RESULTS July Global Poverty National Webinar

Saturday, July 8, 2017 

Dr. Joanne Carter: Welcome everyone to the RESULTS Global Poverty webinar for July 2017.  I hope that most of you have seen the piece by Mr. Bornstein that came out on July 1st.  If you haven't seen it, it leads with the work of RESULTS.  David Bornstein is a journalist committed to problems, as well as solutions, which is why I think he was inspired by your work.  He noted the work we did in the First 100 days.  [Reading:  If you're looking to. . .]  

I spoke with David for half an hour, and he didn't quote me.  He cited what you've done and the results, because it's a powerful example of what you do every day.  I think the article does a great job of highlighting the important and unique role you play, as well as the skills you have.  Having enough knowledge and putting in the time to understand congressional processes and driving big goals in the world.  

If you haven't done it already, I encourage you to share this article with all the people you want to get results.  Get yourselves invited to share your skills.  It's kind of the unique skills of experience and skills.  

People are hungry to make an impact on the political process.  That is what it will take to achieve our goals by 2030.  Really use this piece to drive your attention.  

From you coming to Washington for the conference, there isn't a better time to convince the grassroots . . . to come.  I can't wait to see you 2 weeks from today at that conference and really strategize together on bills that will impact hundreds of millions of people.  

Some of you can't make it to DC.  If you are still considering it, I encourage you to come.  Scholarship money can make a difference.  I came to my first RESULTS conference as a volunteer.  It's clear it changed my life because this is my 25th year on staff.  

If you can't come to DC, there are lots of ways to impact the difference you can make.  Mark will talk about letters in the conference and other ways to get involved.  

I want to share some fundraising information.  What we are doing right now is so key for the work to move to all 50 states and get more people involved.  We have more people coming to us than we can keep up with.  It's real and a challenge.  We want to help you be successful in your lobbying.  

Last month I came to you about a donor who offered $1000 match up to $25k for every member who signed up in June.  I am thrilled to announce we blew that out of the water and had 25 monthly donors sign up.  It's $15k in support.  We still have monthly sponsors coming in.  Thank you for making that possible.  

I want to let you know about a new campaign called Leaders for Action Challenge.  We began to reach out to people in our network and to people who might be interested in this campaign.  Our goal is to find 10 people who will donate $10k each to create $100k matching pool, which we can do more giving with across our network.  I'm pleased to say 5 people have stepped up to join the campaign.  

The power of this campaign will come from the inspiration of these donor people, and new people, to increase their giving or to start giving.  $25 and $25k all make a difference.  We are working together to end extreme poverty.  

The power of this organization is our network.  I want to see if you can find the next 5 donors for this campaign.  You can see more information on our website and find out why other people became leaders for action.  Some of you might of people in mind, but maybe you don't.  Talk to them and see if they might be inspired to give in this moment, and triple that impact that would help build our network.  

Thanks for thinking of that.  You can be in touch with Caitlin Van Orden.  

I'm pleased to hand over the webinar to Beth Wilson, who will introduce two people in the grass roots movement.  These people play a huge role in our grass roots movement.  They are also my boss.  I'm grateful and thrilled that we have a great group of candidates.  Please listen to them and vote so that we can plan successful results.  

Beth Wilson:  Thank you.  I'd like to say congratulations.  We celebrate something every year, and this year we celebrate you.  Congratulations to you and to 25 years.  

It's my great pleasure and honor to present the four candidates who have stepped forward to fill the two seats with the board of directors.  This is an opportunity for people to present the grass roots.  There are lots of meetings, subcommittees, and other works to do.  It's very active.  These folks know that and have stepped forth anyway.  They will work hard on behalf of the rest of you.  

I want to thank them for running, and I also want to thank the staff who facilitated and made sure the campaign and election goes well.  A huge thanks to Jesse, Ken, and Colin for helping this work well.
Voting starts today right after this call is over.  On your screen and in emails that will be sent out is the Survey Monkey where you vote.  You can vote for 2 people because there are two vacancies.  One of the vacancies is filled by Cynthia [Changyit Levin], and the other is filled by Vanessa [Garcia].  

