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Date State Article Outlet Media Type Topic 

Go to Arizona media 

1/9/23 AZ 
Making a difference working 

together! 
Arizona Daily Star 

Letter to the 

editor 
Global TB 

Go to California media 

3/19/23 CA 
Back efforts to fight food 

insecurity 
East Bay Times 

Letter to the 

editor 

Global child 

health/nutrition 

3/19/23 CA 
Back efforts to fight food 

insecurity 
East Bay Times 

Letter to the 

editor 

Global child 

health/nutrition 

Go to Connecticut media 

3/16/23 CT 
A chance to eradicate the 

world’s largest killer 
Greenwich Time Op-ed Global TB 

3/16/23 CT 
A chance to eradicate the 

world’s largest killer 
Stamford Advocate Op-ed Global TB 

3/16/23 CT 
A chance to eradicate the 

world’s largest killer 
The Hour Op-ed Global TB 

3/16/23 CT 
A chance to eradicate the 

world’s largest killer 
The Register Citizen Op-ed Global TB 

3/16/23 CT 
A chance to eradicate the 

world’s largest killer 
New Haven Register Op-ed Global TB 

3/16/23 CT 
A chance to eradicate the 

world’s largest killer 
Connecticut Post Op-ed Global TB 

3/16/23 CT 
A chance to eradicate the 

world’s largest killer 
News Times Op-ed Global TB 

https://tucson.com/opinion/letters/letter-making-a-difference-working-together/article_b5897db8-902e-11ed-acd2-c70e4496ec6e.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=user-share
https://tucson.com/opinion/letters/letter-making-a-difference-working-together/article_b5897db8-902e-11ed-acd2-c70e4496ec6e.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=user-share
https://www.eastbaytimes.com/2023/03/17/letters-1199/
https://www.eastbaytimes.com/2023/03/17/letters-1199/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2023/03/17/letters-1199/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2023/03/17/letters-1199/
https://www.greenwichtime.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-17842784.php
https://www.greenwichtime.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-17842784.php
https://www.stamfordadvocate.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-17842784.php
https://www.stamfordadvocate.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-17842784.php
https://www.thehour.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-17842784.php
https://www.thehour.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-17842784.php
https://www.registercitizen.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-17842784.php
https://www.registercitizen.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-17842784.php
https://www.nhregister.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-17842784.php
https://www.nhregister.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-17842784.php
https://www.ctpost.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-17842784.php
https://www.ctpost.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-17842784.php
https://www.newstimes.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-17842784.php
https://www.newstimes.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-17842784.php


