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Global Education Policy Overview 

 

The U.S. must raise its hand for global 

education with a bold $1 billion pledge 

The school day routine plays out daily around the globe — parents helping their kids get 

dressed, kids giving their parents one last hug before stepping out the door, and parents 

heading off for work. 

When COVID-19 struck, this familiar schedule abruptly stopped. At one point, almost every 

child on the planet was out of school and every parent was left to figure out a new daily 

reality. For many, this marked a transition to online or hybrid learning. But for many other 

children facing poverty, isolation, or pushed to the margins, it has meant no school at all. 

The education crisis brought on by COVID-19 threatens the historic progress made by 

communities globally to get millions more children in school. And the pandemic only 

worsens ongoing disparities in global education; decades of colonialism, resource 

extraction, and unjust global lending policies have created enormous barriers to education 

in dozens of lower-income countries. 

Urgent action is needed now to ensure the current education crisis does not turn 

into a permanent catastrophe for an entire generation.   

Countries themselves provide the overwhelming majority of education financing — with 

the Global Partnership for Education (GPE) bringing together international donors to fill key 

remaining gaps. As the only international fund of its kind, GPE has spent nearly 20 years 

helping governments invest in innovative solutions to get all girls and boys in school and 

learning. Its track record speaks for itself: Since 2002, 160 million more children have 

attended school with GPE support. 

To build on this success, GPE and its partners have a bold plan to support up to 90 lower-

income countries and territories in transforming their education systems. This summer, the 

governments of Kenya and the UK are bringing global leaders together to help fund this $5 

billion plan. 

With full funding from 2021-2025, GPE and its partners will support schooling for 175 

million more children. Education is about both getting children into the classroom and 

making sure they can learn and learn well once they get there. GPE supports both. 



Ambitious funding will help ‘build back better’ from the pandemic and support 

communities to deliver quality learning for those who might otherwise be left behind. 

The stakes have never been higher for the U.S. to show a new level of commitment on 

global education. At the GPE replenishment conference in July, we call on the White House 

to make a $US 1 billion five-year commitment. At this critical moment in global history, a 

bold pledge will show that the U.S. is committed to working hand-in-hand with the global 

community to ensure every child can achieve their dreams and reach their potential.    

 

 

The value of a quality education 

Quality education is the right of every child. When children can learn, and learn well, they 

have keys to a more just, prosperous, and equal future.  

Evidence shows that quality education is linked to other broader social benefits — 

from poverty reduction to health improvements, gender equality, economic development, 

and more. For example, a girl with access to quality education can earn more income over 

her lifetime. She will be more likely to vote in elections. Her household is more likely to be 

https://en.unesco.org/news/world-poverty-could-be-cut-half-if-all-adults-completed-secondary-education
https://archpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13690-020-00402-5
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000373718/PDF/373718eng.pdf.multi
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/28340


healthier, with more nutritious food on the table and access to quality healthcare. And her 

children are more likely to go to school — paying the benefits of education forward to 

future generations. 

 

The state of global education: The stakes have never been 

higher 

The turn of the millennium ushered in an era of tremendous progress on global education. 

Many countries abolished school fees, invested in school infrastructure, trained teachers, 

and worked to improve gender equity. 

The impact of this investment is clear: Throughout the 21st century, more children than 

ever before entered a classroom. But this progress is under increasing threat from the 

COVID-19 pandemic, and continued gaps in education access and quality. 

• COVID-19: Even the strongest education systems have reeled from the school 

closures, social disruptions, and economic losses wrought by the global pandemic. 

At its peak, the number of children out of school ballooned to 1.6 billion — about a 

six-fold increase from the start of the pandemic. And many more are at risk of 

falling behind or permanently stopping their education. Due to the pandemic, the 

number of out-of-school children could grow substantially for the first time in 

decades, while stretched national budgets could hinder education quality. 

• Conflict: Even before the pandemic, more than 75 million children in crisis and 

conflict-affected countries needed support to access a good quality education. 

These children are twice as likely to be out of school compared with their peers in 

other countries. 

• Entrenched global inequities and the legacy of colonialism: It’s no coincidence 

that the overwhelming majority of out-of-school children live in countries grappling 

with the lasting consequences of slavery and colonialism, as well as the ongoing 

extraction of natural resources by wealthier countries. Harmful structural 

adjustment policies mandated by global financing institutions in the 1980s also 

drive continued inequalities in education and other public goods. 

Key point: Quality education is a human right with benefits that go far beyond 

learning. When children can learn, and learn well, they have keys to a more just, 

prosperous, and equal future. 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/28340
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/28340
https://www.savethechildren.org/content/dam/usa/reports/ed-cp/save-our-education-report.pdf
https://www.savethechildren.org/content/dam/usa/reports/ed-cp/save-our-education-report.pdf
https://www.savethechildren.org/content/dam/usa/reports/ed-cp/save-our-education-report.pdf
https://www.globalpartnership.org/sites/default/files/document/file/gpe-case-for-investment-full-en.pdf
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/28340


• Unequal access: Even within countries, access and quality of education are still 

highly unequal. There is a major gap between school enrolment and completion 

rates among children in rural and urban areas, as well as among children in the 

lowest-income and highest-income households. And there is the gender gap, with 

girls completing school at lower rates than boys. 

