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Dear Colleague,  

Please join us in sending a letter to President Biden and his Administration calling for 

an early pledge and strong United States commitment for the Nutrition for Growth (N4G) 

Summit. N4G is a global pledging moment that brings together governments, donors, 

philanthropies, businesses, academia, and non-governmental organizations to accelerate 

progress against malnutrition. Held every four years, the last N4G Summit in 2021 proved 

the most successful to date, with participants committing over US $27 billion in new 

funding to tackle malnutrition. The next N4G Summit will take place on March 27-28, 2025, 

in Paris, France, with commitments made both in the months leading up to and during the 

Summit. The United States will host the Summit in 2028. 

The United States has a long-standing, bipartisan record of supporting critical, life-

saving investments in global health, food security, and nutrition. The 2024 State of Food 

Security and Nutrition in the World (SOFI) report highlights progress against malnutrition 

with the prevalence of stunting among children under five years old has declined to 22.3% 

and wasting prevalence down to 6.8%. Despite this welcomed progress being made, the 

journey towards ending hunger and malnutrition is far from over and we are at a critical 

juncture. As we have seen in the past, U.S. leadership in the fight against malnutrition 

inspires other countries to follow suit. At the 2021 N4G Summit in Tokyo, the United States’ 

strong commitment mobilized other countries to make pledges as well. Of note, seven of 

USAID’s Nutrition Priority Countries made financial commitments, showing robust country 

ownership in addressing malnutrition. Many countries are looking to the U.S. for leadership 

at the 2025 summit and will be more likely to act in the wake of an early U.S. commitment 

to help ensure that no country shoulders the burden of malnutrition alone. A strong early 

commitment also signals U.S. leadership in advance of the U.S. hosting the 2028 N4G 

Summit.  

To continue this progress and solidify our commitment, we respectfully ask you to join 

us in urging the Administration to make an early pledge for the N4G summit to include 

strong funding for evidence-based interventions to detect, treat, and, most importantly, 

prevent global malnutrition, especially for women, infants, young children, and adolescent 

girls.  
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https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.fao.org/new-york/events/detail/special-event-on-the-state-of-food-security-and-nutrition-in-the-world-2024/en__;!!Fr0YZsIsFWxTZsBm-qTAg68!i8zSN6I709gsA30D164J_f5SfbTlNeTqNddyQJbKGpbioqsN7pgTNMXSM99ViQr8Wn2ClHkbd-lSSoh1u5EAXRU0CbT9E1VAa6Df57t3x52b$
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If you have any questions or would like more information, please feel free to contact 

Cindy Buhl with Rep. McGovern (cindy.buhl@mail.house.gov) or John Mark Kolb with Rep. 

Salazar (johnmark.kolb@mail.house.gov). The deadline to sign onto the letter is Thursday, 

August 29th. To join the letter, please sign into the Quill letter here.    

Sincerely,  

James P. McGovern     Maria Elvira Salazar 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress 

 

 

 

President Joseph R. Biden 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 

Washington, DC 20502 

 

Dear Mr. President, 

Our country has long been committed to supporting life-saving nutrition investments to 

ensure brighter, more prosperous futures for children and families. Through long-term 

investments in health and development programs and emergency support in humanitarian 

contexts, the U.S. is a leader in the global charge to scale up cost-effective nutrition 

interventions. Every year, these interventions save and improve the lives of millions of 

women and children. As we approach the 2025 Paris Nutrition for Growth Summit, we are 

writing to request that the U.S. continue to build on America’s global legacy by making an 

early pledge in the lead up to the next Summit. A strong and early signal of commitment 

from the U.S. will bring other donors to the table and galvanize action to deliver bold 

investments and programmatic outcomes that will contribute to ending global hunger and 

malnutrition. 

U.S. investments in global nutrition are paying off: rates of stunting, a chronic and 

recurring form of malnutrition, have decreased in 17 of the 18 countries where USAID 

prioritizes its nutrition investments. However, in recent years, this progress has been 

threatened by challenges such as extreme weather, conflict, and economic shocks. Over 

one billion adolescent girls and women worldwide suffer from undernutrition, and 

malnutrition underlies nearly half of child deaths under age five. Although the problems 
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are complex, decades of U.S. leadership, technical expertise, and strategic partnerships 

have allowed us to identify scalable solutions with proven impact. The strong evidence for 

the value of investing in nutrition has helped foster longstanding bipartisan support for 

these issues.  

As the world prepares for the next Nutrition for Growth Summit, we request that you 

announce an early commitment at the UN General Assembly this September to showcase 

and build on the U.S. government’s transformational nutrition leadership and set the bar 

for other governments and donors to make strong Nutrition for Growth pledges. In recent 

years, including the 2021 Nutrition for Growth Summit and 2022 Pledging to Save Lives 

event, U.S. pledges on malnutrition have been instrumental in mobilizing lifesaving 

financial, policy, and programmatic commitments from other global stakeholders. Many 

countries are looking to the U.S. for leadership and will be more likely to act in the wake of 

an early U.S. commitment to help ensure that no country shoulders the burden of 

malnutrition alone.   

In addition to an early pledge, we request the U.S. commitment for Nutrition for Growth 

include strong funding for evidence-based interventions to detect, treat, and, most 

importantly, prevent global malnutrition, especially for women, infants, young children, and 

adolescent girls. Strong financial investments are necessary to ensure continued 

implementation of the Global Malnutrition Prevention and Treatment Act, which passed in 

2022 with overwhelming bipartisan support, and other critical U.S. strategies to bolster 

global nutrition and food security. A strong U.S. pledge should also focus on programmatic 

commitments to:  

1. Advance women’s and adolescent girls’ nutrition by accelerating progress against 

anemia and other micronutrient deficiencies; 

2. Strengthen food and health systems with a focus on building nutrition resilience; 

3. Prevent and treat more cases of child wasting; 

4. Protect, promote, and support optimal breastfeeding practices; and 

5. Increase transparency on U.S. nutrition appropriations, obligations, and spending. 

Malnutrition remains one of the world’s most preventable tragedies. The human and 

economic costs are enormous; in addition to millions of preventable deaths, malnutrition 

costs the world $3.5 trillion in lost productivity and healthcare costs each year. Smart 

investments in global nutrition now will support millions of children to live healthy, 

productive lives and help end the cycle of poverty and malnutrition once and for all. A 

strong, early Nutrition for Growth pledge from the U.S. will be critical to shoring up our 

country’s leadership on nutrition now and for the years to come. 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. We look forward to your timely 

response and supporting the U.S.’s forthcoming commitment. 
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