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Ken Patterson:  Hello everyone.  I am Ken Patterson.  I want to welcome you to the global webinar.  I want to welcome all of you who are new to this webinar.  

I wanted to tell you about an experience I had last week.  We were in Vermont as part of our global education media tour.  They put together amazing meetings last week.  They said that October 10th was hook for their media outlets.  They grabbed on to that.  They used the same theme to organize an outreach event acknowledging the Day of the Girl.  There was a very diverse crowd.  During this community event, I was asked to talk about the state of global education.  I decided that I would cite some of the promises we have made to the world of children over time starting with the Declaration of Human Rights.  In 1959, the Declaration on the Rights of the Child and it states that every child deserves the right to education based on the best interests of the child.  The goal number two was to provide secure basic education to all children by 2015.  In 2015, we set the goal for all children to have quality education by 2030.  

There are 100 million kids not in school.  We have broken promises about education in the decade.  At our current rate of investment, we will not get the job done until 2084.  I want to die in peace.  My goal is to get this done in my lifetime.  I am feeling a sense of urgency.  I will not live until 2084.  The group work on the global partnership for education.  They did a Facebook live session that had 120 views so far.  They set the interview at 4:45 p.m. during the all things considered portion broadcast.  The VT Digger did a great article on our work there.  

We got an interview with the Vermont public radio.  There was a fundraising event for another activist organization.   They knew that the director would be at that program.  They sought out the executive director and got an interview and an invitation to be interviewed on the radio.  They are out there in the community making connections and organizations and high schools.  Their passion in just reaching out to make connections seems to be their biggest success.  Thanks for inspiring me.  You are doing great advocacy.  We all have community connections we can make.  Results provides us with lots of tools to generate action and media.  There is too much at stake around the globe to do less than our best.  In a minute, we will hear from our media expert Large.  

On November 11th, on our national webinar, our guest speaker will be Julia Gillard.  She is working harder than anyone I know to grow GPE's efforts.  We want that webinar to be a national outreach opportunity.  

Colin Smith:  Thank you so much, Ken.  I am excited to introduce Jerry in a minute.  The folks joining us on the phone today are really the same people leading the way to get media published in every corner of the country in education.  I was doing some math before I got on the phone.  We are working on United States poverty.  Over the last several months, they have been averaging a new media head every ten hours.  Just a little bit go I got back into the office.  We are finding things published and people on this call today.  I love to visualize our members of congress flying back to their districts and picking up their local newspaper and hearing about why education matters and what they can do about it.  I am thrilled to welcome you to join us today.  Welcome back.  We are so lucky to have Jerry at the international conference last summer.  Residents of Washington State can tell you that Jerry is a columnist at the Seattle Times.  He has been with the paper for 35 years.  He has worked with papers for several states and is the winner of several awards.  Jerry is such a champion for so many good things.  I know you are changing hearts and minds.  Thank you for being with us today.  In a second, we will open things up to the folks gathered together today but first we would love to hear from Jerry about his analysis about the local media and what is popular in the media right now.  Pull back the curtain for us about how things work and what your job looks like and any tips you might have for our volunteers.  

Jerry Large:  Thank you.  I appreciate the kind words.  Making sure that kids all around the world have access to good education is a very important topic.  It is getting the word out on that.  It is challenging these days because the media landscape is changing.  I work for a large regional newspaper.  It was not very long ago that if you were a large newspaper you had an office in Washington, DC, and you were covering things daily.  We have not had one for years.  Our staff is half of what it was in 2007.  There is some challenges for you trying to reach media.  There is also a flood of information.  Another aspect is that you are competing with the bloggers, Facebook, and all kinds of social media where people are spending their time.  That does not mean that you can't get your message across.  You absolutely can.  I was looking to see if I came across some stories about GPE with Google.  Google is another platform.  

