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SPEAKER: 
... So well-deserved, Randy. Randy also recently gave a great Ted talk at Ted X Boston College and I think those were shared in the weekly update. Congratulations. 

I want to acknowledge the incredibly important work that you have done on appropriations for next year for health, emergency humanitarian assistance. Through your advocacy this year and last year, your keeping programs alive better keeping millions of people alive. I had a chance to see how your impact goes even further. 

I was in Canada earlier this week at a dinner discussion with a number of senior development informed policy folks from the Canadian government and a former pro minister from Africa, and all that those folks have heard about is the dismantling of US international aid. There is such a danger of a collective downward spiral hopelessness about sustaining develop into an collective response ability, but honestly, I held that room and I talked about supporting Congress to reject the president's massive proposed budget cuts and restored all the funding. They had no idea. Many people thanked me so I passed on to you. 

Among the challenges we face in the US, sharing what we accomplished listed some of the resignation in that room about sustaining international funding and solidarity, and that really matters. 

The House passed a bill this week that does nothing to reverse... 

(Sending viewer link in chat) 

SPEAKER: 
The immediate work you are all doing now and encouraging partners and communities to do, I think can really demonstrate to members of Congress, the real damage and impacts of these policies on people's lives, some pieces from experts on poverty like James (unknown name) and others have been great. At the time the concerns on affordability are paramount. We can also make clear that constituents oppose these policies and will hold members accountable for fixing them and preventing new harms for the shred the safety net and driving equality. 

As you are very well aware, this is a crucial, highly contested, close election year. Your members of Congress will be tracking local media closely than ever. Your message in the media will carry more weight than ever and will help shape members priorities into the midterms and again after them. 

I just want to end by personally inviting you to align with all of these key things we are doing. To join us in Washington, July 12-14 for the Results 2026 National Conference. Taking to Capitol Hill together will have a big impact on members of Congress, again not just in this moment which matters, but also helping build relationships and defining congressional priorities into and after the midterm elections. 

At the time when the goal of money and power is to overwhelm us, divide us, and strip our sense of agency , and frankly Congress a sense of agency, coming together in DC is a sense of opportunity to find rated sense of individual and elective power when we walk through those doors on Capitol Hill. 

I first went to a results conference in DC as a volunteer when I had only been Results for about eight months. I mentioned those doors of the house of Senate because it is still such a vivid memory for me looking up and seeing how big those doors were. I remember thinking, oh! They made those doors so big so we would feel small. It did not work. After I went through those doors, I felt more, not less powerful. I think it was that conference, being on Capitol Hill, see myself as part of this larger Results community, it helps me for life with Results. 

If you have not decided to come to the conference, I urge you to consider it. We have some equity funds available to make the conference accessible. It will be a time to push for change and set the agenda with Congress to fight community, inspiration, and support in facing the pain and challenges of this time and the courage together to imagine and drive more humane and just policies to ending poverty. 

Thank you for being together and I will turn it over to Jocelyn to introduce our very special guest today. Thanks, Jocelyn. Over to you. 

SPEAKER: 
Thanks, Joanne. I appreciate it. I have the privilege of introducing our guest today. Jay Evenson has been the (indiscernible) at Selleck city since 1996. Prior to this, he had an 11 year career as a reporter for various news agencies in Las Vegas, New York City, and Salt Lake City. Global poverty has been a focus of his career. His list of awards includes the Cameron Duncan award presented each year by Results for outstanding reporting on issues related to poverty, and also the in character price presented by the John (unknown name) foundation including the editorial treatment of human virtue and its importance in the life of US society and country. His introduction to Results came in 1997 when Doctor Scott Blackman asked if he could bring a banker from Bangladesh to visit the desert news board and talk about his microcredit program. This became a long-term professional relationship with Doctor Mohammad Yunus. 

Through the years, Ms Davidson has worked to tell the story of microcredit, social businesses, and Doctor Eunice's struggles against former Prime Minister (unknown name), and the rise to become the intern leader of Bangladesh after a revolution. 

Mr Evanson has seen the reform efforts firsthand and this resulted in a five-part editorial series for which the Desert news has nominated Mr Evanson for the price. Congratulations to that. 

Welcome, Jay. We appreciate you being with us today. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you. I want to thank Results for having me this morning. I have always enjoyed having my Association with your volunteers. It is a great honor for me to be here. 

SPEAKER: 
Great, thank you. For folks who may not be familiar with how newspapers work, can you tell us briefly, what does the opinion editor do to the newspaper? 

SPEAKER: 
I am not sure what a typical newspaper is these days, but I will tell you what I do. I am in charge of improving all content on our opinions session. That includes contributions from our regular colonists, op ads, and letters to the editor, cartoons that we may run. In addition to that, I write the house editorial, the unsigned to house opinion, and they also write two or three columns per week. I am also in charge of setting up meetings, whether the Desiree editorial board. That has pretty much been the same since I began in 1996. 

The one difference, I used to have a staff of people helping me with all of that, and we used to have a dedicated Sunday section that was at least eight pages long, just for opinion. We no longer have that. We are now a weekly newspaper instead of a daily newspaper. We don't have room for up ads or letters to the editor in that weekly section, so all of that that we have is online only, but actually we have a far way to reach online then we do in print anyway. That is a great opportunity. 

The other problem, is I'm not as accessible as they used to be. Number one, I am very busy. Number two, if you call me and say you would like to go to lunch and talk about something, I work from home every day and they have since the pandemic started. Most of our employees do. I am 20 miles from the downtown offices. That creates some barriers and problems. There have been some changes over the years, but basically my duties are the same as they have always been. 

SPEAKER: 
OK, great. Thank you for sharing that context. Some of those changes which have been disheartening. So, since you are reviewing submissions that come in from folks like letters to the editor, all beds, so when you are doing those, what do you look for when you are deciding whether to publish or not? What do you recommend to advocates like cat results volunteers were trying to draw attention to lesser-known issues like malnutrition or disease or (indiscernible). 