Go to Indiana media  

2/8/23 IN 
Parts of budget bill worthy of 

GOP nod 

Northwest Indiana 

Times 

Letter to the 

editor 
Global TB 

4/16/23 IN 
Global Alliance for Vaccination 

needed 

Northwest Indiana 

Times 

Letter to the 

editor 
Global Fund, GAVI 

Go to Missouri media 

1/12/23 MO 
New members of Congress 

should support global health 
Joplin Globe 

Letter to the 

editor 

Global TB, global 

health 

1/14/23 MO 
Powerful Missouri lawmakers 

need input from voters 

St. Louis Post-

Dispatch 

Letter to the 

editor 

Global TB, tax 

policy, housing 

1/24/23 MO 
Congress must support 

emergency AIDS relief 
Joplin Globe 

Letter to the 

editor 
AIDS funding 

1/30/23 MO Life-Saving AIDS Relief 
Webster-Kirkwood 

Times 

Letter to the 

editor 
AIDS funding 

2/2/23 MO 

US foreign aid helps all 

humanity, including 

Americans 

St. Louis Post-

Dispatch 

Letter to the 

editor 
Global health 

3/21/23 MO 
Restore focus and resources 

to global tuberculosis fight 

St. Louis Post-

Dispatch 

Letter to the 

editor 
Global TB 

3/29/23 MO 
Keep the momentum going to 

fight HIV/AIDS 
Columbia Missourian 

Letter to the 

editor 
HIV/AIDS 

5/12/23 MO 
Don’t cut anti-poverty 

programs 
Phelps County Focus 

Letter to the 

editor 

Debt ceiling; SNAP, 

Medicaid, U.S. and 

global budget cuts 

Go to Nevada media 

2/26/23 NV Help Africa fight tuberculosis Las Vegas Sun 
Letter to the 

editor 
Global TB 

https://www.nwitimes.com/opinion/letters/letters-to-the-editor-parts-of-budget-bill-worthy-of-gop-nod/article_3fea8b81-fbb8-5ef3-80c7-65fa542314ea.html
https://www.nwitimes.com/opinion/letters/letters-to-the-editor-parts-of-budget-bill-worthy-of-gop-nod/article_3fea8b81-fbb8-5ef3-80c7-65fa542314ea.html
https://nwitimes.com/opinion/letters/letters-to-the-editor-global-alliance-for-vaccination-needed/article_f69654c9-d6e5-537c-b96c-c337b9732276.html
https://nwitimes.com/opinion/letters/letters-to-the-editor-global-alliance-for-vaccination-needed/article_f69654c9-d6e5-537c-b96c-c337b9732276.html
https://www.joplinglobe.com/opinion/your-view-new-members-of-congress-should-support-global-health/article_b39b5b9c-91c9-11ed-a6a5-fff0477c9277.html
https://www.joplinglobe.com/opinion/your-view-new-members-of-congress-should-support-global-health/article_b39b5b9c-91c9-11ed-a6a5-fff0477c9277.html
https://www.stltoday.com/opinion/mailbag/letter-powerful-missouri-lawmakers-need-input-from-voters/article_4ed1bd0a-1be5-5f70-a058-db202ea89de8.html
https://www.stltoday.com/opinion/mailbag/letter-powerful-missouri-lawmakers-need-input-from-voters/article_4ed1bd0a-1be5-5f70-a058-db202ea89de8.html
https://www.joplinglobe.com/opinion/your-view-congress-must-support-emergency-aids-relief/article_d7525ae8-95a4-11ed-8675-9788ad9ddd31.html
https://www.joplinglobe.com/opinion/your-view-congress-must-support-emergency-aids-relief/article_d7525ae8-95a4-11ed-8675-9788ad9ddd31.html
https://www.timesnewspapers.com/webster-kirkwoodtimes/life-saving-aids-relief/article_91619c02-9d87-11ed-a38c-9f3dd4b3b680.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=user-share
https://www.stltoday.com/opinion/mailbag/letter-us-foreign-aid-helps-all-humanity-including-americans/article_39617c8b-5d85-5ba8-8c10-7654d771f41f.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=user-share
https://www.stltoday.com/opinion/mailbag/letter-us-foreign-aid-helps-all-humanity-including-americans/article_39617c8b-5d85-5ba8-8c10-7654d771f41f.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=user-share
https://www.stltoday.com/opinion/mailbag/letter-us-foreign-aid-helps-all-humanity-including-americans/article_39617c8b-5d85-5ba8-8c10-7654d771f41f.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=user-share
https://www.stltoday.com/opinion/mailbag/letters-to-the-editor-about-that-upcoming-fox-drag-show-tootsie/article_54a90b4a-9693-5fac-9a3a-640129f52c06.html
https://www.stltoday.com/opinion/mailbag/letters-to-the-editor-about-that-upcoming-fox-drag-show-tootsie/article_54a90b4a-9693-5fac-9a3a-640129f52c06.html
https://www.columbiamissourian.com/opinion/letters_to_the_editor/letter-to-the-editor-keep-the-momentum-going-to-fight-hiv-aids/article_790e5342-cda8-11ed-b511-8f1ef9defe2e.html
https://www.columbiamissourian.com/opinion/letters_to_the_editor/letter-to-the-editor-keep-the-momentum-going-to-fight-hiv-aids/article_790e5342-cda8-11ed-b511-8f1ef9defe2e.html
https://www.phelpscountyfocus.com/opinion/article_9188de02-f0cf-11ed-801a-8fd8473ff427.html
https://www.phelpscountyfocus.com/opinion/article_9188de02-f0cf-11ed-801a-8fd8473ff427.html
https://lasvegassun.com/news/2023/feb/26/help-africa-fight-tuberculosis/


Go to North Carolina media  

3/5/23 NC 
US must prioritize health and 

education programs in budget 

Asheville Citizen-

Times 

Letter to the 

editor 

Global Fund, TB, 

global nutrition, global 

education, global 

maternal/child health 

Go to Texas media  

1/7/23 TX Resume fight against TB Dallas Morning News 
Letter to the 

editor 
Global TB 

3/12/23 TX Women can’t wait 300 years Dallas Morning News 
Letter to the 

editor 
Global education 

3/24/23 TX 
TB is not a relic; why stopping 

it should be a priority 

Austin American-

Statesman 
Op-ed Global TB 

Go to Utah media  

5/9/23 UT 

Debt ceiling: Utah lawmakers 

weren’t hired to play chicken 

with our economy or use 

extortion 

Salt Lake Tribune 
Letter to the 

editor 

Debt ceiling; U.S. 

and global budget 

cuts 

Go to Washington media  

2/19/23 WA 
We can save lives by making 

TB a priority 
Kitsap Sun 

Letter to the 

editor 
Global TB 

3/15/23 WA Speaking Up 
University of 

Washington Magazine 

Letter to the 

editor 
Education 

3/18/23 WA Tuberculosis Vaccine News News Tribune 
Letter to the 

editor 
Global TB 

3/28/23 WA 
U.S. can be a leader in 

eradicating TB 
Kitsap Sun 

Letter to the 

editor 
Global TB 

4/30/23 WA 
Global nutrition remain a 

priority 
Kitsap Sun 

Letter to the 

editor 

Global child 

nutrition 

https://ashevillecitizentimes-nc.newsmemory.com/?publink=1586fdae8_134aac5
https://ashevillecitizentimes-nc.newsmemory.com/?publink=1586fdae8_134aac5
https://reader.dallasnews.com/infinity/article_popover_share.aspx?guid=11b51ccd-c931-4e82-a976-a4275a33096c
https://reader.dallasnews.com/infinity/article_popover_share.aspx?guid=6b136133-e733-400e-adcc-f1e75d854420
https://www.statesman.com/story/opinion/columns/your-voice/2023/03/24/opinion-tb-is-not-a-relic-why-stopping-it-should-be-a-priority/70032736007/
https://www.statesman.com/story/opinion/columns/your-voice/2023/03/24/opinion-tb-is-not-a-relic-why-stopping-it-should-be-a-priority/70032736007/
https://www.sltrib.com/opinion/letters/2023/05/09/letter-debt-ceiling-utah-lawmakers/
https://www.sltrib.com/opinion/letters/2023/05/09/letter-debt-ceiling-utah-lawmakers/
https://www.sltrib.com/opinion/letters/2023/05/09/letter-debt-ceiling-utah-lawmakers/
https://www.sltrib.com/opinion/letters/2023/05/09/letter-debt-ceiling-utah-lawmakers/
https://kitsapsun-wa-app.newsmemory.com/?publink=079ac1831_134aa6f
https://kitsapsun-wa-app.newsmemory.com/?publink=079ac1831_134aa6f
https://issuu.com/uwalumni/docs/uw_magazine_march_2023
https://www.thenewstribune.com/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/article273283940.html
https://www.kitsapsun.com/story/opinion/readers/2023/03/28/u-s-can-be-a-leader-in-eradicating-tb/70057352007/
https://www.kitsapsun.com/story/opinion/readers/2023/03/28/u-s-can-be-a-leader-in-eradicating-tb/70057352007/


 
Arizona 

media 

  



 

Making a difference working together! 

January 9, 2023 

Re: the Dec. 10 article "Jim Kolbe represented the best in all of us, and he'll be 

missed." 

