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Dr. Joanne Carter, discussing the 2016 International Conference: We have some fantastic speakers.  The writer of Mountains Beyond Mountains, Paul [Farmer] is excited to join us for quality health care to everyone.  We have confirmed Ann Hastings, founder of a microfinance program that focused on reaching the poorest.  She now has ultra-poor graduation programs to move them up to access financial services.  She will be joined by the Bangladesh committee.  

Keith Hansen from the World Bank, [Dr.] Mark Dybell, broadcaster Tavis Smiley, Barbara Ehrenreich, many allies.  More to come in the next weeks.  These are great reasons to go to the conference as we plan the next steps.  The biggest reason for me is because it is a crucial moment that will determine the next decade in health, nutrition, and ending poverty.  This includes global action on nutrition.  

The replenishment we have talked about, the refunding for the next three years of the global fund.  US leadership is crucial for these movements.  As Mark Dybul said in February, everyone talks about tipping points.  We decide if it moves forward or we lose control.  The work has never been more important.  Without this work, there is nothing we can do to lift up societies.  That is true for TB and AIDS, and our work on nutrition.  

You will hear why nutrition is important for economic and social development, and how to shift that.  We have ambitious target funding.  There are big challenges but new opportunities.  We will hear from Lucy, in the last few days the president of the World Bank gave a speech that was a precursor.  He called not for reducing, but eliminating stunting.  This is a consequence of malnutrition.  Lawrence Haddad has said it is a grizzly composite indicator of deprivation.  He said it should be the indispensable partner to global poverty for today and tomorrow.  

I am honored to introduce Lucy Sullivan, the founder and director of 1,000 days.  She is a passionate advocate of nutrition for women and kids.  She is important for advocacy partners to make nutrition a priority.  RESULTS has worked around the 2013 summit and many other strategies.  Lucy worked at a consulting firm on issues of strategy and philanthropy.  

She has worked in senior roles in marketing and branding.  She drives the end of hunger and the nutrition issues for women and kids.  I know you are aware of grassroots, but for a second I wanted to tell a story to introduce it to you.  

We have worked on the reach every mother and child act.  Our grassroots have brought great cosponsors, and 95% or more of the 250 media pieces.  Folks have worked hard with Orrin Hatch but have had a hard time getting a face to face meeting.  His attention has been elsewhere.  Last fall they had an opportunity for a face to face meeting with Senator Hatch.  He made no commitments.  Several folks went to a town hall and asked him in a public meeting.  He said that he would.  They followed up with the foreign policy aide, and he co-sponsored.  Had they not persisted, the senator may not have taken that action.  

It is wonderful to have Lucy on the call.  I would love to hear the impact of nutrition and undernutrition.  The opportunities we have, and a little.  

Lucy Sullivan of 1000 Days: Thank you, it is great to hear there and hear the power of your noisy, persistent people who are passionate about an issue.  It is a privilege to address this group.  I am greatly [thankful] for RESULTS’ leadership.  Nutrition was long neglected.  It is a problem that people felt had no progress, and we would have to live with it.  In 2008 there was a study in the lancet that identified a critical window of opportunity to get it right.  Action in nutrition had huge ramifications for child development and health and well-being of societies.  The Lancet called that the -9 opportunity plan, where nutrition action was critically needed.  We branded that window the first 1000 days.  Pregnancy to second birthday.  It is within that window where certain actions to ensure moms and children have nutrition has a long-term impact on brain development, immune system, and their vital organs develop.  Ensuring that children have the right nutrition and mothers is critical and foundational.  Since that study came out several years ago there has been a movement, the movement was launched.  This works with 80 partners around the world.  

The stars are aligning around the conference.  Nutrition is a unique issue area where there is not a global fund, not a replenishment.  We anticipate some sort of summit or kickoff that will call on world leaders to invest more in nutrition.  We have worked with many partners at the World Bank and others to look at what it will take to reach the global nutrition targets for stunting, wasting, to increase breast feeding, and anemia in women.  

We are going to make the case that the time is now, and the investment is modest compared to impact in meeting these targets and saving lives.  It has been interesting to work on this project because there is so much that needs to happen, but the relative impact of investment is enormous.  Breastfeeding, if we have more babies and ability to breastfed, a new study noted that 820,000 children's lives could be saved if more mothers had support to breastfed longer.  87% of those are infants and newborns.  We know from child survival that progress has been made, but we need that in the youngest children.  Breastfeeding is a great place to start.  It is not only a lifesaving intervention, it is tremendous around the development of children.  It is a powerful investment in children and mothers.  

The other area that is new in looking at the investment framework towards Rio is maternal anemia, women's anemia.  Half a billion women are anemic, they don't have the energy to do their work, more susceptible to dying in childbirth because it contributes to hemorrhaging.  Donors only spend 94 million per year on a condition for half a billion women.  

