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Joanne:  For starters, this is just an emergency package.  Even the changes to the tax code are temporary.  And the global response to the pandemic is still vastly underfunded.  Millions of people lost access to health care, and we're seeing a vaccine apartheid.  

We have to ensure that an emergency response is commensurate with the needs and also that it translates into real structural change.  Tackling the affordable housing crisis, which was pushed to the brink long before the pandemic.  And actively undoing the forces of racism and colonialism that drive these forces of poverty.  

I'm going to stop to see if Senator Brown is on the line.  

Ken:  I don't see him.  

Joanne:  Okay, I think we'll stop here and go to Dorothy, who's going to give us a legislative update.  Dorothy, if you can get going, and with apologies, maybe you can get started and then when Senator Brown joins, we can finish what piece you're on, switch to him, and then finish with you.  So Dorothy, over to you.  

Dorothy:  Thank you, Joanne, and yes, ken or whoever just feel free to pause and switch to him.  

My name is Dorothy Manza.  Hello to anyone I haven't had the privilege to meet in person or virtually.  This first slide sort of shows the budget reconciliation process.  I thought it would be helpful to talk about where in this process we are and how far we've come.  The first step of the process was the budget resolution adopted in January.  That set the top-line numbers for specific committees and led us into step 2a where we were pushing our representatives, letting them know where we wanted those funds allocated.  

Specific committees were in charge of drafting legislation that fits within the wider reconciliation structure.  Then the bill was passed last week, and then the Senate passed a bill literally minutes before this call.  And now we're about to head into step 4, when the differences in the bills need to be resolved in the House and Senate.  There were some differences in the Senate bill.  They removed a $15 minimum wage.  That's expected to pass because House leadership and President Biden were very looped in on these negotiations.  It's sort of like these decisions were being made as the House was negotiating, and now they need to give the final sign-off.  

We are optimistic that this will be passed, and we want to celebrate what our advocacy has accomplished.  But we know it doesn't stop there, and we're shifting to longer-term priorities as well because poverty was a big issue before the pandemic.  We are very excited to continue pushing for our priorities.  

I already got into this a little, but both the House and Senate have passed a $1.9 trillion package including $11 billion for the global fund, which is the biggest contribution the U.S. has ever made, and $25 billion for emergency rental assistance.  Now we want to shift to recovery and long-term structural changes that can help build a more equitable world.  

Another reconciliation package is possible later in the year, and that's a technical thing because this package is actually for fiscal year 2021.  It is possible later in the year for congress to do another reconciliation package.  That's just to flag that for you all.  If there are ways we can be of help, we'll let you know later in the year.  

Ken:  Senator Brown, are you here?  

Senator Brown: yes, I've been listening to this.  

Dorothy:  I'd love to pass it over to you.  

Senator:  Thank you, everyone.  I've known of Results for a long time.  Your engagement and activism and how you really set the standard for citizen activism.  A bunch of people around the country.  Most of you aren't rich.  You're activists in your communities, and collectively you make a huge difference.  I've been in the Senate 14 years and a month, and today was the best day I've ever had in the Senate.  We accomplished more today than any other day for the country.  

It's a one up or down vote on Tuesday.  There are no more amendments because we've been talking about it since May.  If anyone knows what she's doing, it's Nancy Pelosi, and she will pass this.  Then it goes to president Biden, he will sign it, and people's lives will change.  It has rental assistance so people aren't evicted in the middle of a winter and a pandemic.  It has mortgage forbearance.  It has money for small business.  It puts shots in people's arms and kids back in school.  The first time we've focused on helping school districts to open safely.  

I'm leaving things out.  The two parts of the bill that I wrote.  It's a pension fix for well over a million workers, people who paid into a pension for 30 years.  The bargaining table essentially said they would give up wages today for employer matches for their future pension.  This will also cut the poverty rate in half for children.  It's a fully refundable tax credit.  So there will likely be a $250-300 check a month.  

There are two next steps in this that I'd love to help with.  We are working to set up federal accounts with the federal reserve with local credit unions and post offices so that all local people can have bank accounts so they don't have to pay extravagant check cashing fees.  So this was the best anti-poverty initiative in my lifetime next to the Affordable Care Act.  