Dear Editor, 

Thanks to David Fitzsimmons for his heartfelt memories of Congressman Jim Kolbe. As 

a volunteer with RESULTS (results.org), we worked with Rep. Kolbe to introduce and 

cosponsor bipartisan legislation to further America’s compassionate work on global 

health. I am sure he would be working today to pass the End TB Now Act 

(S.3386/H.R.8654), directing the U.S. Agency for International Development to set bold 

targets to reach and treat the most vulnerable populations for all forms of 

tuberculosis: global action for local protection. Congressman Jim Kolbe definitely 

“represented the best in all of us.” We can be grateful for the work he did and the 

example he set, and be inspired to participate in our democracy to make a difference 

in our country and the world. 

– Willie Dickerson, Northwest side 

https://tucson.com/opinion/letters/letter-making-a-difference-working-

together/article_b5897db8-902e-11ed-acd2-

c70e4496ec6e.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=user-

share 

  

https://tucson.com/opinion/letters/letter-making-a-difference-working-together/article_b5897db8-902e-11ed-acd2-c70e4496ec6e.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=user-share
https://tucson.com/opinion/letters/letter-making-a-difference-working-together/article_b5897db8-902e-11ed-acd2-c70e4496ec6e.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=user-share
https://tucson.com/opinion/letters/letter-making-a-difference-working-together/article_b5897db8-902e-11ed-acd2-c70e4496ec6e.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=user-share
https://tucson.com/opinion/letters/letter-making-a-difference-working-together/article_b5897db8-902e-11ed-acd2-c70e4496ec6e.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=user-share


 
California 

media 

 

  



 

Back efforts to fight food insecurity 

March 19, 2023 

Growing up I never faced food insecurity. I did not realize how prevalent it is until I 

started volunteering at a food pantry. As a volunteer, I was shocked to see how many 

people relied on the pantry. I remember one mother tearing up as she mentioned this 

was one of the few options, she had to feed herself and her children. Her emotions 

show how deleterious food insecurity is. In fact, per the United Nations in 2020, a 

decades-long decline in food insecurity was interrupted and an increase was seen due 

to the pandemic. 

This increase is a call to urge Sens. Dianne Feinstein and Alex Padilla to sign Sens. 

Susan Collins and Jeanne Shaheen’s letter, Support Robust Funding for Global 

Maternal and Child Health, including Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance and Nutrition in Global 

Health. Now is the time to reverse the global impacts of the pandemic and fight food 

insecurity. 

– Amanpreet Kler, Union City 

https://www.eastbaytimes.com/2023/03/17/letters-1199/  

Reprinted in: 

 
https://www.mercurynews.com/2023/03/17/letters-1199/ 

  

https://www.eastbaytimes.com/2023/03/17/letters-1199/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2023/03/17/letters-1199/


 
Connecticut 

media 

 

  



 

A chance to eradicate the world’s largest killer 

By Sandra Eagle 

March 16, 2023 

Why aren’t American children vaccinated against tuberculosis — the largest infectious 

killer? 

One out of three people globally carry the bacterium that can activate any time our 

immune systems become compromised, as in COVID, diabetes, obesity, and other 

diseases. The CDC estimates there are 13 million of us in the United States living with 

dormant TB. More than10.6 million people became sick with TB in 2021, and 1.6 

million people died of it, and another 4 million are going untreated or undertreated. 

It’s for the same reason that up until 2014, the only diagnostic test we had for it, 

required individuals living in extreme poverty to find their way to travel to a distant 

clinic, give a sputum sample and be sent home to return in six weeks for the results. 

Obviously so many more people, including through the villages traveled through, were 

infected in those six weeks, and often the person was not able to return for treatment. 

It’s for the same reason that treatment, including for my broker here in Connecticut, 

who got sick with MDRTB, involved 18-24 months of intensely debilitating meds that 

often left one with neurological damage (including deafness), at tremendous 

economic loss to the countries where it is epidemic, and a cost of $250,000-$1 million 

dollars to treat in the United States. 

Why aren’t Americans vaccinated against TB? Because the current vaccine was made 

in 1921, and has variable effectiveness, would interfere with the TB skin testing we do 

on children and is contraindicated for those with auto-immune suppression. 

We in the United States have been playing Russian Roulette with TB for years. We 

have our experience of COVID-19 to know that our economy would be devastated and 

our health care system would collapse, should an epidemic of TB spike here. 



 

There are seven factors converging that make now an inflection point for eradicating 

the scourge of TB by 2030, as is the UN sustainable goal. 

1. That the entire world is now awake to the devastation of a pandemic, and a TB 

pandemic is one we can avoid by taking the right steps. 

2. UN attention is on TB. The first high-level UN meeting on TB took place in 2018, 

made great commitments only to have those commitments drafted into 

fighting COVID-19 once the pandemic hit. The second UN high level meeting will 

be this September to get back on track with those commitments. 

3. New leadership. Countries are stepping up, with leaders such as Prime Minister 

of India Narendra Modi, who is hosting the G-20 with TB as its centerpiece. 

4. Bold plans. USAID goals to diagnose, treat, and cure 90 percent of TB patients 

5. New Legislation. The End TB Now Act holds USAID accountable for effective 

treatment of TB. 

6. Better Treatment. The only new medications for TB in 50 years were developed 

in 2014, reducing the 2½ years Rx of MDRTB to nine months, and by today to six 

months. Likewise the first new diagnostic device was developed: the Gene-Xpert 

Device can diagnosis and treat within the same visit. And it can diagnose not 

only TB, but also COVID, Ebola, and other diseases categorized as bio-terrorism 

diseases for their ability to devastate, and HIV. Research and innovation is 

funded through our USAID bilateral TB account. 

To get these innovations rolled out to the villages and countries that need them 

require funding that comes from The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Malaria, and 

TB. 

7. New research. There is a new vaccine in the pipeline, one that would be 

effective even after being exposed to an infected person. One that could be 

given to American children if we so chose. There is also being able to self-

diagnose with a swab at home, as we have for COVID, being innovated. 

