Congrats on publishing media! Now, send it

directly to your lawmaker...

You did the hard work of authoring and submitting a piece of original media on a RESULTS

issue. It got published! (Amazing!) Already this makes a huge difference. You can also

guarantee targeted impact with your member(s) of Congress by sending it their way.

Bonus: sending it also establishes and strengthens your relationship with the congressional

office. Here are some steps and examples to help:

1.

Figure out who you will send the piece to. If you have a personal connection (and
email contact) for the congressional staffer(s) who cover the issue you wrote about,
send it their way. If not, it's worth looking around to see if issue-specific staffer
emails are available on the Internet. Otherwise, it's also impactful to send your piece
with a note through a general contact form or email address.

Draft a note to accompany the piece. The note’s messaging can basically be
what you would say in a lobby meeting. If you know the staffer you're sending it
to personally, draft messaging that taps into that connection. If you don’t know
them, send the messaging and media piece according to what you want the
member of Congress to hear (just like lobbying!). If you've published other pieces in
the last year or so, it pays to mention that as well (to show local media interest in
anti-poverty issues). Below are possible examples.

If you know the staffer
Hello again, [name]!

Great to see you last month at the meeting with my RESULTS group! | wanted to
follow up by sending along this letter to the editor | wrote (see below) that [the
newspaper name] just published. As we discussed in the meeting, it focuses on
protecting nutrition for young kids and parents by funding WIC in the Fiscal Year
2026 budget.

This is the third time this year I've been published locally about this issue, and it
shows that it's resonating across the Rep/Senator’s constituency. Our RESULTS
group would welcome speaking with you again soon about this if that's helpful.
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RESULTS appreciates connecting with you about the Rep/Senator’s actions to
protect nutrition programs like WIC. Thank you so much!

[link to the piece, gift link if possible]

[copy and paste in the text of the piece]

If you don't know the staffer (or are sending to a general email)
Hello, Rep./Senator [name] and team!

I'm a constituent in [state/district] and a member of the local chapter of the anti-
poverty group, RESULTS. | wanted to write to let you know [the newspaper name]
recently published my letter to the editor calling for a strong U.S. investment in the
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (see below). Ending preventable
and treatable disease worldwide is a core issue for RESULTS and for our community.

Here in [state/city], we know global health is also local health, which is why the
newspaper published my letter. This is the second piece of media of mine that a
local paper has published on this issue!

It would be great to connect our RESULTS group with the Rep/Senator (and/or staff)
to talk more about maintaining U.S. leadership on global health and the Global
Fund.

[link to the piece, gift link if possible]

[copy and paste in the text of the piece]

Double-check that you included the hyperlink to the piece and copy-pasted in
the text of the piece. Copy and paste the hyperlink to your piece in the online
version of the media outlet that published you. This is important because the
hyperlink shows that you were indeed published. The staffer could visit it if they
choose. Also, including the text of the piece ensures that the staffer can read your
message. (Many staffers are wary of clicking outside links and/or the piece could be
behind a paywall.)
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4. Send it off and file a media report to let RESULTS know! Here at RESULTS, we
track the media that we publish! This helps us understand our impact. (It also helps
us showcase our impact to possible funders to sustain the work.) After you send
your piece to your lawmaker, please let us know about your media success using
our Media Reporting Form. Thank you!

5. Get the word out in other ways. Share your letter with your local RESULTS group
members and action network. Encourage them to write a response to keep the
conversation going. If you are active on social media, post your letter on those
platforms. Urge your friends to respond and share! Finally, if you are part of the
RESULTS listserv, please share your letter with fellow volunteers. They will celebrate
your success and you might inspire someone to write their own letter! (If you want
to join the RESULTS listserv, email your request to grassroots@results.org.)
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