The stakes have clearly never been higher to get children in school. Yet evidence shows 

that even when children are present in the classroom, many are not receiving quality 

education. This learning poverty is an inequality starkly laid out in two parallel statistics: 

Nine out of 10 children in the world's lowest-income countries cannot read a basic story by 

the age 10 — but the inverse is true in high-income countries, where 9 out of 10 

children can. And many of the same drivers of inequity in access are driving inequity in 

education quality. 

 

The Global Partnership for Education: The right 

mechanism for this moment 

Despite enormous challenges — from the COVID-19 pandemic to the legacy of colonialism, 

to deepening inequalities — governments in lower-income countries are leading the way 

on education. They have prioritized the investments needed to help more children receive 

a quality education, and the global community should do more to back them up. 

The Global Partnership for Education (GPE) is the only global partnership and fund 

dedicated solely to quality education in lower-income countries. For nearly 20 years, GPE 

has helped get more girls and boys in school and learning. Its partner countries are home 

to 82 percent of the world’s out of school children. 

Why we believe the U.S. should support funding for GPE: 

GPE has a strong track record of success. Since 2002, GPE has mobilized funding and 

partnerships to support countries to get 160 million more children in school — more than 

half of whom are girls. In GPE partner countries, primary enrollment for girls has more 

than doubled. And in almost three-quarters of partner countries, girls are completing 

school at equal rates as boys. 

Key point: Progress on education is increasingly under threat from the COVID-19 

pandemic, conflict, and longstanding global inequity in education access and quality. 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/28340
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/oct/18/up-to-90-of-10-year-olds-in-worlds-poorest-countries-struggle-to-read#:~:text=Nine%20out%20of%2010%20children,so%20by%20the%20same%20age.&text=In%20low%2D%20and%20middle%2Dincome,poorest%20nations%20it%20is%2090%25.
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/oct/18/up-to-90-of-10-year-olds-in-worlds-poorest-countries-struggle-to-read#:~:text=Nine%20out%20of%2010%20children,so%20by%20the%20same%20age.&text=In%20low%2D%20and%20middle%2Dincome,poorest%20nations%20it%20is%2090%25.
https://www.globalpartnership.org/sites/default/files/document/file/2020-10-GPE-summary-case-for-investment.pdf


GPE is on the frontlines of the current education crisis. As the pandemic wreaks havoc 

on school systems around the world, GPE has mobilized its largest-ever emergency 

response — becoming the largest provider of education grants in the COVID-19 response. 

GPE has distributed $500 million to help partner countries reopen schools safely or 

enhance remote learning. As a result, 355 million children have been able to continue their 

education. GPE is also working in countries with the greatest need. In 2019, 76% of GPE 

funding went to countries affected by conflict and fragility. 

GPE channels global funds to local-led strategies for education quality. Even in the 

lowest-income countries, education is overwhelmingly funded by national governments. 

Although GPE funding represents only a small proportion of national education budgets, it 

provides a critical boost to the discretionary financing available for governments to 

transform their education systems for the future. When existing government budgets are 

stretched by maintaining schools and paying teachers, GPE funding helps cover essential 

work to promote special needs and inclusive education, reach marginalized communities 

such as refugees, and create more culturally appropriate textbooks. 

GPE shows the value of a multilateral and inclusive approach. National education 

groups — which not only include government officials, but also teachers, unions, and civil 

society — work together to develop and implement national plans for GPE funding. GPE’s 

approach isn’t one-size-fits-all: funding is driven by what communities want and need, and 

what’s proven to work. This approach ensures outside investments support strategies that 

work best in each specific context and can actually have a positive impact. And as a 

multilateral institution, GPE can respond to the specific needs and context of partner 

countries without national political constraints. 

 

Investing now to transform global education for the 

future 

GPE must raise at least US$5 billion for 2021-2025 to fund country plans to transform 

education systems for more than 1 billion children. You can read the full investment 

case here. 

Key point: In this high-stakes moment for global education, GPE is the right 

mechanism for donors like the United States to play their part in transforming 

education. 

 

https://www.globalpartnership.org/financing-2025/case-for-investment


With full funding, GPE can ‘build back better’ from the pandemic and support communities 

to deliver quality learning for the furthest behind.  A $US 5 billion replenishment will boost 

the discretionary education spending of partner countries by nearly a third, enabling them 

to deliver quality education for more children and transform their education systems for 

the future. 

 

GPE leverages both the power of partnership and catalytic funding to deliver impacts that 

go far beyond its direct investment. A fully funded GPE from 2021-2025 will: 

• Get 88 million more children into classrooms than would otherwise be possible. 

• Enable 175 million girls and boys to learn. 

• Reach 140 million students with professionally trained teachers. 

• Save $16 billion through more efficient education spending. 

• Leverage an additional $3 billion in donor funding through innovative financing 

tools. 

