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[Waiting for meeting to begin.]   

>>  DAVID PLASTERER:  Thank you for being here and for all you do.  I'm relatively new to RESULTS staff, a senior policy associate working on the United States poverty team and working on the CTC.  For the last 3 years, I've been a co-leader of the Indianapolis poverty group.  I've felt enriched joining monthly webinars.  It's an honor to present on a national webinar.  

I'd like to direct you to the anti-oppression values statement.  

[Reading from slide.]   

 [See chat.]  

Since starting with RESULTS, I've focused on the CTC and advocacy around that.  I started when we were all advocating heavily with democratic offices to include the CTC expansion and reconciliation.  When the reconciliation bill passed in August in the Inflation Reduction Act, it did not expand the CTC.  I share that disappointment with you.  

That doesn't mean we're out of options.  We have paths forward at the end of the year and will talk about that today with our guest.  It's important to note that that CTC if expanded as part of an end of the year tax package will definitely require 60 votes in the Senate and broad bipartisan support to become a reality.  

To build that support, I published "making the conservative case for the CTC" in a blog, outlining arguments to use with moderate and conservative policymakers.  We've incited an amazing advocate with a lot of experience advocating with GOP offices.  Barbra Saverino - [On screen.] - works tirelessly to advance policies for individuals and families to reduce policy.  I look forward to her insights into legislative advocacy.  We're excited that she can be here so you can to.  

Barbara and I will start the conversation.  Put questions in the chat for Q&A at the end.  Welcome Barbara.  

>>  BARBARA SAVERINO:  Good afternoon.  Thank you and Meredith.  I've worked with you both and extend my appreciation and acknowledge how you both rise to the occasion and are advocates.  I'm impressed with your thoughtfulness and partnership.  Thank you to all here for all you've done to support families and children to lift them out have poverty and move forward with the CTC, Earned Income Tax credit, etc.  I'm director of public policy at United Way Worldwide, headquarters to the United Way in the United States and globally.  We're in 96% of communities in the United States.  All organizations are local and make decisions on how they make investments, partner, and work done to advance the pillars of education, income, which some call economic mobility, and also health.  

I work to support the network to build capacity in outreach, education, and awareness in their community.  Then they join us and do visit locally in their district.  Some come to Hill days.  I don't get the opportunity to decry.  

For those familiar with the United Way, we partner and make community efforts to advance the work.  We of fund homeless shelters and community partners to advice education and equity.  When we include an advocacy component, we can create solutions and drive change to be even more impactful.  We won't fundraise our way out of challenges in our community.  That's why we're doing advocacy and public policy.  

Specifically for the CTC and Earned Income Tax Credit.  

[Kicked out of Zoom.]  [109 PM ET.]  

It helps them connect with local United Ways in joining for the expansion of these tax credits.  I think I talked about why the United Way is in this space.  We can talk for hours but have 30 minutes.  We're nonpartisan and work with both sides of the aisle.  Along with RESULTS, we belong to coalitions that have more organizations that address and work with our democratic partners or colleagues.  The United Way and other coalition partners come in, meeting with both Democratic and Republican offices.  

We rely on community partners and local boards, who usually support both sides.  That's another way to share stories, impact and why it's so important.  That's another way why we're involved in the space and how we as United Way can have conversations with republicans, democrats, their offices and staffers.  I want to stress that because we're nonpartisan or bipartisan and join with all in the community to advance our work.  

I should stop rambling.  I know we'll be talking about the upcoming opportunities that we see and what we should be doing now to prepare for them and messaging, as well.  

>>  DAVID PLASTERER:  Thank you for sharing that.  That was probably interesting for folks to hear.  Most people think of the United Way as the community chest providing funding to nonprofits helping provide for emergent needs and families.  It's interesting to hear about the federal advocacy part.  That's a lot of why I got involved in this.  I worked for a United Way agency and saw that policy changes need to happen.  That's what we're all here for.  

Later in the webinar, we'll discuss about finding your why and why you advocate.  It would be interesting to hear your why.  Why are you an advocate for antipoverty policies?  

>>  BARBARA SAVERINO:  I come from a family of service.  My dad passed but was a minister.  My mom was a nurse.  We saw the good and wanted to leave the world a better place.  I have a stepdaughter and large family.  We all have a role to play.  I was given the opportunity.  I also worked at a local United Way and a different nonprofit.  I saw opportunity with bringing people together and what we could do.  I've seen change.  

I am an antipoverty advocate because everyone should have the opportunity, especially with regards to the CTC and Earned Income Tax Credit.  Everyone should have the opportunity to provide for their families and succeed.  

>>  DAVID PLASTERER:  That's great.  Thank you.  Despite best efforts, the CTC didn't make it into reconciliation.  How do we see that in 2022, and what can we look for for the rest of the year?  