SPEAKER: 
We look for content that is original, different, that is taking an original view on issues of the day. Editors today are scared to death of being scammed, so we have software. I do have â€“ I should mention, I told you I lost my stuff. I do have an assistant that helps me. She is kind of the initial review of reader content that comes to us, she will recommend to me whether we should or should not run something. 

She texted me the other day. We had a piece from a professional PR agency. I get pings for five times a day from PR agencies that will save you have an op-ed from someone that has a local connection to Utah and you might be interested in it. This agency has submitted an op-ed and my assistant texted me and said that came back as 100% AI generated. That is what we are more worried about than anything these days. We do not want to publish things written by AI. We want original work from people submitting to us. That in turn means we look for familiar voices as well. People we already have a relationship with stop people we know we can trust. It is harder than ever to get that trust I think to get to know us and develop that. But if we have published you a couple times and now you are trustworthy, then we don't have any problems doing that. 

How to draw attention to these efforts. You always have two â€“ Tip O'Neill famously said that all politics is local, and if you can find a way to make these international issues or poverty issues local or applicable to people in their own homes, first of all they need to understand that what happens abroad does not happen in a vacuum. What happens in 1/3 world country affects us deeply and can affect us in ways we don't want it to. 

If the United States pulls foreign aid for health programs to a country and all the sudden in it Tanzania or wherever it happens to be, children start dying of coronavirus again or all of these other diseases that can be solved through vaccines, they are going to be blaming the United States. It will be much easier for many of the people to become radicalized, which can be a real source of concern for us here at home. 

I would suggest, some of the best stories I have written have been about local refugees that we have in our area, and I think almost every community has refugees that have come from somewhere and have an incredible story of overcoming obstacles and overcoming problems in order to succeed. I was thinking about one in particular who was from the Republic of Congo. He had been kidnapped as a child. For about eight or nine years he had been forced to fight for the rebels in that country. He finally escaped and found his way to a United Nations refugee camp and he ended up in salt lake city. He had never even known that there were white people in the world. He had never experienced ice or snow which we have plenty of here. He had all these obstacles against him. 

When I interviewed him, he was a physicians assistant at one of the biggest hospitals in Salt Lake city. It was an amazing story of overcoming obstacles. If you can but faces and stories to refugees, I think that is a great opportunity to have them tell the story themselves instead of you having to tell what is happening abroad. That is one example. 

It is harder to get your op-ed's published than ever has been, and we can get into that as well if you would like to. Those are just my initial thoughts about those questions. 

SPEAKER: 
I appreciate that. We heard time and again, first of stories and trying to link the local to the national and the international is a way to increase your chances at least. To get into what you alluded to at the end there, our volunteers are seeing it over the last few years. It is harder getting letters and operas published. He talked a little bit about some of those changes that have been going on earlier in the call. Could you maybe expand on that and then maybe talk about how volunteers might overcome that or adjust their tactics to kind of compensate for those changes? 

SPEAKER: 
Sure, I would be happy to. I would recommend, excuse me, that you Google and look up â€“ there is a piece done by Nieman reports. Nieman, in 2024. The headline is the long slow death of the newspaper editorial. That will explain what is happening in our business. In preparation for this today, I went online and looked up the Reno Gazette Journal. I believe they were a (indiscernible) on paper. I cannot find anywhere on that website opinions or letters to the editor or up Ed's. As far as I know, they don't publish those anymore. I went to look at the Hartford current, a great venerable newspaper, which until several gives ago, I had about 30 people on the editorial page. Now they have none, and editorials are written by from the corporate office. Those editorials go into all those newspapers. However, in Hartford, I did find letters to the editor and did fine up beds. The first thing you do is find a how your local newspaper is operating. Do they still do reader contributions? If they don't, the door is closed for you at that particular venue. I would suggest you can find other news publications in the area or close by. Maybe in a nearby city. An interesting thing for me, I have spoken at results conventions before. I taught a workshop on letters to the editor and all beds. This was several years ago. -- op eds. 

I met one that writes letters to the desert retinues, even though he lives in the state of Washington. We publish them because they are interesting and good letters. Don't be afraid to go outside of your community and find newspapers somewhere, either in your vicinity or places you feel comfortable writing to and submit to them as well. I don't know what to do about this idea that we don't need reader contributions. That is very disturbing to me as an editorial editor and as a journalist. I also strongly believe in-house editorials because we are corporate citizens, and if all we are going to be doing is having reporters point out problems in the community and not pointing out what is to be some solutions to those problems, I don't think we are doing our jobs very well. 

SPEAKER: 
Absolutely. Thanks for sharing that. As you know, our volunteers are writing letters in all beds in working with editorial pieces -- with opeds. Especially at the federal level. Based on your experience, how closely do lawmakers pay attention to print media? What do you say to people that may seem skeptical of the importance of print media and influencing public policy? 

SPEAKER: 
This won't surprise you, but politicians can be two-faced on that particular issue. I often hear politicians say "You don't matter anymore, nobody reads you." This of course comes right from the White House. You are fake news, nobody cares nobody is reading. We had our state conventions I think it was last weekend, state Republican and Democratic conventions. We were inundated in the days leading up to that by op Ed's trying to endorse a candidate in the process. They would not be sending us the submissions if it did not matter. We do definitely matter. What we say carries a lot of weight. We still reach a good percentage of the population in our communities. We may not reach them by print, but we reach them online. We reach people who are â€“ I would like to say an important position of influence in the community. We may not always reach your next-door neighbor, but we are going to reach people who are in charge of corporations and in charge of institutions. They read us and they care what we have to say. To paraphrase Mark Twain, the reports of our demise are greatly exaggerated. I think we still have quite a bit of influence. 

SPEAKER: 
That is great. That is encouraging to hear. I do want to let folks know, if you have a question, please feel free to post it in the chat. We would be happy to ask that. 

