked 200 cosponsors on the Reach Every Mother and Child Act. Your efforts on cosponsors and the committees will really get this bill enacted into law. I love the story from North Carolina and the work to get Representative Holding to support the Reach Act. They found out that the congressman was friendly and warm. There was lots of persistence from Lindsay and others to make sure that was followed through on. He just recently came on that bill. It is a wonderful example of persistence and commitment.

Now I want to turn over to our wonderful grassroots leader Joanne [Didato] in Staten Island who joins us with her member of Congress. I want to say personally representative that we are very thank you for your leadership and support on every issue we have worked on this year. I want to give Joanna a moment to introduce you.  

Joanne: Congressman Donovan was elected from Staten Island and Brooklyn in a special election in 2015. He became a father around that time. Much of what we do is about saving babies and children. I have never worked with someone who became a supporter and advocate so quickly. I am proud to have him as a congressman and a partner to ensure the end of preventable child death.

Rep. Donovan: Thank you, you read that just as I wrote it. I am so proud of the success you have had. You just heard about Congressman Holding, who came on board. It did not take too many moments for him to join once he spoke with you. I was elected on May 5, and a week later my baby came along and changed my entire world outlook. I have not met too many people who does not have worthwhile issue. Whether it is poaching, people have come with various issues. I have never had someone come to speak about something that was not worthwhile in some way. But when Joanne came and said that there are babies dying around the world from diseases that are preventable, I thought about our Yellow Rose. She has made every pediatrician visit, we have the cell phone number of her pediatrician, and on that same day I learned of children who do not have those same abilities, many of whom do not have drinking water. We have an obligation to do things for those who are less fortunate than us. You have to learn to count in Washington, and the count is now up to 201. We need 17 more people. I want to thank all of you for what you do. I get paid for what I do, all of you volunteer. It is commendable, God will be good to you and your families.

A lot of you think that perhaps you are not getting through. I assure you that that may happen with some people, but not the majority of the members of Congress. Please knock on doors, let's get over the 218 mark.

Dr. Carter: That was perfectly said. I had tears in my eyes when you are speaking. I think that is what this is about. This is not just numbers, it is the head and the heart. I will open it up now. You can either ask a question in the chat window, or maybe you can take off and unmute the lines to allow people to ask a question. You can ask questions in the chat window, or ask them yourself.

Question: How do you describe how development assistance keeps us safer to colleagues and assistants?  

Rep. Donovan: One of the ways to stabilize a nation is to give them the resources that they need. That protects the security of our own nation. We are a compassionate nation. When there is a hurricane, or an earthquake that hits Haiti, we run there with supplies and with people power. We are really helping ourselves, it provides greater stability. I am the chairman of the terrorism and natural disaster subcommittee. My other subcommittee is global health, which affects Matthew. Part of the aid is global health.

Question: What is the best way to get a congressman's attention?

Rep. Donovan: we heard about the volunteers from North Carolina who had to go five times before seeing George. Once they saw George, he was on board. I think the best thing is persistence. Sometimes it is draining, sometimes it is time-consuming. Sometimes you get excited because after three meetings the representative says that they will be there. Then you find that he had to run to a vote, or had to go meet with the FBI director. You often think that is fruitless, and it is. I am not the example of it, [Rep.] Holding is. I am not degrading or demeaning any of the efforts made by staff, I am sure that they reach [Rep. Holding] on those previous meetings to tell him what the volunteers were for and what they advocated for. It wasn't until they met him that they got it done. You have to a face-to-face. You want to see the representative. They are the ones that make the ultimate decision. I don't know who can look you in the eye as you come and present what is happening others in children throughout the world and say that it is not a worthy cause. They are the only ones that can make the decision. The chief of staff cannot, a legislative director cannot.

Question: What will it take for the Reach Act to move through committee or directly to the House?

Rep. Donovan: it will have to move through committee to get to the floor. A lot of our issues begin on my subcommittee, and after that go to foreign affairs, and then go to the floor for a vote. You don't need 218 sponsors to get out of the committee. I have been in Congress now for 16 months. It is rare to be a co-sponsor and not vote for it.

