
March 13, 2026

The Honorable Mario Diaz-Balart                             
Chairman 
Subcommittee on National Security,                         
Department of State, and Related Programs
HT-2 The Capitol
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Lois Frankel 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on National Security, 
Department of State, and Related Programs             
HT-2 The Capitol
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Diaz-Balart and Ranking Member Frankel:

Thank you for your continued bipartisan commitment to fighting poverty and improving education for children in need 
around the world by including $737.6 million for the Nita M. Lowey Basic Education Fund in the House-passed FY2026 
National Security, Department of State, and Related Programs (NSRP) bill, and $691.5 million for the account in the final 
version of the bill. This funding would support the statutory requirements outlined in the bipartisan Reinforcing Education
Accountability in Development (READ) Act of 2017 (Division A, Public Law 115–56) and the bipartisan READ Act 
Reauthorization of 2024 (Sect. 7812 of Public Law 118-159).

Recognizing that international basic education programs are an effective form of American diplomacy and an important 
soft power tool, we are writing to urge you to provide $970 million for the Nita M. Lowey Basic Education Fund in the 
FY2027 NSRP bill, including $121.6 million for the Global Partnership for Education (GPE), and $30.4 million for 
Education Cannot Wait (ECW).

Strengthening Diplomacy: U.S. leadership in global education is an effective instrument of American statecraft. 
Education programs align current and future generations with American values, strengthen bilateral relationships, and 
grow new trade partners. By leading education programs, we deny China and other adversaries footholds into low- and 
middle-income countries, particularly those in strategic geopolitical regions and those with access to critical minerals. 
Educational opportunities in the Western Hemisphere can encourage young people to build their lives at home instead of 
attempting to immigrate to the U.S.

Increasing Security and Global Stability: Research shows that increasing access to education makes us safer by 
reducing political violence and conflict. Doubling the percentage of youth with secondary education can cut the risk of 
conflict in half, and secondary education can reduce the likelihood of young people supporting political violence by 48%. 

Growing Trading Partners: Education programs pave the way for GDP growth, creating markets for U.S. exports and 
building strong trade partners. For every additional year of schooling, hourly wages in adulthood increase by 9%. 

U.S. leadership in education should be coupled with support for initiatives such as the Global Partnership for Education 
(GPE) and Education Cannot Wait (ECW). These programs leverage additional resources and support local engagement. 
GPE is a public-private partnership that supports more than 90 lower-income partner countries to develop their own 
pathways to transform their education systems.  ECW, the global fund for education in emergencies and protracted crises, 
provides refugees, internally displaced persons, and other affected populations with comprehensive and context-specific 
assistance to access learning opportunities. 

It is a critical time to invest in international education: an estimated 278  million children risk being  out of school 
globally by the end of 2026. One in six children live in areas affected by conflict, and nearly half of all refugee children 
were out of school in 2024. Providing educational opportunities for these children and youth will provide a pathway for 
them to respect and admire the U.S. and its values, avoid political conflicts, and support their countries’ trade partnership 
with America.

https://www.congress.gov/118/plaws/publ159/PLAW-118publ159.pdf
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-115publ56/pdf/PLAW-115publ56.pdf__;!!Fr0YZsIsFWxTZsBm-qTAg68!igMAa3vp0plaZRDAZWYluuyvTSmLyIY8gmR-pAKKZ27TcZu6UlhHleKf2TOejU6xvhEbr_oXbH2XZ_JDvMdSjCtr6Y7OwPsFYC58rYc696w$


To create a world where American children can be safe and prosperous, we must preserve and support international basic 
education programs by providing $970 million for the Nita M. Lowey Basic Education Fund, including $121.6 million for
GPE and $30.4 million for ECW in the fiscal year 2027 National Security, Department of State, and Related Programs 
appropriations bill. We greatly appreciate your consideration of our request.