I do have one question. This goes back to one, you mentioned before, Mary from (unknown name) asked, if you use AI to make edits to something that you write, is that going to cause problems with regard to getting published? To add onto that, a question for me as well, how do editorial â€“ editors like you view online forms? We have a form on our website that folks can submit the letter to the editor. What is your view of that as well? 

SPEAKER: 
I not exactly sure how this software works on identifying AI and how picky it gets. Our policy at the Desiree News for reporters, is we do not allow AI to write anything that we publish, but we do use AI to fact check and to â€“ maybe we want ideas for a headline and it can suggest those ideas. I think thinking of AI as a tool rather than a crutch is the way to do it. I am not sure how our software feels about that, and I hate to tell you that it is OK to use it to fact check or whatever and have it suddenly pop up and say well you used AI. I apologize, I don't have a very good answer for that. 

Unfortunately, the form letters, I would strongly urge you not to do that. We have a term for it in the business called Astroturf. Astroturf is plastic and is artificial. What we want is grassroots. We want real grassroots opinions. If in our offices we start to get two or three letters that have the same wording or same basic ideas, we tend to just reject them all out right because we want people to write their honest opinions not to be copying and pasting from some kind of a form. I would suggest just like AI, use it as a suggestion or template, but come up with your own wording and make it your own. You all have opinions and understand and appreciate the issues that you are talking about. You should be able to come up with your own way of stating things. 

SPEAKER: 
Very good. That is one way we have been encouraging lately. We provide the templates online as a tool to get you started, but take it personalized and then send it in directly to the paper instead of using the forms. Thank you so much for that. 

Another question, I have not seen one come from the grassroots, but one that you mentioned before with the changes that are going on in the newspaper industry, Results you do a great deal of work and get editorial published. We have dropped off of that in recent years because of the changes in newspapers, but also it has decreased as a priority. What should advocates be doing today as far as trying to work â€“ if you are not in the physical space anymore to have a meeting with the editorial board like you did with Mohammad Yunus years ago, how should the advocates go about trying to get an editorial published with the newspaper? 

SPEAKER: 
Yeah, I should clarify. I do come into the office if we are having an editorial board meeting. 

SPEAKER: 
OK. 

SPEAKER: 
We used to do them by Zuma during the pandemic and so have the capability of doing that I suppose. I prefer to be there in person. That is still very much an avenue to use for us. Those are wonderful because you are not just meeting with me. Your meeting with top editors. We now have a combined editorial with our sister television radio station, KSL Salt Lake. You'll be meeting with top editors from radio and TV and the newspaper. What a great way to get your opinion out there. Your issue. When I look at papers like the Hartford current, yes, they are providing up ads and letters to the editor, but always see they are not doing editorial boards because they no longer have in-house editorials. I don't know how to compensate for that. I would suggest you call your newspaper, find out who you have to talk to to get an op-ed submitted, and develop a relationship with that person. It is harder than ever, but that is a personal relationship is only way to go about it. That is how I got involved in Results. Of course I had Doctor (unknown name) bringing about Mohammad Yunus. What a first introduction to Results. You are not always going to be able to do that. We have had citizens climb at lobby and come by to us. They are always welcome and we always learn a lot from them. Be prepared when you go into these meetings, have materials to hand out, have every good presentation. I think it can go a long way with that. 

SPEAKER: 
Very good, that is good news to hear. I know there are folks interested in getting into that again. 

I have a question from Oscar in Chicago. His question was, can letters from the grassroots also influence editorials or how you Allview whether to cover for certain issues, even if they are not published? Could you get a bunch of letters from a similar topic that are not AI or not formed with things like that? How does that influence what you are going to publish or what you are going to cover? 

SPEAKER: 
To be perfectly honest, probably not. If we are deciding not to publish something, we tend not to go back and look at it again after we have made that decision. We have daily pitch meetings that are online with our editors, and we tend to â€“ it is very topical. We tend to talk about things that are happening in the news that day and what we might want to opine on. We are not always so influenced by reader submissions. That is not to say if we don't have a good one and an interesting one, that that couldn't happen, but I am just being perfectly honest in telling you, that is not very likely. 

SPEAKER: 
Yeah, OK. Fair enough. 

One question from Lynn in California. How do you all view really emotional letters? We can feel people's anger coming through, it is something like cuts in Congress or shutting down (indiscernible). Is there a temperature check you have on what you publish and what not to, or maybe stuff that is partisan or that kind of thing? 

SPEAKER: 
Yeah, we started a push a couple years ago during the election cycle to really emphasize civility, civil discourse. I was greatly influenced by some talks I heard on that, and the problem, if you're talking to neighbors or friends about politics, you can feel, a lot of people are afraid to express themselves because people get so angry. 

We would probably send it back and say, hey, can you tone this down a little bit or not? What we want to stay away from is personal attacks on one party or the other. That does not get us anywhere. However, the best submissions are the ones where you feel passionate about an issue. Obviously. We want that passion to come through. We just want it to be in a civil tone. I feel strongly about that, if we as a newspaper can try to set that tone for the rest of the community, maybe we can have an effect on how people discourse. The hardest people to convince of that our politicians. I have sent back plenty of op eds two prominent politicians and said no, I don't like how you categorize your opponent. You have to change. They don't like that. I think it has to start somewhere. We are trying really hard to push that. 

SPEAKER: 
That is great. I know our volunteers will try to push that. Sadly, we are at time here. It has been a real pleasure to have you on today. Thank you so much. We appreciate all the work you have done with Results over the years. We welcome you coming back anytime. Thank you so much for your insights today. I know has been helpful with the immediate campaign. Have a great rest of the day. 

SPEAKER: 
The pleasure has been mine, thank you very much. 

SPEAKER: 
Very good, thanks so much. Now I will turn it over to my colleague Tenzin, who give us our global priority update. 