>>  BARBARA SAVERINO:  I wake up and think I know the answer, but things change.  This is the answer as of now.  There's always opportunity and need for us as advocates and concerned community members to share importance of the credits with our community and not just elected officials.  Have your message and the importance to your community.  

Answering your question, I believe we should be creating the message now, fine tuning it and being ready to go in October.  Members of Congress are going to be back in their community and district.  It gives opportunity with town halls and gathering.  RESULTS, volunteers and those here don't wait until the most pressing call and doing the vote to share why it's important.  It's another touch.  

I believe it will be after the election, the first week of November.  That's when things will start to move.  There are conversations happening now, where leadership is being asked to identify their top priorities.  We at United Way and RESULTS want the CTC and Earned Income Tax Credit to be one of those top 3.  That's what I'd say.  

As mentioned, the year end package going to be delightful because it's at the end of the year, after Thanksgiving and holiday time when everyone wants to take a break and spend time with family or celebrate.  The tax package will look at corporate tax credits that have expired or will be expiring.  The R&D Tax is one.  

At United Way, we're saying yes, our message may be a little different than RESULTS 's message or that of coalition partners, but invest in children, their families and corporations.  You can do both.  Now is time to do it at the end of the year at that tax package.  I think I answered that question.  

Make sure we're not waiting until then.  Right now, I'm reviewing our toolkit and messaging, looking at social media for those in the United Way able to move forward in that.  

This may bleed into the question about messaging and supporting or work with conservative members.  Consider Veteran's Day.  I'm looking at how the credits support all members of the community.  The military are people Members of Congress may not be thinking of.  Think about people who join that are younger and have young families.  They need the credits.  It's to share impact with their offices.  We look at how we get that to them.  That's another opportunity to begin that.  They're overlooked but an important part of the community and should be recognized.  

>>  DAVID PLASTERER:  Thank you for reminding us of that.  We have a bit of time left.  I'd love to hear about your work advocating with conservative offices.  What arguments have you made that have been helpful for you?  Tying that into Veteran's Day could be one.  That ties in with a subquestion about tailoring your message to your member.  There's a universe of conservative arguments.  It's about picking what's best to use with my member.  Talk about work around that.  

>>  BARBARA SAVERINO:  I need to know my audience.  When we're preparing the meetings, we go with our local representative.  It's a better meeting and conversation.  Have I talked to this individual before?  Have they expressed concerns?  Have I answered their questions?  Do I have a way to address that?  Are their concerns about spending?  Are they fiscally conservative?  Is it their belief in how credits are used?  Is there a way to move them?  

I try to get a feel for who they are, what motivates them and how they make decisions.  I do research.  What's their website, newsletters and been said about the credits?  Sometimes, they're talking to a specific audience.  When you have the conversation, you might find common ground, which it sounds like you're not going to get.  I do research.  Are they fiscally conservative?  Would a moral discussion, conversation or tone help?  Is it about the positive impact on local economy and data?  

Data is important.  Absolutely.  I know how important the research and homework is and followup.  Sometimes, I didn't have the answer and had to go back.  I live in Pennsylvania.  We've had conversations with Sen. Toomey about the CTC.  We worked tirelessly to try to move that.  I know it can be frustrating.  We wanted the credit to be done, and it's not where we wanted.  You wake up the next day and do it.  

What's worked is talking about the impact, economic impact, with data.  I'm not sure if you've shared the Niskanen Center's previous report by district or zip code.  It was wonderful and about the credit.  We used that to share local impact on main street business.  That resonated well.  In republican districts, that resonated.  

It strengthens families.  I sometimes use "families" versus "children."  It depends on conversations had with a member and knowing that strengthening families and having the ability of families to succeed, provide and make decisions and choices with their families for their children.  That resonated in supporting the CTC.  

We have an internal document where I've written some.  Frame by understanding that republicans are looking for pro-family and pro-work that's fiscally responsible.  We appreciate your interest, so can you tell us more about that?  Dig into it.  

We use the CTC was pro-work, helping people pay for childcare and other expenses so they could work.  We try to turn that and support our arguments.  It also helps with babysitters and not anecdotally.  We had stories to share.  

>>  DAVID PLASTERER:  We have 2 minutes left.  You're good.  A lot of what you shared is what I've been hearing as I've been doing research and listening to probably more conservative webinars in the last 3 months than in my life.  Those are things I'm hearing, as well.  Go ahead.  

>>  BARBARA SAVERINO:  Some of our conversations - and I don't know if it's just our network - were around perception that the credit was for individuals in big cities or urban folks.  We showed data that it supports rural communities, driving it home that it's for all.  It's the impact.  That was eye opening.  Sometimes, it's that our people don't get it, but they can.  

>>  DAVID PLASTERER:  Disproportionately so.  That came out in the Niskanen Center.  A lot of data and concepts Barbara's sharing are in the conservative message blog in sources.  Arguments are contained in that, as well.  This was a great preview.  I appreciate you spending your Saturday afternoon, sharing experience and insights.  What you shared will help make the case for expanding the CTC and bipartisan support.  Thank you very much.  