The bylaws require we have at least one domestic and global volunteer.  Currently, we have a nice balance.  I'm pleased we have that, and that there are two people running for this position.  We will be okay with meeting the bylaws.  

If you will attend the International Conference I recommend you don't vote until you go, because you will have an opportunity to meet all these candidates in person.  You will understand what is motivating them and get a sense of who they are.  Voting will occur at that conference.  I recommend waiting to vote if you are attending.  

They provide the pictures that you see on the screen right now, and they all have a statement of intent if they serve on the board.  Those are posted on our website.  Links will be in blogs.  We are doing everything to make sure you know what's going on.  

Instead of having [candidates] speak at the International Conference, we have asked them to create videos so that we can post the online, and you can see them speaking online.  If you're not at the International Conference, you will still have an opportunity to hear them speak.  

Simona came in a little late, so that will be posted on Monday.  The rest are already up and available.  

In order to vote, you must be a volunteer.  You will be able to vote for 2 candidates.  You can't vote for the same one twice.  I think that's what you need to know regarding the election and how it will work.  

I'd like to turn the talking over to the candidates, who will give a 90-second introduction.  

Willie Dickerson: Yes.  Greetings [grassroots] members.  I'm grateful to volunteer for this position.  My goal is to create our shared vision of a world free from hunger and poverty where every child lives past their 5th birthday, has an education, and grows up with opportunities.  I am in a group with domestic leanings.  We are always working to create better relationships for congress.  I am part of the Washington expansion team, and work hard.  I bring a sense of urgency, humor, tenacity, and a strong work ethic I learned from my parents.  I'm a team player, and I love a challenge.  What a better one than ending world hunger.  Please consider voting for me.  

Gerry Fairbrother:  I'm pleased to run for this position.  Two years ago, I retired and moved from DC to New Mexico.  I found the Santa Fe RESULTS group.  I use my background as a candidate.  In my career, I was involved in global policies and the way it affects people's health.  I began to look at poverty.  If elected, I hope to use my background in health and policies to support the Results mission.  I speak Spanish and am part of a Hispanic family.  I'm active in immigrant issues.  I'm not Hispanic myself, but my family says I am Hispanic in my soul.  It would be a great honor to serve as a board member in this important organization.  

Steven McGee:  Hello.  I am honored to be included in this group.  I think everyone is more qualified than me, but I believe we are all as motivated.  I am for the working poor, whether it's in the United States or abroad.  I grew up in New Orleans and I'm committed to making a difference.  I was in the military and I know the effects of poverty.  I have been a [can't hear] and we have been involved in domestic issues.  

I'd like to tell you what I would do if elected.  Louisiana's population is 73% [inaudible.]  I will travel around the state and country and help those not yet informed about their political power.  I will make sure there will be [inaudible.]  I love the passion of RESULTS and I would endeavor to sustain it at the grassroots level.  I would also further the support of group leaders and make sure they have the tools to support their team's visions.  Thank you.  

Simona Combi:  Thank you so much.  Thank you for your patience with me logging in.  My name is Simona Combi.  I am a communication professional at a research organization in DC.  We focus on vulnerable populations.  That includes people in poverty.  My motivation is that poverty is the thing I care most about in this country.  I think there's 33% of kids living in poverty.  That should be a national outrage.  The fact that there's no national alarm about this is unconscionable to me.  I am delighted to see so many people passionate about ending this in some way.  I am running for the board because I have been involved in policy issues most of my career.  I can bring my knowledge as a board member, and I connect with people and finding new ideas to get more support from our members of congress and expanding it more.  I'm passionate and hope to work with you.  

Beth Wilson: Those are our four wonderful candidates.  I don't know how we will choose.  I encourage you to vote and that people review their materials online, including their bios, intents, and videos.  If you're coming to DC, wait until you can meet these people and get a better sense of them.  

Mark Campbell:  Yes.  Hi everyone.  It's great to be here.  Let's take a few minutes to think of how we can play a role in the conference, both people there and at home.  The May and June action sheets have been focused on gathering letters.  This is a great opportunity to reach out to friends and family, and encouraging them to write a letter about what matters to you.  We have awards set up that we will talk about later about the letters you bring to the conference.  

