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It's all yours Joanne. 

Thanks, Jos, everyone and thank you for joining us today for our October RESULTS National Webinar. 

DR JOANNE CARTER: 
I'm Joanne Carter, Executive Director of RESULTS. 

First I want to take a moment to express our support to fiercely committed RESULTS advocate Randy Rosso, Randy I am so glad you are actually on the webinar today. I know you're facing a major health challenge and I am so moved that your heart and your mind on the work to end poverty. We send you lots of love and healing. 

As we start this webinar, I feel a need to acknowledge the spike in political violence over the last few months. As a network committed to using the political system to protect and enhance lives and communities to drive an end to poverty and the oppression that holds it in place, this violence has been both tragic and frightening. And the tragedy is compounded when it is used to further divide us, and as an excuse to go after believed political enemies. I think our nonpartisan work across the board goes Bactrim as constituents is never been more important. And we will continue to advocate for what we believe is right. 

But I also want to acknowledge that for communities and identities actively targeted by the administration, that advocacy and even every day life can feel precarious. And I say we stand ready to support you, and stand together as a RESULTS community so that we can stay safe and stand strong in the movement to end poverty. 

We are going to talk more in detail in the webinar about the government shutdown. And even as many Members of Congress are pushing for action to protect and restore critical healthcare for millions of people, we know that the shutdown itself brings more uncertainty in an already difficult time. And we are monitoring the potential impacts on key programs like WIC, SNAP and others. And again shut down impacts will touch many, but we know they disproportionally impact so surviving poverty. 

You are also going to hear more in the webinar about how even when so much harm is being done, your work is making a difference in generating change. But I just wanted to take a moment to share and a very specific way about how you are also generating hope. 

We've talked previously about honestly the miracle that she pulled off this summer to have a House Appropriations Committee stand strong and reject the president's proposed massive cuts to global health and education for the budget for next year. Against the odds. But most people don't know about that. 

Last week I was in New York City at the UN General assembly, and I literally carried one piece of paper, I have it wrinkled down, with me the whole week. It was a copy of the chart showing how the administration had proposed either slashing or zeroing out global health, nutrition, education, Delta House ignored the White House and fully funded those programs. Again, for next year. 

I showed it to ministers of health from Africa, to representatives from other donor governments, to media folks, to fellow advocates from around the world. I told him how you worked with Congress to build and reaffirm that bipartisan support for these lifesaving programs, and honestly folks, folks jaws dropped. That evidence, I saw it in people's faces. It rekindled some hope. In summary of the people I talked to told me to tell you thank you. To tell you they are fighting right beside us, often in the front lines, for solidarity. I just wanted to share that with all of you. 

I want to end by celebrating two big milestones for flagship programs, the Expert on Poverty, and the organizing and advocacy fellowship. 

This year is the 10 year anniversary of her Experts on Poverty or EOP program. It was so powerful last month to have EOP leaders come together in DC and go to Capitol Hill. The EOP program is one of the most critical ways we live into our values, centering lived experience of poverty as the most important form of expertise on how to solve it. And these volunteer leaders all have first-hand experience with surviving poverty in the US, and bring that knowledge to shaping policy, also countering harmful narratives. They went on the hill and lobbied with their families at their sides. They took media interviews with influential outlets like CBS News and The Washington Post. And I am so grateful for the work, and both the ongoing legacy and future of EOP leadership. 

The other milestone is the upcoming graduation of our 2025 Fellowship class. So a huge shadow to the graduates in their local groups. The fellows are powerful movements -- voices in the movement and poverty, only tomorrow but right now. Fellows also came to Washington DC this summer and spoke to lots of (Audio Issues) about our US and global priorities. The fellowship is such an important leadership pipeline for RESULTS and also for the world. So many alums continue to be critical leaders and our RESULTS network as you know, they serve on the board and have become leaders and policy, advocacy and other life-changing work in the US and globally. So I'm honored to have one of those alum leaders here today as our special guest. And I feel very fortunate to know Freedom Richardson, he is a graduate of the Fellowship program and brings an amazing wealth of experience and knowledge to Capitol Hill where he is now worked for four different Members of Congress. 

I will now turn it over to my colleague Errolyn Gray to properly introduce him, and thank you so much and over to you Errolyn. 

ERROLYN GRAY: 
Thank you Joanne, and good afternoon everybody. If I haven't had the pleasure of meeting you get, my name is Errolyn Gray and I am on our New Advocate Engagement Team. And I am pleased to be able to introduce our speaker for today, Freedom Richardson. 

Freedom Fox Richardson is a proud son of New Orleans whose journey into public service shaped not by privilege, but by perseverance and the unwavering example of his parents, Fox and Rob, his fight for justice was chronicled in the Oscar-nominated documentary Time. The child of two formally incarcerated parents, freedom learned early what resilience, grace and purpose look like in the face of adversity. After graduating high school at just 16 and successfully pursuing his college education, he brought that same determination to Capitol Hill where he has been nearly 4 years serving with excellence, including in senior roles. 

Beginning his career with charisma and Tricorder, he built a foundation rooted in service and has since become known for his strategic leadership, operational skill, and commitment to empowering others. Freedom is now serving as director of operations in the Office of US Congressman Wiley Nichol of north Carolina. A proud member of (Unknown Term) Inc., Black Men on the hill and Congressional Black Associates. Freedom leads with both art and discipline, devoted to building trust, expanding opportunity, and honoring the legacy that shaped him. 

So Freedom, we are so excited to be having a conversation with you today. Thank you for joining us. 

FREEDOM RICHARDSON: 
Hey Errolyn, thank you so much for having me, and Ms Carter for the flowers earlier. It's so good to be back. 

ERROLYN GRAY: 
Yes, I will start by asking how are you doing, and what's the mood on Capitol Hill right now? 

FREEDOM RICHARDSON: 
How my doing personally, I will start there because that's what I can accurately and confidently predict. 

For me I am centered. I am reminding myself of what keeps me grounded and humbled amidst the chaos, confusion and quickness that is mostly recently characterized our body politic. For me, I am keeping hydrated, and I'm spending a lot of time back home in New Orleans where I can. -- And I can. 

But more importantly to your question Errolyn, how is Capitol Hill doing? Capitol Hill is in a tough spot to say the least. I think everyone on this phone call, I imagine, prides himself with being physically engaged and politically astute enough to know the House is on fire. We are actively working through that. There is, I think for me, despite the chaos, confusion, quickness that is characterizing Congress ultimately which resulted in the shutdown. This past week. I think even if members of the politics there are personal, the staff relationships, remain hopeful. This is always going to be a hard time in Hartfield of work to engage in. But I believe there is still a lot of hope they are Errolyn. 