>>  BARBARA SAVERINO:  Thank you.  

>>  DAVID PLASTERER:  Thank you to everyone on the call.  I mentioned this in the blog.  The lobby reports you submit are incredibly important.  I read every one.  The information provided helps guide an effective legislative strategy so we know what's going on and who is saying what, helping develop resources shared, like laser talks, blogs and media actions.  

As a final note, I want to note that the next United States poverty policy form will have a deeper dive on concepts done today.  We'll go in depth to arguments.  It's a great chance if you're working with conservative offices and have specific questions about your member to come talk, research and do what we need to figure out what's most compelling as an argument for that.  That's September 22nd at 8:00.  

Thank you for your questions.  Sorry we didn't get to many.  We covered some through our conversation.  I'll turn it to Meredith for an action update.  Thanks.  

>>MEREDEITH DODSON:   Thank you for being on the call.  I'm on staff with RESULTS and based in Washington DC.  I so appreciate the work of Barbara and all friends in the United Way.  I feel like it's similar to RESULTS, engaging on a broad bipartisan basis to expand the CTC based on work that you, the United Way and in religious groups do.  

I want to talk about building that momentum to dramatically reduce child poverty with the CTC this year.  It's a really important time to build that momentum, looking ahead to a year-end package.  We need a steady drum beat of pressure on congress in the coming months.  

We urge you to use your experience with the CTC to talk with policymakers and staff.  Talk about what you've learned today.  Use talking points seen here.  

[On screen.]  

Be in communication directly with policymakers to prioritize the CTC in any year-end tax package.  It's critical that we coordinate with other RESULTS advocates so someone, likely the congressional point person for the office, is in touch with key tax aides in each office.  At the same time, we're getting folks involved in writing letters to policymakers, using the broader focus on outreach to get other folks engaged.  

Some may hear from us in the next few days about working with policymakers about priorities for 2022.  We hope you'll share feedback from congressional offices, following up on conversations already had this year.  

That's the key focus.  You'll also get more information about other actions to take.  

This is broader building awareness, getting to folks when campaigning, etc.  We have an opportunity this week to build awareness because the census bureau will release poverty data.  Look for information on amplifying that in local media and other resources on our website to make the most of this overall fall campaign.  We'll put links in the chat.  

That concludes our first opening 30 minutes of today's webinar.  I appreciate everyone and all of the great work you're doing.  I'm turning it over to Ken.  

>>KEN PATTERSON:   Welcome.  Happy Saturday.  I'm the director of grassroots impacts for RESULTS.  I want to see the CTC extended before the end of this year.  It will take all of us working on this plus engaging other people to take action.  We've structured our campaign accordingly.  

As you've heard on the August national webinar and recent grassroots communications, the top role for our 2022 campaigns is reaching out to friends, family, and community to take action and join RESULTS.  Doing outreach gives the best shot at passing an expanded CTC and 3 global bills, strengthening our reach for next year with a new congress.  

For today's grassroots cafe, I have 2 ideas to help with outreach.  One is importance of deep relationships across the network and using personal stories of why to recruit and engage people.  Let's start with relationships.  

People typically join RESULTS because they care about ending poverty.  People stay with RESULTS, including many of you, because of deep relationships with advocates across the network.  RESULTS is built on relationships with congress, staff and each other.  Relationships are at the core of what we do.  

It's not surprising that COVID-19 has been a challenging time for our advocacy network, going from meeting twice a month to often not at all.  Zoom is great for keeping in touch, but it's not in person.  It's easy to drift apart in space and time when not connected.  It's easy to have multiple conversations at the same time in a room.  We've lost the ability to connect in that way by not being in person.  

I bring this up to make us aware of the toll taken by COVID-19 on relationships and doing what we can to strengthen relationships and meet in person.  Relationships keep networks strong.  It also creates a warm, welcoming space for others to join when they see people in relationship with each other.  

Bruce Davidson is a group leader from Buffalo, New York who will talk about how he's engaged advocates in Buffalo.  

>>  BRUCE DAVIDSON:  Thank you for the opportunity to share.  I've been involved with RESULTS since 1982.  For the first 20 years, I was fairly effective in building groups in Torrance, California or New Jersey.  Then I moved to New York and was originally effective.  For the next 15 years, I felt I'd lost my effectiveness.  

I was brought up in the old RESULTS model.  We met twice a month and took action and had a national call.  That worked.  Then I found out about an opportunity a couple years ago with the University of Buffalo's semester break in January for independent study and putting on programs.  I connected the RESULTS office with Alicia Stromberg on an effort to engage UB students.  

