Enough is enough: Fund programs that keep
Americans out of poverty

\

(Please adequately fund vital anti-poverty programs. In the fiscal year 2026
budget, please enact robust funding for basic needs programs. These include funds
that help Americans with their housing, health care, and access to education. Uphold
congressional power of the purse. Reject a year-long continuing resolution and any

new rescission requests.

Congress passed the "One Big Beautiful Bill" Act (OBBBA) in July, severing lifelines of
support for millions. Many will lose access to food assistance and health care. This comes
at a time when many struggle with the high costs of living. Here are some of the coming
dangers:
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requirements.

¢ Nineteen million children will be excluded from the full Child Tax Credit. This is
only because their parents aren’t paid higher wages.

Also in July, Congress already approved a rescissions package. These rescissions clawed
back approved funding for programs that effectively address disasters and disease.
Congress must not let go of its spending powers. Don't let the administration override the
will of the people.
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https://povertycenter.columbia.edu/sites/povertycenter.columbia.edu/files/content/Publications/Children-Left-Behind-OBBBA-Child-Tax-Credit-CPSP-2025.pdf
https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/by-the-numbers-harmful-republican-megabill-will-take-health-coverage-away-from
https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/by-the-numbers-harmful-republican-megabill-will-take-health-coverage-away-from

Reckless budget cuts endanger Americans and put
democracy at risk

In late August, the White House requested another rescissions to Congress. This time, the
administration demanded to cancel $4.9 billion in approved funding. This cannot continue.
This should not be the norm. A bipartisan agreement in Congress allocated these funds last
March. Backtracking now would betray these commitments made to the American people.
It would also harm the constituents and communities that Congress serves. OBBBA and the
first rescissions will already increase suffering for everyday people.

It is crucial that Congress act in the best interest of the American people. Essential anti-
poverty programs must receive full funding in the FY2026 budget. These programs include
Housing Choice Vouchers, Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants,
and Children (WIC), and public education. Failing to do so will only deepen hardship and
drive millions further into poverty. Congress must reject a year-long continuing resolution
(CR) or additional rescissions.

These actions would also undermine the credibility of lawmakers and congressional power.
Ayear-long CR or new rescissions allow the President to continue unilaterally withholding
funds. Congress’ constitutional power over spending will erode. The budget will be further
politicized, damaging public trust in our government. If the people cannot trust lawmakers
to honor their commitments, that is a threat to democracy.

This issue transcends political parties. It's about standing firm on principles. It's about
honoring promises made and upholding public trust in government. If that trust is broken,
the very foundation of our democracy suffers. Congress can get us out of this
constitutional crisis.

As we near the start of the new fiscal year, please urge House and Senate leaders to
enact a bipartisan budget. That budget must adequately fund housing, nutrition, and
education programs. It's time for Congress to put the economic well-being of all
Americans first.
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