ERROLYN GRAY: 
Thank you so much for that. Not only is there hope on Capitol Hill but there is hope around the country, like Joanne is saying, and throughout the world. We are all in this fight together, thank you so much for the work you and those on Capitol Hill are doing. 

FREEDOM RICHARDSON: 
Of course. 

ERROLYN GRAY: 
From the outside it looks like the Congress is deadlocked and partisan all the time. What does it look like from the inside? And is there still hope across the aisle in that way? 

FREEDOM RICHARDSON: 
Yeah, for me I think first and foremost I think, had an opportunity watching a Ted talk recently. It talks about the state of American politics. And it says, I think often when we are looking at the chaos that our Congress, our leaders are responsible for. I think that we blame it on partisanship. For me, I think as long as we have been a country, as long as I've liked apple jelly in someone else's liked grape jelly, I think we've always been partisan right? I think we've never just been dysfunctional as a result of her partnership. For everybody likes peanut butter is going to be someone who doesn't like peanut butter. The idea that artisan ship is the problem I think is just a misnomer. 

For me, with this gridlock we are working through, I think you have two competing factions. 

One, I think you have a lot of Members of Congress particularly that are more interested in performance and progress. So I think our media and institutional ecosystem is kind of elevating that nonsense, that noise, that is ultimately driven into the gridlock we are experiencing. 

Secondly however, I think in the midst gridlock, I for me personally, my mother and father amidst our family certain that this raised me to be an optimist. I think the cynicism and pessimism is too lazy, excuse written, and I think there was ample of that to go around. The year of our Lord 2025, I don't think we need any more pessimists. GAR for me when you talk about the gridlock, as has been tried and true in previous shutdowns and previous catastrophes. It will require members of her staff to work together intimately. For me that is ultimately going to be the beacon of hope, these young leaders who don't have a personal stake in these issues, but may be able to have cooler, calmer heads prevail over the printable's may be going back to neck in public. 

In private, members of the Republican Congress as well as numbers of the Democratic Congress, we've done some really great things. When we tune out the noise, put aside the tweets and the oppressions, and really put our heads down and dig into the work. I think me personally, Errolyn in her introduction shared with you all I've worked with a number of different members. So for me, being from Louisiana. I think of never had the luxury of talking to people that uniformly, unilaterally agreed with me on everything. And it took that same posture to Capitol Hill. And make it a personal priority to make certain I'm grabbing lunch with a Republican at least once a week. I'd like to know how the party in power rather, how do they think? How do they operate? Because I think we can either be right, right in our own ego chamber, in our own bubble, or pursue avenues that are going to delivers of reforms that are so much more important in a breadwinner talking about issues of poverty. Staffers, we're still working together, we still see each other. I work with a number of Republicans in (Indiscernible) was the only time I have to myself. But our relationships amidst the chaos still endure. And I think still proved promising that we will be able to get out of this shutdown has way of in previous shutdowns. 

I also think it's important, please let me know if I'm being long-winded Errolyn. For me I think when we look at the fruits of what's been achieved as a result of both parties working together. I think there was so much more to be helpful about the rear ecosystem cooperatively with the media, allows us the opportunity to acknowledge. 

For me some of the members have worked for have all been Democrats, but worked in purple district were the only one by a point or two. One of my previous possibles was the cochair of the problem solvers caucus, a coalition of 20 members both Democrat and 20 Republicans that would make weekly talk about complex issues our nation is grappling with. As a result of those bipartisan principles, that were interested in making a difference, even if it didn't make headlines. To produce historic if the structural investments. Produce the investor protection act. Trying to search local law-enforcement committees with the resources they needed to combat the rising crime concerning COVID and post COVID. I think there is some examples of great work being done admits what we see on television that continues to inspire our work in this fight. 

ERROLYN GRAY: 
Thank you so much for that, that was an amazing answer and I know resonates so much with us as a staff as well as our grassroots base. 

We know you care deeply about relationship building and believe in the power of the cross -- power of that across the aisle. To be going to that, Mark this isn't a partisan issue this is a performative issue in some areas. How do we build impactful relationships when that is the case? And how do we use those relationships and move those toward where we need to go? 

FREEDOM RICHARDSON: 
For sure, I think first and foremost what's incredibly important is that if you want to get anything done in Washington Errolyn, you don't just talk to the Members of Congress. You don't just heckle them in the grocery stores, or the lines, pump lines rather when you're going to get gas. I think you have to talk to the staffers, because ultimately staffers are the ones doing the work behind the scenes. 

I think, maybe this might come off a little self-aggrandizing, but I think staffers are smart. I think they are dedicated. I think they are incredibly intelligent, and I think they are often underpaid and overworked. Right? But I think ultimately if you want something done, if you want something said, I think after member of Congress. If you want something done I think you have to go through your staffers. 

First and foremost the staffers, I think staffers are immune a little bit more from the politics that may stifle progress and innovation at the member level. Staffers are the ones that make things happen, they are the gatekeepers if you will. But also staffers are the translators to a lot of these members of Congress. When we're looking at these complex issues, your 435 reps, 100 senators. Re-looking 535 Members of Congress, all of them have different issues and constituencies that they want to address is immediately and promptly as possible. In the expectation they commit to memory all of these issues and the intricacies of those issues is just not realistic, it's just not sustainable. When you build relationships with not just members but their staffers, I think ultimately you get a little closer to where it is you are trying to go. 

I think it starts with respect, in this day and age I think respect is such a scarcity. A scarce commodity of what is characterized her body politic. And I think staffers are little more human then maybe Members of Congress R. And I think we have members of staff, respect their time, specter energy, where their boss may stand on a particular issue, but I think you also approach them as the experts that we are. Right? 

I think I spoke to group previously with Errolyn when they were in Washington with a lot of the different RESULTS fellows. A lot of them were talking about how you approach the staffers? How do you approach these members? I think in our pursuit of advocacy, I think we lose sense in spite of the fact that these members of Congress work for us. In the same way may be experts in the political sense of the equation, I think we are experts on our lived experience. I think that is equally if not more valuable when we are bringing to these conversations. Being respectful. And if we can't agree on everything, but at least agree on something so we can keep moving the ball forward. If we can't agree on the fully funded by Glosses, I know we can get on the Bakken housing and homeownership issues. I think wherever we can find those cross constituency issues where we can really sink her teeth in and build belonging, not just build the ships but establishing more to them, I think it gets us a lot further in our pursuit of justice which I think we are all working towards. 

ERROLYN GRAY: 
Thank you so much. So what advice would you give for engaging with staffers and offices that may not support our issues, or may even be hostile towards them? And how do we approach those relationships with authenticity, respect, and impact? 

FREEDOM RICHARDSON: 
First off, authenticity. Much like respect is a rare commodity. 