One of the nice things that came out of COVID-19 is being able to Zoom to different people in a large way.  We put on presentations about RESULTS to UB students through their student outreach program.  Two years ago, seven students became part of RESULTS.  Not all stayed active in RESULTS.  Some did.  It's sowing seeds in the parable.  You throw seeds out.  Some blossom.  Some didn't.  You keep persistent about doing the work.  

I was talking to a partner last month.  One student hadn't been on conference calls on Saturdays.  We engaged about that.  She works.  I asked if she's aware that conference calls are available on the website.  She didn't know.  It's being flexible in opportunities that RESULTS has to really change the model of how we organize and do business.  

I put out emails and contact all students.  We have a meeting next week.  Some will come.  Some won't.  It varies every month.  It's a different model of how to be.  It's made a difference for me being involved in RESULTS to regenerate myself.  I'm 74 years old.  My partners are in their early 20s.  I'm old enough to be their grandparents, but I missed a couple generations.  I'm connected now, and it's exciting.  It's a renaissance for me to do this.  It's energizing to see a few students take the ball and run with it.  

They'll do actions, write letters to the editor that I'm not aware of, and contact representatives.   It's great to see them do that.  I'm indirectly involved.  It's neat.  It's not about what we cite.  We have the models.  I encourage people that have done this to not worry about the details.  There are tremendous staff.  Follow up if you don't know the issues.  You've got people that know that.  Be persistent.  

It's not what you say but how you say it.  It's being excited and passionate about the work that we do.  People get that.  It's contagious when you share that with others.  That's all I have to say.  

>>KEN PATTERSON:   Thank you so much for that.  Great insights on engaging new and younger folks in Buffalo.  Communication, regular meetings, flexibility in how people connect and taking action are key.  You talked about how inspiring it was to have meetings with Members of Congress and also taking action.  Fantastic example.  Thank you for helping us learn how to do this.  Thank you again, Bruce.  

That was relationships.  Let's go to the next big idea, using the why to engage others.  One of the greatest tools is inspiring others.  When you talk about why you do this, that's when folks get inspired.  Why are people working with RESULTS and advocating?  People are more likely to engage with you if you share why versus what you do.  

What you do isn't as inspiring.  Working with congress isn't that inspiring.  Why is attractive.  When you share your why, you talk about what makes you tick, engendering trust and communication with others.  Your why may inspire others to inquire further or get involved.  That's what we're working for in this season's outreach.  

You can find a new recruitment video on the website.  Hang on one second.  I'll share this video.   

[Video - full video available on RESULTS website.]  [Captioned.]  

>>KEN PATTERSON:   I don't know about all of you, but it's interesting to hear those folks speak and makes me want to learn more.  I care about what they care about.  They might be on to something to lead to meaningful change.  That's why our story of why is important.  We'll give you time today to think and articulate your why for doing what we do in RESULTS, which helps engage folks to become advocates and build relationships this fall.  

I want to give you structure in thinking about this.  Marshall Ganz from Harvard has created a model on creating action and taking others called public narrative, a leadership exercise to motivate other people to join in action on behalf of a shared purpose.  You heard that in the video.  

Public narrative has 3 parts.  It's the story of self, us and now.  

[Reading from slide.]   

If we take action together now, we can do something about the issue affecting all of us.  Those are the 3 parts of the public narrative model.  We'll focus on the top one, the story of self.  To articulate your why, think about 3 elements of your story.  This will help you articulate what your story is.  

First is a challenge, the core of our why.  We heard that in the video.  It's a personal experience and awareness of challenges that others are facing, a sense of unfairness and feeling that we need to do something.  

Because of the challenge, we make a choice, what you did because of the challenge.  What action did you take?  In all cases, one choice was to get involved with RESULTS.  The outcome describes what happens because of your choice.  I found my voice matters and I can influence elected officials.  Working with others can make change happen.  Describe your why in terms of challenge, choice and outcome.  I find this very helpful.  

I'm going to put you in breakout rooms.  Some people don't want to be in a breakout or talk to someone.  Be courageous, stay with us and build relationships.  We'll put you in breakouts.  This exercise will help you start your why.  

Here's what you'll do in the breakouts.  

[Reading from slide.]   

Appoint one person to km sure everyone gets a chance to speak.  I'll get rooms ready and ask you to opt in to the breakouts.  

[Host troubleshooting.]  

You'll see something on your screen to join a breakout room.  Do that once you see it.  We'll have about 10 minutes.  You should see something to join now.  Do that.  If you're on the phone, you'll automatically be put in a breakout.  You won't be left out.  Join your rooms.  You'll talk about the challenge, choice and outcome.  I'll put this in the chat and a broadcast.  We've got about 10 minutes.  

[Breakouts.]  

You should be able to join a breakout room.  Folks in the center room, go ahead and join your breakout rooms, please.  If you don't, that will leave some people without a room to join.  

For folks in the main room, let's ask you to talk about a challenge you faced that caused you to do something.  Feel free to unmute and share that.  Let me make sure you can unmute.  