All of these things happened because you all stuck together.  McConnell is going to say it was not bipartisan.  The fact is, 75% of the public likes this bill and over half of republicans like it.  Frankly, a teacher in Steubenville, Ohio, or a restaurant worker in Akron, Ohio, don't really care that McConnell opposed this.  They just care that we did it.  

McConnell once said his number one goal was to make sure Obama didn't get reelected.  Now his goal is to afford health care to people.  It's all politics.  We knew what we needed to do, and I don't really care that Senate Republicans didn't like it.  

So the next thing is, we're going to work on the federal bank accounts.  And the other thing we want to do with the earned income tax credit and child tax credit is to make them permanent.  We can only get a year for this bill under budget rules.  85% of the children in my state will benefit from this.  And that's pretty much percent in most states around the country.  

So thank you for all you're doing, and like I said, this is the best day I've ever had in the Senate because we delivered change to the country.  I'll stop there and take questions.  Thank you.  

Joanne:  Thank you for joining us.  It's Joanne Carter.  First of all thanks because I know you had a marathon all-night vote.  I think you're literally in the car to go back home.  So thank you for being here, and thank you for being the champion on that income tax and child tax credit.  Your perspective of being in the House and Senate for years matters in terms of the consequences and the importance of these actions.  

Senator Brown:  Let me bring one thing in.  I just want to salute the three senators who worked on this with me.  Michael Bennett from Colorado, Corey Booker, and the newly elected senator from Georgia.  Every single Republican tried to take out the pension bill and weaken the tax credit after the unemployment dollars went after the state and local government money.  We put more money into local reservations and Indian country than congress has ever done in our history.  

Joanne:  Thanks for noting the colleagues that worked on this.  When we were able to be on a call with you last month, it was inspiring to hear from Corey Booker and Senator Bennett.  
 
Senator Brown was on Meet the Press last week, and my favorite moment was when Chuck Todd was closing and said you were chair of the banking committee, and you interrupted to say it was banking and housing.  I would love to hear about the priorities you see.  Obviously emergency rental assistance, but what you see going forward for rental assistance and housing, but especially linked to the long-term structural racism that has impacted wealth and housing.  

Senator Brown:  Sure.  People around the Senate just call it the banking committee.  This committee for generations has been far too much about banking, not enough about housing, and damn near nothing about urban affairs.  Those days are past.  No more kowtowing to Wall Street.  If people aren't properly housed, it means higher mortality, lower life expectancy, children are denied schooling opportunities.  Children don't eat as well in neighborhoods with food deserts.  

Back as recently as a year ago before the pandemic, 25% of Americans were paying more than half their income for housing.  That means that if anything minor happens and they miss two days of work, they foreclose or end up being evicted, and everything goes wrong in their lives.  

I'm reaching out to former committee chairs.  I talked to the former Republican chair.  I can't imagine we agree on anything, but we're going to talk seriously about what he thinks this committee should do to promote more housing.  We do a lot of other things like public transit.  I want to make sure we give people more opportunities.  There are a lot of places in old cities like Baltimore and Cleveland and Pittsburgh and these cities with old housing stock.  There are houses available for $50-70,000.  But people who want to buy homes don't have a down payment, and banks don't want to finance that mortgage because they can't make money.  So we want to work with minority enterprises to figure out how we're able to get some of this going again.  

So we're going to be as creative as possible in revitalizing Appalachian areas, cities, or suburbs that have fallen on hard times.  

Joanne:  That's incredibly exciting and important, and we look forward to working with you on that.  

Just for a moment, I know people have a few more questions, but I also want to say looking forward, you have been for two decades or more a champion on global public health efforts, specifically tuberculosis, and put that issue on the map in funding.  Considering what we've been able to accomplish so rapidly around COVID and how we've let TB persist for decades.  Just to say how we can use this moment for leadership around that issue.  

Senator Brown:  Well, it shows what we were able to do today.  We held people together.  We have a president who understands the role of public health in America.  For the first time in our history.  The Trump administration put a number of political figures at the CDC to do a number of things, and we paid for it as a nation and internationally.  So you're going to see our rejoining the WHO.  You'll see a depoliticized CDC.  Joanne, when you and I went to Siberia, we led the eradication of smallpox through the CDC.  We led the nation in the eradication of diphtheria and polio.  Close to eradication.  We kept Ebola out of our country because our public health workers were the best in the world, and we have to rebuild that.  

