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>> : Good afternoon, it is my honor to welcome you all to RESULTS 2019 International Conference.  We have individuals from across five continents gathered here today.  What a diverse, inspiring, and might I add, a good-looking crowd.

I had the incredible opportunity of being a part of the RESULTS real change fellowship this past year.  A year-long advocacy training program and I am so thrilled to welcome our newest class of RESULTS real change fellows.
[APPLAUSE]
RESULTS brings together individuals from all walks of life be it diverse countries, professions, backgrounds, or ages.  Within our fellowship class we had aspiring doctors, lawyers, pilots, definitely some aspiring presidents of the United States.  Amongst us we had a spectrum of adulting experience.  From a single mom who balanced the fellowship with work and family duties to me, an undergrad who is still figuring out how to ride the DC Metro.

RESULTS provides a platform for each and every one of us to feel empowered and to empower others in raising our voices to end poverty.  Poverty, growing up in the suburbs of Pittsburgh, I did not see much of it.  But during family visits to India it was so harshly the opposite.  As a young 10-year-old girl I still remember sitting in the backseat of my grandfather's car when a girl reached into my window asking for the juice box that I was drinking from.  My age, malnourished, clearly not in school on a weekday afternoon, I froze, shocked.  Between the window rolling up and the traffic lights changing, I did not give it to her.  As a child I felt guilty, leaving my juice box untouched that night.  But continuing to visit India growing up I started to accept poverty as a part of life, I experienced a cycle of empathy, guilt, and desensitization.  A cycle that can only breed inaction.

It is RESULTS that showed me that poverty need not be an accepted reality and, in fact, giving away our juice boxes is not is not the solution.  Rather, it is shifting our focus from charity to advocacy and policy change. From Civics halfheartedly memorized in the classroom to true civic engagement, and from desensitization to empowerment.

This room of passionate individuals supported in a grassroots movement by RESULTS it is our chance to see the world for what it is and drive change toward what it could be.  At a time when political disillusionment is so rampant there is no better moment for RESULTS message to resonate even louder.  In amplifying our message RESULTS takes a firm stance against saviorism and oppression.  Making it a priority to ensure that voices of real experts on poverty, advocates with first-hand experience, are heard loud and clear.

Many of you can probably relate to their powerful stories, where many others here have never struggled with poverty.  Regardless, in advocating for antipoverty policy we advocate for ourselves.  Whether that be for healthier communities, a fair representation of liberty and equality, or a brighter future ahead.  Looking back at 2019 so far, RESULTS volunteers have made huge strides.  For some of us this is a weekend to celebrate.  For others, a time to get refocused on advocacy goals.  And still others, a time to get a first introduction into lobbying.

But for each and every one of us it is a time to take action.  Thank you to the RESULTS staff for putting this conference together and without further ado, I have the great pleasure of introducing the guiding force of RESULTS, our Executive Director Dr. Joanne Carter.
[APPLAUSE]
Like so many of us in this room Joanne started her career with RESULTS as a volunteer advocate.  In New York she became group leader, then a volunteer regional coordinator.  Then in 1992 she left her job as a veterinarian to move to Washington and become Legislative Director for RESULTS.  Since then she has testified before Congress, been featured in the media all around the world, and sits on boards of some of the world's leading institutions in the fight against poverty.

She became Executive Director in 2008 leading us and working right alongside each of us toward our mission.  I am thrilled to now welcome Dr. Joanne Carter to the stage.
[APPLAUSE]
>> :  Thank you for that introduction but really so much more, thank you for your leadership and your example.  The path that each of us takes in finding our voices as advocates is so important and thank you for putatively sharing yours with that part of her voice you so clearly have.
[APPLAUSE]
Before I start, I just want to say we are thinking of everyone in Louisiana and the gulf coast right now bracing for the hurricane, and especially our RESULTS partners including two of our board members, Steve and Keanu, are in our thoughts.

I have had the honor of being Executive Director, of being up here for the last decade, and every time I do, each and every time, I am overwhelmed by the power, not behind the podium, but out there in this room, across the country, and around the world.  Because it is truly all of you that make this movement what it is.

I truly do not say that rhetorically.  A few months ago I was up on Capitol Hill testifying before Congress and when it came time for a question/answer, a congressman from Nebraska asked the first question and he looked at me and said you are from RESULTS, do you know Dr. Fran Moore so there were a dozen Washington insiders there testifying but the person in the head of his mind was back in Nebraska a long time RESULTS advocate and clearly expected from her years of volunteering, media work, and organizing. Fran, where are you?
[APPLAUSE]
Believe me when I say that is not an unusual experience for me.  When I go to Capitol Hill members of Congress may not recognize me right away but when I mention RESULTS they know exactly what I am talking about because they know the constituents back home, the advocates, the ones who have built a relationship and are moving issues forward and they really mention many of you by name.

I have been in Washington for almost three years now and nothing is clearer to me than the power of individuals to forge political change.  The advocacy in this room today doing this kind of transformational work across five continents.  Nothing inspires me like this network.  Your courage to engage, the relationships you build across parties, ideologies, and your power in seeing what is truly needed and working to make that a reality.

Unfortunately, in DC and in a lot of places around the world right now, we know it can be hard to find and certainly to hold onto inspiration.  We see profoundly challenging political circumstances, whether it is the onslaught from Washington, shifting political fault lines in the UK and Australia and Italy, you name it, shrinking political space in India and the repression of journalists and activists on every continent.

In so many places we see politics that actively target marginalized groups.  Playing on racism, misogyny and prejudice, xenophobia, hyper nationalism, bearing their ugly teeth in rhetoric and public policy, whether in U.S., India, across Europe.

I want to emphasize that for all of us it is a challenging environment but for many here these threats are not just political, but they are personal.  The targeting of immigrants and refugees in the communities of color, of trans and non-binary people, of religious and ethnic minorities, women, the consequences of repressive policies are not felt just out there in the world but here in this room.

They have partnered to put themselves at risk in taking political action and as advocates we cannot forget this.  We need to take action where we are able to act.  Those of us who have the freedom to act and we should never take that for granted.

So would you raise your hand if, over the last year, you felt some disillusionment, fear, anxiety, or personal threat of what is happening in your country.  Please put your hands down.  So how many of you have still been taking action?  Raise your hand.  That is where I get my hope.  It is not just that your actions are happening in spite of the political environment, but your actions are cutting through.

Where is [inaudible] from Dallas? I asked if I could share just a bit of what she has been up to.
[APPLAUSE]
Because at a time like this she is showing how even starting from a blank slate you can rapidly build relationships that make change possible down the road.  Last November her district in Texas elected a Republican member of Congress, Representative Van Taylor, and even before he was sworn in [inaudible] had her first face-to-face meeting with him.  Then she saw that he denounced a series of monthly constituent copies, so she marked her calendar.  He had run on a platform of being open and responsive to constituents and she was going to take him up on it.

And he also committed to being part partisan in his approach and she was going to support him to make good on that promise.  She saw him in March, in April, again in May, it is now July and she has talked to him face to face five times and she is going to see him again on Tuesday.
[APPLAUSE]
I actually think that is more that I talk to some of my closest friends.  Recently she had a brilliant letter to the editor published in the Dallas Morning News and she wrote powerfully about what she wanted the congressman to take action AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria, and how, for her, it was personal that she was born and raised in Zimbabwe, which still has one of the highest rates of HIV in the world, and how the virus deeply affected her family.