You can arrange to join meetings remotely from a conference line, or bringing your own device and connecting through Skype.  You can pitch to the local media.  People are eager to find out how we are engaging with democracy.  You can tell people in your community about your engagement with congress and your trip to DC.  

Here is the chart that discusses how powerful your visits are to Congress.  [on screen.]  The letters can be very powerful in shaping congress' decisions.  [on screen.]  I look forward to seeing all those different color pins at the conference.  

Please give us a shout out on social media.  We have some sample tweets here.  [on screen.]  You can use #voices4RESULTS.  There is still time to register.  

Dress should be business attire.  Of course, bring comfortable shoes because it can be a lot of walking.  Think airport style for security.  You can bring umbrellas, but bring other things at home.  DC weather can be unpredictable.  I find the conference rooms to be chilly, so I bring a sweater.  

After the conference, you can share your experience.  It's great to engage people in the community and let them know about your experience.  While you're here in DC, grab a scheduler and set up August meetings for your district.  Pitch the results of your trip to your local papers using our media advisory.  

You can find all these resources.  [on screen.]  Click on resources and that will take you to a page for a lot of resources.  
http://www.results.org/skills_center/2017_results_international_conference_resources/
Ken Patterson:  Thanks Mark.  I appreciate you talking about how everyone can participate in the International Conference.  This is an all hands-on deck moment for everyone.  This will really be required -- I'm going to turn that off because I want to look people in the eye.  

It's what's required to advance and protect the work we're doing on poverty.  We need more activists.  Given what's at stake when we go to Washington, I want to challenge everyone to make the most of the opportunity, build the relationships with congress, and move them into action.  I think it will really require something different of us.  We all get into habits after a while.  We're a break through organization, but we get into habits.  It's easy to say, "my [member of] Congress supports these things, so this will be easy and they will do it" or "my member of Congress never takes action, so I'm not going to do that."  But there are extraordinary times and threats to what we're trying to do.  

We really need to give our supportive members of Congress pause, because they seem too bold even for someone who supports our issues.  We want to push them outside their comfort zone in terms of how bold they will be in our poverty agenda.  We want them to become advocates, leaders, and champions.  Our task should not be easy, even for supporters.  

For members of Congress that don't seem to care or act, we need to reach them in their heads and hearts, and let them know there are republicans and democrats who care about this, and implore them to act on poverty.  We should come at them from every angle and channel of influence we can, and provide an opportunity to act on this issue.  

We will eventually get people to do something.  We will have great entry-level information for those people.  

We will do some sharing in a second.  I want to acknowledge that major struggles are rarely won by doing what's ordinary or letting the status quo stay in place.  That relates to our members of congress.  This will require some breakthrough action and thinking.  

I want to unmute our lines and have you share some breakthroughs you are using to help yourself, as well as ways to act in Washington DC.  

Cathy Lyons-Spar:  I can hear me.  Hi guys.  I'm Cathy and I have been going to the International Conference for 27 years consecutively.  I've never missed any.  What I want to envision this year is a little different.  Ken, you put it very well.   We have many meetings face-to-face with our members.  I'm not just picturing me and my group, but all of us having conversations leaving our members feeling the urgency and the necessity of what we do and needs to be done by them.  We aren't blaming the Administration for this.  It's their budget, and we are looking for them to make a difference in this personally.  

Ken Patterson:  Thanks for that, Cathy.  Who else has something they'd like to share?  

Andy Clarke:  This is Andy Clarke in Tacoma.  I don't like sending out letters or emails to people I haven't talked to in a long time, and then asking them to do something.  But that's exactly what I did when asking senators to oppose the upcoming health bill, both globally and domestically.  I heard back from someone in Arkansas who talked to congress.  That has driven me to do it more often.  That's all I wanted to say.  

Ken Patterson:  I think that's excellent, Andy.  Reaching out to people who we don't feel reaching out to -- people need to hear from us.  That's great.  

Who else has some breakthrough they're working for?  

Gail Dolson:  I've been coming to the international meeting for 20 years.  What I'm looking to do is have her jump in to be a champion for our causes.  She is really committed to the domestic end, but I want to engage her in the global side of poverty, and have her step right up to the plate.  It's pretty exciting and a little scary.  