If we can do that, we can weigh in on all these public health threats.  One of the reasons I was excited when Warnoff and Ossoff were elected.  They're both on my committee, and I'm very impressed with both of them.  They come from Georgia, and we had two republican senators from that state who barely knew it existed.  To me, the CDC is maybe the best agency of the federal government.  It's surely the best public health agency in the world.  

With Results, I've been to Haiti and Russia.  I've been all over the U.S.  We did a program in Newark and one in Chicago.  I know what Results does, and I know we can continue to shine in this.  

Joanne:  Yeah, thanks.  And it is exciting to have this opportunity.  In this moment of huge challenge, I think there's an opportunity with this resurgence of attention on public health to change the trajectory on things.  

Ken, if you can get ready to unmute a constituent for Ohio.  

Keith:  Can you hear me okay?  First and foremost, thank you so much for your time, and thank you for the victory today.  I am a constituent from the 13th district in Ohio.  

Senator Brown:  Where do you live?  

Keith:  Stretsbrgh.  

What do you think is the best approach in enrolling new members of congress in advocacy issues?  

Senator Brown:  You're in Congressman Ryan's district.  Don't let the member of congress do what I did when I was approached by Results.  My staff member said they wanted to meet with me.  I said about what?  It might have said something like food stamps or health.  I said I'm already on board with their issues.  You didn't take no for an answer.  So we ended up meeting and were just dogged.  I got to know them, and they started coming to my town halls and getting other people there.  I always welcomed them because they basically agreed with everything I did or vice versa.  But you want to get in the door and meet these members.  

You want to figure out their interests and connect what they stand for and are involved in with what you do, and that's a pretty easy connection.  It may be difficult with congress' radical right-wingers.  But members of the House have time.  Don't let them tell you they don't.  Just insist that you're in the district and you want to meet with them, and connect them with the things that are important to them.  Just be honest about your role in the community and how you can work with them.  

Keith:  Great, thank you so much, Senator.  

Joane:  There are a couple questions in the chat around housing.  What can we do to address the extreme segregation around the country in housing?  And a second one just around housing choice vouchers and the fact that only 25% of eligible families receive them.  So making those universal, and is there a part of making it mandatory spending instead of discretionary?  

Senator Brown:  There's a way to scale all of this up.  You had a committee that was all about banking and damn little about housing.  My focus is going to be on housing and how we get more money.  How do we get more housing startups and groups like community development to finance more housing units.  How do we get more mortgages and housing units.  Do all of that.  Every Democrat on this committee is interested in this, and we will find innovative ways to build more housing.  

Part of this is how important it is to put housing around transit stops and community schools.  We have funding in this package for schools with wraparound community transportation.  To do all this with housing and to make these mortgages affordable.  You can imagine, if you're paying $700 in rent, you can get a fairly good house in Cleveland and pay that for mortgage.  And there are plenty of places in the country where your mortgage payment wouldn't be much higher or any higher than your rent.  So that's my goal and what you'll see this committee doing.  

Mitt Romney's father was Nixon's first secretary of HUD after the fair housing bill passed.  Romney did the let's divide people by race.  I want his son to help me with fair housing so we can end discrimination and do what we need to do.  

JoAnne, I have to get off the phone and make some calls.  Thank you for letting me do this.  I look forward to seeing you face to face next year.  We will do this in a sweaty room at the capitol where we usually meet.  

Joanne:  Thanks so much.  I really look forward to working with you on housing to make the expansions permanent.  

Senator Brown:  Let me just give you a comment on that.  Nothing's more important than making.   As soon as the ink dries on Joe Biden's pen, we are going to start the effort to make this permanent.  If you could team up with us to make this permanent, there's nothing you could do in your activist life that would be more important.  There's nothing I could do that's more important in the rest of my career except maybe scaling up housing.  It will be such a massive social justice victory.  

Joanne:  We are your partners on this.  We're ready to start next week.  Take care and get some rest.  

Senator Brown:  Thanks, bye.  

Joanne:  So Dorothy, back to you.  

Dorothy:  I think that's an excellent lead-off into talking about our longer-term priorities.  On the global side of thing, it's the start of the annual appropriations process.  This happens every year where congress decides how to spend our massive budget.  They get together and decide how to allocate that money.  