And she also opened the letter by applauding the congressman publicly for his commitment for meeting with constituents and his bipartisanship.  A few days later she saw the congressman and he told her that the morning the letter was published he got a call from his own mother saying how she had read the letter and how proud she was of him for being so responsible to his constituents.
[APPLAUSE]
I think RESULTS uses a lot of creative strategies but getting to the congressman's mom may be a new one.  Keep that in your back pocket.  I think because work is such a powerful example of an approach that has persisted in bold, nonpartisan, -- someone first and explain to these issues and it's grounded in our partnership because she is not alone, there is a whole amazing Dallas team.

Thinking about our partnership across the world and across the country you are all proving again and again just how far this advocacy work can take us and what makes it possible.  I want to just take a few minutes to remind us of those -- I'm not going to get all of them, but some of the impact you have had in this last year.

I think about how you are making change happen with your fearlessness.  You are not shying away from being bold, even when the prevailing wisdom says the opposite.  Where is the UK team?
[APPLAUSE]
Seeing political turmoil, forging ahead, pushing for a big increase to UK government pledged to the Global fund to fight AIDS and beat malaria.  If ever there was a time in the UK when you could have convinced yourselves to be less ambitious, to be reasonable, to lower your expectations, it was now.

But you didn't.  And you set a bold target and you advocated with Parliament and you worked with government officials and against all odds one of the last major political actions Theresa May has taken as Prime Minister was announcing exactly the increase that you asked for 1.4 billion pounds pledged to global fund.
[APPLAUSE]
Right now advocates from Canada and Australia and Italy and France and elsewhere also pushing their governments for bigger investments in the global fund and they are not being stopped by the voices that say it is unreasonable.

When I think about this room, I think about how you are using the power of relationships and nonpartisanship to reach across divides.  When legislation threatened to strip assistance to people across the U.S. you got to senior centers in both parties.  Judy driving across Iowa to get to a town hall.  Jonathan getting a [indiscernible] resolution Kansas University.  Pamela talking to candidates on the campaign trail.  Who else took action last year to protect SNAP?  Raise your hands.  Thank you.
[APPLAUSE]
At the end of December Congress passed a bipartisan farm bill that protected nutrition assistance for 2 million low income people in this country.  That was the outcome of your work.
[APPLAUSE]
And when I think about this room I think about when the White House failed to do its job you [inaudible] went around them and worked with Congress on both sides of the aisle.  When governments from around the world gathered in February to begin just making plans for the funding of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS to beat malaria it was kind of the kickoff movement, the U.S. administration did not even show up.  But thanks to you instead we brought a letter signed by 137 members of Congress from both parties supporting the global fund and we passed out over 100 copies of that letter to senior government officials from around the world to show them that the United States was not stepping back.

We printed the whole thing out with all of the signatures and as I pointed to that long list of congressional signers, I need to find so many of them with the work of an advocate in this room.  I think about when the White House try to slash budgets for the fight against poverty with your support Congress actually boosted funding for the global fund, for housing, for the fight against tuberculosis, for nutrition, for education, including some record highs and they did in a bipartisan way.
[APPLAUSE]
And when I think about this room, I think about you building new global champions and working behind the scenes to get leaders to take action.  Where are the folks from [indiscernible] Health?  There is the team.
[APPLAUSE]
I think of how at the Africa Union meeting this spring you and other partners got heads of state to commit to a landmark target of 5 percent of national GDP for health.  And that built on months and years of work and now you are not letting it rest, you’re galvanizing the advocacy to hold leaders to deliver on it.  Thank you.
[APPLAUSE]
Global health advocate France, where are you?
[APPLAUSE]
People that were here last year they were to announce they got the French Government to commit to hosting the meeting for the Global Fund to Fight AIDS and to beat malaria and now once a month and every month they are sitting down with the advisors to President Macron to share intelligence from our global partnerships and from all the countries around the world to actually help France rally the world to invest in the fight.
[APPLAUSE]
And RESULTS Canada they had a front row seat when Prime Minister Trudeau pledged in June that Canada would invest $1.4 billion every year for 10 years for global health with a special focus on sexually reproductive health and rights.
[APPLAUSE]
And that is because RESULTS Canada was a key member of the coalition that helped design the initiative and campaigned to make it happen.  I think about a great story I just heard I think following the RESULTS Australia National Conference when three RESULTS Australian volunteers met with a member of Parliament and he was, apparently, so moved by what they said that he agreed to personally endorse and send a letter written by his constituents to the prime minister.
[APPLAUSE]
And when I think about this room I think about the people with first-hand experience on these issues, the real experts taking the lead.  Cara who takes the [indiscernible] before the United Nations.
[APPLAUSE]
Calling on world leaders last September into action on tuberculosis.  Clara future CNN calling out the devastating impact of ugly and false assumptions about people experiencing poverty.
[APPLAUSE]
And really leading our U.S. advocacy is a group of advocates with first-hand experience with poverty who are both using their own expertise and stories as advocates and also playing a central part in defining our policy agenda.  Experts on poverty, where are you?
[APPLAUSE]
Right after the midterm election last November as the new congress got ready to come to Washington the experts on poverty played a key role in shaping our new advocacy agenda campaign on the affordable housing crisis in the United States.  They called out the housing issue, not just as a key driver of poverty, but also as a cause and a needed response to the insidious racial wealth divide.  As an organization we have long focused on underlying causes of poverty, recognizing that poverty is not just about the amount of money in your pocket but that human rights and our basic needs, like housing.

Because if we have a safe place to call home affects health, nutrition, education, economic [indiscernible] for good or bad.  There is not a single county in the United States where someone earning minimum wage can afford a modest two-bedroom apartment.  Nowhere.  And beyond the family struggling to find somewhere to live in the first place, many others manage to hold on to the housing only at the expense of other basic needs.

As author Matthew Desmond the rent eats first.  And the number is even worse when we look at who the affordable housing crisis mostly affects.  Homeownership is the most single largest driver of this country’s racial wealth divide.  Medium wealth for white families is nine times that of black families.  Decades of discriminatory policy has gotten us here from redlining segregation to predatory lending and mortgage policies.

In the last 25 years the gap in homeownership between black and white families has actually gotten worse.  Not better.  We know that housing is just one area where systemic racism continues to undermine opportunity.

Meanwhile, 75 percent of low-income at-risk households who are eligible for federal rental assistance do not receive it because the program is so grossly underfunded, 75 percent.  This is not a modest shortcoming of public policy; this is a massive failure and one we need to address.
[APPLAUSE]
We are taking on this new campaign and I was thinking about today I was also reflecting about when I first joined RESULTS as a volunteer in 1988.  How many people here were not born yet in 1988?  That will give you some perspective.  In 1988 -- and we were in the early stages of another critical campaign at that time.  At that time, globally, 41,000 children under the age of five were dying every day and largely from things that existing tools could prevent or cure.

There were many causes but the one that haunted me the most at the time and the one that still haunts me was tetanus.  Then it was one of the biggest killers of newborns who became infected through their umbilical cord.  Parents would think that their tiny newborns were smiling for the first time, but it was actually the muscle spasms that were the signs of tetanus convulsions and the precursor to a terrible death.

That was for one of 60 cents worth of a vaccine for the mom.  This structural violence of poverty is what we are up against then. And now it is no coincidence who it affects.  Who are those babies dying from tetanus and where did they live?  It was not random.  The isolation of poverty or geography, the legacy of colonialism, these were factors determining whether newborns lived or died.