Rio.  As we look at this nutrition for growth summit, the government of Brazil has agreed to host alongside the Olympics.  I am sure you have tracked the government and Zika, but the government is still committed to holding this summit for investment in action and nutrition, using the Olympics to highlight that.  

We have called on president Obama to make a gold medal pledge in Rio.  We mobilized 80 current Olympic champions, and are excited to have them sign on calling for greater US nutrition.  We have great champions in congress thanks to your advocacy work.  I think this year has the potential to be the turning point.  Where we can have leaders commit to the targets and commit financial and political capital.  

My head and my heart really keep me in this fight.  

Joanne: Thank you.  Those numbers around stunting and anemia, and what it would take to tackle that, I think we have the capacity to do it.  We just have to make it the priority.  I want to invite people to offer questions in the chat window.  I have a question from Heidi Brooks in Albuquerque, what would it take to ensure proper nutrition?  

Lucy: It starts with making sure the women and girls are well nourished and healthy.  Those are the future mothers.  We make sure they enter pregnancy ready to have a baby.  That they get good prenatal care.  Prenatal vitamins.  Mothers need their iron levels to get up.  Clean water, hygiene are important.  There is a package to bring forward.  I think the big eye openers for development was starting early, before pregnancy and the 1000 days of foundation.  

Joanne: What are the mechanisms this goes through?  

Lucy: Yes, the US government funding goes primarily through USAID.  There is a compact, a bilateral agreement with Indonesia, one of the highest numbers.  There is no global fund for nutrition.  It is primarily bilateral, but there are interesting things.  I am sure Joanne has talked about the facility, the power of nutrition.  It is not just US donors, the countries also need to invest and have advocacy.  

Joanne: One around anemia, is there an estimate of cost?  We have talked about maternal and child health, making the link to nutrition, ways to link those.  

Lucy: On anemia, for all women, fortified food with iron.  In many parts of the world that still isn't happening.  Making sure women are consuming iron rich foods.  Women often eat last and least.  Malaria prevention is very important to maintain health.  Hopefully the cycle continues.  It is interesting to get deeper into the data around the lives that can be saved.  The US government wants to end preventable deaths.  Those numbers are extraordinary.  Same with maternal deaths.  If they have the iron they need.  Also calcium and preeclampsia, making sure women are well nourished is a way to prevent deaths.  There are many partners and we are grateful for the advocacy work to push that ahead.  

Joanne: One other question.  Anything on the formula companies, and breastfeeding?  Maybe also to talk about breastfeeding for reducing stunting?  

Lucy: The formula industry has its sights set on middle income countries with high rates of stunting.  We know it is important to breastfed as long as possible for their health and the health of their baby.  

Joanne: Can you reiterate about stunting?  

Lucy: A main driver of stunting is when a child is losing nutrients through disease.  With continued breastfeeding after six months are a year or two, breastfeeding has a protective effect.  It is not only a food with nutrients, but also has a vaccine in a way to give antibodies from the mother.  There is a link between breastfeeding and healthier immune systems.  

Joanne: I think we could go another hour.  I will turn over to John Fawcett for a further intro on our work in this space.  I want to share some sad news, you may have seen the note.  Our guest from last month's conference call, Nora Rodriguez, died unexpectedly at the end of March.  As you heard, she used her experience and the difficulty and stigma to end TB.  She was a dedicated fourth grade teacher who had to step back, but never gave up the hope of returning to treatment.  Even under treatment she met with Congress.  I think you had a view of how she was.  She leaves a devastated family.  I wanted you to know how real these things are.  

John Fawcett: I will talk about the nutrition campaign, and appropriations.  We will round up the fiscal year work.  We spent a lot of time on appropriations.  We asked them to sign letters on our issue, etc.  A few years ago we wanted to make sure we were doing this well and with multiple impacts.  We work more intentionally and earlier with congressional offices to give you more time on a sign on letter.  Much more systematically tracking signing, whether previous were on this year, tracking republicans to build over time.  

This year we had 125 signers.  That is a 28% increase.  This was a critical year given the replenishment.  Bilateral tuberculosis funding, where the administration has proposed 20% cuts to that line.  We had to rally to reverse that cut.  A number of years back we had just 30 signers, this year we have 71.  That is 137% increase.  Similar story on basic education and global partnership.  Record number overall and with republicans, 40% increase since 2014.  One of the most dramatic changes is in working with congress over time to gain supporters.  We had 146 members of the house sign that letter.  More republicans than ever.  156% increase over FY 14.  A great tangible acknowledgement for the work you have done.  We won't know funding levels until later, but this is important input.  Let me talk about nutrition.  Joanne noted a speech last week saying [reading.]  