This is the inflection point, our opportunity to eradicate TB, the world’s largest 

infectious killer, larger than the COVID-19 pandemic, simultaneously creating a 



stronger global health system, and a platform for pandemic preparedness. And all 

that is missing to make it happen is political commitments and funding. 

Please contact your representative, Jim Himes, Rosa DeLauro, John Larson, Joe 

Courtney, Jahana Hayes, and our senators, Chris Murphy and Richard Blumenthal, in 

Connecticut, or your member of Congress from your state, asking them to: 

1. Co-sponsor The End TB Now Act. 

2. Submit personal appropriations request supporting $1 billion for bilateral TB, 

and $2 billion (already pledged by President Joe Biden at the last pledging 

conference) for the Global Fund? 

3. Advocate for U.S. leadership at the UN high level meeting on TB this 

September? 

Stamford resident Sandra Eagle is a psychotherapist and leadership consultant, practicing 

in Greenwich. She is a member of Coastal Connecticut chapter of RESULTS, 

(http://www.results.org). 

https://www.greenwichtime.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-

world-s-17842784.php 

Reprinted in: 

 
https://www.stamfordadvocate.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-

s-17842784.php 

 

https://www.thehour.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-

17842784.php 

 

https://www.registercitizen.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-

17842784.php 

 

 https://www.nhregister.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-

17842784.php 

http://www.results.org/
https://www.greenwichtime.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-17842784.php
https://www.greenwichtime.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-17842784.php
https://www.stamfordadvocate.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-17842784.php
https://www.stamfordadvocate.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-17842784.php
https://www.thehour.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-17842784.php
https://www.thehour.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-17842784.php
https://www.registercitizen.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-17842784.php
https://www.registercitizen.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-17842784.php
https://www.nhregister.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-17842784.php
https://www.nhregister.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-17842784.php


 
https://www.ctpost.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-

17842784.php 

 
https://www.newstimes.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-

17842784.php 

 

  

https://www.ctpost.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-17842784.php
https://www.ctpost.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-17842784.php
https://www.newstimes.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-17842784.php
https://www.newstimes.com/opinion/article/opinion-a-chance-to-eradicate-the-world-s-17842784.php


 
Indiana 

media 

 

  



 

Parts of budget bill worthy of GOP nod 

January 8, 2023 

I have to call out The Times for its cartoon depicting Republicans who voted for the 

Federal budget bill as Democrats (Jan. 1). Some items in the budget bill are worthy of 

Republican support, including an increase in funding for defense/security. 

Other provisions, such as more support for global health programs, have long enjoyed 

bipartisan support given the need to fight global threats — military and otherwise — 

before they reach our borders. More spending for bilateral tuberculosis programs is 

especially important, given the recent rise in TB cases around the world and the 

failure to pass legislation on TB that was supported by both Sens. Braun and Young. 

There are legitimate roles for the Federal Government for our protection and 

international affairs. Not all Republicans may agree, but the budget bill does include 

needed items to carry out these roles. 

– Oscar Lanzi, Chicago 

https://www.nwitimes.com/opinion/letters/letters-to-the-editor-parts-of-budget-bill-

worthy-of-gop-nod/article_3fea8b81-fbb8-5ef3-80c7-65fa542314ea.html 

  

https://www.nwitimes.com/opinion/letters/letters-to-the-editor-parts-of-budget-bill-worthy-of-gop-nod/article_3fea8b81-fbb8-5ef3-80c7-65fa542314ea.html
https://www.nwitimes.com/opinion/letters/letters-to-the-editor-parts-of-budget-bill-worthy-of-gop-nod/article_3fea8b81-fbb8-5ef3-80c7-65fa542314ea.html


 

Global Alliance for Vaccination needed 

April 16, 2023 

Regarding Steve Pociask's op-ed ("Use all tools to endure COVID", April 2, 2023): In 

addition to the tools outlined in the article, we as a nation should also take the 

proactive steps needed to contain infectious disease threats before they arrive, as 

often they do, from overseas. 

To this end Congress and the administration should work together for full, robust 

funding of the Global Fund, an international partnership formed to fight AIDS, TB and 

malaria but also has devoted resources to COVID-19 and building public health 

infrastructures more broadly in the developing world. 

In addition, the Global Alliance for Vaccination and Immunization promotes 

internationally one of the very defenses mentioned by Mr. Pociask, 

immunization/vaccines. We may not always see the benefits when we are healthy, yet 

over the long haul it is necessary. 

Our leaders must see beyond the shows and headlines to the groundwork to secure 

our health and freedoms. 

– Oscar Lanzi, Chicago 

https://nwitimes.com/opinion/letters/letters-to-the-editor-global-alliance-for-

vaccination-needed/article_f69654c9-d6e5-537c-b96c-c337b9732276.html 

  

https://nwitimes.com/opinion/letters/letters-to-the-editor-global-alliance-for-vaccination-needed/article_f69654c9-d6e5-537c-b96c-c337b9732276.html
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New members of Congress should support global health 

January 12, 2023  

I wish to congratulate U.S. Rep. Eric Burlison, R-Missouri, and U.S. Sen. Eric Schmitt, R-

Missouri, as they formally take their new positions in Washington D.C. (Globe, Jan. 6). 

Like many state officials who move to the federal level, they will need help from 

constituents to become familiar with many life-or-death global issues they may never 

have considered before. 

Two of those issues are the tuberculosis pandemic and immunizations against 

childhood diseases such as measles. The world lost headway with vaccines and TB 

control when COVID-19 caused disruption in health resources around the world. 

Now, TB cases and deaths from the disease are rising, and 1.6 million people 

worldwide died of TB in 2021. Approximately 25 million children (about the population 

of Texas) missed routine immunizations in 2021, per WHO and UNICEF. 

Catching up is going to take an enormous effort. 

I urge our new members of Congress and those previously in office, such as U.S. Josh 

Hawley, R-Missouri, to meet with constituents and act decisively to support global 

health in 2023. 