For me, I think I've spent enough time in Washington to know that you've got all these recycled and regurgitated versions of Members of Congress. Folks that all where the red ties, blue suits, etc. I think whenever we interact or interface with the constituents that have real lived experience, and/or maybe don't provide the most cookie-cutter presentation. It ought only make them impressionable but make them memorable. I think we can sniff authenticity and genuineness when we come across it and interact with it. I do think again, our stories are our superpower. 

Whenever we are interacting with folks that disagree with our issues, or our approach to solving certain issues. I think first and foremost aside from respect, we cannot take it personal. For me I know at least in my field of work what is got me furthest mentally is that no people are so much more than the votes they cast. That doesn't mean they are going to escape accountability, be clear. But I have to appreciate and understand the nuances of their constituencies, the political landscape and social landscape at play that may complicate their ability to support something they would otherwise think is good policy. 

I think again, building on that respect, building on that authenticity. And making sure we were the allyship so whenever we're coming back to ask for anything and everything else, I think it's incredibly important they are member our last meeting as agreeably respectful and constructive conversation as opposed to a combative conversation. I think particularly folks my generation but not exclusively, I think we are driven by a lot of instant gratification. That's why we will re-share or repost on a social media platforms with folks that already agree with us on everything, in our bubbles and our echo chambers, but won't stand in line to go vote. Or won't wait a week or two weeks, shucks, for someone to return our meeting request email. Or respond to it rather. I think it takes a lot of patience, but takes a lot of persistence. Never we do get those meetings, to get those commitments to cosponsor. Following up on them and remaining of them is really important. It may get lost in the inbox, again not taking things personally. I think it's really, really important we keep furthering that relationship. If we can't agree here I think we can agree there. Fighting that Silverlight is really important. 

For me also personally from being from the South, I like to kill them with kindness. For me that requires a Merry Chris was, happy Easter, happy Good Friday before Good Friday. Because my issues matter that much more. As I shared earlier, I think Mr Cassie -- Kathy can attest to this. Do we want to be right or what reform? Sometimes pursuit of that reform I think is going to require us to take a different approach, a less combative approach to the constructive and critical issues that we are having a conversation around. 

Finally is knowing the records. Members of Congress have been around since sliced bread, and that being said, as long as many members of Congress have been around. I think familiarizing ourselves with their voting records allows us the opportunity to keep them accountable. A lot of folks were supportive of these issues before they became politically dubious, or unpopular. So finding those breakaway opportunities to reinforce artery and await the support of these nonpartisan issues I think goes a long way as well. 

ERROLYN GRAY: 
Thank you so much for that Freedom. We are deftly going to build on that. We have some amazing skills, motivational interviewing. And we also teller advocates. Persistence usually pays off. It is a RESULTS hashtag, you might as well say it. 

FREEDOM RICHARDSON: 
It's not for the faint of heart. 

ERROLYN GRAY: 
Not the faint at all. 

Another question is you know RESULTS has been working with congressional staff for decades. We know the best ways to build those relationships evolve over time. We have to evolve with the times. 

In 2025 can you share what makes a difference for younger staffers? I think you touched on some of this already, Microsoft from hearing from constituents. 

FREEDOM RICHARDSON: 
I think for me personally, I think the younger staffers are little bit of a different breed. I think staffing in the year of our Lord 2025 is completely different than staffing and even the early 2000's. Right? I think for me, what we are interacting with, excuse me. What we are interacting with her younger staffers that are little more savvy and digital. I think they are also interfacing with a lot more demands. 

I compare my expense often to Hill Staffer sediment around 10, 15, 20 years. Stop the first piece of advice I get from older staffers. "Man that was just no time like the Obama years." Much as I can't rewind the clock and go back to a tan suit being the most scandalous point of focus coming out of the White House. I think for me what I can attest to is the volume that were interacting with these younger staffers, or staffers who just haven't been on the hill as long, is a lot more volume, and it's incredibly overstimulating. To say the least. For me, just in the time I've been in Congress. I started staffing in Congress under Mr Trump's first term. I think we were maybe six months removed from the attack on the capital. In the thick of COVID-19. I think there were three impeachments that took place. I think two Supreme Court justices that also were confirmed. I think there was not just war in the eastern part of Europe, but now in the Middle East have been revived. For me I think we had adverted a government shutdown a couple of times, raised the nation's debt limit a couple of times. It had expelled a number of Congress for the first time in recent memory. For a host of different things, namely having an audit social media platform. 

For me beyond it however, we also voted for speaker of the house. 18 times. In this most recent past Congress. I think that in four years, staffing from 2020, or 2021 to 2025 is completely different from staffing in the early 2000's. Because in the early 2000's what you experience for your you are now experiencing in a week. As having pace, and grace, for younger staffers. I think it's really important. It having an appreciation for the perspective that younger staffers have to offer as we are moving issues forward in 2025. 

I think we want to make certain that as we are telling our stories, I think a lot of the issues we are contending with art persisting because of a lack of stats or focus groups. I think what we are experiencing when these issues continue to persist, I think there is a shortage of storytelling. This humanizes these issues. I think if young people have a soft spot for nothing else, I think it is the power of storytelling. I would just drive that home. Our stories are something that cannot be replicated, cannot be pulled, opinionated and prodded. It's something we know uniquely to be true about ourselves, our issues, our communities. Leaning into that as much is possible I think should pay dividends. 

ERROLYN GRAY: 
Thank you so much for that. And I will use our last for minutes to answer a question, will to ask you a question in the chat. Because I'm really worried, horrified that Congress seems to be allowing the executive branch to ignore the constitutional role to determine funding is allocated and spent. His bipartisan support among MoCs and Hill Staffer told the White House accountable to spend funds Congress passed, and other more tools for Congress to use to defend funded programs? 

FREEDOM RICHARDSON: 
I will answer this one quickly so I can get as much and in the remaining three minutes of God. 

For me personally, concerning the cost of your response ability of Congress to be the chief appropriate her. I think of this demonstration in the year of our Lord 2025, I don't foresee that being likely because I think the political consequences for many members of Congress outweigh the constitutional obligations that responsibility's that they have. I think we are always awaiting legal and court litigation and intervention into these matters, but I think it's going to always be incumbent upon people as we are waiting for politicians to get their act together. 

But yes, again remain hopeful that you do have enough moderate members, members that are entered on both sides of the aisle to come together and advocate several hundred possibilities in this moment, because I know if the shoe were on the other foot I know it would be a much more challenge, a greater challenge to this kind of approach to appropriations that we are seeing currently. 

Let's see, can I get two more Errolyn? 

ERROLYN GRAY: 
Beth asked how much impact to staff, especially younger staff have, on their MoCs? 