But you do not need 218 to get it on the agenda. The leader decides what gets onto the floor for the vote. We are all home until after the election. We will go back to Congress on November 14 for one week. The following week is Thanksgiving, we will be back in our districts. After the Thanksgiving break we will go four straight weeks until Christmas. The number one things on the agenda are getting a budget done. The speaker has made criminal justice reform a priority. I think that will take up most of the time. Our legislation will be kicked over. During that time period, we are concentrating on other things. Get to see your representative. Go see your representative.

Question: What would you say is the compelling argument for Republican members who may be on the fence about the bill? What is the most effective thing we can do to encourage Chairman Royce of the foreign affairs committee to move the Reach Act?  

Rep. Donovan: I have found the most persuasive way is to show how it affects them and their constituents. There is a bill for September 11 for those workers who are now developing cancer and dying from diseases related to their heroics. Two members of Congress were holding up that spending bill. I had my staff find out how many people are in there can rational district that would benefit from the fund. One had only eight members. They were probably transplanted New Yorkers. It is the humane thing to do, it is the right thing to do. Get the members at home to see how important this is, and how it affects them.

Ken Patterson: On the Reach Every Mother and Child Act, we have surpassed 200 sponsors. We have other commitments to cosponsor the bill. They did not get in before Congress went off the session. There are 73 Republicans, so you have done a fantastic job of getting sponsors. 9000 pieces of legislation were introduced in the house this year. Only about 50 have this number of cosponsors. This is unprecedented for the work we have done on legislation. The only similar piece is the gold medal for Dr. Mohammed a few years back. We are focused on moving the bill this year.

This is a critical recess time to be doing this. We have a couple windows to get face-to-face meetings from now until the election. They want to talk to constituents, so take advantage of that. I want to point out that the work of trying to get members to speak to Representative Royce is working. We have heard that he is hearing about moving the Reach Act this year. You have cosponsors, and media, and that is the best position to get him to do some[thing]. 

Lisa Marchal: Hello, everyone. Welcome to the October Grassroots Cafe. We have a lot cooking. We are celebrating because the advocacy you have done is great. Those of you who can see the graphic on the webinar, just think about this. What has happened with the global fund work? This is a cornerstone campaign for us. The US pledged up to 4.3 billion. 62 letters to the editor, 14 op ads, 7 editorials. This is extraordinary. 
We want to shift from campaigns to fundraising. This is a way to get the message out about the incredible possibilities for the world that we are working on. The virtual Thanksgiving feast is the final fundraising campaign. I like to do it because some people who give because of their connection to me who live across the country would not be able to come to a local event. They stay tied together via the Internet. This will be November 14 through the 24th. Save the date, there will be a kickoff call. If you want a quick over all of the resources and the support, Thursday night at 8:30 PM. If you want to reach out to the development team and say that you are on board, email development@results.org. 
Carly Pildis: I want to talk about candidate engagement. A lot of you are having public events in the neighborhood, and it is a great opportunity to get out there and get your message across in a face-to-face dynamic way. These can be easy to find because candidates want a full room. Sign up for the email lists. Town halls, photo ops, meet and greets are great. Go with friends. That is the best way to make sure that you get a couple questions and will make it more fun and exciting. Step three is to make a plan, look at the format and think about the best way to get face time with the member. Make sure that you ask a yes or no question.

Don't sit together if you go in a group. Make sure that you sit apart so you have a better chance of being drawn on. Don't over dress. Think about local PTA or Rotary meetings.  Make sure that you sit on an aisle. Make sure that it is easy to hand you a microphone. Think of Hermione Granger, and how she raises her hand. Look friendly. They will think that you are a great supporter and raise their hand for you. Always ask for campaign stickers. Look like a fan girl, like you are super into it.

Walk up with a handshake line. When you shake their hand, do not let go of their hand until they answer your question. It is subtly aggressive, but very effective because it is hard to walk away while you are holding their hand. It is a great time for face time. The last question is what to do after you have asked your question. Talk to campaign staff. It is a great chance to build relationships. Talk to the policy staff about giving out a letter to the editor. It is a great time to talk to journalists. They want to talk to someone engaged, and that will help you publish. Lastly, please take a moment to fill out a lobby report form. Let us know how it went. Go out and have fun.