 

Sincerely,

Mike Quigley
Member of Congress

Brian K. Fitzpatrick
Member of Congress

Terri A. Sewell
Member of Congress

Jan Schakowsky
Member of Congress

Brendan F. Boyle
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Sydney Kamlager-Dove
Member of Congress

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress

Stephen F. Lynch
Member of Congress

Gwen S. Moore
Member of Congress

John B. Larson
Member of Congress
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William R. Keating
Member of Congress

Johnny Olszewski, Jr.
Member of Congress

Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

Suzan K. DelBene
Member of Congress

Chrissy Houlahan
Member of Congress

Jim Himes
Member of Congress

Dwight Evans
Member of Congress

Marilyn Strickland
Member of Congress

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress

Nikki Budzinski
Member of Congress

Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

Kevin Mullin
Member of Congress

Bill Foster
Member of Congress

Raul Ruiz, M.D. 
Member of Congress
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Kim Schrier, M.D.
Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Lloyd Doggett
Member of Congress

Darren Soto
Member of Congress

Donald S. Beyer Jr.
Member of Congress

Ilhan Omar
Member of Congress

George Latimer
Member of Congress

James R. Walkinshaw
Member of Congress

Sharice L. Davids
Member of Congress

Julie Johnson
Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Deborah K. Ross
Member of Congress

Marc A. Veasey
Member of Congress

Frank Pallone, Jr.
Member of Congress
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Herbert C. Conaway, Jr.
Member of Congress

Becca Balint
Member of Congress

Jamie Raskin
Member of Congress

Aumua Amata Coleman 
Radewagen
Member of Congress

Yassamin Ansari
Member of Congress

Dina Titus
Member of Congress

Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

George Whitesides
Member of Congress

Judy Chu
Member of Congress

Joe Courtney
Member of Congress

Summer L. Lee
Member of Congress

Emanuel Cleaver, II
Member of Congress

Lizzie Fletcher
Member of Congress

Jason Crow
Member of Congress
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Gabe Amo
Member of Congress

Maxine Waters
Member of Congress

Maxine Dexter
Member of Congress

Suzanne Bonamici
Member of Congress

Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress

Rick Larsen
Member of Congress

Chris Deluzio
Member of Congress

Stacey E. Plaskett
Member of Congress

Juan Vargas
Member of Congress

María Elvira Salazar
Member of Congress

Adam Smith
Member of Congress

Jennifer L. McClellan
Member of Congress

Shri Thanedar
Member of Congress

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress
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Scott H. Peters
Member of Congress

Haley M. Stevens
Member of Congress

Diana DeGette
Member of Congress

Jimmy Panetta
Member of Congress

Jill Tokuda
Member of Congress

Robin L. Kelly
Member of Congress

Jasmine Crockett
Member of Congress

Cleo Fields
Member of Congress

Sarah Elfreth
Member of Congress

Jahana Hayes
Member of Congress

Troy A. Carter, Sr.
Member of Congress

LaMonica McIver
Member of Congress

Josh Gottheimer
Member of Congress

Ami Bera, M.D.
Member of Congress
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Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress

Sean Casten
Member of Congress

Sarah McBride
Member of Congress

Lori Trahan
Member of Congress

Lucy McBath
Member of Congress

Chris Pappas
Member of Congress

David Scott
Member of Congress

Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

Gabe Vasquez
Member of Congress

Jared Moskowitz
Member of Congress

Joyce Beatty
Member of Congress

Greg Stanton
Member of Congress

Sylvia R. Garcia
Member of Congress

Ritchie Torres
Member of Congress
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Kelly Morrison
Member of Congress

André Carson
Member of Congress

Pablo José Hernández
Member of Congress

Jesús G. "Chuy" García
Member of Congress

Michael T. McCaul
Member of Congress

Derek T. Tran
Member of Congress

Mike Thompson
Member of Congress

Lateefah Simon
Member of Congress

Seth Magaziner
Member of Congress

Maggie Goodlander
Member of Congress

Jerrold Nadler
Member of Congress

Robert C. "Bobby" Scott
Member of Congress

Robert J. Menendez
Member of Congress

Shomari Figures
Member of Congress
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