This is a really unique opportunity because every single member of congress weighs in on appropriations, so every one of you can make a difference in this process.  If you've ever gotten an action alert and wished your Congressmember was on a committee, now's your chance.  So it's important to get in the door and speak with them.  

Our three issues for global that we're prioritizing are global tuberculosis, global partnership for education, and global.  

Tuberculosis is a big thing for us this year.  The pandemic has affected people with TB.  Last year the highest global killer was TB, and it is still the number one infectious disease killer in developing countries.  The problem is lack of global will and lack of funding.  We've seen countries like America who have ended TB epidemics.  We know the we can end the epidemic once and for all.  COVID-19 has really shown how quickly medical innovations can happen when there is enough political will.  We really want to focus on TB and apply that to another respiratory pandemic.  

For the global partnership for education, we're really focusing on that this year because COVID-19 related school closures disrupted schooling for 1.5 billion children.  Those most affected are already from marginalized communities or living in poverty.  The global partnership is focused on partnering with local governments.  They create national education plans and really make sure that children are learning well when in school, and learning early and equally, and that all children have the opportunity for a quality education.  

This year the partnership is having a replenishment conference.  So this is a unique opportunity for the U.S. to be a global leader on this issue.  

We're also going to be focusing on nutrition.  Even before the COVID-19 pandemic, malnutrition contributed to almost half of all childhood deaths.  We see this all across the world, including in our own country.  The pandemic is expected to drive a further 150 million people into poverty.  

The first 1,000 days are a critical window of growth and development, and there are a lot of kids at risk of getting left behind.  This is a really important window, and we want to make sure that we're reaching those children and their families.  

Before COVID-19, nearly 1 in 4 children globally was stunted, and a lot of projections say this will get a lot worse.  We really want to focus on nutrition this year.  We think it can make a big difference.  

Now we can talk more about money.  What are our requests?  And don't worry, this is all available on our appropriations memos on the website.  But our request for global tuberculosis is $1 billion.  Last year we contributed $319 million.  This global health area is so underfunded and kills and sickens so many people.  This is where the U.S. really needs to be a leader.  

For global education, we're requesting $150 million.  This is a more modest increase than TB but would still be a substantial increase for the U.S.  The needs are greater now, so our asks are greater.  We know the GPE can make impacts on kids globally.  

And for global nutrition, we're requesting $300 million, which is a doubling of the funds provided last year.  

How can you take action on this?  The big thing will be lobbying meetings with members of congress.  We have appropriations memos to use as leave-behinds.  And you can ask if the office has an individual member appropriations form.  Sometimes those forms are complex or have confusing questions.  Please feel free to email them to me if you want support completing it, or if there's a Google form link, you can send me that link and Results staff can fill it out.  

This is part of the first 100 days, so if you have requested a meeting on COVID relief and now this bill has passed, don't be afraid to take on appropriations.  This is still very much part of our first 100 days campaign and letting legislators know of our priorities.  

We also want to do Dear Colleague letters.  We will communicate with you about that.  It's very normal for the first year of a presidential administration for the appropriations process to be delayed.  And with COVID relief taking so much time and energy, it's pushed the process back.  

Where to find these resources?  If you have a question about lobbying, I always recommend going to our lobbying page first.  But we also have a resource page on global appropriations, which you can get to through the issue page on our website.  

Lastly my colleague Crickett did an appropriations 101 training last week, and that recording is up on the website.  

Now I want to focus on U.S. poverty priorities.  These graphs show hardship in the U.S. right now.  This survey was done February 3-15 of this year.  And you can see that in the U.S. adults are facing a lot higher household hardship, and 31% of adults in households with children are reporting difficulty in paying for household expenses.  So that bill that was just passed will have a big impact.  

Children's risk of not getting enough to eat varies widely by race, so this is also a racial justice issue.  This is due to the racial policies that the U.S. government has supported in the past.  We want to close the racial gap in between and have a more equitable society.  

This is a chart that shows racial and ethnic composition by housing type.  And this is from before the pandemic.  On this graph, you can see that although particularly black, non-Hispanic, and Hispanic renters are disproportionately low income and have more trouble making ends meet with housing.  Although we put a lot of focus on the immediate needs due to the COVID pandemic, our housing crisis existed long before that.  

