[image: image1.jpg]RESULTS

the power to end poverty





Education & Action Guide: Writing Letters to the Editor on GPE
June 2014
Education and Action meetings are a great way to engage your action network in meaningful action and build the pipeline of new activists to grow your group. Here’s how you might organize an Education and Action meeting focused on writing letters to the editor on the Global Partnership for Education. Our media is critical in the last few weeks before the 6/26 GPE replenishment conference.
1. Find a location and set a time. Find a place where you can hear each other speak—a café, park, supermarket with a dining room, library, a home. 
2. Invite. Set a goal for how many people you want to come and have everyone in the group commit to getting at least two people in the room. Tips:

· Ask them in person or by phone, follow up with email and/or calls to confirm.
· Your invitation might sound like this, “We are having a special gathering to learn about an issue and take action starting at xx, and I’d like you to come. The theme is global education. We’ll have snacks and good conversation. You will be inspired when you leave and hopefully we’ll set you up to get published. I’ve been volunteering with RESULTS for a while now, and I haven’t found anything that is more effective when it comes to addressing poverty. I’ve seen things improve, I’ve learned so much, and I know my actions make a difference. I’d love for you to consider coming. Can I give you the details?”
3. Prepare. 
· Organize your snacks, beverages, room set up. 
· Make sure you have copies of the June 2014 Action Sheet, paper, pens, sign-in sheet, RESULTS brochures. Read through the action sheet beforehand.
· Consider bringing copies of the local newspaper(s) to for possible hooks. If someone has time to scan the local papers for possible hooks beforehand, great, otherwise you can brainstorm with the group.
4. Meet. (Approximately 90 minutes)
· 15 min: Welcome guests and have them sign your sign in sheet. Socialize and snack. Thank people for coming. Have everyone briefly introduce and share one fun personal fact.

· 5 min: Explain that the purpose of the meeting is to generate media to encourage the US to improve it’s global education policy, specifically to get the US to invest more into the Global Partnership for Education.

· 15 min: Read the Action Sheet together and see if there are questions.
· 10 min: Explain that a letter to the editor typically builds on a dialogue already in play locally, regionally, or nationally, or is in response to something in the paper. Have the group brainstorm all of the news items that one might be able to link to global education. Examples are: end of school, graduation, Common Core, school vouchers, teach pay, standardized tests, education funding, learning gap, Nigeria kidnappings.
· 10 min: Ask the group to brainstorm examples of how they might bridge between the issues in the news and global education.
· 15 min: Ask people to write their letters

· 10 min: Ask people to share their letters

· 10 min: Create a follow up plan to help people finish their letters (a buddy system or sending drafts to the group) and decide to which paper each person will submit their letter.