>>  DAVID PLASTERER:  A lot of it was working for years at the Fathers and Family Center, like Barbara shared.  You see the challenges and nonprofits in local communities trying to help, but you realize how big the problem is.  It really does require some systemic change to really move the needle.  That was it for me, wanting to work at things from both sides.  Still providing immediate needs of services and also wanting to work on broader solutions, too.  

>>KEN PATTERSON:   This for that, David.  Anybody else?  

>>  SARAH LEONE:  Hi, Grace.  

>>PARTICIPANT:   I'm thinking way back to the beginning of when I joined RESULTS when my daughter was 3.  Now she's forty.  There are stories about when RESULTS stood for responsibility for ending starvation using legislation, turn tabbing and report.  Hunger was our biggest issue.  I remember about people being interviewed in Nepal.  Why are children dying?  Ghosts are taking our children.  

To me, it was flooring that people were losing their children through no fault of their own.  They love their children as much as anyone.  It's just the unfairness of it.  That's what got me interested particularly in global issues and making some impact in places where there wasn't even understanding that children would maybe be alive if there was more food.  I felt RESULTS was a good place to be.  It was a good family to join.  

>>KEN PATTERSON:   That hits on a lot of stuff that we talked about.  Who else?  Challenge, choice or outcome for you?  Feel free to unmute.  

>>  SARAH LEONE:  Go ahead, Yolanda.  

>>PARTICIPANT:   Thank you.  Sorry for not having the camera on.  For me, I found RESULTS at a particularly low point in my life.  I required SNAP and Medicaid.  I was receiving assistance with my rent through an income-based program and trying to go to college and finish my degree.  It wasn't because of interest or fascination with policy.  It was really necessity.  

I knew some things I heard at my first RESULTS conference.  I was living, breathing embodiment of those programs and wanted to make sure programs stuck around and that my representative and senators weren't just hearing information in a vacuum.  They heard from someone on the ground and experiencing all of the difficulties of accessing programs.  The more that I worked with RESULTS the more confident I got in what I was doing and the more often I wanted to speak to my representative and senators, ensuring that my children didn't grow up repeating the same cycle of poverty.  

>>KEN PATTERSON:   Thanks for that, Yolanda.  Anyone else want to share challenge, choice or outcome?  We've got a minute.  Feel free to unmute.  

>>PARTICIPANT:   What happened?  I went out of the meeting?  

>>JOS LINN:   That happened to me, too.  We're back in the room now.  Good to meet you.  

>>PARTICIPANT:   I don't want to run for offices.  I want to advocate and help promote the right person into office.  

>>KEN PATTERSON:   It's a good opportunity to do that around issues that you care about.  Find the right people during election season, bird dogging them and asking questions about the policies that make a difference for people.  

>>PARTICIPANT:   Thank you.  I love it.  

>>KEN PATTERSON:   Great.  The breakout rooms will be closed momentarily.  People are coming back.  Great.  I hope you had conversations.  I'll ask everyone to mute, please.  I want to thank everyone for taking time to talk with each other and to listen to each other in the breakout rooms.  I hope speaking with each other is a good way to build relationships and get in touch with your why or story of self.  

Spend more time after this webinar articulating your why.  People want to know what makes you tick and why you do this advocacy thing.  Create this tool for yourself, and use it because people want to know.  

Another note on doing outreach and speaking to people - people won't necessarily get it the first time.  Recruiting may involve many conversations.  They need time to reflect and hear about progress to become more interesting.  It's critical to continue asking them to join you.  

Mute any open lines, please.  

I have one point to make.  The moment you stop inviting someone is the moment RESULTS disappears for them.  They won't think about it unless you put it in front of them.  Think about them as far as remaining persistent.  

I want to share opportunities for this coming week that you can find in the weekly update.  I want to highlight a couple.  

[Reading from slide.]    

Our RESULTS board chair is a panelist for the 9/12 meeting.  

The 9/13 meeting builds on relational organizing.  

[Reading from slide.]    

In the grassroots anti-oppression survey, many wanted to know how to interrupt conversations where oppression was happening.  This is a great place to get those skills.  

A 9/17 social media workshop will look at using social media.  Thank you to everyone for being here today.  I'll hand this to Joanne Carter for the global section of this webinar.  Are you there?  

>>JOANNE CARTER:   I am.  Thanks a lot.  I'm Executive Director of RESULTS and based in Washington DC.  

[Background noise.]   

It's great to be with everyone and in the breakout.  It was inspiring.  I'm excited to facilitate our global section this month.  I greatly appreciate that many of you have already been in action on the important new global tuberculosis legislation – well named: The End TB Now Act. It’s one
of three landmark bills focused on greater impact and equity in global
poverty programs, which we hope to get passed into law this year.