FREEDOM RICHARDSON: 
The most, period. For me Members of Congress, many of them got bless their hearts as we say in the South, are not fully functioning. So they rely a little bit more heavily on their staff than most members of Congress should. I don't have to relitigate to many of you there are several members of Congress that are wheelchair-bound or not able to drive because their faculties have depreciated that extensively. There are members of staff that are de facto representatives of their office one occurred serves public engagement or Public Policy. Again, living on staff much like we left on our members and what all the best, I think it's really important. 

ERROLYN GRAY: 
Thank you so much, we did have one more but I will... 

FREEDOM RICHARDSON: 
Can I be quick? Ms Carter can beat me up later if she's OK. 

ERROLYN GRAY: 
Someone sent me a private message. Asking tough questions we can address the tough issue that we are facing. Shouldn't reps know how people really feel, and shouldn't we bring those concerns to them? 

FREEDOM RICHARDSON: 
Yes! Yes! Yes in all caps. For me personally I think what we get wrong most often in our capital business, and I understand this. A lot of the work we are doing is funded through time to donors, nonprofits, etc. I do understand the importance of making sure we take the picture. Hey we saw a member, even if we weren't able to sit with them. We want to make sure we are owning our dollars. For me personally I think where it matters most, it's not a picture that we need, the stories being told, at the moment of their time I think we should be in greatest pursuit of. 

For me, memorizing and condensing speeches most important. Some members are scratched for time, but when we get to minutes of the elevator ride going for coffee, I don't mind joining them. Let's walk and talk. We have to get creative and innovative of how we hold them accountable. Obviously sharing archers candidly but constructively pulled up and making sure we follow up. Members of Congress have 1000 things going on as to members of staff, but I want to make certain each time we get it in writing. As much as we care about getting that photo remember, for whatever incentive, be it donors, social media, strategy, it's also important when we have those opportunities that are few and far between, we do press on issues that are of great importance. I finished at 1:30 PM on the dot Errolyn, oh my gosh I'm working on it! 

ERROLYN GRAY: 
That was perfect. Thank you for your care for wanting to get through all the questions. 

FREEDOM RICHARDSON: 
Of course. 

ERROLYN GRAY: 
We appreciate taking the time to talk to us today, it's was an amazing conversation. 

FREEDOM RICHARDSON: 
Always great to be with the results my family, had it not been for the fellowship in college, I certainly would not be where I am today. So thank you, thank you, thank you. Please, please, please do not lose hope. I look forward to staying in touch. Please connect with me outside of this if I can be helpful at all. Too many of you on the hill and continuing to do the great work that you will do. 

ERROLYN GRAY: 
Thank you so much Freedom. 

FREEDOM RICHARDSON: 
Thank you Errolyn. 

ERROLYN GRAY: 
I will turn it over to my colleague TaShon Thomas. 

TASHON THOMAS: 
Good afternoon everyone, and morning for those of you on the West Coast. Thank you so much Freedom for joining us, and absolutely thinking you for making me feel old. As I remember the last of the Bush years, first of the Obama years. And I must say, being a staffer at the time was great. But I'm absolutely sure all of the work that you are doing is benefiting all of us greatly. So thank you so much for all that you do on the Hill. 

I will be providing our updates today on both our US and global policies. So next slide. 

So where are we right now? We are in a government shut down, slow down -- shutdown showdown. As a reminder, this year Congress passed a continuing resolution because they couldn't figure out the budget and that point in time, another continuing resolution to fund the government until September 30. 

Over the last couple of weeks and months we have been hearing about where you were with regards to the fiscal year 26 appropriations request, and all of that. And of course they were not able to create a compromise. So the government should down on midnight of October 1. 

Based on the most recent vote, it seems as though Senate Republicans need at least five more democratic senators to support the House passed version of the bill. The reason behind this is because the Senate has been voting on a pretty regular basis now for the past week to try to get these votes while the houses will virtually been on recess and has not returned fully functioning at this time. Next slide. 

So what are each side saying? On the Republican side, what they are saying is this is a clean CR, meaning this CR contain resolution does not include anything that will extend programs or anything like that. It is more or less keeping the current level to funding as they are. Opposed to any of the funding extensions such as requiring the demonstration to spend the already appropriated funds. So there are certain items, mostly on our global affairs side where the funding has been appropriated, but the administration has refused to spend it. So there are some lawsuits going on right now. But in essence the Republican side is to not force the administration to spend those funds is already appropriated. 

Of course, any vote on the affordable care act subsidies they want to have as a separate vote, at some point in the future. As we see on the Democratic side, that is the sticking point for the Democratic colleagues. 

Once again on the Democratic side, third demands that any funding agreement must address health care concerns. Once again, that is to undo the One Big, Beautiful Bill Act cuts to Medicaid, and extend the premium tax credits for the Affordable Care Act. Basically they are notating while some of the cuts don't take effect until January, people still have to apply for their Affordable Care Act by the end of November. So premiums of course one more than likely skyrocket pretty soon. Last but certainly not least, they want to ensure guardrails are placed on any funding bills that require the imitation to spend money, because I have been notated and has been notated in the previous conversation, the imitation has been sidestepping Congress and certain things and completely disregarding the constitutional authority of the purse. So once again, as those items are being litigated, we will see more of that. But the Democrats would like to see in the bills, and all appropriations bills, that the admission pass, spends whatever is past. Next slide. 

So what are the impacts of the shutdown? Especially when it comes to our programs on the domestic side. 

First and foremost, WIC currently has $150 million contingency fund. It is estimated that is supposed to run out on Wednesday. Wednesday to Thursday. They are still calculating, and we should know on Monday how much money they actually have left in that fund. 

SNAP, when it comes to SNAP benefits, how it is done is those funds are appropriated a month before. So we already have those ready to go and sent out. So October benefits of already been sent out or in the process of sending out based off when you received your SNAP benefits there. But there also is a reserve fund for SNAP, and we should know sometime this week how long that can go under an extended showdown. 

In regards to SNAP and WSE, some states, not all, but some states do have zero submittal funding for these programs. And they have the ability to tap into these funds a little bit more on the state level to provide some backup funding. But once again at the end of the day, many will be forced to turn away participants if the government shutdown continues without further funding. 

Once again when it comes to Medicare, Medicaid, or other mandatory health program payments, those workers are still going. You are still getting those benefits ongoing, unabated until further notice. When it comes to Housing Choice Vouchers, those also will continue until further notice. We should know, for most of the stuff, this week how long these programs actually have two less with the funds they already have appropriate. Next slide. 

So what are we asking you to do our domestic issues with regards to the government shut down? 