From reduced poverty, to improved gender equality, to more peaceful and resilient 

communities, the ripple effects of a $US 5 billion investment in GPE will benefit 

communities for generations to come. GPE estimates that its investments over the next five 

years will add $164 billion to partner country economies, lift 18 million people out of 

poverty, and prevent 2 million girls from being forced into child marriage. 

The cost of inaction if we do not meet this moment is high. Without the additional 

efforts and resources leveraged by GPE, partner countries will lose a vital opportunity to 

accelerate progress in learning. Thirty-three million children, half of them girls, could lose 

the chance to learn to read. And the COVID-19 crisis could become a permanent 

catastrophe for children’s education. 



Focus on: Girls' education 

Since 2002, GPE has supported partner countries to enroll an additional 82 million girls in 

school, including 39 million girls living through crises and conflict. In Afghanistan, GPE 

supported recruitment, training, and support for women to become teachers, with girls' 

enrollment steadily increasing in turn. And in several countries, GPE's COVID-19 support is 

specifically focused on helping prevent gender-based violence during the pandemic. 

The gender gap in global education is shrinking – primary enrollment rates for girls has 

more than doubled and, in many places, girls are increasingly completing school at equal 

rates as boys. But the COVID-19 pandemic is throwing this progress into question. Girls 

who are now out of school may have been forced into marriage or become pregnant or 

both – throwing up roadblocks for their return. With its next five-year plan, GPE estimates 

that it can reach 46 million girls and that 2 million girls will ultimately be kept out of child 

marriages. 

 

Afghanistan 

"I would like to become a 

teacher one day and return 

to my hometown to enroll 

girls in school." 

– Wasilla (student) 

Read the Afghanistan 

case study 

 

Sierra Leone 

“For the most part, we were able 

to have the best results that 

year. That was an indication 

that with the right teacher, in 

the proper setting, learning 

could take place and the quality 

would improve.” 

– Michael Duff, 

Education Radio Manager, 

Freetown 

Read the Sierra Leone case 

study 

 

Nepal 

“We thought, ‘Who will look 

after the children and the 

goats?’ We needed our 

daughter to stay home and 

help with the work around 

the house.” 

– Barsha's mother 

Read the Nepal case study 

 

https://www.globalpartnership.org/results/stories-of-change/afghanistan-reaching-most-vulnerable-children-especially-girls-through
https://www.globalpartnership.org/results/stories-of-change/afghanistan-reaching-most-vulnerable-children-especially-girls-through
https://www.globalpartnership.org/results/stories-of-change/sierra-leone-power-great-teaching-times-crisis
https://www.globalpartnership.org/results/stories-of-change/sierra-leone-power-great-teaching-times-crisis
https://www.globalpartnership.org/results/stories-of-change/nepal-reaching-most-disadvantaged-children-education


What the U.S. can do: A bold $1 billion pledge 

After years of pulling back and looking inward, the role of the U.S. in the global community 

is uncertain. President Biden must show the world that the U.S. is committed to working 

hand-in-hand with other countries to tackle our toughest collective challenges. 

We know that education is the foundation of just, inclusive, and prosperous societies. Yet 

the U.S. has historically lagged in its contributions to GPE, falling well behind other donors 

with economies that are only a fraction of its size. 

In June, President Biden will join other heads of state at the G7 Leaders’ Summit, where he 

should help make sure GPE is a shared top priority. The GPE replenishment summit will 

then take place on July 28-29, 2021, co-hosted by UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson and 

President of Kenya, Uhuru Kenyatta. 

The conference offers an opportunity to establish the U.S. as a leader in global education 

and to show the world that we are committed to working in partnership to create a better 

world for all. 

The White House must come to the table with a $US 1 billion commitment over five 

years — a historic pledge that would double the country’s current support to GPE. At 

this perilous moment in our shared history, the U.S. must stand up as both leader 

and partner to secure the future of the world’s children. 

RESULTS’ Request and Funding History 

Congress sets funding levels for global programs during the appropriations process. This 

funding can support health, education, nutrition, and economic opportunity for families 

around the world. As members of Congress submit annual personal appropriations 

requests forms, they should protect critical funding for anti-poverty programs in the 

International Affairs account. 

They should specifically ask to improve access to education by requesting funding within 

Development Assistance in the State and Foreign Operations Appropriations bill for Basic 

Education, which includes $150 million for the Global Partnership for Education. 

  

https://www.globalpartnership.org/news/uk-and-kenya-host-major-education-summit-2021
https://results.org/resources/government-funding-cheat-sheet/


To do so, please submit a formal appropriations request form for Basic Education and GPE 

to Senators Coons and Graham or Representatives Lee and Rogers as Chairs and Ranking 

Members of the State and Foreign Operations Subcommittees of Appropriations. Contact 

RESULTS staff Crickett Nicovich for support: cnicovich@results.org. 

Fiscal year FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2021 

RESULTS 

FY 2022 

Request 

Global 

Partnership for 

Education 

$87.5 million $90 million $100 million $125 million $150 million 

Basic Education $800 million $800 million $875 million $950 million $1.1 billion 

 

**Unless otherwise linked, all data and statistics are from the GPE Case for Investment. 
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mailto:cnicovich@results.org
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