We need to address this underlying housing crisis with bold, long-term solutions.  Seeing the quickness and the massive scale of resources that the U.S. mobilized in response to the COVID pandemic has really shown what's possible with enough political will, and we want to harness that to get longterm solutions.  We want to dramatically scale up assistance for low-income renters.  We're very interested in making housing choice vouchers universal.  We want to make it so that if you need federal support for housing, you can access it.  

The next section was brought up in the chat.  Housing supply.  Although we haven't worked as explicitly directly on this, housing supply definitely needs to be part of a longterm solution.  Increasing the supply of affordable housing is necessary.  So we'll definitely be in touch about ways we can make an impact on the supply side throughout the year.  Meredith Dodson will be our main point of contact in there.  

And longer term, we want to look at policies to reduce racial wealth inequality, including home ownership.  That's something that is part of our commitment to anti-oppression.  

So that's kind of a snapshot of where we want to go with housing and the longer-term solutions we want to pursue.  

As Senator Brown talked about, we want to make tax credits for low-income workers and females expanded permanently.  There is some support for this among Republicans, particularly Mitt Romney.  The COVID relief makes these changes temporary, so we really want to work to lock them in permanently.  

Workers under 25 right now aren't eligible for the earned income tax credit, and there are a lot of people taxed into poverty by our system.  So we want to make sure that credits are expanded and equitable.  

Here is a chart that shows the current earned income tax credit versus the Biden proposal.  In purple you can see the current law without children, sort of phasing in.  And then when someone makes $15,000, they're no longer getting the credit.  Biden's proposal would not only increase the credit amount but also the eligibility to $20,000.  That's just a visual representation of what the earned income tax credit would do.  

And here we have the current child tax credit.  On the bottom there in the brownish-yellow is the child tax credit before the TCJA, the 2017 tax law.  That is also what the child tax credit will revert to after 2025 unless we revert to something else.  

It did increase the amount for the tax credit.  However, it still doesn't provide the child tax credit to families making under $2,500.  That is a big issue with this.  

Under an expanded CTC, not only would the total credit increase, there would also be sort of a tiered system where families with children under 6 would get a higher credit because there are often more expenses associated with children in their early life, and it would make this credit fully refundable.  

Over on the left of the graph, it starts out straight whereas in the previous graph, there was a steep vertical line.  This means that even a family making $0 of income per year would get the full credit.  Under the current system, you could be making too little to get the full credit, and families who need that credit less are getting it.  We're not taking the credit away from everyone else, but we want to make it fully refundable.  

Like Senator Brown said, now is the time to be bold.  This has opened a lot of people's eyes to what the federal government can accomplish with enough political will.  We have been in the emergency state.  And with the passage of this bill, the Senate is starting to think more about longer term priorities.  We want to make sure we're communicating with members of congress.  We can secure large scale policies that dramatically reduce child poverty and address the disproportionate impact of racist housing policies and the racial wealth gaps of children in poverty.  

Some of you may recognize this graph from the February 6th event.  Combining the CTC with the housing expansion would cut child poverty and help narrow the racial poverty gap.  All the way to the right of the percent reduction, combining housing and tax expansion would reduce child poverty this much, and even more for black and Hispanic children.  

It's time to be bold and push these policies.  I have a feeling I might have gone over, so I'm happy to take questions or reply in the chat.  I'm excited to partner with you on these issues.  

To learn more, we have two monthly policy forums coming up.  One is specifically focused on housing and taxes.  I encourage you to join that call, and immediately after that call, we'll be doing a monthly forum on global TB.  

Thank you so much.  

Jos:  Thanks, Dorothy.  Good afternoon, everybody.  As Dorothy mentioned, now that COVID is done, let's take a moment to celebrate and then let's get back to working and moving on to the next thing that will make an impact on people living in poverty here and around the world.  We still want you to meet with House and Senate offices and their aides.  On the U.S. poverty side, we want you to talk about addressing the long term solutions that Dorothy talked about, making the EITC and CTC provisions permanent, making housing choice vouchers universal, etc.  

On the global side, get those meetings with senators and representatives, both new people and folks you might have already met with, and urge them to include our requests on TB, nutrition, and education in their submissions.  Find out where any forms are and what the deadlines are, and if you need help, let us know.  

We'll have details soon on our briefing on tuberculosis.  This is a great opportunity for new members of congress and their staff to learn more about these issues.  