Use the media to draw attention to our issues. During this shut down our media is our best way of doing advocacy work. Getting her LTEs, getting your bids in local newspapers, and sharing it with your Members of Congress. And see hopefully that they can read it and things like that. We want to tell them to pass the FY 26 budget that prioritizes ending poverty and protects constitutional delegation of authority for Congress. So basically congresses power of the purse. So with that once again, the media once again is the best way of doing that. Our LTEs and our pets. 

You can also continue contacting member of Congress. I know every member of Congress have someone working and still hoping them out during the shutdown. So you can still email and call AIDS urging them to ask their buses to find WIC and housing choice vouchers as levels to meet current need. Even during the shutdown. They may be slow to respond, but you still can contact them via email. 

Each member of Congress also on the website now has either who the contact or how to contact their office during the shutdown. So behoove all of us to ensure that when you are contacting your member, to go directly to their site to see when their office is still there, and how to get in contact during the shutdown. 

Also we want to make sure they have the budget language to ensure funding will be spent as directed. 

Pacifically for Democratic members, we are still asking them to cosponsor the printed farmers act, but again were trying to get this bill as soon as possible. What the bill does is repeal SNAP cuts under the one big people will act. -- OBBBA. Right now what we are trying to do is get as many Democratic member support as the Medicaid version of the bill as an overwhelming support of them. Next slide. 

So on to our global issues. 

So first and foremost, going from the chaos that we are currently seeing on Capitol Hill to to the shutdown, what are some of the things current on a global side? Gavi, The Vaccine Alliance just released the latest impact report last week. The report highlights extraordinary progress in expanding vaccine access. In the time I'll be speaking right now, six people's lives will open saved by Gavi supported vaccines. This is such a powerful way of framing the impact highlighting lives saved, and emphasizing we have solutions to these problems of inequity. 

When you connect this with the Global Fund's results the message is clear. High-impact funds like Gavi and the Global Fund are some of the most effective tools we have to address poverty and disease. 

What about the Global Fund though? The Global Fund also released its annual RESULTS report just a few weeks ago, the numbers tell a remarkable story. Since its founding, the Global Fund supported programs have saved over 70 million lives. In 2024 alone, the Global Fund supported treatment for nearly 7.5 million people with TB and TB prevention for nearly 3.5 million people. These record high numbers represent not just recovery after major setbacks from the COVID-19 pandemic, but also massive progress forward. They remind us that investments in the Global Fund translate directly into lives saved. But the last 10 months remind us that â€“ of how fragile these gains are. Without sustained leadership and resources, so much is still at stake. As you know, the Global Fund is in the midst of a push of a new donor investment. So where does the US stand? Other countries and private sector partners have already announced strong pledges to the Global Fund, the United States has yet to make this pledge. 

Traditionally, with leadership helps set the pace, providing a catalyst for others through the one and two matching requirement wherever US dollar leverages two more from other donors. This fall are advocacy on the global site is to essentially ensure that the US is ready to lead again with a old and timely investment. 

Of course, all of this is happening in the midst of a messy collocated appropriation's process. And a government shutdown. While the House Global Fund expending bill was strong on global health, the Senate has delayed release of service. Over the recent months we have seen attempts to cut or reshape US investments in global health and education. Now with the government shutdown, the uncertainty is at its highest. 

But it is important to note that this is not entirely new or sudden. We have seen this pattern of shutdowns or near shutdowns become almost routine and Congress, and critically our global asks have not changed because of it. Even in a shutdown we remain focused on high-impact and global health and education programs, and ensuring Congress funds them and finishes the job of appropriations, the demonstration delivers on outcomes from the Global Fund and poverty. 

Also of note before I go into our congressional actions, I also want to recognize the news off yesterday in which both sides of the Gaza conflict have agreed to some sort of peace agreement. Here at RESULTS we are still monitoring what the details of that agreement are, but our statements have not changed with regards to ensuring the end of the war and blockade to ensure the health, safety and security for all of those who've on the Gaza Strip. So we look for a hopeful, peaceful solution, and will continue to let you all know more as more is shown to us. 

Popular global acts and Congressional actions for the next one. 

One of the reasons many of these programs have survived repeated rounds of cuts is because of your advocacy. So your letters, calls and lobbying have helped protect global health accounts. In the final month of the global fund replacement cycle, we need -- need to sustain this pressure. As a member of Congress to fully fund the Global Fund in the fiscal year 26, and to protect the wanted to match. Remind them that investments in internal and Chafa, tuberculosis, and both on-site Global Fund and Gavi are among the smartest things the US can do. 

Not only because they save millions of lives, but because the build more resilient health systems and healthier comments, and make our world a better more livable place. 

Many thanks for your time and all of your efforts. Now I sent it over to my colleague Keisha McVey for more information. 

LAKEISHA McVEY: 
Hi everybody, for those who may not know me, I'm Lakeisha McVey, she/they pronounce. I'm a senior manager on the Grassroots Team who more specifically manages our experts on poverty program here at RESULTS that Executive Director Joanne talked about at the beginning of this webinar. 

For those who don't know, the Expert on Poverty or EOPs are advocates who bring the lived experience on poverty directly into advocacy at the highest levels. But the role goes far beyond just sharing their personal stories. Every single one of them is also a leader, working in their communities and naturally shape solutions, strategies and narratives that move us closer to ending poverty. 

I'm really excited to share about something historic that happened last month. The Expert on Poverty summit. This program has really been the heart of our work for the past 10 years and played a big role in informing our US policy rarities over the years. This year not only marks the 10 year anniversary of the program, but also the first time in six years Oliver Experts on Poverty were able to come together in DC. As you can see from the photo, also with their children. They made at the time not only for deep connection and affliction, but also an opportunity to show what happens when powerful advocates and constituents across the nation speak truth to power together. 

And the impact of this summit was felt both on Capitol Hill and in the media. Next slide please. 

On the hill, the experts held 20 lobby meetings including rated Republican offices and seven Democratic offices, as well as a number of key meetings with House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, met with three different key committees, and in the time when like Freedom was saying earlier. Missing performance prioritized over progress. These meetings were about building bridges, finding common ground where too often division is the default. 

That matters a lot because ending poverty requires durable solutions, and durable solutions requires bipartisan commitment. So of the experts were able to make personal connections with their offices, relate to staff and Members of Congress on a very human level, and show their voices can open doors across the aisle. 

Beyond the hill, the summit garnered national media attention. We are to CBS News articles and a Washington Post article that featured our expert voices. And the stories continue to help elevate her message far beyond Washington DC. 

That in turn led to three of our experts a few weeks ago. They met with at Washington post report after the summit because they are starting a new beat on affordability and poverty. And they wanted us to inform what the writing is going to be going forward. And they asked to continue staying in touch with RESULTS and the experts to shape that. That's huge. It means our community is hoping to define how poverty will be covered in national media for years to come. 