You are that movement to end childhood stunting.  We have opportunities to keep up the work.  Here are some things happening now, or coming soon.  Lucy talked about a moment in the summer Olympics.  There is a political and health crisis in Brazil, and we believe it will be a high level opportunity to make pledges and improve policy.  We ask the government to double to about 500 million.  

We work on a bipartisan resolution.  This will be important to build that cadre of support.  It will be bipartisan, we have versions in the senate and the house.  A couple other resources this week will be a nutrition outreach guide in your community, timed around mother's day and an editorial packet to guide you in that process.  I want to talk about something different- combining or paralleling advocacy around nutrition and our fundraising.  We will launch a road to Rio fundraising campaign.  As we gear up advocacy and the Olympics, we will start a race for child and maternal malnutrition.  You can join the 5,000 mile challenge, the distance from DC to Rio.  We ask people to pledge to walk, roll, run 5,000 miles by June 26th at the conference.  Asking for donations along the way.  We do this with the sister organizations in the UK and Canada.  We will pass the baton to Canada, even though it is the wrong direction.  Now I will pass over to Ken.  

Ken Patterson: Happy Saturday.  Let's dive in.  I have a lot of information to share, but I will ask you to look at slides and weekly update because I want to interact.  The international conference is coming up.  It is an important tactic in advancing the end of poverty.  We come to grow the organization, and move our issues forward in a substantial way.  2016 is the first year of the SDGs.  These are focused on ending hunger, extreme poverty, getting some of the work done on many issues results has worked on.  These goals are not in front of us but for child survival, things from the past.  Through that progress we have come to a point where the world sees a path to ending poverty and some of these issues.  The world knows that humanity can achieve a lot with the will to do so.  We are in the middle of the story.  We have success and momentum, but the goals are audacious.  It will take all of who we are to achieve these goals.  We brought a lot of people into 2030.  Why the 2016 conference is important because of this work, the first year of the SDGs.  To achieve these goals, the status quo won't do.  We can continue to write the story of the end of poverty.  We can't wait until 2017 or 2018.  We need to drive fast and hard into 2030 to get the job done.  Why should people come to the conference?  

Peter: what astounded me is I got to meet Jim Kim, Jeffry Sax, Joanne Carter, people who transform the world.  I am part of that family.  My actions correlate to that family of actors.  

Ken: That is a great reason.  Anyone else?  

Ann:  I think going to IC is like going to exercise class.  When you say you will lose weight, if you just say that it will fall flat on its face.  If you join a gym and do it, you will be inspired by the others and their camaraderie and will be inspired by results.  You will have meetings on the hill.  You will not put them off.  You will have a meeting then.  Once you do, you will feel great.  

Elaine:  I have been to a few conferences, and one of the real exciting things is having a great vision and knowing we can accomplish it.  You believe it when they talk.  

Lynne:  The first ten years I never went to the conference.  I did California regional.  It is easy to think that it won't be missed.  It won't matter if you skip.  Like Ann said about exercise.  When you go to the IC, you have a community.  It feels like a drop of water in a tidal wave of change.  You can't see that in the desert.  I haven't missed since ‘95. 

David from Houston:  I have been in since ‘99, and have been to every conference but one.  It keeps me energized.  

Female Speaker: I nearly didn't come last year because it takes a while.  For me it is important to develop the relationships you can with the aides.  It allows things to happen.  You can do more with those relationships.  I am not even considering not coming.  There are partial scholarships for those having a tough time.  Don't let that put you off, we will help the best we can.  There is a real change fellowship, a great way for younger people to get a scholarship to be there.  

Ken: I have a couple people, one from Denver and Alison for the laser talks.  They will do a role play of a conversation based on inviting people to the International Conference.  I will ask Allison and Alaina to demonstrate.  

Alaina: I volunteer with RESULTS. They have a conference coming up.  I was wondering if you might want to attend.  I went last year and wouldn't miss it.  It might be a highlight of the summer.  Have you heard about it?  

Allison: I have from you.  It is hard to think about the summer; it gets busy.  

Alaina: There will be fantastic anti-poverty leaders speaking there.  They give in-depth information for sustainable solutions to skill build.  You meet other advocates from around the world.  I met with Congress [about] the Reach Act.  

Allison: It is a great list of speakers. How much does it cost? 

Allison: Registration is 125 until the end of the month, then up by 50 dollars.  

Allison: That is not bad.  It sounds amazing.  I am worried about not going, please send more information.  

Ken: Great, we have a sample in the PowerPoint.  Think about why you go to the conference.  It is where people understand the power of the organization and what it is.  Offering that opportunity is conversion for a lot of people.  Encourage people to come this summer.  We will finish up now.  There is a lot of good info.  I sent a sample agenda you can use.  Please type in your group name, and send that information to Lisa Marchal so we have a tally.  Your lines are unmuted, say good bye!  

[End of meeting]