With almost every any part of the issue what we find is a connection too deeply rooted systems of oppression.  In other words, inequality is not shared equally.  Racism from the affordable housing crisis, separate homophobia or sexism from the fight against HIV and that list goes on.  Poverty does not live in a vacuum.

When the challenges are big the overwhelming temptation could be that we shrink our vision and negotiate ourselves down, but big problems require big solutions and big solutions demand our biggest vision.

When we commit ourselves to something big it forces us to then answer the question of what it will really take to get there.  One result was in the early stages of its campaign on child survival it was driven by a vision that we could make radical progress against the senseless deaths of 41,000 children a day if the world could make it a political priority.

That was 31 years ago, and we held tight to our vision and took action required to make it real.  From the first world summit for children to an ambitious set of targets and are actually current board chair.
[APPLAUSE]
He was the deputy Director of UNICEF at that time and orchestrated that world Summit.  The advocacy with Congress and governments from around the world day in and day out for decades to mobilize the millions and then billions of resources to be invested to transform that fight.

Over that time the number of children dying each day has dropped by almost two thirds.  And today deaths from tetanus in newborns is down over 95 percent.

[APPLAUSE]
This is just one of the areas where we see staggering progress.  In 1990 one in three people lived in extreme poverty.  Today that number is one in ten.  As a UK academic put it, we could have a headline [indiscernible] 837,000 people moved out of extreme poverty and that would have been true every day for the last two decades.
[APPLAUSE]
When HIV treatment scaled up from a few thousand people to 22 million people HIV has been transformed from a death sentence and a driver of social and economic collapse to a chronic disease.

Just to be clear, I do not say any of this to create a sense of complacency or to minimize the challenges that we are still facing, but there are two lessons for me here.  The first one is coming back to that lesson of equity.  Because, unfortunately, even though child deaths in extreme poverty are a fraction of what they were, we are still failing to reach far too many people and an answer to who those people are is deeply rooted in larger systems of oppression.

Two forces of oppression shape our world deeply, but they are not naturally occurring.  These are systems of injustice that cross society that we have created over centuries.  As advocates we have a role to play, not just in calling out oppressive systems, but actually changing the policies that enable them.  Or Mark but the good news is that bad policy has created equitable and just policies can help change.  If we are up to the task.

It requires actively putting marginalized groups first in our policies and in our investments.  It's not just the right thing to do, it's actually the only way we are going to succeed.

[APPLAUSE]
The other lesson for me is if you heard some of it from even what we have been doing today is that these things are possible but only if we go after them.  Next year is going to be RESULTS’ 40th anniversary.
[APPLAUSE]
But even more importantly is that celebration is where it has brought us and the fact that we are now 10 years away from 2030 the year, world leaders have agreed to as a target for achieving the ambitious sustainable development goals that apply to every country that and the Scrooges, to end extreme poverty, and to commit to reaching everyone.

As we take action, we need to hold that big vision in front of us front and center.  When we all started working on child survival some of you will remember we thought to increase child fund for 25 million to $75 million would back then.  It was an accomplishment in itself but it was also an early down payment that we could and those needless death.

So these next days together we’ll be focused on specific concrete actions.  We are going to ask members of Congress to come sponsor a resolution on a global fund to fight AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria, but it's not really about a congressional resolution.  Is about ending these epidemics.  We are going to ask Congress to support [indiscernible] tax credit.  That's important in itself but it's not about the nuances about the tax code, it's about making sure our policies to support everyone having access to safe affordable place to call home.

On health, housing, nutrition, education, economic opportunity, tackling the racial wealthy five, this isn't just about taking the next step, though every step matters.  It is about holding out the vision where the world needs to be in working on a path to get there.

That bigger vision isn't just for the world but also for ourselves.  To make the progress we need requires more than an action, it requires more leaders in government and in our movement, it requires more young leaders, a space for them, and especially more of us with actual first-hand experience of poverty leading the way.  And our advocacy and our partnerships we need to center their leadership of community both directly affected.  Working with others in solidarity, not on behalf of others and paternalism because the work of equity isn't just about the policies we promote, it's about who we are as a movement.

This requires not looking to [inaudible] oppression in the world but our interactions and how it affects our community.  Systemic oppression means that some people are deeply disadvantaged but we are all week if we allow the system to persist.
[APPLAUSE]
In our own internal organization oppression has been a growing focus across the grass roots at work we still have a long path ahead of us and we recognize how much work there is to do but we are committed to getting there.  In a little while you will hear from a group of organizational leaders about this.  It's not just the right thing to do, it's actually essential to achieving our mission because it will take an equitable movement to the level and equitable world.
[APPLAUSE]
At this fractured moment we cannot forget the challenges and the trauma each might be facing, the challenge that our politics and our ambition for the world.  But each of us also holds our own stories, our own voices, our own power.  So before I close, I just want to encourage you all to take a moment, to take a breath, and really look around this room.  Take a moment and look around the room.

Whether it is on housing or tax policy or health, nutrition, or education, remember that your actions and your voices are a part of this community and this movement.  In a minute we will also stand up and identify where we are from.  As we do that, I ask you to remember it's not about geography but it's also solidarity.  We are taking action we might be doing it apart, but we are not doing it alone.

Real equity in this world will not be easy but if we can hold onto our vision and hold onto each other I know it is possible.  Thank you for being my partner and thank you for all that we will accompany fleece weekend and going forward.
[APPLAUSE]

You are amazing, thank you.
>> : Welcome, once again.  Let me take a moment to introduce myself.  I work for RESULTS U.S.  I work for RESULTS UK.
[APPLAUSE]
As John said earlier that the real power is not on the stage or behind the podium but is actually out there in the room with passionate individuals like you who have traveled from different parts of the state and countries.  So let's take a moment to recognize ourselves and I will ask Alice to tell us how we do that.
>> : I promise this will be the fun part.

State through the Congress is going to be exciting.  In the next minute we are going to be announcing the states and the countries.  When we get to your home, we want you to stand up, cheer up, show us how excited you are to be here.  Okay?  But we are going to be moving along because we have a lot of exciting sessions right after this.  Are we ready?  Could you all stand up for minute?  We are going to practice, okay?  When the sign goes green, you go wild.  When it turns red, you stop.  Are you ready?

Go.  Stop.  Go.  Stop.  One more time.  Go.  Stop.  All right, we are getting started.
>> : All right let's see who is here.  Australia.  Belgium.  Canada.  Let's make some noise for France.  Ethiopia.  India.  Let's hear it for Italy.  Our colleagues from Japan are on the air but can we celebrate them?  Mexico.  Nepal.  Pakistan.  South Africa.  Let's hear it for Switzerland.  UK.  Zambia.

So we will move on to the U.S. in a minute.  Uganda. Let's hear it for Uganda.  Did we miss any other countries?  Zimbabwe.  Anyone else that we missed?  Somalia.  Anyone else?  Any other countries? Bangladesh.  Anybody else?  We don't want to miss anyone.

