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RESULTS: Who We Are 

RESULTS is a movement of passionate, 
committed everyday people. 

Together we use our voices to 
influence political decisions that will 

bring an end to poverty.



What are the elements of a great story?
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Why tell stories?
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“ I … W A N T T O B E A W R I T E R . I ’ M
A C T U A L L Y W O R K I N G O N A B O O K R I G H T
N O W . I T ’ S A S E R I E S . W H E N Y O U ’ R E
W R I T I N G A B O O K , Y O U ’ V E R E A L L Y G O T
T O O P E N Y O U R I M A G I N A T I O N . Y O U R
B O O K C A N ’ T B E A B O U T A M E A N
P E R S O N W H O E A T S A B A N A N A A N D
L E A R N S A L E S S O N , B E C A U S E T H A T ’ S
B O R I N G . T H E R E N E E D S T O B E A L O T
O F D I F F E R E N T P A R T S . T H E R E N E E D S
T O B E A P R O T A G O N I S T , A N
A N T A G O N I S T , A N D S O M E P E O P L E T H A T
Y O U ’ R E N O T R E A L L Y S U R E A B O U T
B E C A U S E T H A T A D D S M Y S T E R Y . A N D
Y O U C A N T A K E I N S P I R A T I O N F R O M
O T H E R W R I T E R S , B U T D O N ’ T
P L A G I A R I Z E . M Y M O M A N D D A D A R E
T E A C H E R S , A N D T H E Y F A I L A N Y O N E
W H O P L A G I A R I Z E S . ”
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If we don’t tell our stories, 
someone else will
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MAXINE THOMAS
EXPERT ON POVERTY
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Stories matter, but where to start? 
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Pick a moment in time…

Challenge
Why did you feel it was a challenge? 
What was so challenging about it?

Choice
Why did you make the choice you did? 
Where did you get the courage – or 
not? How did it feel?  

Outcome
How did the outcome feel? Why? 
What did it teach you? 
What do you want to teach us?
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MAUREEN BOWLING
EXPERT ON POVERTY
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Find your “Nugget of Truth”
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Tools in Your Toolbox: Public Narrative

Stories Matter 
• Effective way to influence policy makers, bust dangerous myths 
• Stories 22x more likely to be remembered than facts alone 
• Your voice can empower others to speak up, or be a voice for others 

Training Tool - Public Narrative 
• Translating values into action 
• Connecting the head to the heart 
• Link our own "calling" to a community call to action 
• Overcoming apathy with hope
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LASHON MARSHALL
EXPERT ON POVERTY

Powerful Speaking: Telling Your Story to Create Change #Voices4RESULTS



Public Narrative Structure

Self
Your purpose, call to leadership
Story of awakening

Us
Connecting to your community: 
What are the shared values, goals, 
choices your community must make? 

Now
What do you want me to do about it?
CALL TO ACTION!
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Don’t forget: color and texture
Sensory: See, touch, hear, taste
Descriptive detail helps retain in memory
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Also don’t forget feeling
How did it make you feel?
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Stories are sacred

With great power, comes great 
responsibility. 

Do not do for others what they 
can do for themselves. 

Do your homework, know your 
audience, 50/50 conversations. 

“Don’t talk unless you can 
improve the silence.” - Borges
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If you want to go fast, go alone. 
If you want to go far, go together. 

Visit RESULTS.org sign up for our Action Network

Learn more about our Experts on Poverty

Storytelling Workbook-resource to draft your story!

Twitter storytelling: #ExpertsOnPoverty | #TalkPoverty

Contact:
Yolanda M. Gordon| yolandagordon@me.com| 803.389.2002
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http://RESULTS.org
http://capwiz.com/results/mlm/signup/?Email=
http://www.results.org/issues/experts_on_poverty/
http://www.results.org/uploads/files/RESULTS-PowerfulStorytelling-workbook.pdf
https://twitter.com/search?q=#ExpertsOnPoverty&src=typd&lang=en
https://twitter.com/search?q=#TalkPoverty&src=tyah&lang=en
mailto:yolandagordon@me.com
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