Lisa Marchal: In light of that, what have you accomplished with meeting members of Congress? Whether it was a town hall or something else. Here's what you have reported: 538, that we know of. We rely on your self-reporting for that figure. To know when these meetings have happened and what transpired. Take advantage of the recess and do the course, so we can keep that number climbing.

October 12 is [an introductory call] that is casual, if you have anyone who has a question. Have them contact us, our fantastic staff will be there you can contact abeals@results.org if you have questions. We are continuing our series focusing on growing the troop strength so that we can execute the global health campaign. Contact me if you would like more information. Our founder is doing a doing a fall book club.  You can find the book on Amazon, the dates will be on the weekly update or on the slides. October 25, November 15, and December 14. Please do mark down those dates.

Mark Campbell: we will soon have a new Congress and president to work with. 90% of people who feel that there is more poverty. In the world will not likely take action, unless we can reach them. Host an outreach event. Schedule the outreach date. Right now is a great time to plan the event. Make sure you follow up until you have a yes or a no. You'll find sources for outreach events. I would like to invite Michael to talk about this.  

Michael Chisti: We supported a tuberculosis event in association with the National TB Controllers Association. We first entertained this earlier this year. They are based out of Atlanta, so we decided to work with them. We decided to start. In August we had two calls or so per week. We have pasted and passed out flyers around campuses and public spaces. We wrote to various organizations like medical schools etc.

Now we will talk about the laser talk. Carolyn will play the role of inviter, and I will be the invitee. In the first I will be very willing, and in the second I will be more hesitant.
Carolyn Prouty: Hi, Mark, I'm glad you have a minute to talk. I have been telling you about my advocacy for a while. I am really excited for everything we have achieved. I know that you have a strong interest in poverty. Most people have no idea that we have cut global poverty in half in recent decades. We have saved your millions of children's lives.  Most people think it has gotten worse, but that is not true. With the other RESULTS groups across the country, we mobilize people in the media and administration to support the global funds plan to save 8 million lives over the next three years. We have Democrats and Republicans working together on the Reach Act, a bill that will help and needless mother and child death by 2025. We have more support than 99% of the bills in Congress. I wish people knew how the parties were working together to save lives, you do not hear about it so much on CNN or Fox. We have an event coming up, will you be able to attend? It is on September 1.

Mark Campbell: I was looking for something to do, sign me up I'm looking forward to it. This time I will be more hesitant about coming.

Carolyn: Hi Mark, I'm glad we have a minute to talk. I've been hearing about the work we have been doing for quite a while. I know that you have an interest in poverty as well. Most people don't have an idea that we have cut global poverty in half in recent decades. We have saved millions of children lives. Most people think poverty has gotten worse, which is in true. Just this group we have made a huge step forward. All across the country, we mobilize Congress, the media, the administration to support the Global fund plan to save 8 million lives over the next years. We also have Democrats and Republicans working together on the Reach Act to help. And needless maternal and child deaths by 2035. We have an amazing 201 sponsors on the bill, more support than 99% of bills in Congress. Will you come on the first event?

Mark Campbell: That sounds great but I have to check my calendar I'm not sure.

Carolyn Prouty: I know how that is, I sometimes look at Mike calendar and it is hard to fit things in. When I leave these events I'm so glad that I did not miss them. I would love if you could make it, when can I follow-up to see if you can be there?

Mark Campbell: let's talk again on Monday night and will I will check my calendar. Thank you Carolyn for joining me, and for following up with me I want to remind you to practice this laser talk. Make a list of 10 people to invite to the event.  This is the end of our time, and as I close we have some final reminders. First take advantage of the long Congressional recess. To get in touch with candidates, make sure to get in touch with the candidates. We have resources available online. Finally, celebrate. Don't forget to enter the number of people in your room, and now I will unmute the lines we can say happy October.