I did find something.  It was a big story in the newspaper.  They talked about Malawi.  If you can do that, you will be successful.  Maybe not everyone can do that.  There are other things that you can do to get attention from your local media that will be glad to work with you on.  I will talk a little bit about what that looks like.  In the question and answer, we can refine that more.  You can find people who have been in some of the countries where the program is working.  One of the things that is difficult connecting local papers or local media on when you are talking about foreign issues is that you may find that headers or reporters wonder what it has to do with me.  There are people in the community and immigrants who may have lived in one of the places.  If you can find someone and talk about what challenges were like there.  It can be someone who lives in your community today.  It would also be interesting to local readers that our community has trade in this country.  We have other ties.  Those things matter and you can research that and find out for your specific community what those are like.  

Those of you who have the means to travel for the program is operating, and if you were to go with personal stories with pictures and video, there is not a paper around that would not be interested in something like that.  I would be excited about it myself.  

Every reporter gets tons of phone calls every day.  We try to weed through them and figure out which ones will make good stories for us.  Your part of that is to read the newspaper, and watch the television station, and listen to the radio news.  Figure out what their interests are so you can make a good choice about who you approach.  You can also consult with editors.  That is another thing you can do.  Call and ask who you should talk to about your issues.  I guess because I am a columnist, I really like the idea of going directly to a reporter.  Find something that person has written.  Tell them that you read their story and that you really enjoyed it.  I think that there is something that you would be interested in since you wrote something else similar.  You can contact them with an email saying that you are ready to ask them for something and we would be much more open to that.  Phone calls versus email - I like email better.  Phone calls are better.  It works this way with me.  There is something I am interested in and I jot down a little note.  After a day or two, that note is covered in a pile of other papers.  You might get a call from someone the other day.  You may or may not find it.  I know it sounds terrible.  It is inefficient.  But it happens.  Sometimes it works in the middle of something.  

The best way to do it is to send an email.  Your information is accessible and right there.  You can send links that will help the reporter pitch your story.  Keep it short.  You know.  Make sure that you got a good interesting story to tell by bouncing it off a couple people you know.  We all think our ideas about what is interesting will be good for everybody.  It is not true.  You could get some interesting information and send it to them and follow up with a call.  That gives the reporter a chance to look at it on his or her time, consider it, and think about it.  You may get a note back saying they want to talk about this.   I think it is important to remind people that persistence pays off very often.  I always say persist, but don't get pissed.  There is a line between the two of those.  Remember, reporters are people too.  

Give them a break and say okay.  Is it okay if I get back in touch with you?  You want to be timely.  You want to make sure that if something is happening in the news, since you are reading the paper every day and it connects with the story you want to tell about education then you can call right away.  Email and call right away.  News does not keep.  Old news is not news.   When a story breaks and something is caught in the news, when people are interested, then you can help them do that.  It will really further your cause.  Results has a lot of good information on their website.  I know you know of other information you can link to and send to the reporters.  That works really well.  

I did a piece about a guy who works fighting diseases in Africa.  Reporters love milestones and things like the best and fastest and the slowest.  Anything like that you can do are good.  You can find something about that for your story.  People pick up on that.  It is something to hang the string on.  We like different things.  Some of those stories may all sound alike.  I got a call from an elementary school because they were partnering with a village in Africa to do various types of work around education.  The first call I had was about their program that was different from other programs.  We talked for awhile.  I asked them if there was anything that they got out of it.  They said they learned a whole bunch of stuff and that they were learning a bunch and they have used some things.  That was unusual.  

Colin Smith:  You can unmute your lines.  You have the microphone button at the bottom left hand corner.  You can dial a #1.  You can enter into the chatbox.  Anybody have any questions?  

Nancy Morgan:  Can you hear me?  I am from Virginia.  I am with the Virginia chapter.  My question is we live in an area that is largely democratic but in the rest of Virginia it is very red.  We need to write articles in the Richmond Times and areas that we don't live how do we make those contacts?  