So here are some resources for you.  I won't go through everything.  Just know that now that COVID is almost done, we will be updating these things.  Our resources now have both COVID and long-term stuff.  So you can use those things now, but we will keep them updated as things progress in congress.  

Now we want to do some celebrating on our first 100 days campaign.  You all have gotten off to a great start.  Remember, the goal is to meet with all of our House offices and 75% of Senate offices.  Just two months in, you all have done an amazing job.  We've gotten 131 meetings as of Thursday morning, so you probably have more that came in yesterday.  You can see all the different states and meetings that have done meetings so far, and here are some Zoom screenshots.  I'm grateful and proud of you for doing this.  This is how these things get done.  

I want to look at some specific statistics.  You can review this later.  Again, 131 meetings with 40 different Senate offices and 77 different House offices.  I want to keep up that momentum as we go forward as the first 100 days closes at the end of April.  You had 13 meetings in January and then exploded in February with 104 meetings, and just four days into March, you've had 14 meetings.  So thank you for being so aggressive with this, and keep it up.  

We've had amazing participation by new volunteers with Results.  98 of them have participated in lobbying meetings, and 75% of meetings have included a new person.  Thank you to all of our new people and existing volunteers who have been welcoming them and including them in this process, and really getting a lot of things done.  

But we still have a lot of work to do.  100% of the Senate and 75% of the House.  We're about 40% of the Senate.  We want to ramp it up and meet those goals by the end of April.  Results is here to help you with everything in any way we can.   

Also I want to give a shoutout.  I've been playing some advocacy bingo, and we've gotten three people who have already gotten their bingo card filled with a line in one direction or another.  Hopefully other folks are doing the same.  We'd love to see people get some blackouts on this.  It's not just for new people.  

So let's do all we can to get this map filled up.  We want it to be completely yellow by the end of April.  Know that if you don't see your meeting on here, that means you haven't done your lobby report form yet.  So please be sure to fill out that form after each meeting.  

I'll turn it over to Lisa.  

Lisa:  Hi, good morning and good afternoon.  We are so thrilled with how advocates who are newer with us have been stepping up into leadership.  Group leader, Senate and House point persons, outreach, media.  It's been amazing, and we are so excited to see these newer volunteers being bold and sharing with us their talents and leadership.  And thanks to all of you scooting over on the bench.  There is room for everyone to show their leadership, and you're making it possible by hosting a local group and helping one another along the way.  

Now we'd like you to take a look at the slide.  Look at that list.  And that's no everybody who is new to us.  It's incredible the influx of people who want to make a difference.  We're incredibly grateful.  

Now we are going to have a special share from Timea Renfrow.  Are you on the line, Timea?  

Timea:  Yes, I am.  

Lisa:  Wonderful.  Why don't you share?  

Timea:  Hi, everyone.  I had my first meeting at the end of February, and it was really good.  I was super nervous the week prior, but my Results group is so supportive.  I had a sense of people in legislative offices as being distant.  It was just different to say, I'm going to be talking to someone on their staff.  It was a really cool experience.  It helped that I didn't have to run into a brick wall the first time because Representative Connelly has been with Results on issues in the past.  

I really appreciate the human element it added for me personally.  And I think the Results fellowship I'm in has helped.  We talked about the epic model, engaging, informing about the problem and solutions, and call to action.  Everyone on the call was super prepared for the meeting that day, and it was just flawless.  Another new member was facilitating, and it was nice to have that equal ground of someone on the call with me who hadn't done it before.  But the entire group has been super supportive.  Everyone I've met in Results has been really kind, and I think we're all fighting for the same thing, so it's been fantastic.  

Lisa:  Thanks so much for your insights and time today, Timea.  

So we want to take a moment to open the lines a bit and have a few shares.  You can put them in the chat.  A couple questions to pose to you: what exciting moments have you had during your lobbying meetings?  Or did you participate in a lobby meeting for the first time, and what was that like?  

I think Ken has made it possible for folks to unmute.  We'll take a couple shares, but we'd love for you to flood the chat with shares as well.  Or if you're on the phone, you can push *6.  

Tom:  I have a share.  

Lisa:  Great, go right ahead.  

