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2026 Global Poverty Laser Talk
Please invest in global Maternal and Child Health, global Nutrition, and Gavi in the FY27 budget 

	Engage: We’ve made incredible progress on protecting children from deadly infectious diseases and ensuring safer pregnancies and births. But for the first time this century, the number of children dying before their fifth birthday has risen.
Problem:  One in five children still do not have access to lifesaving vaccines. Over two thirds of non-pregnant women of reproductive age and half of preschool aged children are deficient in at least one micronutrient. Undernutrition is the underlying cause of nearly half  of all deaths among children under five. Almost 5 million young children died in 2025, and 300,000 women die annually of preventable causes related to pregnancy and childbirth.
Inform: Congress can play a key role by continuing U.S. support for maternal and child health programs. Since 2000, there has been a 55 percent decrease in under-five child mortality and a 42 percent decline in maternal mortality across countries prioritized for investment.  Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, has helped vaccinate over 1.2 billion children, preventing more than 20.6 million deaths.
Call to Action: Will you urge appropriators to include $1.15 billion for global Maternal and Child Health, including $340 million for Gavi, in Fiscal Year 2027 (FY27)? Will you also urge them to include $300 million for global Nutrition programs in FY27?
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