Jerry Large:  You can connect with them without being there in person.  You may be able to find something that connects the rural and city areas that will connect them.  It is not just about displaying a writer's story as you want them to write something but instead figuring out what they want to read.  I think that is entirely possible.  I don't think it has to do with a political thing whether they are in a rural or conservative area.  A good story and a good reporter on the other end will know it.  There is still a good chance you can get that in.  

The letters to the editor are good access points.  The letters will be fairly short.  If you see something in one of those papers that talks about foreign relations or anything you can tie to education and these places.  You can write a letter 

Colin Smith:  We have a series of questions popping up in the chatbox.  

RESULTS Boston: If we are starting from scratch, how do we figure out what contact to use?  

Jerry Large:  You may need to call the paper and ask for the city editor, the assigning editor, or managing editor and say here is what I am interested in talking about.  Who would you suggest I start with?  Give me a couple of names.  What do you think will make news?  Go from there.  After that, start really following that paper or that radio station.  I keep talking newspapers because that is what I know.  But you can do the same thing with television or radio.  The education editor would be a good place to start when you are talking about education.  

Colin Smith:  One more quick one.  I know this has relevance to people all over the country.  

What makes a letter to the editor publishable?  

Jerry Large:  If you are disagreeing with a story that has been in the newspaper, and you are adding context that has been missing from the article.  If it is concise and well written.  If an editor looks at it and it does not read well, they will probably not take the time to even consider what it said.  A concise piece that shows you the information that people may not have had.  It mentions a local organization or people that is great.  The papers are sort of mostly wanting to publish things that are corrected or added on to the situation.  

Colin Smith:  We wanted to thank you for joining us today.  Thank you for the work you do every day.  

We will turn it over to John Fawcett.  

John Fawcett:  I will talk briefly today.  Before we get more into that, I did want to let folks down that we had a couple things to do this week.  One of those is the reintroduction of the Reach Every Mother and Child Act in the House of Representatives.  It has been around the senate for a while and we finally got an introduction in the House.  As you know, there was some recording requirements that would hasten that effort.   A number of you have been in touch with your House offices.  We want to focus on that bill because we do have a time limited factor when it comes to the GPE.  That will remain our top priority.  

More about GPE!  We have support for the GPE.  The entire world is leading up to a replenishment conference that will be hosted by the government of France and Senegal.  It is the first that will be hosted in an implemented country.  It will be hosted in Africa.  That is an exciting new dynamic.  That is related to how the GPE is trying to globalize not just commitments from donor countries but also localized commitments from poor countries to their own citizens to increase the quality of education.  We have set a goal of getting 150 cosponsors with at least 50 of them being republicans.  ][We have 11 Republicans and 24 Democrats.]  We have introduced a resolution in the Senate that is also bipartisan.  It is led by two senators from Florida and New Jersey.  A couple things I am excited about first of all is that those two senators are both on the senate for foreign relations committee.  They are in the committee of jurisdiction to get attention.  They are both leaders in their own parties.  They are both not 80 years old.  As we think about the next generation of champions for education around the world, it is exciting to have Senator Rubio and Booker that are relatively early on in their political careers and we hope they will champion this issue for a long time to come.  

When our Regional Coordinators meet next week, we will talk about the resolution.  I am sure they will dream big.  We need to build support for that.  We have a whole bunch of tools to support you and get cosponsors on these two resolutions.  There is a laser talk on this call.  We have an updated fact sheet.  There is an action sheet and we are doing an outreach about this.  We have this case for investment that our team has put together that is outstanding.  It has information about how GPE operates and the impact.  It has a lot of information about connecting education to a lot of issues.  There is information as it relates to health.  There is a lot of intersection that will drive our political work.  This will be our focus between now and Thanksgiving.  It will be up to the administration to make a pledge to the GPE.  The priorities are a bit unpredictable.  We really see this effort on the Hill and the media as an opportunity to crack open the space for us.  We have a stack of media that the cosponsors is on.  Thanks for all your efforts to get those on.  We have bipartisan resolutions on both the House and Senate.  We look forward to really seeing a stack of that.  We will turn it over to Ken.  