As I said last month, you started the year securing record-high U.S.
government funding for the fight against global poverty, including close to a $100 million boost for global TB funding proposed in the House (though
none of this is final, yet.) And if we can build even more power with new
people coming into RESULTS, we can close the year making sure that
funding gets put to the best possible use, with equity at the center with
this legislation.

But before we get into a deeper discussion of TB – I just want to take a
moment on the Global Fund. As many of you know, we’ve spent all year
building support for the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and malaria, the most powerful mechanism we have against these diseases. And in a
week and a half, world leaders will gather in NY City to make new funding pledges. We won’t know until the pledges are tallied, but all signs point to us being on track for the biggest investment in these three diseases [inaudible] history. Pushing toward an $18 billion goal that will support partners around the world to save 20 million lives.

The White House already announced its pledge earlier this year – and in
these last few weeks, we saw Japan and then Germany both announce
huge boosts to their pledges. And with our partners we are working right
down to the final moment to get other donors to do the same—Canada, France, Italy, Australia and more.

And yesterday morning over 100 advocates from a dozen countries across sub-Saharan Africa came together for a final advocacy sprint – aimed both
at donors and their own governments. 

Our special guest speaker who we’ll hear from in a moment has been part
of a major push this week in Canada and also work in Germany.  

And with the U.S. acting as host for the pledging summit, we are sitting down every week with the State Department to help make these pledges a
Reality.

I wanted to give you that update.  But what I really want to get across is that none of this would be happening if we hadn’t first pushed the U.S. to host the summit, and to step up with a landmark $6 billion matching commitment earlier this year. That set the bar high for every country and also means that as the world’s governments are debating their contributions – they not only know the tremendous impact of the Global Fund, but if they step up, that the U.S. will match their contributions with a dollar from the U.S. with every 2 from others. And if they don’t step up, they know they’ll be leaving that money on the table. 

You got well over 100 members of Congress writing to the White House to
make this happen. Then close to 200 more members fighting to secure it in
the latest spending bill. So as we push toward this global target in these next two weeks, I hope
you will remember your own role in making it possible. Thanks.  

And now I am really pleased and honored to welcome our guest speaker
on TB and the Global Fund, Aaron Sunday. Aaron is a public health specialist, speaker, activist and researcher
working at the local, national, regional, and global level. He is a passionate
and powerful advocate for HIV and sexual and reproductive health for adolescents and young people, particularly young women and other young key populations. Aaron has also been a key advocate for the Global
Fund—helping push governments from Canada to Germany to step up
boldly.  He currently serves as the Executive Director of African Network of
Adolescents and Young Persons Development (ANAYD). He is part of the
Developing Countries NGO Delegation to the Global Fund Board, and also the Youth Member-Advisory Group on Regional Humanitarian Issues for
UNAIDS West and Central Africa. He was recognized in 2021 by the AIDS
Vaccine Advocacy Coalition Falobi award that honors individuals who have shown leadership and commitment to HIV prevention research advocacy,
and inspired others to action.  That's a great description of Aaron.  

Aaron, online with us today are grassroots advocates from all across the
U.S. And I know you’ve done really powerful youth organizing and
advocacy – so I wanted to mention in particular the many advocates online
today who are a part of our RESULTS Fellowship for young leaders.

I'll take a few questions as time allows.  Aaron, We’d love to have time for a few questions, but first, I invite you to share
some brief opening remarks and perspective – particularly around
tuberculosis as we push for new legislation and funding, as well as for the
Global Fund: the human consequences of TB, how Covid had impacted TB and all of these diseases.  Aaron, welcome.  

>>  AARON SUNDAY:  This is my first time engaging with RESULTS, a family that I hope to be in.  I like to reflect on my own self, being a TB survivor.  If we don't know the impact of TB on the individual, it will be difficult for us to see results in the health system and in being responsive to TB patients.  

I was diagnosed with TB and remembered that was the worst period of my life.  I was stigmatized, discriminated and isolated.  I couldn't connect with everyone.  As a young boy of 14, it was like the world should just end since I couldn't find my place with everyone.  I can't eat or drink with people because my plate and cup are different, and I'm in a different room.  There were complications, also being diagnosed with HIV.  It was quite a moment.  

I'll just say that it takes consistent psychosocial support that from the Global Fund that got medication.  I'm a TB survivor to advocate toward global policies and resource mobilizing.  During COVID-19, it came and a lot of attention was shifted to COVID-19, missing TB diagnoses.  Healthcare workers and laboratories for TB were deployed for COVID-19 because of similar symptoms.  Individuals that are TB reactive found it difficult to find a facility because of diagnosis with COVID-19.  Stigma and discrimination was there.  Human rights issues were also there.  

It affected optimization and optimal services by TB survivors.  You'll agree that we have over 1.4 million people that died of TB.  COVID-19 came in at this period and caused a lot of individuals to be unable to diagnosed and treatment, also getting COVID-19 and surviving.  Resources were diverted to COVID-19.  Resources in TB cases was not effectively and readily available because COVID-19 was also there.  