SPEAKER: 
Hello everyone, it is great to be with you all. I want to start by thanking you all for your work and appropriations here. Meetings with offices, your request forms you Semitic, your outreach, the Senate and colleague letters. They have all made a difference. Because of your advocacy, we have had a really strong support on the dear colleague letters across the board. A special thanks to Cricket and Katie for mobilizing us along with various other advocacy networks and outreach, and in some cases, ensuring these letters actually happened. For the letters on education and maternal and child health, you have more than 1/3 of the Senate weighing in on each. These numbers show even in a challenging environment, there is still meaningful bipartisan support in both the House and Senate for global health and poverty focused priorities. Across both the House and Senate, these letters that you generated more bipartisan support than they did last year. Despite the ministration trying to cut funding, more Republicans are coming forward in support of both funding. 

Want to highlight the global fund and (indiscernible) letter, because you may notice the number of ciders is lower than the others. This letter was structured differently and it required Parrot sign-on's, so that is one Republican and one Democrat together. This model was intentionally designed to show balance bipartisan support and strengthen bipartisan credibility. While the total number may be smaller, the additional four Republican signing on is significant. By comparison, last year it was a Democrat only letter. If you are a member of Congress signed on, reach out to them and thank them for their support. If they did not, you can still follow-up and asked them to personally weigh in with the committee leadership in support of these actions. We know some members of Congress are not willing to sign these kinds of letters, but are willing to push for the funding. Don't miss that chance. Stay focused on helping your member of Congress move forward along the Champion scale wherever they may be. This is a long term relationship building, not just one moment. Letters are just one key tool and are not the only one. 

Not turning to the house MSRP bill on global spending that was released this past week. This bill provides about 8.8 billion for global health programs, which is roughly $532 million cut from the previous level. Humanitarian assistance is also reduced by about 400 million, which is making this bill very far from perfect. It is important to note that funding for our key issue areas are protected and funded rather than deeply cut. It also strengthens accountability and reporting, including required tracking of global health outcomes on TB and child health. 

For more on the house MSRP bill, we will share in the chat and excellent blog post written by Katie from the government relations team. Don't forget, just last month, the white has asked Congress to slash funding. Congress is once again ignoring it. This is huge. It shows Congress is making intentional decisions to preserve key investments and pushback against deep proposed cuts by the administration on global health. That only happens because of sustained advocacy for all of them. While we recognize the challenges, we should also recognize that all of your work is actively shaping these outcomes. 

Importantly, this appropriations process is not over. As we mentioned at the start of this year's campaign, it is a year-long process any sustained commitment. Right now, the house is taking its first step. The Senate is developing its position and negotiation still lie ahead. This is where continued advocacy is critical. 

There are two main actions we need to focus on right now to stay engaged in the appropriations process. We need senators weighing indirectly with one to one outreach in support of critical programs. Read that show why these matter to them and why they require strong funding. As we work with him to get funding appropriated, we need to also make sure the funding is actually delivered and implemented. As we have seen, this has not been guaranteed with this in ministry. You may also be hearing about ongoing bilateral country combats, where the US is finding new agreements to deliver global health funding. These government to government agreements will direct millions of dollars to country health systems. These are closely tied with appropriations process because without the funding, they don't move forward, nor do they have the impact needed to reach the most affected people and places. 

There are real gaps and challenges with some of this. A big piece of what we will be doing this summer at the conference and beyond, is not just fighting to secure the funding, but also getting Congress waiting in to shape the direction of what happens with it. 

As you just heard from Jay, one of the best ways we get a momentum is by taking this issue to the media as a way to move your member of Congress to act. So you can pick an issue that you care about. It can be TB, maternal child health, attrition for global poverty more broadly. Explaining to them why it matters. Call on your member of Congress to lead an appropriations process. This becomes powerful because it shows your member of Congress that you really care, and that your support in their district when they see it in the hometown paper. It also becomes a tool that you can bring into your July meetings. I found that focusing on a specific issue can make your story more personal and compelling. 

Our grassroots team will be sharing more in detail on this in a few minutes. 

So stepping back, here is an overview of where we are. Strong grassroots engagement has driven success with the Senate dear colleague letters. A houseful that reflects both challenges and impact of advocacy and sustained commitment to key global health areas, and an ongoing appropriations process where your voice continues to matter. 

In closing, thank you for your empathy and caring about humanity and ensuring health and education for all, and your persistence during difficult uncertain times. Thank you for building relationships and using your voice both with Congress and in your communities. There are still many reasons for hope, and one of those reasons is this community continues to make a difference. Thank you for your time and attention. Over to you, (unknown name). 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you. Good afternoon everyone. My name is TaShon. I will be present in our US policy poverty campaigns of dates for this month. Let me start off by being extremely Frank. We are meeting at a difficult moment for antipoverty policies throughout the United States. The stakes are high and the pressure on Corporal Rams is real. So is our determination to push for better outcomes for people experiencing poverty. I will start with a few key updates. 

This week, the house (indiscernible) deep cuts the staff acted in last year's reconciliation package. That is a major setback. This fight is far from over. The bill still faces a tough path in the Senate, and that is where we need to focus our energy. We need senators hearing directly from us through meetings, staff conversations, and public pressure in the media to reject this bill. If it moves forward, it will lock in cuts that have already stripped food assistance from roughly 3 million people with millions more at risk, once the state sharing policy takes effect. You can find more information on the state call share data in our chat. 

Next, last week the house was also active on another front. Passing a budget resolution to begin reconciliation legislation to fund ice and CBP, the border patrol. We shall he propose this package as it stands. It does nothing to reign in reckless and abusive enforcement practices that have already led to the deaths of those of RenÃ©e good and Alex (unknown name), along with widespread reports of harm and mistreatment and detention. We expect this bill will likely move forward before the end of May. We should be clear, once this reconciliation package passes, there is a real possibility of a second round. If that happens, the focus will likely turn to so-called waste fraud and abuse. A practice that often becomes a vehicle for cutting basic needs for basic needs programs. We are especially concerned about additional reductions to nutrition and health care, as well as new barriers to make it harder for families to access refundable tax credits like the child tax credit and the earned income tax credit. We will keep you posted as time goes on and more development come in. 