Ken Patterson: Thanks, John.  I appreciate it.  This is Grassroots Cafe.  [Rock music playing.]  Happy Saturday!  Nice to see you all on the webinar here.  Let's start by building out on the media section that Colin and Jerry talked about.  I want to invite Willie Dickerson.  He is from Washington.  I want him to share with us a couple of tips for creating media buzz.  

Willie Dickerson:  I am here.  Thank you.  Greetings, builders of hope out there in RESULTS Land!  I have this PowerPoint that I will be using today and watching the time.  I love to do Chinese calligraphy.  This is the character for truth.  It is what we have.  I have a low and behold moment.  We have 50 states now represented by RESULTS.   We have ten weeks.  We can do two letters each week in our states.  If you need help, that is where outreach comes in.  If each state does two letters a week we would have 1000 letters before the year was over.  A thousand letters!  That is what I call dreaming big!  How can we do this?  Devotion.  The truth is to write letters and send them in - there are all kinds of hooks.  Representatives love thanks.  Thank them for cosponsoring.  That is 36 letters already available.  You could thank them for the opportunity work bipartisanly.  You can encourage them to cosponsor.  It is bipartisan work with all this insanity.  That has been hooked to all kinds of things.  Back to school night may be happening, or other old memories.  You can use the Woody Principle.  If they publish you, write them again in thirty days.  They are more likely to publish you again.  Of course, you can respond to others.  It does not need to take an eternity.  You don't have to be perfect.  Do get help.  Get a support buddy.  You can use me if you need to.  Set a goal.  I guess you would say what can make me write this way?  My goal, talking about my goal.  

Bring happiness to all of us!  If you need inspiration, look at the new Results video.  Say it along with them.  I AM RESULTS!!  MY VOICE MATTERS.  Have it in your head.  It is something you can create and think about when you are driving or in the grocery line.  Write it out.  Send it in.  

Ken Patterson:  Thank you so much, Willie.  

We will pull the slides back up.  Willie challenged us to put up some great work.  

I want to thank Cecilia van Wijk for tallying the work you have done.  Thank you so much for that.  Let's start with meetings of members of Congress so far this year.  This is big on what you have reported.   Some folks say that the word amazing is overused these days.  I would say that what you have been doing is absolutely truly amazing    We have 150 face-to-face meetings with representatives.  That is amazing.  It is mind-blowing.  You can see that the group participation rate for each of those in the slides is 624 meetings so far this year.  We have a House recess right now going on through October 22nd.  Ask them to cosponsor the GPE resolution.  Do it in other public events that they will be showing up at the recess.  

Our numbers are not that high right now but it will change with our focus the next month.  We generate 68% of groups generating some sort of media so far this year.  That is some great work.  Let's get to our editors and get some letters going.  You guys have generated 70 global media so far this year.  Phenomenal.  In terms of updating, we set a goal of organizing 500 outreach activities this year.  That is a tall order.  Based on what is reported, 67% of groups are doing some excellent outreach recording 262 outreach activities.  Let's make the most out of November 11th.  You are doing amazing work.  We have a national webinar and we worry about GPE and getting them to take action.  We have our monthly action sheet.  Each one has an outline that you can pick up and use to gauge folks.  We help you organize training in your community.  We have a three hour advocacy workshop outlined on the resource page of our website.  We have some great outreach that will provide you with some good guidance and new ideas.  The recordings are also on the webpage.  Talk about ideas and ask for support.  We want to support you also in putting into action regularly whether they are part of your group and sitting on the table with you.  We want to provide the support you need to do this.  

The next thing here real quick is a couple of announcements.  This week there is a couple of training calls.  Wednesday will be one on building your action network.  It is 9:00 p.m. ET.  

I would like to invite Beth Wilson she is a regional coordinator and grassroots member.  She will talk about the Virtual Thanksgiving Feast online fundraiser activity we have planned.  