Ken Patterson:  That's great, Gail.  You have a new member of Congress and a new senator.  You can ask her right out of the gate to do new things.  That's marvelous.  

Amy Robinson:  This is Amy Robinson from Spokane.  I wanted to say that Spokane has a new RESULTS member.  Her name is Jenny.  She's an FFCC student.  She is excited and ready to work with RESULTS.  She's excited on the global poverty end.  She has given our group a renewed sense of motivation and inspiration.  We're ready to tackle what needs to be done in congress.  

We are both listening in on the call in Starbucks.  We are getting ready to send our letters over to DC.  

Ken Paterson:  Excellent.  Thank you.  We need more letters.  

Who else is working through breakthrough?  

David Ehrenkrantz:  This is David in Philadelphia.  We set up a face-to-face with [can't hear.]  He couldn't be here face-to-face in March, even though he was scheduled for Trump's [?].  We will talk with him for 45 minutes on Tuesday.  He is brand new to the House.  I have talked in town meetings that he held here.  He's very open to working with us.  He openly admits he has a lot to learn about each of the issues, global and domestic.  We are going to do our homework and hopefully enlighten him.  

Ken Patterson:  Thank you.  New members of Congress are great to educate through the head and heart.  

I'll move on to the next section.  Let's use these examples of how we can be bold.  This is a unique moment and a time where we should step out of our comfort zone, and asking our officials to do the same.  

Crickett Nicovich: Hi, guys.  I'm so glad to see many of you in T-minus 2 weeks.  It will be wonderful to see everyone in DC.  I'm excited about everything Mark said to bolster these folks.  We're lucky to come to DC, and we need to make sure people back home are making an impact.  

I want to check in on the lobby prep.  I want to make sure everyone is okay with getting the stuff done.  

I want to make sure everyone has the information about how to schedule your own lobby meetings.  Make sure you're talking to people across your state so you're all lined up.  Whether it's global or domestic, you are splitting the outreach between different groups and you're able to get in.  

If you're looking for your lobby person, there's a link on our site that help you find those people.  Make sure they are part of your meeting requests so you have the House format.  Once you find the scheduler, it's first name, last name, senate.gov.  Make sure you get on the schedule for Congress.  

There's also prepping for the conference.  We have policy briefs we put out.  One is on the initiative Ken mentioned.  We'll go over that more.  Under skills and resources, we will have the policy brief and the child policy brief.  

Schedule a time to chat with your members and be prepared before the conference.  Please reach out to the policy team and schedule your meetings.  Leah has been the one making sure everyone is coordinated.  We have northern and southern California calls.  You can talk to me or John Fawcett about getting on those calls.  Email Leah Salama (lsalama@results.org) to try and get on the schedule so you have the opportunity to talk about your members of congress before the conference.  

Let us know when you get those meetings scheduled.  It will be important so we can find you and have photographers there to support you.  Once you get the meetings confirmed, please send it to this URL on the lobby meetings: http://tinyurl.com/YourICMeetings
Let's briefly talk about where we are in the year.  The first half the year we worked on getting money for our programs.  We sent letters to congressmen.  January through June was focused on getting the funding for global health and education.  We are in this transition part of the year where we flip the story and work on a few other things.  If your senator is an appropriator, there will probably still be an opportunity to talk about preparations and follow up on that conference.  We're in the next 2-week period where they are filling up on the senate side, subcommittee, and full committee.  The senate may be working on it during our conference or when they come back for the August recess.  If your senator is an appropriator, you may be able to weigh in about the programs we care about.  

Our second half of the year will focus on two different campaigns.  The mother/child act was something we are campaigning on.  Our second campaign is about launching our work around the Global Project for Education.  Let's start with that.  

We talked about the Global Project for Education.  This conference will be a time to go back to congress and educate them around GPE.  The real need is 263 million youth out of school.  Those who do come out of school and can't read a sentence.  This fund is supporting developing countries to ensure quality education.  It's something that Results has not worked on in a targeted way in quite some time.  This will be an opportunity for the next 6 years as we look at the Global Project for Education conference to highlight GPE.  The way we talk about girl's education and what that means for a young woman, including delaying early pregnancy and marriage, are all issues we will talk about at this conference.  We will talk about how GPE can make a difference in the world, especially as it works towards the next strategic plan.  GPE can help educate 25 million children.  That's 19 million more children getting into secondary school.  It's pretty exciting.  The United States support for that is going to be really critical.  