Anyone else?  Did we miss any other country?  Let's move to the U.S.  Let's go see if we can remember 50 states.  Alabama.  Alaska.  Arizona.  Arkansas.  California.  Colorado.  Connecticut.  Delaware.  DC.  Florida.  Let's hear it for Georgia.  Hawaii.  Idaho.  Illinois.  Indiana.  Iowa.  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Has anyone from Louisiana made it here yet?  We have Maine.  Let's hear it for Maryland.  Massachusetts.  Michigan.  Minnesota.  Let's hear it for Mississippi.  Missouri.  Montana.  Nebraska.  Nevada.  New Hampshire.  New Jersey.  New Mexico.  New York.  Do we have anyone from New York?  No?  I hear they are coming.  North Carolina.  Let's hear it for North Dakota.  Ohio.  Oklahoma.  Oregon.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode Island.  South Carolina.  South Dakota.  Tennessee.  Texas.  Utah.  Vermont.  Virginia.  Washington.  West Virginia.  Wisconsin.  Wyoming.

And he states that we missed?  Just give yourself one final round of applause.
[APPLAUSE]
>> : Great job, team.  I want to say a few additional thank yous.  First, I am going to go through a list of major sponsors and I truly want to thank them because their support does help make the conference affordable for everybody and the support is hugely appreciated.

So sponsors for step two partnership, the Congressional hunger Center, the global partnership for education, the International Union against TB and lung disease.  So let's just take a moment to thank them.
[APPLAUSE]
I also just want to take a moment to acknowledge those fabulous RESULTS staff and the staff of our actual partnerships.
[APPLAUSE]
This is such an incredibly talented, committed group of people and they have been working around the clock for the last weeks and months to make this conference happen and all year long. Their smart and thoughtful work is supporting the grassroots and our partners around the world to make a huge impact in the world.

So can I ask the RESULTS staff to stand up to be recognized?  Don't be shy.
[APPLAUSE]
I can't tell if she is in the room but a special thanks to our events and conference manager who has done an incredible job.
[APPLAUSE]
I also just want to ask for a moment you saw some of them in the groups, but I want to ask the staff from all of our partner organizations to stand because you are some of the most hard-working and smart and because I have ever known.  So please just stand up if you are staff from our partner organizations.
[APPLAUSE]
Thank you.  And finally, but definitely not at all at least, one of the most important folks in our RESULTS movement are our regional coordinators, the volunteer leaders who we support.  Can I ask original corners from the U.S. or if you hear from any other RESULTS partner to please stand up.  We could not work without you.
[APPLAUSE]
Next is going to be a really important session and I am honored to welcome a fork grassroots leaders help ground us in this community and in our values.

As I said earlier, we commit ourselves to combating oppression on levels in policy and within our own movement.  We know we have a ways to go but we are deeply committed to this and I am especially grateful to the individuals within the grassroots network, on the staff, and on the board,  who are leading the way.  I am really excited to welcome mixing, Jonathan, Rachel, and was in a.
[APPLAUSE]
>> : Hello, everyone.  RESULTS is a movement of passionate, committed, everyday people.  Together we use our voices to enforce the political decisions that will bring it into.

Hi, my name is Maxine Thomas and I am a grassroots board member and also an expert on poverty here at RESULTS.  As a grassroots body and as an organization we are committed to combating oppression into making sure we create a welcoming inclusive space for everyone in this work.

This value statement is something that a group of grassroots had worked on together.  To make us the strongest possible movement we can be.  And to ground us all in our community.
>> : Poverty cannot and as long as oppression exists.  We commit to opposing all forms of oppression including racism, classism, colonialism, favoritism, sexism, homophobia, trans phobia, ableism, xenophobia, and religious discrimination.

My name is Jonathan Cole, I am from Manhattan, Kansas and I am a for real change fellow.  We know that combating oppression is central to both our advocacy work and how we relate to each other in our community.

As a member of the LGBTQ community living in Kansas, more likely to face many barriers to keeping you from thriving.  In my state one in three -- one in five do not have the insurance.  I can be evicted from my home, lose my job, and be barred from adopting a child just because of who I love.

We know that being a part of an oppressed community is linked to lower social outcomes.  The specs is one of the way oppression affects my community.

I am often pleased by members of privilege that I need to react to oppression and a civil and respectful way.  That when I destructively protest for career liberation people in power tell me that it is not the way to go.

That I need to not talk about my sexuality because it is not that important.  In a time where I'll be cheating are significant and more likely to take their own lives, we must address these oppressive behaviors when we witness them.
[APPLAUSE]
>> : RESULTS to create space for all voices.  We will address oppressive behavior in our interactions, communities, work, and world.  Diversity of experiences.  This is important at every level of our work.  From the language we use to how we interact to how we [inaudible] together for what we advocate for.  My name is Rachel I'm a RESULTS regional quality and a real change fellow.

The ultimate tragedy is not oppression [inaudible] but the bad people but the [inaudible] of the good people.  Raising our voices to address poverty is excellent.  Oppression -- to address oppression and poverty cannot be eliminated.  Poverty and oppression are intertwined and the combination -- the impact of each peer.

The result -- address oppression.  The quality of our relationship, in fact, the quality of our thinking and the quality of our policy making is, in fact, the quality of our actions.  The quality of our actions affect the quality of our results.  Remaining neutral when it comes to oppression can only lead us to become a more oppressive.  Therefore we start to develop an organizational culture and grassroots advocate in equities.  We continue to ask where, why, who and how we do what we do, and we seek ways of addressing inequities.

We also want to be welcoming to all.  We ensure that the choices that we make as an organization is based on our core values and the policies that we advocate for replace our identity, our purpose, our vision, and our activities.  Instead of making inquisitions, criticizing, and complaining, we seek clarity and we advocate for our common goal which is to be.  We understand that the within an organization and we are aware of the fact that culture is needed to raise efficacy, disability, or sexual orientation.  There are other valuable [inaudible] and culture.

They have personal identities.  We start to treat each person as an individual and RESULTS is committed to helping all of its members to be culturally competent.  Resources to staff grassroots members and help us to be aware of our own biases and to disrupt and dismantle oppressive behaviors.

This year RESULTS established its first anti-oppression coalition with the express purpose to advance the -- what a great way for our organization education and most important especially those experiencing oppression.  Before I arrived in DC, I was in Florida attending the national conference of help.  One of the speakers at that conference is something that I would like to share with you.  She said and I quote "Do not sit on the sideline when you have a chance to [inaudible] change."  Today I would like to thank each one of you for making the choice to not sit on the sideline, to drive results, and to raise your voice to advance political decisions that will bring an end to poverty.  Thank you.
[APPLAUSE]
>> : With unearned privilege comes the responsibility to act so the burden to educate and change doesn't fall solely on those experiencing oppression.  We missed the mark on our values, we will acknowledge our mistake, seek forgiveness, learning, and work together as a community to pursue equity.

Identify as white, she, her, and a child of God.  But unearned privilege that pretty much describes my life.  Though as a girl in the 1950s and now as an older woman, I have encountered my share of dismissals.  Looking back I have always moved within assumptions of safety, success, entitlement, and superiority.  So I am deeply grateful to be working now toward ending injustice however I can.

As a member of the Connecticut Chapter of Undoing Racism I am learning, slowly, the work it takes to hang in there, engage, not flinch from the habits of a lifetime of white privilege.  I deeply respect and value the courage and friendship it takes for people of color to ask for active ally ship, active speaking out, not hanging back when injustice is perceived, whether in a grocery store on or on a national stage.

Expecting white allies to self-educate and participate in ways that begin to remove the cause of assumption that culture has swaddled us with from infancy.  Listening, respecting, supporting, listing more.  And RESULTS has tools to assist us here at this conference and beyond.  The call in, call out the training is fabulous.  As are the materials that the anti-oppression table in the lobby.  If you yourself experience oppressive behavior during the conference and feel you cannot deal with it alone, please find someone at the oppression table who can find you help or go to a staff member.

