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It is important in all our lobby meetings to connect with a member’s values (review our 

motivational interviewing training recordings to learn more). Right or left-leaning members 

may connect with certain arguments more than others. Use your best judgment as to which of 

the laser talks below would resonate best with your intended audience. For more talking 

points and background, see RESULTS CTC Background Memo. 

Prioritize the Child Tax Credit in End of Year Tax 

Legislation (for Progressive Audiences) 

Engage: In 2021, the expanded Child Tax Credit 

("CTC”) helped millions of families pay the bills 

and helped cut child poverty almost in half.  

Problem: Now, as families are facing higher 

costs for rent, food, and fuel, the expanded CTC 

has ended. As a result, child poverty has 

dramatically increased and 19 million children 

are no longer eligible for the full CTC benefit.  

Inform: The 2021 CTC expansion was the most 

significant investment in reducing child poverty 

in a generation. It was the main reason we saw a 

historic 46 percent reduction in child poverty in 

2021. Families used their CTC payments to buy 

food, pay rent, and cover utilities. [share your 

own experience and/or state data on the impact 

of losing the CTC]. As Congress considers their 

tax priorities for this year, they should prioritize 

families by expanding the CTC. 

Call to Action: In a divided congress, bipartisan 

support for expanding the CTC for the lowest-

income families must be a priority. Will you work 

with colleagues on both sides of the aisle to  

expand the CTC to all low-income families, with 

regular payments and no strings attached, in tax 

legislation this year? 
 

   NOTES 

 
 

https://results.org/resources/getting-unstuck-with-your-members-of-congress-using-motivational-interviewing-techniques
https://results.org/wp-content/uploads/2023-RESULTS-U.S.-Poverty-CTC-Policy-Brief.pdf
https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-tax/year-end-tax-policy-priority-expand-the-child-tax-credit-for-the-19-million
https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-tax/year-end-tax-policy-priority-expand-the-child-tax-credit-for-the-19-million
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2022/09/record-drop-in-child-poverty.html
https://www.cbpp.org/blog/9-in-10-families-with-low-incomes-are-using-child-tax-credits-to-pay-for-necessities-education
https://www.cbpp.org/blog/9-in-10-families-with-low-incomes-are-using-child-tax-credits-to-pay-for-necessities-education
https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-tax/year-end-tax-policy-priority-expand-the-child-tax-credit-for-the-19-million
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The Child Tax Credit Needs Broad Bipartisan Support 

(for Conservative Audiences) 

Engage: Since 1997, the Child Tax Credit (CTC) 

has helped millions of hardworking American 

families weather tough economic times, while 

also dramatically decreasing child poverty.    

Problem: Under current law, 19 million 

children live in homes who do not receive the 

full benefit of the CTC. Most of these children 

have parents who work full or part time in low-

wage jobs and disproportionately come from 

rural areas.  

Inform: The CTC is the most pro-family policy in 

a generation. [Share your own experience 

and/or state data on the impact of losing the 

CTC]. When the CTC reaches the lowest-income 

families and is paid monthly, it helps them stay 

housed, put healthy food on the table, and stay 

employed. Monthly payments put money back 

into the hands of American families when they 

need it most, monthly bill time. It also allows 

families to choose how best to use it, whether it 

was for monthly bills, their child’s education, or 

even starting small a business. 

Call to Action: Congress must prioritize 

effective policies that make families stronger 

and more prosperous. Will you work to expand 

the CTC to all children in low-income families 

and with regular payments in any tax legislation 

this year? 

 NOTES 

 

 

https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-tax/year-end-tax-policy-priority-expand-the-child-tax-credit-for-the-19-million
https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-tax/year-end-tax-policy-priority-expand-the-child-tax-credit-for-the-19-million
https://www.niskanencenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Measuring-the-Child-Tax-Credits-Economic-and-Community-Impact.pdf
https://www.niskanencenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Measuring-the-Child-Tax-Credits-Economic-and-Community-Impact.pdf
https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-tax/year-end-tax-policy-priority-expand-the-child-tax-credit-for-the-19-million
https://www.taxpolicycenter.org/publications/child-tax-credit-recipients-experienced-larger-decline-food-insecurity-and-similar/full
https://www.taxpolicycenter.org/publications/child-tax-credit-recipients-experienced-larger-decline-food-insecurity-and-similar/full
https://humanityforward.com/2022/02/the-monthly-child-tax-credit-gave-birth-to-new-entrepreneurs/