This will be the first time to highlight this for members of congress.  We are looking to introduce a bipartisan piece of legislation that supports GPE.  It's a 3-year strategy.  One of our major asks will be co-sponsoring a GPE resolution.  

Our second major ask will be about the Reach Every Woman and Child Act.  The issues we have talked about over there last several years is a need to help those women and children around the world and having a strategy to help stop those killers.  It's important that we stop maternal and child death.  Reach Every Woman and Child Act helps to drive down those leading killers of moms and kids.  We are excited about it being introduced.  We have our major champions including Lee, McCall, Coons, and Collins.  They are bipartisan and both democrats and republicans.  

The opportunities huge to drive down these maternal and child deaths.  We hope to save millions of lives by 2020.  We want members of congress to co-sponsor this act.  I think a GPE resolution and our Reach Every Mother and Child act helps us build opportunities with these non-partisan groups.  Actually, having members of congress sign on gives us supporters that we can show to the administration and say, "we have folks backing this on Capitol Hill."  As there are cuts to the budget next year, they will see there is support for this.  Having their names signed on the dotted line will help protect the program and ensure the effectiveness of them.  I think that's all my slides.  

Ken Patterson:  Yeah, I'm here.  Thank you so much for that.  Great background.  Thank you for the work you have done to prepare people for the conference.  I know you have been preparing them day and night.  Thank you.  

I want to see if there are any people that might want to throw 1-2 ideas out there.  I have unmuted you.  If there's a quick share or anything else you're working for, you can share that.  

Beth Wilson:  This is Beth Wilson.  I can tell you that because our member of Congress offered to host a congressional briefing that Carol could attend.  The staff got the Thoracic Society to come and participate after the congressional conference is over.  That's a new thing for me to participate in.  I think it's a breakthrough for our members of congress.  

Ken Patterson:  That's a great leadership example in bringing people together with this briefing.  That's absolutely a great breakthrough activity.  

Rich Renner:  This is Rich from New Mexico.  I have Steve Pierce in congress.  When we first got here a couple years ago and thought Steve Pierce wouldn't do anything.  But he actually signed one of the appropriator letters in support of child survival.  We are hoping to educate him and see where we can work with him.  

Ken Patterson:  That's an excellent example.  For those who feel you are beating your head against the wall, never say never.  People can be brought along.  It just takes the right angles or life experience that touches them in the heart to move them along.  Or it might be "I need to do something or these folks won't leave me alone."  

Susan Beckett:  This is Susan.  I recently reconnected with the volunteer coordinator in our area.  They are really pushing hard on the READ act.  I was wondering if anyone can tell us the intersections of that and our work with global education, and how we can most effectively get their initiative in our efforts.  

Crickett Nicovich: The READ Act, which we hope will be passed next week when we're back in session, is on the senate side.  The READ act supports a multilateral education fund.  There is a mechanism for many donors to give money to one organization and countries can apply for grants.  GPE is authorized in the READ act, which has never been authorized before.  Having it legally authorized is something really important for continued support down the road.  It definitely intersects.  If you have lobbied on the READ act, you have lobbied for support for GPE and what we do.  

It did pass completely in the House.  It is up for a vote in the senate.  You've seen a lot of our action alerts going out saying "it's going to happen."  It was put on a hot line vote in the senates, but every piece of legislation was put on hold to slow down the healthcare bill in the senate.  READ had a senate hold on it.  It has finished the hat line process, and should be up for a vote this next week.  We'll be able to tell you more on Monday or Tuesday about when the senate comes back into session, or if there's a time period before it can be voted on again.  

Ken Patterson:  Thank you for that.  I want to see if we can finish things up.  If you can put into your chat window how many people are there with you in your room.  You can email that to Lisa Marchal (lmarchal@results.org).  

Break through!  Break through!  

[Cheering] 