Beth:  I am here.  Thank you so much.  The staff has asked me to introduce to you the idea that the virtual Thanksgiving feast will [begin] November 13th.  I want to tell you why you should participate.  You will help raise the needed funds.  We have grown and exceeded all our goals.  We have to continue to use this momentum to grow so we can defend the gains we have made and make even more in the future.  Fundraising is necessary for all the expansion.  It is also a great opportunity to spread the word about what your group is doing.  I hope that you will, too.  Therefore, you can grow your network of advocacy and supporters.  Fundraising links into expansion.  It goes hand in hand.  This is a great year for doing that.  More and more people are motivated.  This is the last opportunity this year to organize a campaign for a fundraiser.  Also, please know that all donations will be matched dollar for dollar by the people that have put in to help this.  Those matching dollars will be there so every dollar you are able to raise will be contributed by your friends and family will be matched by that.  How does it work?  There is lots of resources to help you do it.  There is a campaign guide that will be sent to you.  You will have your own personal fundraising website.  You can talk about what is important to you.  You will get one on one support.  Those are all things that will help you be successful.  

Talk to your groups about the Virtual Thanksgiving Feast at your next meeting.  You can participate as an individual as a group.  We have a huge fundraiser in the spring, but lots of our friends and family don't come to that.  This is another opportunity for them to give.  I am hoping that even if it is a full fundraiser, we may be able to get new people to donate for this one.  

You would email Ben McGarry – bmcgarry@results.org. There is a kickoff training call on Thursday November 9th, 8:00 p.m. ET.  We will learn all the details of how to do it.  The last one I will say is that I will represent all of you on the board of directors.  Like Willie Dickerson just spoke so well a few minutes, we both sit on the fundraising committee for the board.  We know how important these dollars are to RESULTS.   These dollars allow us to meet whatever is needed at that moment.  We encourage every single one of you to participate in the Virtual Thanksgiving Feast.  

Ken Patterson:  Thank you so much, Beth.  This is a great opportunity for results.  I will turn this over to Lisa Marchal.  

Lisa Marchal:  I hope you are all doing well.  We want to finish with a laser talk that links back to John Fawcett and his call to us to ramp up cosponsors on Senate GPE resolutions.  We are working on both.  The House resolution we set the goal of 150 cosponsors.  We have the Senate as well.  When you call and you have asked for the foreign policy aide for global education.  
Laser Talk

Request for Senator to Cosponsor the GPE Resolution
Engage the Audience: Hello! And thank you for taking my call. I'm calling to let you know about the brand new Senate resolution supporting the Global Partnership for Education (S.Res. 286).

State the Problem: 263 million children and youth around the globe who should be in school are not. This is a crisis the puts us all in jeopardy, for we all pay for a world in which we don't prepare our children for success.

Inform on a Solution: The S.Res. 286, led by Senators Rubio (R-FL) and Booker (S-NJ), pairs with the current House Resolution to support the Global Partnership for Education, or GPE. GPE is plans to get over 25 million additional kids in the classroom for the first time by 2020 as well as and improve the quality of learning and the school experience for millions of others. 
Call to Action: We know that ________________ understands the power of education, and we would love to add the senator's name to this bipartisan resolution. Would you be able to see if the Senator would cosponsor the resolution?
--------------------------------
It will be posted on the website.  We will make sure that folks have it to make those calls.  Make sure that you take advantage of this recess to get the attention of your House members to get on this critical resolution.  This is our window of opportunity to make the space for the support of GPE in advance of that very important day, February 8th.  

I would like to take a moment to say to have a wonderful Saturday.  I would love for you to email me at lmarchal@results.org.  Let me know how many people were in your room today.  I am going to send it back to Ken to see if he has any final words.  

Ken Patterson:  We have a lot of important work to do.  We need to ramp things up.  This work is very important.  Let's generate media and get our members on this resolution.  Have a happy Saturday!  

[End webinar.]  