That said, to me this work is not about becoming nice people.  I am not perfect, and a jerk on a regular basis.  So I depend on friends at my side, like all of you, to call me in or call me out.  Please do.  I will apologize and learn and try to grow.  But friends, the work we do here is pressing.  Ending poverty and injustice is pressing.  Ending installation lies systems of oppression is pressing.  We cannot let our messes and consequent little resentments get in the way of our effectiveness and integrity.

[APPLAUSE]
We need to clean things up then get back on task serving the high vision of creating equity, opportunity, and full thriving in this world.  Our mission is the privilege we share.  Our mission is the responsibility we shoulder together.  And it is an honor to do so.
[APPLAUSE]
>> : There are no saviors, only partners, advocates, and allies.  I agreed to help make the RESULTS movement a respectful and inclusive space.  We hope you'll join us in this commitment and keeping in mind all weekend and in all the work we do together so I am going to ask you a few questions and you can say yes, and we can all feel the power of our commitments.

Do we pledge to create space for all voices?  Yes.  Will we acknowledge our mistakes, seek forgiveness, and learn?  Yes.  Will we work together to pursue equity?  Yes.  Will we help make RESULTS in a respectful, inclusive space?  Yes.  Thank you.
[APPLAUSE]
Next I would like to invite up some of my colleagues for a chance to [inaudible] ourselves and our community.
[APPLAUSE]
>> : Hello everyone.  Hello again.  Just to reintroduce myself again I am the health organizer for RESULTS and I'm here with my colleagues and I am Emerson national hunger fellow working with national par reworking for RESULTS.
[APPLAUSE]
So now that we've gotten to know who is in the room and where you are all from, we are going to Key but to a little bit of why we are here.  When I think about why I think about it in a doorway.  The first part of that is impact and that's a difference I want to make in the world and the second part is contribution which is the steps I am taking every day.

In a couple of minutes we will invite all of you to reflect on why you're here but before we do that, I would like to share my why with you.  I grew up in Kenya back in the '90�s�.  We have some 1990�s� in the house?  That was when HIV and AIDS was very prevalent in the country and to be honest, I know I have some Kenyan colleagues in the room there were billboards in every corner of the city with images of skeletons of human beings and very stigmatizing messages.

AIDS kills.  It was horrible.  I lost friends and family I want to take a few minutes to share that with you.  Rosie was my next-door neighbor in the village where I come from.  She lived with her mom, her dad, and her little sister and her older sister.  The first person taken from that family was the older sister.  Her mom got sick, she was taken to the hospital, a couple of months later she died too.  Then her dad got sick.  He was taken to the hospital and hoping of sending him back home it was too late, there was nothing they could do.  In a span of a couple of months we had two burials in our village and watch as an entire household -- it was devastating.

A couple of months later we learned that Rosie tested positive, the doctor said she would not get her seventh birthday party.  I cried and then I prayed and then I cried again.  That was the only thing I knew had to do.  Somewhere along there God had me.  The first thing they did for Rosie was they put her on an antiviral program, and she was going to receive her medication, the second part of that is they said they would help her .

As I speak with you today, little Rosie has gone through her primary education and Kenya.  I just talked to my mom last night and she [indiscernible] in Nairobi Kenya.
[APPLAUSE]
To be honest, I don't think that would be possible if organizations like the global fund were nonexistent.  I come from a country where we see members of Parliament as we call them during elections, and they come to us with a lot of promises and we don't get to see them until five years again when the next election.

Then I came to the United States.  Then I became a part of RESULTS.  When I learned about the power of my voice and in Delaware away from home and Kenya, I have the right and the responsibility to hold my members of Congress accountable for promises they are going to do.  That is a privilege that I did not have growing up.  And I have never looked back.  As someone who has grown up in poverty and lived in it, and lived around it, I want you all to know that what you do really makes a difference.

And maybe, one letter or one phone call, or all of those face to face meetings that you've had with members of Congress -- may be little Rosie would have been a statistic like the rest of her family.  When I think about my why, that is my wife.  And I am going to turn it over.
[APPLAUSE]
>> : I think about my why with three main tenants.  The first is that this work is deeply personal to me as someone who has experienced poverty and his family who has and is currently experiencing poverty, that is the undergirding of reason why I seek to end poverty in the U.S. and nationwide.

Second, is that poverty is not natural.  There is nothing natural about poverty which means we have an incredible amount of agency to do something about that.  And third, I know that I have an immense amount of identity privilege which means I want to use that in order to bring about an end of poverty and create a world where equity is the baseline.  So now that Alice and I had both shared our stories we want to give you all a chance to really ground yourself in thinking why you became an advocate and what you hope to accomplish during the conference.

So we know that the next couple of days are going to be fast, you are going to learn a whole bunch of things, learn about new policy ideas, meet new people, and then cap it off with a day on the hill and we want to make sure that you have time to think about why you are here and what Center do in coming to the conference.  And also set some goals for yourself.  What you hope to accomplish during the next couple of days.  Go ahead and take a minute and silently think of over the two questions here and then we will come back together.

So now that you have all had time to think about that we will do a little bit of sharing.  So if you can look around and try to find someone you have not met, semi-close to you, we will pair up and talk for about two minutes.  You don't need to move quite yet.  We don't want you to venture too far because we are going to come back together pretty fast but go ahead and share the reflection you had on those two questions.  We will give you a heads up when you have one-minute left to wrap things up and if you see someone that looks like they don't have a partner, please invite them in.  And for folks in the room that come to advocacy for deeply personal reasons and don't feel comfortable sharing your why, go ahead and just talk about what you think advocacy is important in the movement to end poverty.  Go ahead and find a partner and shirt start sharing.

One minute left so get in rapid.  The first persons why and then we will switch.  Go ahead and switch if you have not yet.  If you have not switched yet, go ahead and switch now.  One minute.  Please wrap up your conversations and then we will come back together.  Go ahead and wrap your conversations up fleet.

Can anybody hear me?  Did you have a good timesharing?  Now that you've had a chance to hear from the person next to you, we want to get the room.  We are going to read some questions and, if anything, resonates with you, raise your hand, scream, show us that that resonated with you.

Who came here because in some way you feel like poverty is a solvable issue?
[APPLAUSE]
Who came here because you are tired of sitting on the sidelines and you want to be part of a solution?
[APPLAUSE]
Who found RESULTS because a friend or neighbor or someone else in your life referred you?
[APPLAUSE]
Now that you have had your wise, let's see who is excited to be here today.
[APPLAUSE]
Who is nervous?  Is anybody nervous?  Who wants to better understand to act on the issues we care about?  Who has one of your goals as meeting one new person today?  How many of you do not have an idea what you're going to get from this conference?  That's okay.  Who wants to see a world without poverty?
[APPLAUSE]
Thank you so much for taking your time to think about your wise with us and now I will turn it over to Joe and to introduce the next guest.  Thank you.
[APPLAUSE]
>> : Fantastic job and thanks for allowing us to inspire ourselves.  Now I am really excited to welcome our future speaker for this afternoon.  I was talking earlier about the creativity that you all show in your advocacy and learning and adapting along the way, making things happen, and for the final talk we will focus on the building blocks of how we think and act in the world and actually a session on learning through play.

