
April 27, 2022

The Honorable Barbara Lee 
Chairwoman 
Subcommittee on State, Foreign Operations,
and Related Programs  
Committee on Appropriations 
HT-2, the Capitol 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 

The Honorable Hal Rogers 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on State, Foreign Operations,
and Related Programs 
Committee on Appropriations 
2406 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Chairwoman Lee and Ranking Member Rogers,

As you determine priorities for the Fiscal Year 2023 State, Foreign Operations and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, we respectfully request that you provide $1.1 billion for the 
Maternal and Child Health (MCH) account— which includes $290 million for Gavi, the 
Vaccine Alliance—and $300 million for the Nutrition Account within the Global Health 
Programs account at USAID. Adequate funding for the MCH and Nutrition accounts is critical 
to preserving effective, evidence-based, poverty-focused assistance that saves lives and helps 
strengthen economies in developing countries.

This Committee has a long-standing record of supporting critical, life-saving investments in 
global child and maternal health and nutrition. In 2020 alone, USAID helped more than 92 
million women and children access essential—and often lifesaving—health services, reaching 27
million children under five years old and 8 million pregnant women with high impact, life-saving
nutrition interventions.  

While reductions in global mortality rates for women and children are two of the biggest success 
stories in international development, there remain significant gaps that additional investments 
can help close. Before the COVID-19 pandemic, 5.2 million children under age five died from 
mainly preventable and treatable diseases each year, with malnutrition as the underlying cause of
roughly half of these deaths. Additionally, 300,000 women die annually of preventable causes 
related to pregnancy and childbirth. COVID-19 continues to interrupt routine and necessary 
health and nutrition services.

The MCH account supports delivery of cost-effective, proven, life-saving services in countries 
where the burden of preventable deaths is the highest. USAID’s investments provide access to 
skilled birth attendants and emergency obstetric care, training for frontline health workers, life-
saving health commodities, and nutrition services like breastfeeding support. A critical portion of
the MCH account supports Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, a public-private partnership that has 



helped to immunize a whole generation – more than 888 million children – and prevented more 
than 15 million deaths, helping to halve child mortality in 73 lower-income countries. As Gavi 
bolsters efforts to continue routine immunization and deliver COVID-19 vaccines to lower-
income countries, USAID’s technical support is essential to support these efforts and enable 
more equitable access to vaccines. 

The Nutrition account supports nutrition programs for women and children, focusing on the first 
1,000 days between pregnancy and a child’s second birthday. Severely malnourished children are
much more likely to die than their well-nourished peers and are at risk of permanent physical and
mental stunting, which prevents them from reaching their full educational, social, and earning 
potential. Twenty-five percent of the world’s children are stunted, which accounts for billions in 
lost economic activity. Pandemic-related disruptions to food and health systems threaten to undo 
years of progress, with experts estimating that by the end of 2022, an additional 17 million 
children will be severely malnourished. 

The significant and dire impact the COVID-19 pandemic has had and continues to have on the 
world’s most vulnerable children requires significantly increased funding. These accounts have 
received only the most modest increases for years.  We respectfully urge you to provide $1.1 
billion for the Maternal and Child Health (MCH) Account—which includes $290 million 
for Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance—and $300 million for the Nutrition Account for FY 2023.

Thank you for your serious consideration of this request. We look forward to working with you 
to ensure that the United States maintains its leadership in this global effort.

Sincerely,

Sara Jacobs
Member of Congress

Brian Fitzpatrick
Member of Congress

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

Young Kim
Member of Congress



Maria Elvira Salazar
Member of Congress

Ted Deutch
Member of Congress

Nicole Malliotakis
Member of Congress

Antonio Delgado
Member of Congress

Jahana Hayes
Member of Congress

Suzanne Bonamici
Member of Congress

Gwen S. Moore
Member of Congress

Carolyn B. Maloney
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Peter A. DeFazio
Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Raúl M. Grijalva
Member of Congress



Stacey E. Plaskett
Member of Congress

Ro Khanna
Member of Congress

Chrissy Houlahan
Member of Congress

Bradley Scott Schneider
Member of Congress

Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress

Richard E. Neal
Member of Congress
Chair, Committee on Ways 
and Means

Vicente Gonzalez
Member of Congress

Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

Rick Larsen
Member of Congress

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Katie Porter
Member of Congress

G. K. Butterfield
Member of Congress



Sharice L. Davids
Member of Congress

Hakeem S. Jeffries
Member of Congress

Anthony G. Brown
Member of Congress

Marilyn Strickland
Member of Congress

Al Lawson
Member of Congress

Lucy McBath
Member of Congress

Tom O'Halleran
Member of Congress

Susan Wild
Member of Congress

John Yarmuth
Member of Congress

Sylvia R. Garcia
Member of Congress

Joyce Beatty
Member of Congress

Jan Schakowsky
Member of Congress



Karen Bass
Member of Congress

Elissa Slotkin
Member of Congress

A. Donald McEachin
Member of Congress

Deborah K. Ross
Member of Congress

Haley M. Stevens
Member of Congress

Carlos A. Gimenez
Member of Congress

Jerry McNerney
Member of Congress

Dina Titus
Member of Congress

Linda T. Sánchez
Member of Congress

Ruben Gallego
Member of Congress

Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

Gerald E. Connolly
Member of Congress



Chris Pappas
Member of Congress

John Katko
Member of Congress

Bill Foster
Member of Congress

Jim Costa
Member of Congress

Lisa Blunt Rochester
Member of Congress

Lizzie Fletcher
Member of Congress

André Carson
Member of Congress

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress

Cheri Bustos
Member of Congress

Josh Gottheimer
Member of Congress

C. A. Dutch Ruppersberger
Member of Congress

Bennie G. Thompson
Member of Congress



Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress

Jerrold Nadler
Member of Congress

Diana DeGette
Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Brian Higgins
Member of Congress

