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Will the U.S. Continue to Lead on the Global Fund? Write a Letter to Your Member of Congress to Be Hand-Carried to Washington.
“The Global Fund is one of the kindest things people have ever done for each other.” 

        -- Bill Gates   
"We have a choice: we can invest now or pay forever. Innovations in science and implementation have given us a historic opportunity to completely control these diseases. If we do not, the long-term costs will be staggering."
-- Mark Dybul, Executive Director, Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB, and Malaria

Though many RESULTS activists are heading to Washington for the RESULTS International Conference, July 20-23, you do not have to go to DC to be heard. In fact, it is very important for your representative and senators to know that there are constituents back home that care about issues of global poverty, and want them to act on their behalf. Write a letter that will be hand-carried to Washington and presented during meetings held on Capitol Hill. Use this June 2013 Action Sheet to guide you in sending a message to your elected officials. RESULTS activists who show up in person with your letters will elicit courage and conviction in our DC decision makers on the need to lead on the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB, and Malaria. 
Why the Global Fund Now?

In April of this year the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria set an ambitious new goal, to save 10 million lives and prevent 140-180 million new infections during the years 2012-2016
. With new science that early antiretroviral treatment for HIV/ AIDS can virtually prevent the sexual transmission of the disease and the ability to eliminate transmission of HIV from mother to child, this is an achievable goal – but only if the Global Fund meets its funding targets at the upcoming replenishment meeting this fall. 
When donor governments gather at the Global Fund Fourth Replenishment, the goal will be to raise $15 billion to drive the implementation of the Global Fund strategy for saving 10 million lives. At the replenishment, the U.S. should pledge $5 billion over three years to keep the world on track for achieving this ambitious goal. Because every $1 the U.S. gives to the Global Fund leverages $2 from other donor nations, leadership from the U.S. and a bold U.S. pledge is critical. This will not be an easy lift given sequestration and budget battles in Washington. Your voice will make a difference.
Write a Letter to Your Members of Congress. Below is a sample letter in EPIC format.
Engage: Dear Senator (or Representative), Luwiza Makukula of Zambia visited the US earlier this year. She had one simple message, “Thank you for saving my life.” She was talking about the US investments in the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB, and Malaria. The Global Fund gives an estimated 100,000 people per month the chance at a full life—people like Luwiza.
Problem: But Luwiza is one of the lucky ones. Though the numbers are going down, there are still about 1.7 million people dying of AIDS each year, 1.4 million of TB, and 660,000 thousand of malaria. We’ve got these diseases on the run, but we are far from defeating them.
Inform About the Solution: The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB, and Malaria has been the most effective tool in the battle against these killer diseases. The Global Fund currently channels 82 percent of international funding for TB, 50 percent of malaria funding, and 21 percent of international funding to fight AIDS. Since its establishment in 2002, the Global has supported programs in 151 countries, providing AIDS treatment for 4.2 million people, anti-tuberculosis treatment for 9.7 million people, and 310 million insecticide-treated nets for the prevention of malaria. As a result, new AIDS infections are declining in countries most affected by the epidemic, more countries are in a position to eliminate malaria deaths, and the world is on course to cut TB deaths in half by 2015 as compared to 1990.
Call to Action: We must continue accelerate our progress on these diseases of poverty. The Global Fund will be holding its fourth replenishment conference later this year, and has estimated a need of $15 billion over 3 years (2014-16) to fulfill a plan to save 10 million lives and prevent 140-180 million new infections. U.S. leadership will be critical at the replenishment conference. Please speak and write to the President and other key officials in the Administration requesting that the U.S. make a three-year pledge totaling $5 billion. Please speak out on behalf of people like Luwiza, whose lives have been saved, and others who are waiting for a lifeline. I’m counting on you to fiercely represent me, and people around the world who need access to these life-saving interventions.
Background: We Can Defeat AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria 

Innovations in science and implementation now give us new tools and we have an effective model that works. What seemed impossible ten years ago – reversing HIV infection rates – is being achieved by partners working together. Going forward, we can defeat the diseases.
Where are We in the Fight Against These Diseases? 

· HIV/AIDS: AIDS has claimed the lives of over 30 million people over the past 30 years, with a majority of these deaths occurring in sub-Saharan Africa. According to UNAIDS, there are still 2.5 million new infections and 1.7 million lives claimed every year by AIDS around the world. An additional 7 million people are in need of treatment. But new science has shown we can now end the AIDS epidemic if we increase access to antiretroviral treatment and other prevention methods. In 2000, only 50,000 people were receiving antiretroviral (ARV) therapy in sub-Saharan Africa. By 2012, it was 3.2 million.
· Tuberculosis: TB is an airborne disease that disproportionately affects the poor and kills over 1.4 million people a year. Yet, the life-saving antibiotics to treat TB cost just $20 for a full course in a developing country. Tuberculosis treatment rates have shown steady improvements, and data suggests that the Millennium Development Goal will be reached for TB.  
· Malaria: While still a leading killer of children in sub-Saharan Africa, the distribution of hundreds of millions of insecticide-treated bed nets and other measures have cut malaria deaths by half in 11 African countries. In Ethiopia, the government trained 40,000 community health workers in the last five years and has deployed them in village health outposts across the country. This has resulted in a 50 percent reduction in malaria deaths, plus dramatic gains in other health outcomes such as immunization rates and treatment of pneumonia. The global mortality rate for malaria went down 26 percent between 2000 and 2010.
The Global Fund Offers Tremendous Value for Money

· The Global Fund’s new funding model is achieving more impact through enhanced partnerships, country ownership and focused interventions.

· The Global Fund consistently leverages additional funding by spurring domestic and private sector investment, and works in close partnership with all sectors to develop and support programs.

· The Global Fund is a learning institution, constantly gaining insight and knowledge. It leverages the data gained from ten years of successful programs to help guide countries towards the interventions that will produce the greatest value for money.
We are at a Critical Moment
Our gains will be lost if we do not move forward to defeat these diseases. We can’t stop now. We have a historic opportunity to completely control these diseases. If we do not, the long-term costs will be staggering. It is “invest now or pay forever.”   

· While TB mortality has decreased significantly since 2000, and treatment success rates continue to improve, multidrug-resistant TB remains a critical global threat.

· New scientific advances give us a chance to control these diseases. UNAIDS reports that in some of the countries which have the highest HIV prevalence in the world, rates of new HIV infections have been cut dramatically since 2001; by 73% in Malawi, 71% in Botswana, 68% in Namibia, 58% in Zambia, 50% in Zimbabwe and 41% in South Africa and Swaziland
· In spite of the impressive reductions in malaria deaths and cases worldwide, such progress remains fragile. For example, in countries where coverage of insecticide-treated nets has not been maintained and nets replaced, there has already been a rapid resurgence in malaria cases.  
· If we do not maintain momentum, infection rates will go back up, and our tools to control them will not be sufficient. A resurgence of these diseases would result in costs that would likely grow beyond any affordable range.

� The Global Fund Strategy 2012-2016: Investing for Impact: http://www.theglobalfund.org/documents/core/strategies/Core_GlobalFund_Strategy_en/





