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Poverty: Huge Disparities by Race

Source: United States Census Bureau
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https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2018/income-poverty.html?cid=cbsm+18IPHI


Racial Wealth Inequality

- “Wealth Building for the Wealthy through the Tax Code Continues as Families of 

Color Fall Farther Behind.” Prosperity Now

https://prosperitynow.org/blog/wealth-building-wealthy-through-tax-code-continues-families-color-fall-further-behind


Race and Assets

In 2016, the median 

wealth for white 

families was 10 

times greater than 

black families’ 

wealth and 8 times 

greater 

than Hispanic 
families’ wealth.

- Urban Institute, "Nine Charts About Wealth Inequality 

in America."



The History Behind Racial Wealth Inequality
1530s-1865

Forced Removal of 
Native Americans and 

Slavery in North 
America

1865

Land Reversals (1865) 
and Land Seizures 
(1865-Present Day)

1933

Public Works 
Administration

1934

National Housing Act

1934

Federal Housing 
Administration

1935

Social Security Act

1938

Fair Labor Standards 
Act

1944

G.I. Bill

1955

Urban Renewal Projects

1970s-Present

Subprime Loans 
(1970s-Present Day)

1971-Present

"War on Drugs" (1971-
Present Day)

2005-09

Housing Bubble and 
Great Recession

Adapted from Bread For the World Racial Wealth Gap Simulation Policy Packet

http://files.bread.org/institute/simulation/Racial-Wealth-Gap-Policy-Packet.pdf?_ga=2.173776483.1379330038.1527869504-1245075713.1527869504


Why is Housing Important?

• Housing is a major source of wealth for 

many middle-class Americans and 

remains a common path to wealth 

building

• Where you live has implications for 

health, education, job access and security 

outcomes that all affect overall economic 

well being

• The history of housing policy in the U.S. 

has been one where federal policies 

provided white Americans opportunities to 

build wealth while excluding Americans of 

color, particularly Blacks, from doing the 

same

- Opportunity Starts at Home Campaign

https://www.opportunityhome.org/


Affordable Housing Crisis



Affordable Housing Crisis

Since 1960, renter's 

incomes have gone 

up by 5% while 

rental cost has 

gone up by 61%.

72.5% of extremely low-income 

renters are severely cost 

burdened, meaning they spend 

more than half their income on 

housing



Public Support for Housing Is 

Growing
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-Opportunity Starts at Home Campaign

https://www.opportunityhome.org/resources/poll2019/


Public Support for Governmental Action
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-Opportunity Starts at Home Campaign

https://www.opportunityhome.org/resources/poll2019/


Major Federal Rental Assistance 

Programs
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Housing assistance programs lifted 

2.9 million people above the federal 

poverty line in 2017 

But only one in four who need 

assistance receive it 

https://www.census.gov/content/census/en/library/publications/2018/demo/p60-265.html


One Solution: Renters Tax Credits



Expand Affordable Rental Housing via Tax Credits

We must address 
this housing crisis --
and we can begin to 
do so by shifting tax 
resources to support 
a “Renters Tax 
Credit” for low- and 
moderate-income 
renters. Several 
policymakers have 
introduced 
legislation that does 
this (H.R. 2169 and 
S. 1106, H.R. 7050 
and S. 3342 in the 
last Congress). 

TAKE ACTION: 
https://tinyurl.com/
RESULTShousing

https://www.vox.com/future-perfect/2019/1/30/18183769/democrat-poverty-plans-2020-presidential-kamala-harris-booker-gillibrand
https://tinyurl.com/RESULTShousing


Advocacy Works!
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https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-02-13/the-best-way-to-influence-congress-according-to-staffers