So welcome Sarah Walkman who is the Senior fellow for the Lego organization.  The Lego foundation has been an essential partner to RESULTS to develop advocacy here in Washington.  Sarah's work at the level foundation has included strategy, global partnerships.  She is one of the architects of the annual Lego idea that helps drive the foundation's mission to empower children to become creative and engage lifelong learners.  Sarah graduated from Columbia Law school and has worked in the education sector for more than 25 years as a teacher, nonprofit executive, curriculum writer, teacher trainer, program Director, and funder.

So as we kick off this conference and we will learn about some of the earliest building blocks all of us have in our lives what that means for the world and helping every child to be set up to succeed and have a little fun too.  So please join me in welcoming Sarah from the Lego foundation.
[APPLAUSE]
>> : Thanks, Joanne.  Hello.  What an inspiring session.  Thank you so much JoAnn.  And Aaron thank you for inviting me I feel honored to be filled with those working so passionately to an end poverty.  I'm excited to talk to today.  My topic today is learning to play, and I hope you'll hear my talk with two sets of years.  One is to think about the importance of early childhood development, what every child needs and deserves in order to lay a foundation for a strong and healthy life, for brain development, and for quality learning.  And also, I want to urge you to listen with another set of years.  You all are and the kids out in the world trying to engage people, trying to teach them, and help them to learn so I want to urge you to think about the importance and opportunity of hands on engaging activities and experience.

And maybe at the end you will think a little bit about how you might bring this into your own work and think about the ways you can engage people in your content and hands-on and exciting ways.  This is going to be a very interactive session.  I'm going to come down from the podium.  I'll test whether you can still hear me.  It's true that this is the mission of the Lego foundation to empower children to become creative and engaged lifelong learners.  And when we think about play, which is at the heart of our work, I want to ask you to reflect for a moment on your own experience of play as a child.

So let me just ask you, how did you play?  Playing house, playing school.  Raise your hand if you did some of that dramatic play.  A little captive audience of stuffed animals.  How did you play when you were younger?
>> : I played with my sister and our dog and we played for hours.
>> : Playing with her sister and her dolls for hours and hours.
>> : Unsupervised play.  Raise your hand if you played with Multi eight age group of kids and were told to be back before dark and who knows where you went.  How did you play over here?  Dropping) into a milk bottle.  Over here, how did you play?  Outside.  Sports.  What was your favorite?  Baseball.  Did you ever play stickball?

Who else over here?  Digging up vacant lots and making them into towns.  Any mud pies in the room?  Let's take a second to think about what you learned.  Think about the ways that you played.  What did you learn while you were playing?  Creative problem-solving, cooperation, imagination, communication, independence.  Lots and lots of things.  And yet, in our culture, in our society, play has an image problem.  This is the definition of play on Google, it is literally defined as the opposite of something important.

Not surprisingly at the Lego Foundation and we think that play really matters.  We think it is really important to children's development.  We think it's really important for all people.  And we believe it's an incredibly powerful way to learn.

So it would be more than ironic if I stood up here and talk to about playing, and of course we're going to play.  So let me start with a little challenge.  If you took six regular level Lego bricks and they are all the same color and they are all the same shape.  Raise your hand if you think there are more than 10 ways to put six bricks together.  I will give you a little start here.  Everybody raise your hand.  There are definitely more than 10 ways.  Keep your hand in the air if you think there are more than 100 ways to put them together.

Keep your hand in the air if you think there are more than 1000 ways.  Keep your hand in the air if you think there are more than 10,000 ways.  And actually, I will ask if we can turn off the notes preview, and I don't want to show the answer.  I don't need the notes.  So keeper your hand in the air if you think it's more than 100,000.  Keep your hand and they are if you think it's more than a million.  10 million.  100 million.

100 million?  915 million ways to put six bricks together.  Is a small number of elements with an incredible number of opportunities.  Different ways to imagine the RESULTS.  So I want to provide you with an example of what we call learning through play.

Now learning through play we will put in quotation marks.  This is not just the accidental learning while you're playing stickball.  There is lots of learning that happens when you're playing stickball.  This is not just the stuff you happen to learn when you are making mud pies.  These are guided play experiences that develop skills across the developmental [inaudible].  This is a specific kind of experience.  So what we will do is have a quick learn to play serious together.  Make a little building station for yourself.  A notebook, your bag, your program.  Put something in your lap they get you ready to build and everybody should have a small bag.  The easiest way to open this bag is to open it perpendicular.  So if you just pulled to the side you should not have to use your teeth.

If everybody could get ready to build.  Joanne is rated to go.  Excellent.  You should have six elements in front of you and I will pull out my old teacher habits here.  I see cricket is ready to build.  I see Ellen is ready.  I see the bill is ready build.  Raise your hand if you need a lot more time.  Here we go.  I will give you 30 seconds and I will ask you to build a duck.  Are you ready?  Go.

A duck.  Time is halfway up.  I will give you a couple extra seconds.  When your duck is done hold it in the air.  Hold up your duck.  Let's take a look.  Take a look around.

What do you notice?  They are all different.  How many people are in this room?  Almost 400 people.  Does anybody see a match?  Does anybody see two ducks the same?  This would be my first ever, to people the same.  Almost 400 people in this room and look at all the possibilities.  Let me ask you, what did that feel like?  It was hard?  What else?  Find.  Find.

What happened in the room?  While you are building?  Laughter.  A lot of quiet.  Did you notice the room just completely settled and everybody focused on the task?  Will be holding in your mind while you were building your duck.  The image of a duck.  When was the last time you saw a duck?  It was not today.  What we call that when we try to remember something from a long time ago?  Long-term memory.  What else did you have to hold in your head?  You are thinking about what a duck looks like.  What else are you holding in your mind?

What you have to work with.  Anything else?  The pressure.  Why was there pressure?  Because there is a time limit and there is instruction.  So you are remembering something I just told you.  What kind of memory is that?  Short-term memory.  So what skills do you think, other than churn short-term memory and long-term memory, short-term memory we also caught working memory, what skills do you think you were using or developing while you are building the duck?  Motor skills.

Creativity.  Fine motor skills.  Find sensory skills.  A tension to detail.  These are some of the skills we have identified.  There are definitely more.  This was a 32nd exercise.  But what I want to highlight for you is how a very small activity uses and develops a wide range of skills.  Let me test this issue of what constitutes a duck.  That's not a duck?  It is whatever I wanted to be.  I am a chef and I am getting ready to prepare my duck, it is peaking duck, here it is all carved up and ready to cook.  The message here is there is no wrong ducks and the open handedness of this activity is what allows for this level of skill development.

So the point I want to make is that a learning to play experience promotes development across the domain.  So physical, was this experience physical?  Cognitive.  We will talk more about that.  Creative.  Emotional.  We heard a little bit of stress over here.  And social.  You are comparing your ducks and talking to each other.

What we would argue with the Lego foundation is that all children need and deserve is an opportunity to develop across these developmental domains.  All children.  And we do have it both in this country and other places abroad there are profound biases that often prevent us from letting children play structuring learning to play.  There can be biases who can control themselves during play.  There can be biases about what children need in order to succeed.  Sometimes our best intentions, education reform, can cheat children out of what they need to develop mentally in order to prepare them for the right tasks or the right admission standards.

So every child deserves and needs skill development across the domains.  So we call this hold child development.  Everybody knows his expression.  So why do we care about child development?  Why not just be.  Kids in literacy and numeracy, get them ready for the testing get them ready for the job?  Why do we care about the [inaudible]?