Lives literally depend on it. 

– Cynthia Levin, Town And Country 

https://www.joplinglobe.com/opinion/your-view-new-members-of-congress-should-

support-global-health/article_b39b5b9c-91c9-11ed-a6a5-fff0477c9277.html 
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Powerful Missouri lawmakers need input from voters 

January 14, 2023 

Regarding “Missouri’s Jason Smith wins three-way contest for powerful House Ways 

and Means chairmanship” (Jan. 10): No Missouri representative has chaired this 

important congressional committee since 1859. For the first time in over 160 years, 

Missouri residents have a unique privilege. It’s up to Missourians to set the agenda on 

Capitol Hill by raising our voices and contacting our elected officials. 

We need to remind newly influential lawmakers like Smith and newly elected 

Missourians like Sen. Eric Schmitt exactly whom they work for. It only takes a couple 

minutes to call or email a congressional office to share your opinion on issues. I think 

we must make it clear to Congress that ending poverty here and everywhere should 

be at the top of their to-do list. That means seriously addressing the affordable 

housing crisis and reimagining tax policy for economic justice. That means investing in 

programs to end diseases like tuberculosis that are a global cause and consequence 

of poverty. Let’s seize the moment and advocate. 

– Yara Changyit-Levin, Town and Country 

https://www.stltoday.com/opinion/mailbag/letter-powerful-missouri-lawmakers-need-

input-from-voters/article_4ed1bd0a-1be5-5f70-a058-db202ea89de8.html 
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Congress must support emergency AIDS relief 

January 24, 2023  

I agree with the letter by Cynthia Levin (Globe, Jan. 12) that “New members of 

Congress should support global health.” 

One such program deserving of bipartisan support from Missouri’s congressional 

delegation is the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief. Since its creation 20 

years ago this January by President George W. Bush, PEPFAR has provided $100 billion 

for the prevention and treatment of global HIV/AIDS. In its 20 years, it had saved 25 

million lives, prevented millions of HIV infections and helped control this disease in 

more than 50 countries. 

Congress will be appropriating funding for PEPFAR this year. U.S. Sens. Josh Hawley 

and Eric Schmitt and Missouri’s representatives should continue support for this 

lifesaving program. 

– Greg Campbell, Crève Cœur 

https://www.joplinglobe.com/opinion/your-view-congress-must-support-emergency-

aids-relief/article_d7525ae8-95a4-11ed-8675-9788ad9ddd31.html 
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Life-Saving AIDS Relief 

January 30, 2023 

In this time of political rancor, this month marks the 20th anniversary of an event 

warranting bipartisan celebration.  

In his 2003 State of the Union address, President George W. Bush announced the 

creation of the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief. In the ensuing 20 years, 

PEPFAR has provided $100 billion for the prevention and treatment of global 

HIV/AIDS. It has saved 25 million lives, prevented millions of HIV infections, and helped 

control this disease in more than 50 countries.  

Congress will be appropriating funding  for  PEPFAR  this year. Senators Josh Hawley 

and Eric Schmitt and Missouri’s Representatives should continue support for this life-

saving program. 

 – Greg Campbell, Creve Coeur 

https://www.timesnewspapers.com/webster-kirkwoodtimes/life-saving-aids-

relief/article_91619c02-9d87-11ed-a38c-

9f3dd4b3b680.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=user-

share 
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US foreign aid helps all humanity, including Americans 

February 2, 2023 

I believe the letter “Fund Social Security, not foreign aid and local pork” (Jan. 21) 

skipped over some important facts. In 2022, 21% of the federal budget paid for Social 

Security while less than 1% went to poverty-focused foreign aid. This small amount 

has an outsized positive impact on all of humanity, including Americans. 

Within that portion is money to fight global infectious diseases like measles and 

others. They even stop spread to places like Ohio, which is currently experiencing a 

measles outbreak. Also, health systems we helped build for polio in Nigeria prevented 

ebola from spreading worldwide. 

Missouri Sens. Josh Hawley and Eric Schmitt would be wise follow the legacy of former 

Sen. Roy Blunt by supporting global health initiatives. Supporter Rep. Ann Wagner 

should educate her new Missouri colleagues, Reps. Mark Alford and Eric Burlison, on 

the benefits of foreign aid and the prevention of deadly diseases. 

– Summer Levin, Town and Country 

https://www.stltoday.com/opinion/mailbag/letter-us-foreign-aid-helps-all-humanity-

including-americans/article_39617c8b-5d85-5ba8-8c10-

7654d771f41f.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=user-

share 
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Restore focus and resources to global tuberculosis fight 

March 21, 2023 

Rep. Ann Wagner, R-Town and Country, has helped draw attention to a deadly 

pandemic on the rise. Not the coronavirus but tuberculosis. This other airborne 

disease was the pandemic we were fighting long before the coronavirus made news. It 

kills more people each year around the world than HIV and malaria combined and has 

alternated with the coronavirus as the leading infectious disease killer over the past 

three years. The pandemic diverted global resources meant to fight tuberculosis. As a 

result, tuberculosis cases and deaths increased, with 11 million sickened and 1.6 

million killed worldwide in 2021. 

Wagner recently coauthored a bipartisan letter with Rep. Ami Bera, D-California, to the 

House Appropriations Committee recommending $1 billion for U.S. bilateral 

tuberculosis funding in the fiscal 2024 spending bill to properly identify, treat and 

prevent all forms of tuberculosis and develop more effective tools to fight it. 

Rep. Cori Bush, D-St. Louis, also signed onto this letter. I hope other Missouri 

colleagues follow their example. 

– Cynthia Changyit Levin, Town and Country 

https://www.stltoday.com/opinion/mailbag/letters-to-the-editor-about-that-upcoming-

fox-drag-show-tootsie/article_54a90b4a-9693-5fac-9a3a-640129f52c06.html 
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Keep the momentum going to fight HIV/AIDS 

March 29, 2023  

In the article “Don Waterman: No more right-left histrionics. Let’s meet in the middle” 

(Missourian, March 27), Waterman compared himself to former Missouri Sen. Roy 

Blunt because of his ability to find the middle ground. 