Now for some good news. Results volunteers quickly mobilized to drive support for a Senate dear colleague letter calling for expanded housing choice vouchers for the families with low incomes. With very little time, you helped secure 42 Senate signers, an increase from last year. That matters a lot. Housing choice vouchers remain the most powerful tools we have, yet they reach only about one in four eligible households. The Senate markup is expected in June, which means we still have a critical window to insurer lawmakers â€“ to engage lawmakers and elevate public pressure for a meaningful funding increase. 

As you know, we're in the middle of our amplify every voice media campaign, which you can check out in the chat as well. I encourage you to use what was discussed today to speak out in your communities, whether through local media, conversations with neighbors, or social media. That also includes not just only the house and choice vouchers and SNAP, but like improving the child tax credit through the stronger start for working families act. 

One more important that would be great media hook. The house agriculture appropriations bill currently includes massive cuts to WIC fruit and vegetable benefits which would affect 5.4 million new and expecting parents and young children. We will share state-level data from the center and policy priorities, and you can use to highlight that and what is at stake as we advocate for protecting WIC. 

I know these times can feel overwhelming. It is easy to file the challenges are too large and too entrenched. But I am reminded of a moment in the game of thrones, so let's go back. Episode one, about 10 minutes into the brand-new series, when brands start (indiscernible), whether you can still be brave when you are afraid, Ned replies simply, that is the only time a person can be brave. That is the spirit I see every day in Results volunteers. You show up, you speak out, and you persist. Even when the road ahead is difficult. I am grateful to be in this fight with you. 

Now I will pass it over to Lynn (unknown name) for an update from our board. 

SPEAKER: 
Hi, welcome and happy Saturday everyone! It is important to understand the bravery and the persistence of volunteers, and in Results, that matters so much. As you have heard, we have a grassroots volunteers that serve on our Board of Directors to oversee and to promote our organization going forward to make sure that we sustain the organization that lets us be effective in doing this work. I am really happy to announce that we have three great candidates for two open seats on the Board of Directors. We need your help in learning about these candidates and selecting two of these three wonderful candidates to go forward as members of the Board of Directors. We have little videos to show you. I think those are ready. 

We are going to see the videos, yes? 

SPEAKER: 
Yes, hold on just a second. I just have to find them, there they are. 

(Video plays) 

SPEAKER: 
Hello, my name is Tiffany (unknown name). Before the title, before the advocacy, before the leadership, I am a person wanting to survive systems that were not designed to hold me. Poverty wasn't something I studied from a distance. I lived it. That is what brought me to Results. I did not want to just talk about the problem. I wanted to help change the policies that keep people entrapped in poverty. 

Since joining, I have met with congressional officers advocating for SNAP, Medicaid â€“ 

(Silence) 

SPEAKER: 
Can we fix the sound? 

SPEAKER: 
Is there a problem with the sound? I can hear it from my end. 

SPEAKER: 
I could not hear it. 

SPEAKER: 
I cannot hear it either. 

SPEAKER: 
It was working quickly at the beginning and then it faded out. 

(Video plays) 

SPEAKER: 
Hello, my name is Tiffany (unknown name). Before the title, before the advocacy, the Ford leadership, I was a personal only had to survive systems that were not designed to hold me. Poverty wasn't something I studied from a distance. I lived it. That is what brought me to Results. I did not want to just talk about the problem. I wanted to help change the policies that keep people entrapped in poverty. 

Since joining, I have met with congressional offices advocating for SNAP, Medicaid, child tax credit, and poverty tax reduction. I have supported advocates, and I am proud to help lead the Oklahoma results chapter. I always knew my story had power, however it was Results that gave me the platform and megaphone to pair that story with strategy, policy, and collective actions to make a difference. 

Now I want to bring that same commitment to the Results board. Bring grassroots volunteers and leadership. Major communication flows both ways, so volunteers feel heard, supported, and connected to the broader vision. 

At my core, I am a builder. I work hard to build pathways where there are none. I build trust what people expect to be dismissed. I build greatness between lived experience and policy, and build a bridge between pain and possibility. I am not just trying to survive this world as it is. I'm working to reshape it into something that is more humane and more honest about the people it leaves behind. I would be honored to serve as your grassroots director and carrier voices into every room I enter. Thank you for the honor. 

SPEAKER: 

(Sings) 
Put 1 foot in front of the other and lead with 1 foot. 1 foot in front of the other end lead with love. 

Hello, I am John (unknown name) and am running for the open sea on grassroots floor. Back in 2008, I attended my very first (indiscernible). It was a thrill to be where an army of trained volunteer to constituents standing on Capitol Hill with (indiscernible) and stories (indiscernible) the lobby effectively. I have experienced every (indiscernible) I have gone to at the national conference this summer. After my first figures as an RC, (indiscernible) encouraged me (indiscernible) this position. I have been in that position for 15 years. During that time, I organized over eight (indiscernible) in Washington state (indiscernible) sustained. 

One of the strengths I think I bring as an RC is I have (indiscernible) very wonderful people. We meet every single week statewide, and we encouraged and shared (indiscernible) learning with each other and (indiscernible) makes us feel like (indiscernible) we had hoped to action. I would like to see all groups nationwide (indiscernible) with the energy and determination. I think the revival of singing is another source of resolution that I will proof. 

IDP believe in the Results goal. It is unique in that it revises combination of trained volunteer to constituents (indiscernible) and stories, and coaching from a potential (indiscernible) research. Together, the staff and volunteers make an incredible (indiscernible). It is this message delivered to lobbying (indiscernible) that gets the point across. The biggest reservation icy and successful results future, is engaging younger advocates to take on leadership such as group leaders (indiscernible). I think the new advocates will provide (indiscernible) and provide a different approach that is more aligned with the changing aspects of life in today's world. 

