Invitation to Join World Bank President Jim Kim for a Congressional Meeting on Global Health and Poverty

***Meeting August 1, 8:30am-9:30am, Room H-137 in the U.S. Capitol ***

Dear Colleague:

As co-chairs of the Congressional Caucus on Effective Foreign Assistance and the Global Health Caucus, we are pleased to invite you to a Congressional meeting with the President of the World Bank, Dr. Jim Yong Kim, on Thursday, August 1, 2013 at 8:30am  in room H-137 in the Capitol to discuss the World Bank’s role in international development, and hear from Dr. Kim about  the World Bank’s new goals to end extreme poverty within a generation.

This meeting provides an excellent opportunity to hear from Dr. Kim about his vision for the World Bank and the specific goals proposed to guide the World Bank’s strategy. 

As a physician and anthropologist, Dr. Kim has dedicated himself to international development for more than two decades, helping to improve the lives of under-served populations worldwide. As co-founder of Partners In Health (PIH), a renowned international non-governmental organization, Dr. Kim worked to bring the benefits of modern medical science to those most in need in some of the most rural and hardest to reach places. After PIH, he served as the director of the HIV/AIDS Department at the World Health Organization (WHO) where he led the ambitious “3x5 initiative” that was designed to put three million people in developing countries on AIDS treatment by the end of 2005. Most recently, Dr. Kim comes to the World Bank after serving as President at Dartmouth College.

In a recent speech at Georgetown University, Dr. Kim called for the international community to join the World Bank’s goal to decrease the number of people living on less than $1.25 a day from 1.2 billion people to just 3% of the population by 2030. In doing so, Dr. Kim aims to improve the lives of the most vulnerable people living in developing countries. He said, 

We are at an auspicious moment in history, when the successes of past decades and an increasingly favorable economic outlook combine to give developing countries a chance – for the first time ever – to end extreme poverty within a generation. Our duty now must be to ensure that these favorable circumstances are matched with clarity of purpose and resolute action to realize this historic opportunity.

Please join us for a bipartisan discussion about issues of sustainable international development, increasing global health and well-being, and accessing poverty reduction services such as educational opportunities and financial services for the poor.

If you need further information or to RSVP, please contact Rebecca Nathanson in Rep. Adam Smith’s office at 202-225-8901 (email: rebecca.nathanson@mail.house.gov) or contact John Ariale in Rep. Ander Crenshaw’s office at 202 -225- 2501 (email: john.ariale@mail.house.gov). 

Sincerely,

Rep. Ander Crenshaw
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Rep. Dave Reichert 




Rep. Betty McCollum

Member of Congress




Member of Congress

Dr. Jim Yong Kim, World Bank President

Jim Yong Kim, M.D., Ph.D., became the 12th President of the World Bank Group on July 1, 2012.

A physician and anthropologist, Dr. Kim has dedicated himself to international development for more than two decades, helping to improve the lives of under-served populations worldwide. Dr. Kim comes to the Bank after serving as President of Dartmouth College, a pre-eminent center of higher education that consistently ranks among the top academic institutions in the United States. Dr. Kim is a co-founder of Partners In Health (PIH) and a former director of the HIV/AIDS Department at the World Health Organization (WHO).  

As President of Dartmouth – an institution that comprises a liberal arts college and professional schools of medicine, engineering and business, as well as 19 graduate programs in the arts and sciences, a staff and faculty of 3,300, and a budget of $700 million – Dr. Kim earned praise for reducing a financial deficit without cutting any academic programs. Dr. Kim also founded the Dartmouth Center for Health Care Delivery Science, a multidisciplinary institute dedicated to developing new models of health care delivery and achieving better health outcomes at lower costs.

Before assuming the Dartmouth presidency, Dr. Kim held professorships and chaired departments at Harvard Medical School, the Harvard School of Public Health and Brigham and Women’s Hospital, Boston. He also served as director of Harvard’s François-Xavier Bagnoud Center for Health and Human Rights.

In 1987, Dr. Kim co-founded Partners In Health, a Boston-based non-profit organization now working in poor communities on 4 continents. Challenging previous conventional wisdom that drug-resistant tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS could not be treated in developing countries, PIH successfully tackled these diseases by integrating large-scale treatment programs into community-based primary care.

As Director of the World Health Organization’s HIV/AIDS Department, Dr. Kim led the ‘3 by 5’ initiative, the first-ever global goal for AIDS treatment, which sought to treat 3 million new HIV/AIDS patients in developing countries with antiretroviral drugs by 2005. Launched in September 2003, the ambitious program ultimately reached its goal by 2007.

Dr. Kim’s work has earned him wide recognition. He was awarded a MacArthur “Genius” Fellowship (2003), was named one of America’s “25 Best Leaders” by U.S. News & World Report (2005), and was selected as one of TIME magazine’s “100 Most Influential People in the World” (2006).

Born in 1959 in Seoul, South Korea, Dr. Kim moved with his family to the United States at the age of five and grew up in Muscatine, Iowa. Dr. Kim graduated with an A.B. magna cum laude from Brown University in 1982. He earned an M.D. from Harvard Medical School in 1991 and a Ph.D. in anthropology from Harvard University in 1993.

He is married to Dr. Younsook Lim, a pediatrician. The couple has two young sons. 