We are preparing children for life.  We are preparing them to succeed, not just in school but in life.  I would also argue that there is another driver here.  Which is that children are current people.  They are not just people we are preparing for their future.  Although that is extremely important.  So before we talk about the skills, she didn't need to be successful let's remember that investing in the quality of children's experience now has value.  They deserve joy.  They deserve learning.  They deserve a strong foundation.

Let's think about what the skills are that children need to be successful in school and in life.  Our position is that it is not about anyone skill.  And you will hear a lot of people talk about skills they are most passionate about.  Risk, perseverance, early numeracy, early engineering.  You name it, there is a long list.  They are all right.  These are all great skills.  And the idea of choosing one over the other becomes ridiculous.  Which is more important creativity or problems on?  They are all important.  The beauty here is that if we focus on the breath of skills and not on the specific this skill versus that skill, every country in the world and every educator in the world can find ways to focus on a wide range of skills that benefit all children.

So we are really part of a global movement now around the breath of skills and how nations worldwide can advance the idea that children all need skills across the developmental domains.

I think most of you probably know this the size of the brain is indicative of much more of what is happening development.  We know that different regions of the brain, the activities and skills and capacity start in certain regions of the brain but the regions of the brain are connected.  The neuroscience tells us it's not quite like we grew up where we thought that all the language was over here and all the something else was over there.  The brain is a highly interconnected organ and it is extremely important that children develop a strong foundation in brain development.

The thing that most shapes brain architecture in the early years is children's experiences.  So you all probably note that there are billions of neurons in your mind and they are sending these electrical signals to communicate.  And these connections between neurons form circuits.  And these circuits are the wiring of the brain.  And what happens is experience and your environment dictate which ones are used.  For example, if you grow up speaking two languages you are going to fortify the circuits for language.

Some of these circuits become stronger and more permanent.  Your mind gets used to doing them over and over and over again.  And they become automatic.  You do not have to try.  You do not have to learn to do something.  It happens naturally.  And some of them are going to get pruned away.  Some of them are going to weather.  That is a normal process.  So the circuits create these lightning fast pathways and this foundation of the strongest circuit, this provides a foundation for all learning.

All brain development.  And for the whole rest of your life.  So a strong foundation is really the secret.  So and we think about what skills children need, we are thinking about the breath of skills.  We want the experiences that are going to help them develop in their brains.  Again, these are the domains of development.  They are integrated.  Just as you cannot say put away your math book and let's social development and everything is social, everything is emotional.  You are teaching something about social skills and emotional skills.  It might not be the thing you want to be teaching.  These are integrated parts of a child.  So I don't want to imply that they are not.  They are highly integrated.

Let's do some more play.  To look at the different domains of defilement.  Physical confidence is extremely well correlated to how well children do academically.  If children sit and write all day long and never move their bodies and never do anything physical, they do not do as well.  We do better when we move our bodies.  So let's move our bodies.  Take out your Rainbow tower of bricks and stand up, please.

In your bag there should be a tower of bricks and go ahead and take one brick off your tower and you can put the rest to the site.  Just take one brick off your tower.  Everybody should be standing.  If you feel comfortable and able.  With one brick.  And what I would like you to try to do is take the brick and balance it on the back of your hand.  It's okay to expect a little chaos during this part of the program.

You will balance it on the back of your hand and what you will try to do is just flip your hand over and catch.  Try that.  Balance it and see if you can flip it over and catch it.  If you feel good at it, you can try with two bricks.  See if you can try with one on each hand.  Let's have a seat.

This idea of being physically active, understanding movement and space, sensory motor skills, this stuff really matters and not just in gym.  It really matters when we think about brain development activating the body and the mind.  It is really important for children to move.  Is very important for adults to move too.  But that is the physical confidence and we just did a quick illustration of that.  So the social confidence is really interesting too.  Very good research connecting young children can share and be helpful and listen to others in the young years.  The great news is they do better in school.

So it is great news for us that children who work together, when children work in groups, we know intuitively that this is what human beings do.  But the good news is that the research is telling us that it's really great for learning and it's great for development.

Emotional confidence.  This is an older study, 2002.  Really want to point out this study.  In this study in 2002 children self-efficacy that is to say their belief that they could do well in school was a better predictor than how they did the year before.  Let that sink in.  Their belief that they could do well in school was a better predictor of how they would do that year than how they did the year before.  It has profound implications of how we help prepare our educators, how we help support children in the classroom, self-belief is critical.  Recognizing emotions in yourself and others, we know this is hard for some adults, this is very hard for children.  Recognizing emotions.  Let's do a quick exercise around that.

I want you to look at the rainbow colors again, red orange yellow green white blue.  I want you to think about for a moment about the experience you had of getting to the grand Hyatt this morning.  And with red being the most stressful of a terrible morning and with blue being the most relaxed, excited, sanguine, whatever word you want to use, comical collected, I want you to choose the color that best represents your emotional state coming here this morning and hold it up in the air.  We have some blues.  Some greens.  Take a look around at your neighbors and the color they are holding out.

So if your neighbor where your student or your teacher or your coworker, what would you know about their emotional state?  You might know that they were relaxed, or you might know that they were stressed.  What would you not do for our colleague over here holding the orange brick?  You are not going to give her something to do the minute she walks in the door.  The ability to recognize emotions and emotions are very powerful.  The Yale Center for emotional and intelligence did a fascinating study were early childhood teachers identified their own emotional state before they went into the room and they were much better able to keep points of her from the other.  We know that teachers are people.  We get stressed just like anybody else and we bring that stress into the classroom.

But when teachers named their emotional state, I urge you to think about this in your own work as well, they were much better able to give their emotions is separate from the work they brought into the room.  So we did our quick emotional.  Creativity, not surprisingly very important to us.  Very solid link between working memory, imagination, openness.  Children do better when they practice creativity.  This is the latest vision of the brain.  We no longer think it's right brain left brain people.  Frazier hand if you ever said I am not creative.  You are creative.  Everybody is creative.  And it lives all over the brain.

Cognitive confidence of course these are the molar academic skills that we know working memory cognitive flexibility that is the ability to switch from task to test.  Very interesting study in 2012 in New England to groups of children taught to read.  Wind group age seven, one group H5.  By age 11 they had equal facility in reading.  And the ones who started later had better reading comprehension.  They were more ready.  Reading comprehension requires working memory.  Why?  What you have to remember?  The words that came before the ones you are reading now.  If you are word eight and you don't remember words one through seven, you will not get the meaning of the sense.

Let's do a quick activity.  Everybody ready to build?  We will use just to bricks.  We will use the six bricks.  I am going to ask you whether or not you can remember.  Look at the picture.  I will give you as long as you need.  In a moment I will remove it and you will build it.  Do you understand?  Get a good look at it.  Are you ready?  How are you going to build?  Are you ready?  Here we go.  Go.

Hold it up when you are ready.  Are you ready to see it?  No? you need a lot more time?  Here it comes.  How did you do?  How did you remember?  Do have a system?  We had an association around the colors.  Pattern recognition.  I cheated, that is the answer I just got it.  We have one honest participant.  Did anybody have a little demonic or any kind of -- under a blue sky with a red apple on a green leaf.  What do we call it when you think about how you think or what when you think about how you learn?

If people learn to think about how they learn, if children start to understand how they learn best, why is that an advantage to them?  How is that helpful?  It builds security.  They can use it for other skills.  Self-esteem.  And they can position themselves to exceed.  If you know you are a visual learner and you are memorizing outlooks, you better be sure you can see what is happening.  If you are an auditory learner and you know that you need to repeat it to yourself.