SPEAKER: 
Hi, I am Alison Gallagher. A member of Results (indiscernible) group. Nearly everything I have done, I did because of my (indiscernible). I joined a group because someone invited me. I worked with them because someone asked me to. I became a coordinate or because someone asked me to. I went through trainings because someone asked me to. I joined the board because someone else nominated me. I have continued in many of these roles. It has been so deeply (indiscernible) on the unique place results occupies. We educate and influence lawmakers to prioritize policies with millions of people, removing the barriers that get in the way of family surviving (indiscernible). We do it by supporting everyday citizens to break into their personal and clinical power. (Indiscernible) for equity and justice for the right of every person's life seems existential important. And, the importance of each and every citizen seizing their power and using it to create (indiscernible) feels more important than ever. I want to do everything I can to contribute to the future of this organization. I think one of the ways I can do that is to represent (indiscernible). 

I am completing my first term on the board now and will be honest with you, I spent a lot of that time (indiscernible), learning the protocols, and getting to know the fantastic people who lead this organization. I would really love to be able to take that experience into another three years of service. I hope you will consider supporting me. Thank you very much. 

SPEAKER: 
So as Cheryl put it â€“ I hope everybody can hear me. I saw a comment from Cheryl in the chat. A couple of comments I think, and I couldn't agree with you more, Cheryl. All three of these candidates are wonderful, amazing, and it will be really hard for each and every one of you to make a choice, but the voting is now open. Any active Results volunteers are eligible to vote in this election and we do have a way to protect you from voting twice. That does not mean you disqualify your vote, but the last vote, your final decision is the one that will be counted. You can read the candidates statements in more details. These videos were synopsis, little bits and looks into what they have. I really want to invite you to attend Thursday nights candidate forum, May 7, 8:30 Eastern time. You can hear them ask questions, interact, hone your choice. Because it is going to be a tough decision as you can see. Everyone of these candidates is wonderful. And then cast your ballot. Please encourage other volunteers who are not on today's call to take a look on the candidate statements and to cast your votes using the link you saw there. 

Here is the timeline. May 7 we are having a candidates forum so you can meet these folks on Zoom. June 15 is the closing of our voting and then we take the slate of the choices of the existing directors endorses and dominates and votes for the slate. The candidates will take office on 1 July. If you have more questions, check out the blog on the website. 

Alison posted something in the chat. Yeah, 8:30 PM is the correct time. Thanks. It 30 p.m. Eastern time. This Thursday, May 7, please join. That does it for me. I would like to pass this over to Amanda Beale, next. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you so much, Lynn. Now it is time to get ready for some inspiration and action. The stories we share through local media shape what community and decision-makers are paying attention to. When members of Congress see a few unique letters to the editor on the same issue in a single week, their staff assume that each represents hundreds more people who feel the same. If you do not know that fun fact, you can find that and more in our latest blog on the power of media, which will be put in the chat. If you still need convincing to get over that line and cement your piece for the media, check out that blog. 

The opportunity we have right now is to maximize this moment to make the biggest impact, because you heard earlier, how much is at stake and how much important that we are maximizing our power and grassroots. We do that by bringing more voices with us. 

Over the past month, so many of you have already stepped into this. You have written your letters, you have submitted them, and some of you have even been published already. Even if your letter has not been published, it still matters. You are building your own skills and also being an example to others in your group leading to your action and persistence, and as we know at Results, persistence pays off. When you keep submitting, you are increasing your chance of being published eventually. Every action counts, and we want to celebrate what you are doing. Published or not. So please let us know when you have submitted media as well as when you have been published. If you have submitted and want to share it with us in the chat so you can be celebrated, please put it in the chat here as well so we can see all of the great work you are doing. 

But now we need to build on that. Media is one of the ways we build power and show it publicly. Every action you take as an advocate is an opportunity to build our power by bringing more voices into the conversation, and making her message harder to ignore. 

As you continue submitting your own media, consider leveling up through one of these actions that build your power. 

You can expand your voice beyond your group, or show more people in your community that care about these issues by asking people you already know to take action with you, and connect with local partners you are in touch with, organizations you are connected to to collaborate on media, bringing your unique voice into the picture. 

You can also use this moment to mobilize more voices. Make action easy and accessible by hosting Zoom writing parties, going to coffee meet ups, or sharing our actions which are groups action networks. 

Another way to build power we cannot overlook is building leadership within your group. And that's building your long-term power as a local team. 

So support New Advocate's to write the first piece. You can offer coaching and mentoring to bring them along. 

If you are new yourself and have not written media before, reach out to us or your local group because we want to support you to submit your first piece and start getting in on the action. 

Bottom line is you can go beyond individual action, and share power by asking, "who is one person I can bring into this action moment with me?" Because when more people speak up, we are harder to ignore. In your upcoming lobby meetings, you are showing you represent voices across your community, and not just yourself. 

Here's how to get started, it's simpler than you might think. 

You will start by submitting your own letter and lead by example. 

Next, think about how you already show up in your life, and how you can bring this into those existing relationships. Will you text a friend, meet for coffee to write something together? Will your region host is enumerating party and invite people to go and have fun with you. 

This month we are asking you to choose one person, one action, and commit to making that commitment to act. That said, no need for a big event, you don't need to have a perfect plan. 

We made this easy with tools you can use, including a mapping worksheet, LTE action meeting agendas you can use, action sheets, templates, and even tips for Action Network campaigns and mentor new advocates. These are all in our bill the better you are campaign page if you want to once you're ready to reach out and bring more people in. 

A few reminders: 

Keep it simple and low pressure, you don't need a formal event. Focus on relationships. It's not about having the most people in the room. And start with one person, because building our strips close to home. Most important thing is you take one next step. 

We know the hardest part is often the first invitation, but there are so many people in our lives who care. Think about this not as an ask, but really an invitation to agency an opportunity for someone who might really need it right now. 