Despite this impact, a lot of effort by Global Fund and other donors was initiated and mitigated.  DSD was also deployed to make sure individuals that couldn't go to facilities and access services from homes were identified to do that, which was able to see some rapid increase in terms of stabilizing and ensuring that people were also treated.  

I think COVID-19 was a lesson for all.  For us to do better, we need to improve access to quality diagnosis for TB and ensure that treatment is readily available and appropriately for TB reactive patients.  Also, we need to scale up prevention of TB.  Prevention is always closing the tap.  If you don't prevent them, we open the tap.  One person living with TB will likely give it to 15 people.  If we don't find and prevent cases, TB will continue to be a health pandemic that gains more attention and effort toward it.  

Like AIDS 10 years ago, more needs to be done.  COVID-19 came in the financial intermediatory form.  There's a large funding portfolio to address health systems.  We are hopeful that TB-related equipment at the facility will be procured, machines, test kits, etc. Also, human resources.  We want to make sure that we find those not yet found and place them on treatment.  Let me stop there for now.  

>>JOANNE CARTER:   That was great.  Please keep your camera on.  We'd love to see you.  I appreciate you sharing your personal experience and not only your strength in the face of that but the impact of illness, stigma and isolation, to make sure we fight it.  This is also a human rights issue.  They deserve adequate treatment, etc.  

If you have questions, put it in the chat.  I'll start with one question.  In addition to Global Fund funding, we're trying to get the United States government to massively increase its own funding in TB efforts.  They want to spend money on community services and not in Washington DC or in the United States but spend it for countries and community-based services.  I'd love to have you say a word from your own perspective.  You've done this work from the local to global level.  Why make that investment not just to countries but communities?  Why does that matter so much?  We have other questions in the chat.  

>>  AARON SUNDAY:  Thank you very much.  The majority of health related issues is not mostly found within the city or urban settings.  Mostly, they're in the rural population.  Investing in community is not because we are trying to make a case.  This is the reality and where most of the problem lies.  This is a setting where individuals cannot afford their right, power and ability to obtain services the way they want, quality services.  They're not capitally empowered to access services.  

Taking services to communities protects the urban cities from being affected with the same issue.  For instance, take COVID-19.  When COVID-19 started, there was an impression that it's for the rich people.  Only people are rich get COVID-19.  People will ask how someone in the village gets COVID-19 when they don't travel out of the country.  This is a misconception that's always there.  

We have to make sure we're at the center, driving forces and implementation and service provision.  Nobody knows the community better than the community itself.  Our health systems, unlike developing countries, like Africa, where I'm from, they're not equipped.  There aren't human services there.  There are stockholders as commodities.  This is the only place where people go to access services.  

I believe United States investment in the community isn't just in money.  We're trying to make sure people that have died because they can't access services are saved and safe.  If there was no outreach within my village for me to be tested, I wouldn't have known that I'm HIV positive or TB diagnosed.  Because of services, the investment came to the community.  It has saved lives and individuals like myself today.  You can see why we're advocating for more resources to strengthen community systems.  Thank you.  

>>JOANNE CARTER:   We have a couple questions.  Is COVID-19 still affecting TB services?  What is needed, more resources, healthcare workers or diagnostic tools?  In prevention, what critical steps need to be taken now?  

>>  AARON SUNDAY:  For COVID-19, we can say we've seen countries open up.  They're going back to normalcy.  That's not the same everywhere in not developed countries and sub-Saharan Africa.  In 2020 - 2021 from the Global Fund perspective, over 300 machines have been procured and distributed to support TB related services.  We've seen significant improvement.  I still believe there are countries struggling to merge COVID-19 and TB, especially countries that are not financed by Global Fund.  There's a country that the government is not responsible for in financing.  I can say there's a significant improvement.  

Regarding prevention for drug resistance, we're making sure individuals are put on oral regimens, which will help.  We can do more around that.  The thing with prevention most times is people need to know what TB is.  What are ways of contracting TB, and how can I optimize service when I see signs and symptoms visibly?  Ignorance has been a major issue.  We need to do more around information, creating knowledge and awareness around TB, new mechanisms in place, and tools developed over the years to achieve more on TB.  

If you do that, definitely the facility level.  We should make sure equipment, tools and human resources are procured.  We need to put community at the center, you know?  We need to make sure community is driving this process.  That's the only way.  People will have come to facility.  Utilize the community platform and structure.  They look for services and where they're able to bring them.  They need to be initiated.  

>>JOANNE CARTER:   Could the Global Fund and other United States or domestic fund address stigma?  You mentioned that's important where you were getting treated.  Anything to say about that?  

>>  AARON SUNDAY:  During my time, I don't think the government did work against stigma.  Global Fund and within the context of a community agenda, they are doing work to address stigma.  Breaking Down Barriers, a project the Global Fund was doing, looked at identifying policies in the uptick of services and among young people, seeing policy review of guidelines.  