We will drop the link to those pieces in the chat so you can read and share them, and Jos of course will be talking more in depth about our media campaign a little later. I really encourage all to keep that momentum going by amplifying these pieces and making sure attention to these issues stay really strong. 

This is what it means to speak truth to power. Each of our experts knows not only firsthand what it is like to navigate broken systems, but they see it every single day have federal policy ripples into their communities and impacts real people and real lives. In hearing the impossible choices that families are forced to make between food, rent, child care and medicine. By bringing that lived reality directly to lawmakers and the media, they are changing the conversation around poverty and what solutions are possible. 

But don't just take my word for it, I will turn it over now to one of our EOPs, Maureen Bowling, to share her own reflections from the summit as well. Over to you Maureen. 

MAUREEN BOWLING: 
Hi everyone, it's so great to be with you all and to see everyone's faces. In case you don't know me, I Maureen Bowling, and from Lexington, Kentucky. And I'm in Kentucky six district with name X-bar as my representative. 

Will change fellow from 2017-2018, and I've been serving as an expert on poverty with RESULTS since 2018. And I'm really glad to be here with you today to share a little bit about the experience that myself and fellow Expert on Poverty have last month on Capitol Hill. 

Last month we had the privilege and opportunity to be in Washington DC with all of the other Expert on Poverty for the first time in six years. It was very powerful for myself and my son, and all of the other families that were there doing the hard work that we all do together. 

For me though, it was more than just a reunion commemorating our 10 years of Expert on Poverty being in existence. It was more a reminder that we are not alone in this work. Because sometimes they can be very isolating, navigating the safety nets that are supposed to be combating poverty for ourselves and those that we love and care about in our communities. 

We carry our own stories, and carried her own stories on Capitol Hill, but when we were together those stories woven into something bigger. A tapestry of incredible truth, resilience, and most importantly possibility. 

Leading up to the summit I had communication with office schedulers, but I was not able to secure our meetings, or confirm any in-person meeting with Andy Barr's office or Mitch McConnell's office. 

It was pretty disappointing and left me leaving uncertain walking on Capitol Hill, however I was able to do pop in meetings with the staffers in their offices. Even though these meetings are with what is considered lower level staff, our meetings were actually phenomenal. 

Lastly, my son and I, still had strong moments of relationship building. We shared why it was so important for us to be standing in those offices. They were held accountable for their lack of responsible and reasonable communication. We saw that even though they ghosted us virtually and avoided our cause, we were still showing up no matter what, we will always be here representing our community. In Kentucky, and for communities all across the nation. 

No matter what their choices are, I will always be here advocating for individuals and families who are struggling every day and deserve more. 

My son Westley is 10 now. The last time he was in DC on the hill with me, I think he was just barely 6. So he didn't really have a good opportunity to understand what was the purpose of our hard work on the hill, it also steps we were taking. But this time I was amazed to see firsthand, the reason that we were in those offices was to help real people. He got to share the joys of his American dream with the staffers who were also from Kentucky. Like our Kentucky Wildcats Eskimo and football, go Big Blue. While also speaking about the challenges that we see every single day. 

He sees our neighbors experiencing homelessness on our corners, and he worries about them. He sees parents, her neighbors working full time while going to school full-time and doing everything they can possible to provide for their families. I could see my son understanding in a reverie railway have powerful it is to speak up for people we care about. 

The moments of my son witnessing advocacy and actually brought home for me why we do this work. When we tell our stories, when we bring our lived experiences into those spaces, we are just sharing statistics, or complaints. We are complaining -- or complaints. We are creating human connections. Even in the moments that seem small, to borrow a thought from Joanne Carter. Those connections can even open the giant doors of Capitol Hill. The doors created to intimidate us. 

My biggest take away from the summit is that advocacy works when it comes from the heart. Every conversation, every visit, every story we tell. It matters. And I want to encourage everyone here leaning into that. 

Whether writing a letter to the editor, or to a staffer, or emailing or calling. Every visit, every story we tell, every interaction we have matters. I want to encourage everyone here to really lean into that. Whether we are writing to her friend, or a grandmother about things going on, all the interactions we have with loved ones that connect us, that build strength in the work that we do. And together we can continue to weave a tapestry that represents all of our truths and all of our beautiful possibilities. 

Thank you so much for the opportunity to share a little bit about the amazing experience that we had on Capitol Hill together, Expert on Poverty with her children. And I am just really grateful for the RESULTS community. Thank you all for being here today. And throughout the years that you've been working with me and for me for people like me and my family. Thank you. 

LAKEISHA McVEY: 
Thank you so much for sharing Maureen, I know I felt that. I'm sure everybody else did too. Just for your willingness to continue sharing their experiences to advocate for a better world. I am so grateful to know you, and to know Westley who is just a ball of energy all the time. 

Not to build on that momentum and talk about how you all can take all of the things that came out of the EOP summit and move it forward, I will hand it over to Jos to talk about our media campaign. 

JOS LINN: 
Yes, thanks Keisha, and thanks Maureen. We appreciate your inspiring words. 

Folks if you don't know me, my name is Jos Linn and I'm Director of Grassroots Advocacy at RESULTS. Today I am thrilled to officially launch our 600 voices media campaign, powerful push to elevate your voices in the fight against poverty. Next slide please. 

Why 600 voices? Will because by the end of 2025, we will publish at least 600 media pieces. If come close to that mark in the last few years, but haven't cracked 600 since 2020. This year that changes. This year we break that wall. 

Here is they amazing news. We already two thirds of the way there. As of this morning you published 391 pieces this year. That's incredible. In a year where normal has meant constant change and challenge, you've been and steady and unwavering force pushing back to the humble ornate, Medicaid and SNAP, calling harbrace to expand tax credits for working families and defending global health through the Global Fund. 

That's why we need more. The fiscal year 26 budget is not done, and the shutdown is putting critical investment to reduce poverty at risk. In a year marked by loss, we don't want to lose anymore. Now is the time to raise our voices and pump up the volume. 

And remember, you not only informs, it also holds lawmakers accountable. It reminds them, and the public, who they work for. And if they are not doing their jobs it is up to us to say so. It's also a time when free speech is under attack, and the press is increasingly threatened. Every letter, every op-ed, every published voice is an act of defiance. But you don't have to take that word for me, now I want to turn it over to my friend and fellow Missouri volunteer from RESULS St. Louis, coleader there is also a former result fellow, Sarah Miller. She has had dozens of pieces -- pieces published in last years, including two pieces the last week. Let's hear how she pushes her media work the RESULTS will stop Sarah? 