An issue Blunt consistently worked with both Republicans and Democrats on was 

global HIV/AIDS through support of the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief 

(PEPFAR). 

Twenty years ago, President Bush and a bipartisan group of lawmakers created 

PEPFAR to help fight HIV/AIDS in Africa. It has since helped save 25 million lives. 

Missouri’s contribution to PEPFAR has helped save nearly 400,000 (396,339) lives since 

2003, has helped ensure 52,845 babies were born HIV-free and currently provides 

antiretroviral treatment to 343,723 people. 

As President Biden noted in his State of the Union, PEPFAR has been a shining 

example of the power of bipartisan leadership. 

Yet far too many people still die of this preventable, treatable disease. Today, 38.4 

million people live with HIV. That’s more than six times the population of Missouri. 

Sens. Josh Hawley and Eric Schmitt can keep the momentum going by re-authorizing 

PEPFAR in 2023 so it can continue its transformative work. 

Cynthia Changyit Levin lives St. Louis and is author of “From Changing Diapers to 

Changing the World: Why Moms Make Great Advocates and How to Get Started.” 

https://www.columbiamissourian.com/opinion/letters_to_the_editor/letter-to-the-

editor-keep-the-momentum-going-to-fight-hiv-aids/article_790e5342-cda8-11ed-b511-

8f1ef9defe2e.html 
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Don’t cut anti-poverty programs 

May 12, 2023  

Thank you for your coverage of the debt ceiling debate in “No progress on debt ceiling 

as deadline approaches,” printed May 9. Most Americans don’t realize the devastating 

affects those cuts could have on everyday folks. 

As a condition for allowing the U.S. to pay its bills, the proposed plan from House of 

Representatives slashes dozens of services including SNAP nutrition benefits, 

Medicaid, housing assistance, preschool and childcare, and core global poverty 

programs. These cuts would force deep hardship onto tens of millions of people still 

recovering from the COVID economic downturn and rising costs of basic needs. 

As a mother teaching budgeting and responsibility to my teens, I am beyond 

frustrated that House leadership is irresponsibly threatening our economy to extract 

budget cuts that target people experiencing poverty. 

It’s dangerous for House leaders to suggest that the U.S. will not honor its debts. It is 

cruel for them to do it for a flawed plan that would hurt Americans living in poverty. I 

strongly urge President Biden, Senator Hawley, and Senator Schmitt to reject the 

House cuts to anti-poverty programs and pass a clean debt ceiling immediately. 

– Cynthia Levin, Town and Country 

https://www.phelpscountyfocus.com/opinion/article_9188de02-f0cf-11ed-801a-

8fd8473ff427.html 
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Help Africa fight tuberculosis 

February 26, 2023  

First lady Jill Biden’s trip to Africa is right to highlight the need to empower women, the 

skyrocketing youth population and the ongoing issue of food insecurity. 

My own trip to Zambia 10 years ago helped me understand how much America’s help 

matters and was appreciated by everyone I met. 

America’s programs to battle HIV-AIDS gave people hope for the first time since the 

epidemic began. With the pandemic shifting resources to fight COVID-19, tuberculosis 

has increased for the first time in a decade. Fortunately, the End Tuberculosis Now Act 

is moving forward in Congress. We can help by asking our members of Congress to 

support quick action to battle this global infectious killer. 

– Willie Dickerson, Snohomish, Wash. 

https://lasvegassun.com/news/2023/feb/26/help-africa-fight-tuberculosis/ 
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US must prioritize health and education programs in budget 

March 5, 2023 

The United States will spend close to $900 billion on defense in FY24. As Congress 

begins to shape the FY24 budget they need to consider continuing our smart 

investments in global health and development. The United States must prioritize 

maternal and child health and nutrition, basic education and global tuberculosis 

programs. Each of these areas drive and exacerbate poverty, and by extension 

instability around the world. 

Soon the State Foreign Operations Appropriations Subcommittee will be considering 

spending levels for FY 24. Urge our members of Congress to support full funding 

requests for the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria, bilateral 

tuberculosis, global nutrition, global maternal and child health, Gavi, the Vaccine 

Alliance, global basic education, and the Global Partnership for Education. Full funding 

for these requests total just over $5 billion, for which hundreds of millions of people’s 

lives will be positively affected, as well as the prestige and standing of the U.S. raised 

on the world stage. It also extends U.S. influence in countries where China is working 

to gain political influence and control. Small investment with big bang for the buck. 

– Howard Berkowitz, Candler 

https://ashevillecitizentimes-nc.newsmemory.com/?publink=1586fdae8_134aac5 
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Resume fight against TB 

January 7, 2023 

Re: “Go all in to stop TB,” by Margaret Smith, Dec. 31 Letters. 

The recent spread of respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) in the U.S. reminds us that 

millions around the world still suffer from history’s most infectious respiratory 

disease: tuberculosis. 

Over the previous decade, the world had made progress in reducing global TB cases. 

However, the COVID-19 pandemic diverted resources from the fight against TB and, as 

a result, tuberculosis cases and deaths are again on the rise. A World Health 

Organization report shows that worldwide, 1.6 million people died of TB in 2021. 

The End TB Now Act would help us get back on track. It requires the U.S. to target 

existing TB resources to those countries and populations that need it most. This 

legislation would foster more public-private partnerships in the fight against TB and 

would increase accountability for these efforts. 

Congress came close to passing this bipartisan legislation but did not make it happen 

in 2022. I urge Sens. John Cornyn and Ted Cruz as well as our new and returning 

Dallas-area representatives to make the passage of the End TB Now Act a top priority 

in 2023. Lives depend on it. 