During this light we will hear from Jennie Vano who is connected with her community and some simple integrative ways to give you some ideas of what you might do too. 

Jennie, over to you. 

JENNIE VANO: 
Thank you Amanda, and hello fellow advocates. I will share two outreach experiences I had this spring. 

The first was that the RESULTS Pacific Regional Conference two weeks ago. I was part of the group coordinating food for the conference, and midmorning realized we need a few items from the grocery store. 

As I walked in the store there was a small group of people collecting food for the Bremerton backpack brigade. I had absolute tunnel vision. I was like, I need to purchase these items, so only stopped for a minute just to see what they were collecting for. 

10 minutes later I'm standing in front of the apples when it hits me. These folks were trying to alleviate hunger in the community and I missed an excellent opportunity to talk about RESULTS. Fortunately I had to walk past them again, so while I was paying for my groceries I was digging to my wallet, trying to find something SUDS related or something with my contact information on it. I was delighted to find these stickers that say, "I took action to end poverty." 

Is a left the store I stopped and took time to thank the people collecting food. There collecting meals RUSH we can meals for schoolchildren, and handed them a sticker. Told him I will I was in Bremerton, talked about cinnamon rolls which is what we had for breakfast at the conference. And talked about the volunteer things we do outside RESULTS and the backpack brigade. I should RESULTS's mission and one of the volunteers asked for my contact info. I was so happy to hear from the volunteer several days later, and ultimately connected her with the Bremerton group. 

This is the second time I have used the sticker as a prop will stop this past February I joined other Washington State advocates in a regularly recurring outreach to students at Seattle University. The wonderful where Lee Dickason connected with the psychology professor about two years ago. We visited her class and provided advocacy training. This is been going on for about three quarters now. 

In this training, RESULTS advocates provide students a crash course on speaking powerfully, using the EPIC model, and giving them the opportunity to make phone calls and write letters to the member of Congress. 

So I got these sheets of stickers about five or six years ago, maybe seven years ago when doing letter writing campaign with my RESULTS group. And brought them with me in February to give to the students because they wanted the students to take away a tangible item. To remind them of their experience of the day. Remember what they learned about speaking powerfully, and how they have been brave enough to make a phone call or write a postcard to a member of Congress. Something most of them had never done before. 

I stuck the extra stickers in my wallet intending to hand them out to people taking actions to end poverty. 

I think there are two reasons these outreach events were successful. One was having a prop. It's easy to talk about RESULTS when you have something to hand over. Having a sticker felt like less pressure than handing over a brochure with statistics, figures, and talking points about federal policy. 

Second reason was acknowledging and showing gratitude for the work the person was already doing. I walked away from both these average events -- outreach events feeling like I made a positive connection rather than feeling like I checked off a box telling someone about RESULTS. The outreach actions were not be a grand, but Rachel Fort -- but were heartfelt and emotional building. Emma cope my experiences give you some inspiration and good luck with your future events. 

AMANDA BEALS: 
Thank you Jennie, that was incredible, I'm sitting your inspired just by what you've done. That's what power building looks like. It's personal, connected with what you are already doing. Already showing up. Then starting with that simple connection, it can grow from there. That's exactly what you were showing. You don't know when the opportunity will show up, but you're ready to take it when it presents itself. Thanks for sharing that. 

View want to be inspired, I forgot to mention this earlier. If you want to be inspired to find some ways to do this yourself, we have a couple of gatherings we will be doing over the next two months, and those were dropped into the chat earlier. Do check this out, we want to support you. 

We talked about however campaign is an opportunity to grow our power. How we use media right now to do that, and one of the most powerful places, we come together to demonstrate that power, is at our National Conference. I'm excited for you to hear from RESULTS Fellow Luiggi Francalanci who is taking that step in joining us for the conference in July. 

He wears many hats, he's a 25 year resident of Milwaukee who works with the Milwaukee County housing services, he's an immigrant, husband, and dad of two boys. 

Luiggi, you're so excited you're taking that time and making the choice to spend a few minutes of your busy life with us in DC. So please tell us why you were excited in choosing to be there this summer. 

LUIGGI FRANCALANCI: 
Hi everyone, my name is Luiggi for Colossae, in case you've already forgotten my name., 2026 RESULTS fellow will be attending the conference this upcoming July. Am I am excited to attend the national conference because it will be my first time in DC, outside of just being there for connecting flights. It's our nation's capitol, and I'm really looking forward to sightseeing the great landscape. Also there's a lot of Peruvian restaurants there, and I'm Peruvian, so looking forward to the food there. 

Outside of that I think it will be a great networking opportunity -- networking opportunity for me to meet with like minded individuals looking to make changes in their communities. In particular, addressing issues of poverty, which is really important for me as someone who struggled with poverty as a young person. 

I think it's important to attend in person in comparison to a virtual action because I think you get more from a face-to-face interaction. Virtual is great, it's convenient, but as a father of two my kids are great distraction of mine. They were just fighting earlier. So they're kind of quiet right now. Eric it also reminds me of my college days, where used to attend a lot of conferences. I was able to connect with individuals face to face, get their undivided attention, and have this concept of sharpened (Indiscernible). Exchanging ideas, these kind of places provide a great opportunity. 

I'm also looking forward to building lasting relationships with my fellow advocates, caring fellows attending them as well as the staffers I'm hoping to connect with during my visit. 

This may be one of many DC visits for me. And something I'm really looking forward to. Also because my wife is obsessed with the East Coast and wants me to take this opportunity to maybe network and expand my professional horizons. 

What I'm anticipating at the conference is to challenge myself. I think the concept of engaging with your representatives can be a little overwhelming, and RESULTS has given me the tools and motivation, and the courage, to reach out to a lot of my representatives. 

With that I hope to have hard conversations with Rep DeLauro, Senator Bowen and Senator Johnson, if I can meet with all of them in the last day. 