I think we will have to skip the next one because I think -- do we have two more minutes?  We can do one more.  Take a good look.  Let me know when you're ready.  Do not build, I can see you building.  I am right here.  Everybody ready to build?  Here we go.  Go.

I was in a classroom and in South Africa and the teacher had use the [inaudible] program all year and her classroom of second graders she would show them the build at 9:00 in the morning and then put it away and at 3:00 in the afternoon she would ask them to build a.  They had to hold it in their minds from 9:00 to 3:00 and about 95 percent of the kids had a perfectly.  Working memory can be learned.  Here it is, how did you do?  Anybody get it?  Excellent.  This is a learned skill.  Working memory, very tightly linked to reading skills, very important in life.

A quick word on executive function.  We know that executive functioning is very well and how kids do in school in life.  Executive functioning does not mean the ability to sit still.  I don't know if anyone has heard that our believes it.  It is the air traffic control of the brain; it says focus on this and not on that.  It is the reason you were able to try to build this thing instead of saying oh what is that over there or I wonder if she wants to talk to me.  The ability to focus on a task and choose the thing you are going to focus on.  Which did we do a fun game with it?  I am going to point, if the pointer works, it does not.

I am going to ask you to read from left to right.  We are going to read the words together of each row.  We will go left) blue, black, orange, green, yellow, red.  Now I am going to ask you to tell me what color the word is written in and we will start at the bottom on the right side and we will go right back to left.  We are going to right to left.  Are you ready?  Here we go.  Blue, black, orange, red, yellow, green.  Which one was harder?  Why was it harder?  Color is different than the word.  Why was it hard to read the word?  Because these are all sight words for you.

The act of suppressing your desire to read the word and telling me what color it was, that is executive function.  And that is what allows kids to succeed in school and that's what allows us all to thrive in work and in life to choose to focus on this and not that.  So we have seen that learning through play promotes skills in all five domains of development.  We have also got some research -- I brought a couple copies of her report that you can peek at you can look at online as well, these are the five characteristics of the type of play that promotes deeper learning.

Joy does not mean everybody is laughing and smiling at all times in the classroom or in an early childhood center.  Having worked in both, that never happens.  But it does mean wonder.  The unexpected.  Surprise.  Don't you want to come back for a learning experience that has that element of surprise?  If you played a game and it was always the same result, it would be boring.  You want something I'm expected to happen.  Active engagement, he showed what that looks like.  Meaning, I see children in classrooms writing English words over and over again.  Three-year-olds.  They don't know what the words mean, they don't know why they are learning them, they don't retain them.  A lack of meaning.  Why would they learn and absorb that way?  They wouldn't.  Social interaction as we talked about and reiteration is really important to that deeper learning experience.  That is the ability to take it apart and try again.  I like the way she used that beak; I'm going to put that on mine too.

This is all about the how of learning.  It is not about the what's.  If I asked you the answer to plus two, race hand if you know the answers that.  Raise your hand if you know the answer to two plus two.  Think you.  I will call on one person.  What is the answer?  For no.  If you are the 4-year-old in the room, how do you feel?  What question could I ask you that would engage everyone in the room?  Not just in developing numeracy skills but developing skills across the developmental domain?

What is the meaning of life?  That is true.  I don't think you will get to the numeracy RESULTS what you might get some very interesting answers.  Let's stay focused on the two plus two.  So the math concept but what question could we ask that would promote skill develop an?  One plus how old you are?  How many fingers to make for?  Raise your hands as she gives the answer to two plus two.  What about this question?  What about putting some materials on the table and putting the children into groups and saying show me all the ways you can get to numeral four.  This table is doing fractions and this one is doing addition.  We have social interaction, we have iteration, and we have literally unlimited number of possibilities.

There is an endless number of answers to that question.  And that is the difference between traditional learning approach and learning to play.  So the adult action -- interaction is actually critical.  And very quickly I would just say a quick word about how this is so true in fragile context.  Where the adult is the primary buffer of the way children experience toxic stress and adverse childhood experiences is relationship with the adult you know about the global humanitarian crisis 12 million displaced children under the age of eight.  How can we prevent the long-term effect these are adverse childhood experience and toxic stress is what happens when our bodies have a stress reaction that never lets up.

It is ongoing sustained physical reaction to stress.  It is like leaving your car running.  For a week.  It stresses the system.  And we know that these three things can prevent the long-term effects of toxic stress.  Building responsive relationships and strengthening life skills.  And we know that planning focus and self-control are the three critical life skills that adults and children need in order to avoid the long-term effects of toxic stress.  So I will share this with you so you can see some of the literature, but the basic concept is that we know play helps.  We no play makes a difference in developing the skills and in reducing stress and helping with coping and resiliency.  We have a new project, happy to share with you online, the International Rescue Committee NYU where we are building child friendly spaces based on a play lab model where children have a safe place to learn and play, even in refugee camps.

So the question I am ending with is where do you see opportunities in your work?  Can you make your work more playful?  Can you engage the people you are advocating to in the experience instead of showing them a PowerPoint?  Can you engage your team or your colleagues or your family in an experience that engages learning to play?  So I want to invite you at the conclusion of the session I want you to invite you to a couple tuples back here, there are activity cards back here and I want to thank you very much for letting me join you today.
[APPLAUSE]
>> : That was fabulous.  It was amusing to watch you all do that from the back of the room.  For those of you I have not met, I am Lisa Marshall I work on the U.S. RESULTS staff and this is my colleague Jeff Flynn.  He works on the RESULTS U.S. staff as well.  We wanted to give you some tips and thinking ahead for what is going to happen at 330 and if you can just quietly take out of your packets this sheet that says grassroots networking sets in.  If you can quietly take that out, we will give you a heads up about how 3:30 will do.  There is a Lotta people to move and will want you to maximize that time.  We will give a full break here but if you could quietly take that out.

We have organized folks so that you can get to know one another in clusters.  And we mostly are going to be using this room but there are a few states that are big in their delegations and we have you in other rooms.  So if you look -- the most important thing in the sense of what the networking session is about, it's not for planning lobbying day.
>> : Do not plan lobby day.
>> : He is really tall -- there is plenty of time for that.  What we want to get going, quickly, is your chance to get to know one another and for you to start talking together and that time is rare and precious.  So we want to get it started early.  So we just want to alert you the way the clusters are going to go.  We have facilitators picked.  They will help gather you together and get the process started.  On this side of the page are some discussion prompt.  They are not mandatory, but they are great ways to get started.

So those facilitators for clusters one through 13, they are going to go to the back underneath where Richard is standing and there is a cluster -- there is a clump of signs, and those of you who are in those clusters, once you have had your break, come back to this room and look for the sign.  Once you join your state cluster, help hold the signs up.  So that people can find their cluster.  For example --
>> : And we will organize you in the room.
>> : The most important thing is if we move chairs around, which we will have to, just put them back.  You will see that ballroom D and E have certain states.  There is a correction.  Michigan, you are in this room.  Tiber Creek upstairs and the Wilson when we wanted to make sure there was a gathering space for international partners and friends to meet.  Come in and look for your cluster.  Look for state signs for your cluster.  Help hold up those signs and will get you quickly gather together so you can start, and the facilitators will help start that process.
>> : Please be in your room at 3:30.
>> : And enjoy your break.