Based on the way the Global Fund is structured, it's just a funding mechanism.  The government drives changes.  In Nigeria, we have the antistigma and antidiscrimination act against people with HIV.  If you discriminate or stigmatize and that person takes it to the court, the individual will be penalized.  People have had to pay ransom for doing that.  I can see there's still not enough enforcement.  Not everyone is aware of such act.  This is Nigeria.  How many countries have that in place?  

Within Global Fund context, there's an agenda and amazing working around that.  Some of these are government policies for change.  We'll still get there.  We're not yet there.  Thank you.  

>>JOANNE CARTER:   We're just about at time.  Can you end with a couple of words on the organizing done with young leaders.  Speak to all of the young leaders on the cutting edge and leading our work in the United States and why organizing of young leaders is critical to the movement and outcomes that we want in the world, leading the movement not just in the future but now?  

>>  AARON SUNDAY:  Thank you very much.  When I was growing up, they told us that we're the leaders of tomorrow.  I realized we're the leaders of today.  Young people are full of energy, strength, zeal, charisma, etc.  If we can harness this youthful age that we are, it will also be of benefit not just for the country, development group or public health group but for everyone.  It's very important that we take a leadership role.  

Most issues that HIV, TB and malaria find young people the most impacted.  The HIV incident is mostly young singles and women in some places.  Issues that haven't previously been an issue now affect them.  We have the energy.  This is the moment to engage.  We're at the forefront.  Nobody can solve our own problem.  If we don't get us in decisionmaking spaces, nobody can speak about issues for us.  If you don't enroll us in issues identified in terms of programs and implementation, nobody will do that.  

The older generation will only do it based on the knowledge they think about but not with reality of the current context that young people are facing.  Take the role seriously.  I didn't realize the issue of the millions of people affected by HIV.  I graduated from grassroots to state, national, regional and global levels.  It's important that young people take leadership.  These issues affect us more.  We need to care for the older generation while strong and healthy.  Thank you.  

>>JOANNE CARTER:   Thank you so much for being with us.  It's an honor to partner in this work.  I look forward to continuing to work with you and create the world that we're both connected to.  Wonderful to have you on.  

>>  AARON SUNDAY:  Thank you very much.  

>>JOANNE CARTER:   Over to Ken.  

>>KEN PATTERSON:   Thanks, Joanne.  I appreciate that.  Thank you so much, Aaron and both of you, for the powerful discussion and call to action around TB.  I want to talk about how we should direct our energy for the coming weeks to pass and the 3 global bills that we're working on.  

As a reminder, the 3 bills for the fall campaign have a goal of passing in the weeks in the coming year.  These will require the greatest effort to get them down the road.  The Global Malnutrition Prevention and Treatment Act passed HR4693.  The Senate and foreign relations committee passed through the Senate foreign relations committee.  It's been put on a queue for noncontroversial bills and is awaiting consent.  It doesn't make sense to ask for cosponsorship.  There may be a moment for action down the road, but none is needed at the moment.  

The education bill needs Senate cosponsors.  Continue to make those requests.  A scorecard is on our website.  There are only 9 in the Senate.  We need more republicans and democrats to move that forward in the Senate.  There's no action in the House because it passed on the foreign affairs committee.  We'll let you know if something comes up.  

On TB bills, we have a lot of work to do.  There's lots to do in TB in general in the world.  Deaths have gone up for the first time in 10 years.  We're off track on our goals to end TB.  95% of TB cases and deaths are due to an equity issue.  People in poverty of left behind.  We have to do better.  The Stop TB Now Act is important.  

[230 PM ET.]  

We should be able to gain bipartisan report due to support in the past.  

There are a lot of tools for you.  

[On screen.] 

Ask senators and representatives to cosponsor the bill.  Ask others to join you in taking action.  Use the September Action Sheet.  We have a guide for leading a meeting to write letters or call Members of Congress.  You can ask to speak to a rotary club, high school or college class or faith community to run a meeting.  Ask them to write letters and make calls.  That makes a big difference moving forward.  

That's the key call to action.  By the end of September, we'd like 10 senators and 40 representatives on the End TB Now Act.  There's some work to do there.  

I want to do a quick poll to see who is on the webinar.  

[On screen.] 

Let us know how many people are in the room, including yourself.  Fill that out.  I also want to thank you for your partnership in this amazing advocacy that we do.  Let's build relationships and engage in action, making our networks stronger and passing the CTC and 3 global bills.  Thank you, all.  Have a great weekend.  

I'll let you unmute and say have a great weekend, everybody.  

[Crosstalk.]   

[Greetings all around.]  

>>KEN PATTERSON:   Peace out, all.  Have a great weekend.  

[End of meeting.]   [233 PM ET.]  