– Kyle Talkington, Dallas/Turtle Creek 

https://reader.dallasnews.com/infinity/article_popover_share.aspx?guid=11b51ccd-

c931-4e82-a976-a4275a33096c 
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Women can’t wait 300 years 

March 12, 2023 

Re: “Women are losing gains, session told,” Tuesday news story. 

It was shocking to read that it will take 300 years to achieve gender equity on the 

current track. As we celebrated International Women’s Day last week, this is an 

outrage! 

Around 2.4 billion women of working age are not afforded equal economic 

opportunity and 178 countries maintain legal barriers that prevent their full economic 

participation, according to a World Bank report last year. 

Education of girls must be a priority. Quite frequently this paper reports on yet 

another country denying or harassing girls that attempt to go to school. Better 

educated women tend to be more informed about nutrition and health care, have 

fewer children, marry at a later age, and their children are usually healthier. 

In 2017 the U.S. passed The READ Act but it must be reauthorized. The READ Act 

addresses barriers to children’s school attendance, retention and completion, 

especially for girls. The READ Act Reauthorization ensures that the U.S. government 

updates its strategy to improve basic education. It requires rigorous monitoring and 

reporting. 

Please ask your member of Congress to co-sponsor this important legislation (HR 

681/S 41). We must not wait 300 years for gender equity! 

– Margaret Smith, Dallas/Turtle Creek 

https://reader.dallasnews.com/infinity/article_popover_share.aspx?guid=6b136133-

e733-400e-adcc-f1e75d854420 
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TB is not a relic; why stopping it should be a priority 

By Mark Coats 

March 24, 2023 

Texans should note World TB Day, March 24, because Texas ranks #2 among U.S. 

states with the most tuberculosis, seeing cases rise 13.5 percent in 2021.  Like Covid, 

this airborne disease is easily transmitted when infected individuals cough, sneeze or 

even talk.   

Although developing countries have the highest TB rates, no nation is safe from the 

disease. Essentially, TB anywhere is TB everywhere. And it’s both a cause and 

consequence of poverty. 

TB killed 1.6 million people worldwide in 2021.  Only Covid threatens TB’s title of #1 

infectious killer. The disease killed more than 1 billion people between 1800 and 2000. 

One in four people worldwide harbor the TB bacteria. I am one of them but my TB 

was detected and successfully treated when I was still in high school.  When ignored, 

TB waits for a person’s immune system to weaken, then can strike with deadly 

consequences.  People who are immune-compromised are more susceptible to TB, 

such as those with HIV and women of reproductive age. 

Many believe TB is a disease of the past, but that is not the case. TB continues to be a 

public health concern due to a lack of resources. While TB is treatable and 

preventable, progress against TB has been slow and fragile.  And that was before 

Covid. When Covid arrived, TB health workers, labs and resources were quickly 

redirected to fight Covid.  Unsurprisingly, TB took advantage and infected more 

people. In many countries with high rates of TB, a year of Covid erased twelve years of 

TB progress. 

This daunting public health challenge is an opportunity to invest in health systems 

that can fight TB and other diseases. Stronger health systems will also prepare for 

future pandemics by enabling quicker identification and containment of outbreaks, 

such as Ebola. 



Members of Congress should make global TB appropriations and passage of the End 

TB Now Act a top priority this year, the authors write. (AP Photo/Gemunu 

Amarasinghe, File) 

Stopping TB should be a centerpiece of U.S. global health leadership and pandemic 

response. Civil society and allies in Congress are calling for $1 billion for the United 

States Agency for International Development (USAID) to restore critical TB services lost 

during the pandemic, prevent a dangerous reversal of progress, and strengthen TB 

programs for the future. 

With an annual $1 billion TB budget, USAID could increase support for TB prevention, 

invest in TB research and development, and expand access to treatment for all forms 

of TB, including Multidrug-Resistant TB. This relatively modest level of annual 

investment could have a transformative impact on the TB battle globally, while 

creating health systems that will help contain the next coronavirus.   

Legislation is being considered to make this happen; the End TB Now Act. This 

bipartisan bill requires the U.S. to target existing TB resources to countries and 

populations who need it most, foster more public-private partnerships in the TB fight, 

and increase accountability for our efforts. Our members of Congress should make 

robust global TB appropriations and the passage of the End TB Now Act a top priority 

this year. 

We call on Senator Cruz and Senator Cornyn to co-sponsor the End TB Now Act.  We 

call on the Congress to appropriate $1 billion for bilateral TB control for fiscal year 

2024. 

This vigorous support for the international TB fight is not only the right thing to do, 

but also the smart thing to do. Investments now are a bargain compared to the 

personal and societal cost of unchecked TB. 

Coats is an Austin volunteer with RESULTS, which empowers citizens to educate the public 

and decision makers about policies to reduce poverty and end hunger. Claudia Morgan 

and Eloise Sutherland, also RESULTS volunteers, contributed to this article. 

https://www.statesman.com/story/opinion/columns/your-voice/2023/03/24/opinion-

tb-is-not-a-relic-why-stopping-it-should-be-a-priority/70032736007/ 
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Debt ceiling: Utah lawmakers weren’t hired to play chicken with 

our economy or use extortion 

May 9, 2023 

Utah’s four congressmen (Blake Moore, Chris Stewart, John Curtis and Burgess Owens) 

all voted recently to play chicken with our economy. Instead of being responsible 

adults and taking responsibility for actually paying the interest on the debts that 

congress has already committed to, they are threatening to default on America’s 

obligations unless they petulantly get their way. They are trying to force the president 

to agree to severe federal spending cuts. 

The 22% cuts in spending would hurt Americans, decrease veterans’ benefits, curtail 

pandemic response funds, roll back student debt relief, add stringent new 

requirements for Medicaid and food benefits, hurt preschool and childcare, gut 

lifesaving global health programs, and even derail efforts to limit tax fraud. 

Our congressmen apparently view indebtedness as evil, somehow morally wrong. Yet 

incurring debt is about freedom. A loan frees you to buy your home, a car, an 

education, or invest in a business in exchange for accepting the adult obligation to pay 

it back with interest. Without loans only the richest, with grocery bags of cash, could 

ever be able to purchase or invest in assets. 