SARAH MILLER: 
Thanks Jos., 2014 RESULTS fellow real change alone, and that experience gave me so much. It let me not only to become the great leader for the St. Louis RESULTS chapter, but also gave me invaluable media training. And more importantly, a community of people who encouraged and motivated me. A few years ago I set a personal goal to get a lot of media published. Edited that. Probably most of you don't know this, but my husband is from India. He is an immigrant and green card holder, and since January I have carried a constant fear for his safety every day. With reports of the National Guard coming to St. Louis supporting ICE raids, fear has reached an all-time high. It has taken a toll on my mental health and my ability to focus, on my energy. Some days I've come home from teaching and felt like I could do nothing but collapse. Layered on top of that, seeing the big bad foreign aid cuts and healthcare cuts has been overwhelming. 

And then came the guilt. Guilt that I was paralyzed while others facing even harsher realities, families losing healthcare, losing food assistance, and losing hope, don't have the luxury of shutting down. I kept thinking about the historical figures I admire, people who have faced impossible odds, but chose to act. Finally, I was able to push through the paralysis and just recently as Jos said, I found the courage and motivation to act. I submitted six pieces of media and got two of them published. It may not change everything, but it is a start. It reminded me, even when fear feels overwhelming, action is still possible. I was asked to share how I got out of that paralysis. It compares to my journey as a fitness Proctor. Boxing in a gym with a punching bag. Here is what I have learned and how I wrote a letter to the editor when you're feeling overwhelmed. 

Lesson one. Just show up. There are a lot of days when I am tired after a long day of school and I don't feel like doing dozens of mountain climbers or Barbies. Each time I make my self go to class. I feel better afterward. I promise myself and making the effort and those endorphins praise me. A lot of reasons exist while we talk ourselves out of sitting down and writing a letter to the editor. Imposter syndrome, doubt, time pressures. But when we do sit down, we do feel better afterwards. We feel better with the-- we feel better when the rest is published. How little time it takes to write one. Here is what I have learned. I feel better when I just showed up. Whether it is a boxing class or writing to the editor. 

Lesson number two. Writing to yourself. Boxing is not just about throwing punches. It is a mental game. If I sat there yelling at myself in the head. You are too slow, that looks pathetic, I always do worse. I started imagining the and the Rocky horror picture show instead of Rocky. When I encourage myself, I move better, punch better, and actually enjoy it. Writing is the same way. If I assess the format, whether it is good enough, I freeze. When I speak from the heart, it flows. We can all write letters to the editor, and yours is just as good as mine. 

Lesson three. Don't compare. In boxing, there is always somebody faster, stronger, or coordinate it. If I compare myself to them, I look at-- I look like one of those inflatable tube men outside of a car dealership. When I remember boxing for me, I do better. I have to keep remembering, I am writing because I want to do something. I can't focus on how many letters somebody has published, or if my local paper feels like a brick wall, or how dumb my letter sounds. I just have to write and submit. 

Lesson four. It does matter. When I started boxing, I thought I would never get it right. The punches felt clumsy, impossible and strength, forget it. Honestly, there is still days like that. When I stop obsessing over the progress I haven't made, and focus on the next pitch, the endorphins, the opt of showing up, and you better. Little by little, I have gotten stronger. Writing letters works the same. When I catch myself wondering if they matter, I tried to stop. I can't overthink it. I just have to write. Even if progress feels slow, every word adds up. Let us make a difference. Taking action never hurts, and always help someone. 

Lesson five. Lean on your people. The best part of boxing, my people. They are the reason I keep putting on my gloves. They inspire me every day by their ability to show up and keep working hard. They check in with me, show me they care, and who I am, and give me encouragement. Results-- RESULTS is no different. The community keeps me moving forward. Connect with a friend, group member, leader, during media hour or somebody else on these calls. Celebrate not just published wins, but the attempts, because trying matters. Surround yourself with the people who cheer you on. It is how you refill your tank and keep writing. I am not here to tell you that this is easy or it ends with rainbows and unicorns. Most days, it is simply an effort to get up, put 1 foot in front of the other, go to work, teach my students, and come home. Coping with the world as it is right now is no small thing. It takes real effort. I am not suggesting you suddenly crank out a flood of letters. I have only submitted six recently. You know what? That is six more than I had over the summer. It feels good. It feels powerful to know I have taken action even in small steps. 

That is the message I want to be with you. You don't have to be perfect. You don't have to do this alone. Showing up matters, trying matters. Your words and action matters. Write one letter. When we take action together, even in small steps, we move from feeling paralyzed to finding our power. That power is exactly what creates change. 

JOS LINN: 
Thanks so much, Sarah. I really appreciate your honesty and inspiration in your words. I love the boxing analogy. It gives a new meaning to finding the hook. 

Now let me share how we will support you to be successful in this campaign. First, if you are not sure what to write how to get started, our action center is the place to go. Media templates that we update regularly. I updated two of them this morning. You can edit and send that letter right from the webpage where you can copy the language and paste it in an email directly to your local paper. Be sure to use our action center. 

Second, remember our website has lots of media tools that walk you the process of writing a letter step-by-step. Please use them. 

Third. If you are having trouble getting published in your local paper â€“ I saw a question from Oscar in the chat about this. Check out the media and democracy project. This is an organization working to lift up the work of small local independent news sources. In their local journalism director has listed papers in every state â€“ they may not be aware of. Some of which may be willing to publish. We encourage you to try different media outlets if you are having trouble getting in the ones you are typically having trouble getting published in. When you do get published, please complete the online media report forms to let us know, so we can celebrate your success. 

As always, you can please contact me directly with your questions, your coaching needs, and any request for training. I am happy to help you all be successful in this. 

Also, speaking of assistance, I went to add additional media office hours this fall. I tip we do it once a month, but I will do it twice a month for the rest of the year. If you need help finding a hook for your media piece, coaching on how to talk about an issue, you are not sure how to submit a letter, any other question you have about your media work, please drop into one of these office hours. I will be there the whole hour. You can come in and out as you please. There is no need to register. I look forward to having you all join. The first one is this coming Wednesday night at 9 o'clock Eastern time from 9 to 10 PM. 

Now I want to close with some words on why this media campaign is important. We already know the transformative power of media and shaping public policy. We have talked about the Congressional management foundation that has shown more than 80% of congressional staff believe a letter to the editor naming their boss can influence that lawmakers stance on an issue. That is not just potential. That is real leverage. It is a tool we already know how to use. We also know that lawmakers read the paper. We know we respond by constituents name them. We have seen it happen again and again, and we know the undeniable power of walking into a congressional office with a stack of published letters to the editor in hand, to declare public demonstration of constituent power in action. 

But in this moment, our media campaign is not just about pushing for better policy. It is also about sustaining the people pushing for it. Mainly all of us. It is an act of care for our collective spirit. 