Is something I hold close to me because I'm a public servant and social worker comes with my oath to advocate. I think RESULTS is given me those tools. And I'm really looking forward to July, and that's why I think RESULTS for this opportunity to connect with my representatives in DC. 

Thank you. 

SPEAKER: 
Luiggi, thank you so much for being on, and for sharing, and we help others find their own inspiration to come and be part of this. 

Hi, I'm Lisa Marchal, part of RESULTS staff. Just here to remind you registration is open for the National Conference this year. I could not be more excited to come from my home in Indianapolis to see all of you in person. 

This year is going to be very special. An additional piece, our colleagues Lakeisha McVey is not here today to tell you about this, but we wanted to tell you are Expert on Poverty, along with seven of the children, will be attending. It's a reminder this is more than just policy comments an opportunity to build mission trips, be in community with like-minded people who care about fighting for the world we all need and deserve. 

Remember part of the conference will be everyone going to Capitol Hill to lobby on the Tuesday, as Luiggi mentioned we will kick off with a rally in the morning on the Senate side. We do recommend you book your Senate meetings for the morning, and house meetings for the afternoon. Late in the afternoon we will have a house I Congressional reception, so get excited. 

It started scheduling those lobby meetings now, and please report them to us using the link being dropped in the chat so we can track. There's a place on a conference webpage where these types of links for your lobby preparation could be found. 

If there were advocates who cannot make it to DC, work with your fellow advocates. Check with your correctional offices to see if you can connect by Zoom. 

Don't forget if you are coming to DC to bring physical copies, scoop them up of every ADPC you, your group center communities have published this year. 

Even if you can't be there physically, sending in those media pieces makes everyone present in the room. Let's keep those media submissions coming. 

As mentioned in the coming days and weeks we will be sharing things like a National Conference prep checklist, and other items to make your journey to DC and your time there easy breezy. Registration for the conference though does on June 12, and we are already in May. Please head to the link and register today. Let's show up, claim airpower, and build a better future together. We all can't wait to see you there. 

With that we will transition to our poll full stop who want to see who is joining us today. Please take a minute to say how many people, including yourself, are in the room today. Keep going with that poll. Good, we are almost 75% participation. We will close out in a few seconds. Let us know who's in the room with you. A lot of folks are coming in individually, but I know from the images and the cameras, we have some groups as well. Great. 

Thank you so much, I think we will close out the poll now. And we want to give you a few reminders that will be really vital to your work ahead. 

First we want to mention Friends and Family Fundraising for the spring. We are so encouraged, some of your fellow volunteers already starting spring friends and family fundraisers to support everything that we do. Everything that we talked about. RESULTS trainings, resources, campaigns. If you would like to learn about this is the only tool in creating your own online fundraiser, contact Beth Wilson. Her email will be in the chat. Or you can support your fellow volunteers by making a donation to one of their fundraisers. And our chat monitors will put the information for the fundraising page in the chat. 

You can find all of the trainings and activities coming up here at the beginning of summer, and of spring beginning of summer. Check our events calendar. Also online you'll find the slides and recording from today's webinar. 

Remember, reporting matters, report those loving meetings, all the media, all the submissions and the publications, and your outreach meetings. This is so important to our work. 

Finally, we look forward to seeing you all again Saturday, June 6 for next National Webinar. We will use this webinar is a precursor to the National Conference to ensure whether you are attending the conference, or whether you're going to continue your advocacy at home and can't attend, we will all be taking action together to make this world a better place. So, on a long, because we are all in this together. Be sure to join us on June 6. 

With that, feel free to come off of mute, and we are going to say goodbye to each other and wish us well as we launch into the month of May. Take good care everybody. 

Live captioning by AI-Media 
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      SPEAKER:    ... So well - deserved, Randy. Randy also recently gave a great Ted talk at Ted X Boston College  and I think those were shared in the weekly update. Congratulations.      I want to acknowledge the incredibly important work that you have done on appropriations for  next year for health, emergency humanitarian assistance. Through your advocacy this year and  last year, your keeping programs alive better keeping millions of peop le alive. I had a chance to  see how your impact goes even further.      I was in Canada earli er this week at a dinner discussion with a number of senior development  informed policy folks from the Canadian government and a former pro minister from Africa, and  all that those folks have heard about is the dismantling of US international aid. There is   such a  danger of a collective downward spiral hopelessness about sustaining develop into an collective  response ability, but honestly, I held that room and I talked about supporting Congress to reject  the president's massive proposed budget cuts and resto red all the funding. They had no idea.  Many people thanked me so I passed on to you.      Among the challenges we face in the US, sharing what we accomplished listed some of the  resignation in that room about sustaining international funding and solidarity, and that really  matters.      The House passed a bill this week that does nothing to reverse...      (Sending viewer link in chat)      SPEAKER:    The immediate work you are all doing now and encouraging partners and communities to do, I  think can really demonstrate  to members of Congress, the real damage and impacts of these  policies on people's lives, some pieces from experts on poverty like James (unknown name)  and others have been great. At the time the concerns on affordability are paramount. We can  also make cle ar that constituents oppose these policies and will hold members accountable for  fixing them and preventing new harms for the shred the safety net and driving equality.      As you are very well aware, this is a crucial, highly contested, close election year.   Your  members of Congress will be tracking local media closely than ever. Your message in the media  will carry more weight than ever and will help shape members priorities into the midterms and  again after them.      I just want to end by personally inviting you to align with all of these key things we are doing. To  join us in Washington, July 12 - 14 for the Results 2026 National Conference. Taking to Capitol  Hill together will have a big impact on members of Congress,  again not just in this moment  which matter s, but also helping build relationships and defining congressional priorities into and  after the midterm elections.      At the time when the goal of money and power is to overwhelm us, divide us, and strip our  sense of agency , and frankly Congress a sense of agency, coming together in DC is a sense of  opportunity to find rated sense of individual and elective power when we   walk through those  doors on Capitol Hill.   