We hired our congressmen to invest our tax money wisely to improve our society. We 

did not hire them for their adolescent bravado to play chicken with our domestic and 

international economy, nor to use extortion rather than negotiation. The residents of 

Utah need our congressmen to be adults and act responsibly. 

– William Cosgrove, Cottonwood Heights 

https://www.sltrib.com/opinion/letters/2023/05/09/letter-debt-ceiling-utah-

lawmakers/ 
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We can save lives by making TB a priority 

February 19, 2023 

The recent spread of RSV in the U.S. is a reminder that millions around the world still 

suffer from history’s most infectious respiratory disease – tuberculosis. Despite 

progress in reducing global TB cases over the last decade, COVID 19 diverted 

resources to fight TB. As a result, TB cases and deaths are on the rise. A WHO report 

shows that 1.6 million people worldwide died of TB in 2021. 

The End TB Now Act would help us get back on track. It requires the U.S. to target 

existing TB resources to those countries and populations who need it most. It would 

foster more public-private partnerships in the TB fight and increase accountability for 

our efforts. 

Congress had the opportunity to easily pass this bipartisan legislation but did not 

make the time to get it done in 2022. That cannot happen again. 

I urge our members of Congress to make passing the End TB Now Act a top priority 

this year. Lives literally depend on it. 

– Rochelle Karlsen, Port Orchard 

https://kitsapsun-wa-app.newsmemory.com/?publink=079ac1831_134aa6f 
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Speaking up 

March 2023 

How wonderful to read about “combining voices to make a difference (“Higher Ed Can 

Be a Powerful Force for Good,” Winter 2022). Grassroots activism makes a difference, 

as my 30 years as a volunteer with RESULTS 9rsults.org) has shown me. I am proud of 

the UW’s part in creating a better world and encourage all to speak up to support 

higher education on the state, national, and global levels. Education leads to better 

health, more opportunity, and a brighter future for all. Together, we can use our 

voices to ensure everyone has this opportunity. Education equals hope and helps 

bring about solutions to the critical challenges we face today. 

– Willie Dickerson, ’73, ’94, Snohomish 

https://issuu.com/uwalumni/docs/uw_magazine_march_2023 
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Tuberculosis Vaccine News 

March 18, 2023 

Debbie Cockrell’s March 7 story in The News Tribune on a tuberculosis vaccine being 

developed, now in Phase 2 clinical testing, is great news. TB is the biggest infectious 

killer in our world. At my annual physical, my doctor told me that he is more 

concerned about TB than COVID. Funding to fight TB was depleted while fighting the 

COVID pandemic, putting children around the world at risk.  

Tuberculosis is very easily transmitted, even just by talking. Our U.S. Senators, Patty 

Murray and Maria Cantwell, along with U.S. Rep. Derek Kilmer, have voted to support 

funding for TB programs. Please let them know to continue funding the disease as a 

priority. We can tell what our members of Congress’ values are by the way they vote.  

– Andy Clarke, Gig Harbor 

https://www.thenewstribune.com/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/article273283940.html 
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U.S. can be a leader in eradicating TB 

March 28, 2023 

Each year, we recognize World TB Day on March 24. This annual event commemorates 

the date in 1882 when Dr. Robert Koch announced his discovery of the bacillus that 

causes tuberculosis (TB).Many believe TB is a disease of the past, but that is not the 

case. Although TB is an ancient disease, it continues to cause significant illness and 

deaths throughout the world. In fact, TB kills more people globally than HIV and 

Malaria combined and has now surpassed COVID-19 as the leading infectious disease 

killer. Recent years have seen the first increase of TB sickness and deaths in decades, 

with almost 11 million sickened and 1.6 million killed. 

TB mortality is disproportionately concentrated in the youngest of children, with 80% 

of child TB deaths occurring in those younger than 5 years. In an official Journal of the 

American Academy of Pediatrics (PREP) a 2019 article reported that 96% of the deaths 

in children occur in those not receiving treatment. In fact, the mortality rate for 

children receiving appropriate therapy is less than 1%.Dr. Atul Gawande is the Senior 

Leader for Global Health within USAID -- the lead government agency in the battle 

against TB. He stated there is critical pending legislation with the "End TB Now" Act, 

which holds USAID and the U.S. government accountable for turning the situation 

around. 

We urge Senators Maria Cantwell and Patty Murray to support this life saving bill. 

– Mike and Leslie Boyer, Bremerton 

https://www.kitsapsun.com/story/opinion/readers/2023/03/28/u-s-can-be-a-leader-in-

eradicating-tb/70057352007/ 
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Global nutrition should remain a priority 

April 30, 2023 

First, the bad news. UNICEF reports that worldwide over 5 million children die from 

preventable causes before their fifth birthday. That one every 4.4 seconds! 2.3 million 

of those children are newborns. Almost 50% of those children died due to 

malnutrition. 

Now, the good news. These deaths are all preventable. Just providing children and 

their pregnant and lactating mothers with adequate nutrition would save almost half 

those lost lives. For the cost of what Americans spend on Halloween, the nutritional 

needs of children and their pregnant and lactating mothers worldwide could be met. 

Wow! 

Congress has been asked to provide $300 million to fund global nutrition. I applaud 

Senator Maria Cantwell’s support by signing onto a letter to the Senate Appropriations 

Committee in support of that goal. Representative Derek Kilmer also supports that 

funding request. And our own Senator Patty Murray, Chair of the Senate 

appropriations Committee, is in a powerful position to ensure those fund to save 

children’s lives are appropriated.  

Please reach out to these elected officials to let them know that saving children’s lives 

by providing adequate nutrition, vaccines, and healthcare are of the highest priority. 

You can do that by calling the Congressional Hotline at 1-800-562-6000. 

– Beth Wilson, Olalla 

No online link 

 