No doubt this has been a challenging year. And many of you have faced frustrating silence from congressional offices requesting meetings, emails unanswered. Still, you pushed through. You organized and helped 376 lobby meetings as of this past week. That kind of persistence is extraordinary, and is effective. Face-to-face advocacy will always be our bread and butter because it makes the biggest difference. 

Here is a secret about media advocacy. It does not wait for permission. If a door closes, media opens a window. We don't need a reply to be heard. We don't need a meeting to make our voices public. Media lets us speak directly to our communities and people in power without having to fight for a seat at the table. It is a direct line to be seen, heard, and felt. And in an arena that is far less toxic than social media. 

When your letter in op-ed or editorial is not just a personal victory, it is evidence. Proof that your voice broke through. Proof that what you care about matters. It is a way to share grief, rage, determination, and hope. We all need that. We need not just to win the fight, but to stay in the fight. Remember, even if you don't get published, the act of writing still matters. Naming our demands, shaping our stories. Sending the information out into the world are acts of courage. A clear space in our minds and plants ideas in the public square. Once those ideas are out there, they have a way of catching on fire. Please join this campaign. Do it because you want to change antipoverty policy. Do it because lawmakers need to be held accountable. Do it because we want our government to do better than what we are seeing now, and do it because you matter. Your voice matters. 

The act of stepping up, writing out your vision, and putting out into the world makes us stronger. It makes us all stronger even when everything seems hard. Let's write and change the story. 

With that, I will turn it over to RESULTS to close out the call. 

ANDREA BALDERRAMA: 
Hi everyone, I am Andrea Balderrama. I am one of this year's results fellows. I would like to start off with a few announcements. We are particularly excited to invite you to a US poverty policy forum on Thursday, October 23 at 8 PM Eastern time. This policy forum will provide insight into our US poverty campaigns for the remainder of 2025. You will learn how we are preparing for final FY 26 budget negotiations, with a focus on ensuring the protection of key housing and attrition initiatives. You can register on our website. 

Join us in celebrating the incredible accomplishments of the 2025 RESULTS organizing and advocacy fellowship graduates. These passion advocates have worked tirelessly this year to raise their voices, to influence policies that combat poverty and equality. As a graduate, we want to celebrate them. Please see the link in the chat to register. 

We will slowly scroll through the many upcoming events in the slides. You can also find the slides in the recording of today's webinar on the national webinars page on our website. 

And finally, please mark your calendars for Saturday, November 1, when our next national webinar will be held. We are thrilled to announce we will have not one, but two guest speakers. Representative Maxine Dexter of Oregon, and Sachico (unknown name) from the learning change network. It will inspire us. Please join us. 

You can find all of our events and how to register for them on our website events calendar. 

And lastly, as a RESULTS fellow, I would like to share that the organizing advocacy fellowship with RESULTS has been a pivotal experience for me. I had the opportunity to use my voice in lobby meetings during a time when we are all trying to navigate so much uncertainty in our world. I got to provide outreach in a social justice resource fair, to share the mission of RESULTS with over 350 people looking for ways to get involved in making a positive difference in the community right now. And they got to connect with other fellows across the country to share advocacy ideas, resources, and key messages to share with our members of Congress to continue emphasizing that the priority must always be to end poverty. 

The most powerful lesson I learned during my fellowship came from the encouragement of our fellowship manager, Yolanda Gordon, who consistent reminded us to not give up. Even when the policies passed were very different from the ones we fought for, I was inspired by how our cohort stayed engaged, speaking at the Congress, reaching the media, and showing up in our communities to demand protections from healthcare, food assistance, and other essential services for everyone, everywhere. 

In my career as an equity driven professional and as someone who has implementing public health programs, it has been vital for me to learn through the RESULTS Fellowship had to have conversations, share data, and personal stories with our members of Congress to influence their decisions on policies and future funding that affect economically vulnerable populations who need help to stay afloat and live healthier, more purposeful lives. 

As I shared back in May, I will never forget how one congressional staff member thanked my local RESULTS volunteer group for educating them. On how continuing to protect global health policies and disease prevention efforts in other countries keeps us safer and healthier here in the United States. 

Thank you to Yolanda, RESULTS and all the fellows who served in the program this year, for sharing with me your stories, experiences, and providing us with the tools, knowledge, and a community that we will carry with us into our future mission driven work. 

Thank you all so much for joining us today. That concludes our October webinar. Please feel free to come off mute, wished each other a happy start of fall, and say goodbye. 

EVERYONE: 
Goodbye! 

Live captioning by AI-Media 
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      Live captioning by AI - Media      It's all yours Joanne.      Thanks,   Jos, everyone and thank you for joining us today for our October RESULTS National  Webinar.      DR JOANNE CARTER:    I'm Joanne Carter, Executive Director of RESULTS.      First I want to take a moment to express our support to fiercely committed RESULTS advocate  Randy Rosso, Randy I am so glad you are actually on the webinar today. I know you're facing a  major health challenge and I am so moved that your heart and your mind   on the work to end  poverty. We send you lots of love and healing.      As we start this webin ar, I feel a need to acknowledge the spike in political violence over the last  few months. As a network committed to using the political system to protect and enhance lives  and communities to drive an end to poverty and the oppression that holds it in plac e, this  violence has been both tragic and frightening. And the tragedy is compounded when it is used  to further divide us, and as an excuse to go after believed political enemies. I think our  nonpartisan work across the board goes Bactrim as constituents i s never been more important.  And we will continue to advocate for what we believe is right.      But I also want to acknowledge that for communities and identities actively targeted by the  administration, that advocacy and even every day life can feel precarious. And I say we stand  ready to support you, and stand together as a RESULTS community so tha t we can stay safe  and stand strong in the movement to end poverty.      We are going to talk more in detail in the webinar about the government shutdown. And even a s  many Members of Congress are pushing for action to protect and restore critical healthcare for  millions of people, we know that the shutdown itself brings more uncertainty in an already  difficult time. And we are monitoring the potential impacts on key p rograms like WIC, SNAP and  others. And again shut down impacts will touch many, but we know they disproportionally  impact so surviving poverty.      You are also going to hear more in the webinar about how even when so much harm is being  done, your work is ma king a difference in generating change. But I just wanted to take a  moment to share and a very specific way about how you are also generating hope.      We've talked previously about honestly the miracle that she pulled off this summer to have a  House Appropriations Committee stand strong and reject the president's proposed massive cuts  to global health and education for the budget for next year. Against t he odds. But most people  don't know about that.      Last week I was in New York City at the UN General assem bly, and I literally carried one piece  of paper, I have it wrinkled down, with me the whole week. It was a copy of the chart showing  how the administration had proposed either slashing or zeroing out global health, nutrition,  education, Delta House ignored   the White House and fully funded those programs. Again, for 