Earl Blumenauer
Member of Congress

Jimmy Panetta
Member of Congress

Al Green
Member of Congress

Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.
Member of Congress

Gus M. Bilirakis
Member of Congress

Lloyd Doggett
Member of Congress

Suzan K. DelBene
Member of Congress



Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress

Joseph D. Morelle
Member of Congress

Marc A. Veasey
Member of Congress

Emanuel Cleaver, II
Member of Congress

Albio Sires
Member of Congress

Alan Lowenthal
Member of Congress

David N. Cicilline
Member of Congress

Lori Trahan
Member of Congress

Andrew R. Garbarino
Member of Congress

Dusty Johnson
Member of Congress

Donald S. Beyer Jr.
Member of Congress

Jamie Raskin
Member of Congress



Stephen F. Lynch
Member of Congress

Ron Kind
Member of Congress

Dean Phillips
Member of Congress

Jenniffer González-Colón
Member of Congress

Jason Crow
Member of Congress

Elaine G. Luria
Member of Congress

Jake Auchincloss
Member of Congress

Steven Horsford
Member of Congress

Judy Chu
Member of Congress

Ilhan Omar
Member of Congress

Tom Malinowski
Member of Congress

David Scott
Member of Congress



Val Butler Demings
Member of Congress

Ann McLane Kuster
Member of Congress

Brendan F. Boyle
Member of Congress

Anna G. Eshoo
Member of Congress

Daniel T. Kildee
Member of Congress

Robin L. Kelly
Member of Congress

Mondaire Jones
Member of Congress

John P. Sarbanes
Member of Congress

Joaquin Castro
Member of Congress

Thomas R. Suozzi
Member of Congress

Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

Joe Courtney
Member of Congress



Mike Levin
Member of Congress

Joe Neguse
Member of Congress

Alma S. Adams, Ph.D.
Member of Congress

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress

Jackie Speier
Member of Congress

Colin Z. Allred
Member of Congress

Sean Casten
Member of Congress

Darren Soto
Member of Congress

Abigail Davis Spanberger
Member of Congress

Adam Smith
Member of Congress

Nikema Williams
Member of Congress

John B. Larson
Member of Congress



Adam Kinzinger
Member of Congress

Tony Cárdenas
Member of Congress

Mikie Sherrill
Member of Congress

Greg Stanton
Member of Congress

Cori Bush
Member of Congress

Cynthia Axne
Member of Congress

Conor Lamb
Member of Congress

Darin LaHood
Member of Congress

Gregory W. Meeks
Member of Congress

James A. Himes
Member of Congress

Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

Marie Newman
Member of Congress



Donald M. Payne, Jr.
Member of Congress

Kim Schrier, M.D.
Member of Congress

Terri A. Sewell
Member of Congress

Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress

Doris Matsui
Member of Congress

Angie Craig
Member of Congress

Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress

Andy Kim
Member of Congress

Jesús G. "Chuy" García
Member of Congress

Peter Welch
Member of Congress

Peter Meijer
Member of Congress

Eddie Bernice Johnson
Member of Congress



Nanette Diaz Barragán
Member of Congress

Betty McCollum
Member of Congress

Madeleine Dean
Member of Congress

Maxine Waters
Member of Congress

Andy Levin
Member of Congress

Kathy Manning
Member of Congress

Raul Ruiz, M.D. 
Member of Congress

Bobby L. Rush
Member of Congress

Mike Thompson
Member of Congress

Zoe Lofgren
Member of Congress

Jim Cooper
Member of Congress

Sheila Jackson Lee
Member of Congress



Robert C. "Bobby" Scott
Member of Congress

Ami Bera, M.D.
Member of Congress

Frank Pallone, Jr.
Member of Congress

William R. Keating
Member of Congress

Ayanna Pressley
Member of Congress

SETH MOULTON
Member of Congress

Ritchie Torres
Member of Congress

Mary Gay Scanlon
Member of Congress

Nydia M. Velázquez
Member of Congress

Jared Huffman
Member of Congress

Bill Pascrell, Jr.
Member of Congress

Jamaal Bowman, Ed.D.
Member of Congress



Tom Emmer
Member of Congress

Grace F. Napolitano
Member of Congress

Carolyn Bourdeaux
Member of Congress

Melanie Stansbury
Member of Congress

Veronica Escobar
Member of Congress

Brad Sherman
Member of Congress


