	[image: image1.jpg]RESULTS

the power to end poverty




	 1101 15th Street NW

 Suite 1200
 Washington, DC 20005
	Phone (202) 783-7100

www.results.org
	Global Action 

December 2013


Write to Congress: Protect Foreign Aid Funding in 2014 and Beyond

“Smart power is the best power. It precedes the power you have to use with the military when all else fails. We should never let ourselves be an all-else-fails country. Smart power and the investment in foreign assistance is good for the United States of America, and it’s good for the future of my children and my grandchildren. In the years I’ve had the chance to travel I’ve seen…us bring hope where there was no hope, education where there was no education, and opportunity where there was no opportunity. We ought to make sure we are making investments in the people of the world, making investments in peace and security and democracy, and seeing to it that there is no hunger, seeing to it that there is more opportunity, seeing to it that there is clean water, that there is basic education for the people of the world.”
· Senator Johnny Isakson (R-GA) at the 2013 Innovations in Smart Power Conference
Senator Isakson says it well – smart investments in diplomacy and development lead to productive lives, global security, and healthy economies. The bad news is that U.S. investments in these efforts – the International Affairs Budget – have been cut by 19 percent since 2010, and more cuts could be on the way as Congress wrangles to come up with a 2014 budget deal that both parties can agree upon. Congress has until January 15, when the current Continuing Resolution expires, to come up with a budget for the rest of fiscal year (FY)  2014.

The good news is that, for the most part, the poverty-focused development programs in the International Affairs budget for which RESULTS advocates have been spared major cuts, though there have been reductions. The across-the-board cuts enacted through sequestration have caused reductions in bilateral TB (from $236 to $231 million), Maternal and Child Health (from $605 to $594 million), Basic Education ($800 to $767 million), and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (funded at $1.57 billion instead of the full $1.65 billion needed to fulfill our pledge). These cuts will slow our progress toward  ending AIDS, preventable child deaths, and extreme poverty by 2030.
Your voice is needed to protect poverty-focused foreign aid! Please write to your representative and senators and ask them to protect poverty-focused development assistance in the 2014 budget negotiations.
Sample Letter to Your Member of Congress

Instructions: Find your representative’s and senators’ addresses here: http://capwiz.com/results/dbq/officials/. For greater impact, also call their DC offices and ask to speak with the foreign affairs aide with the request.

	Engage
	There is no doubt that the U.S. must bring its spending and revenue more into balance. But budgets are moral documents that represent our values and priorities. Protecting and strengthing programs that provide a pathway out of poverty for the most vulnerable shoud be a priority during 2014 and 2015 budget negotiations.

	Problem
	The International Affairs account makes up just 1 percent of the U.S. budget, and poverty-focused programs within that account are about half of that amount. These investments provide life-saving assistance to millions of people in the developing world and bolster U.S. national security and economic prosperity. Yet since 2010 the International Affairs account has been cut by nearly 20 percent. Additional disproportionate cuts will put lives and futures of the poorest at risk, and reduce the economic and security benefits these investments yield.

	Inform about the solution
	Increasing and stengthening our investments in poverty-focused development and diplomacy will protect our nation from conflict and  assist in the development vibrant trading partners. It will also also allow individuals and families to survive and thrive. 

	Call to action!
	As Congress works to finalize the 2014 budget and looks ahead to 2015, I urge you to protect poverty-focused foreign aid programs in any proposed legislation that addresses the budget and to oppose deep and disproportionate cuts to the International Affairs budget. Please help us move closer to a world free of AIDS, preventable child deaths, and extreme poverty.


Poverty Focused Development Assistance: Why is it Critical? 

All U.S. foreign aid – including support for global health, basic education, and microfinance – is funded through the International Affairs account. In addition to core foreign assistance programs, the account supports the Peace Corps, efforts to fight climate change, overseas embassy and consular functions, contributions to multilateral organizations like UNICEF and the World Health Organization, and many other investments that facilitate United States’ engagement around the world. The International Affairs account represents about one percent of the overall U.S. budget, and the portion of the International Affairs account considered poverty-focused development assistance is about one-half.
Each year, U.S. foreign assistance allows millions of people around the world to live healthier and more stable lives:

· More than 3 million lives are saved every year through United States Agency for International Development (USAID)  immunization programs.
 
· Through the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), the U.S. Government has treated more than 50 million adults and children in 34 targeted countries with Antiretroviral Therapy, HIV/AIDs testing, counseling, and other services over the years.

· In USAID supported countries, the death and prevalence rates from TB have decreased 29 percent and 13 percent respectively since 1990.

· Nutrition is the lynchpin between the United States’ Feed the Future (FTF) Initiative and the Global Health Initiative (GHI). These initiatives helped reduce the percentage of underweight children under five years of age in 17 targeted countries from 27 percent in FY 2009 to 25 percent in FY 2012.

· Through significant U.S. investment in the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB, and Malaria, the Global Fund has put 5.3 million people on ARVs, tested and treated 11 million people for TB, and distributed 340 million insecticide treated bednets, saving 100,000 lives, on average, each month.
· Through investments in education, USAID is working to improve reading skills of 100 million children in primary school and increase access to education for 15 million out-of-school children in crisis and conflict environments.
· By investing in the Global Partnership for Education (GPE), the U.S. is  extendeding its reach even farther to nearly three-quarters of the world’s out-of-school children that live in GPE member countries, assisting countries to develop the national education systems needed for sustainable, long-term development.
· U.S. microfinance programs provided approximately 3 million people with the financial means to start or grow a business and lift themselves out of poverty in 2011. 

The International Affairs budget and poverty-focused development assistance also contributes to U.S. economic growth and boosts our national security:

· U.S. exports to developing countries have grown six times faster than exports to major economies, making developing nations the future of U.S. trade.

· Developing nations purchase fifty percent of U.S. exports.

· For every five percent decline in income growth in a developing country, the likelihood of violent conflict or war within the next year increases by 10 percent.

What is the Happening Now? 

Congress will be focusing on creating a 2014 budget deal during December and January. We must not allow deficit reduction and budget cutting to occur at the expense of the world’s poorest people. Even relatively small amounts of money cut from poverty-focused programs will take a big toll given that it take so little to put a person on ARVs, provide  microfinance services, test and treat someone for TB, put a child in school, provide a baby with a life-saving vaccination, or provide a bit of prenatal care for a mother. And cuts to these programs will do little to reduce the deficit. Consider that the $24 billion estimated cost of the two-week governement shutdown is more than we invest in all poverty-focused development programs in a full year. 
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