Tom:  I'm from the Portland group, and I experienced my first share with Representative Cliff Bence in middle and eastern Oregon.  I wasn't prepared well enough, but my team that worked with me was way better prepared than I was.  So the event went off well.  I learned a lot.  I had had som political experience with senators and governors in my prior life in Illinois.  So now I'm way more comfortable not just asking but creating partnership with senators and representatives.  What can we do to support what you're doing to end poverty?  

So it was very inspiring, especially overcoming that and having that breakthrough motivates me further.  Thank you so much.  

Lisa:  Thank you for sharing and for your courage.  

Is there someone else who would like to share?  I see shares going on in the chat.  

Marjorie:  I'll share.  We had a meeting with the staff of Lauren Bovert.  [sp?]  I agree with Tom that moving past that wall of anticipation was great.  Having the experience of a real person there and the task is to engage and communicate.  So it was nice to have done it and get over myself and get on to the business.  It was great.  And thank you to Results and Andy Clarke for shepherding us through that experience.  

Lisa:  Wonderful.  It's great when we can help one another.  And thanks for that description of pushing through.  

We'll take one last share.  I think Bruce Davidson would like to share.  

Bruce:  Great.  On Thursday we had a meeting with the staff a new Republican representative in our district.  I met with three new members of Results.  And they took a very active role in the meeting, and they were terrific.  I've been part of Results for 38 years, and they just joined and did a better job than I could have done.  The future of Results is looking really good when we have young people stepping up.  

Lisa:  Thank you for those kudos.  We have the seasoned members and new, fresh talents coming in.  It cabins to be something really valuable.  

So this has been a great time of sharing.  Feel free to keep putting your shares in the chat.  In the meantime, I'm going to pass it to my college Sarah Leoni.  

Sarah:  I am the new associate on the grassroots impact team.  I currently live in Fort Wayne, Indiana.  I became a real change fellow in 2016, and I've been a volunteer since then.  I come from a social work background.  I have a bachelors degree in social work.  I've worked with victims of sexual assault, domestic violence, immigrants and refugees, etc.  I've also done a lot of work with community outreach and engagement.  

Many of these populations I've served were at the mercy of racist laws.  We have a lot of work to do before we see an equitable world.  

With that, we can go to the next slide.  

So you may have heard registration for the international conference is now open, which is so exciting.  June 12 and 13 this summer.  I remember my first international conference, and it was a great experience.  Make sure you check out that registration link.  We want as many people to join as possible, especially new advocates.  It will be a great time with a lot of amazing speakers, and more information will come out about that in the next couple months.  

We have a lot of amazing upcoming trainings.  The first one I want to talk about is the supporting new advocates to grow training this Thursday.  This is a great training.  Myself and Alicia from expansion will be leading this.  If you're looking to grow your leadership skills by helping your advocates grow theirs, this is the training for you.  The link is on the website if you go to current volunteers.  It has a list of all the trainings, and it is on the calendar event on our website.  

We have the monthly policy forums, global and domestic.  They'll talk about that more in depth.  Please be sure to register and attend those.  I believe everything will be recorded.  

Lastly we have revamping our action networks.  I know people have a lot of questions about how this will work.  But I will be taking point on this project.  If you want to start an action network, this will be a great training for you to attend.  As well as those groups who already have an action manager.  This is a good time to update what you're doing.  Action networks are great for those outside of Results who don't have time to join but still want to take part in advocacy.  Be sure to check out that meeting and register.  We really want to grow those networks.  One of the great reasons why we have the networks is to further our reach with our advocacy.  There are people out there who want to do great work, but maybe they just don't have the time.  

If you have any questions about these, feel free to email me.  

We have our upcoming events.  We have new advocate orientations this Tuesday and then again on Wednesday, March 24.  And the link to register is on our calendar on the website and also on the screen.  And of course we have our free agents call.  Jos Linn runs the U.S. webinar, and Lisa Marchall runs the global webinar.  Feel free to email Jos or Lisa for more information.  

We'll just wrap things up.  We're ending a bit early.  But the recording and slides for today's webinar will be available on our website under the recordings and volunteers tabs.  Just remember to register for our international conference this summer.  Be sure to report your advocacy actions on our website.  We want to make sure that we hit all the senators' offices and the percentage of the members of congress.  

I think Ken will open the lines for everyone to say goodbye and wish each other well as you continue in your advocacy meetings.  

Ken:  You're all able to unmute your lines, and please let us know in the chat who is with you today and where you're from.  

[End of webinar]
