
July 2019 RESULTS U.S. Poverty National Webinar

Poverty and Tax Policy: A Lay of the Land

Login at: https://results.zoom.us/j/873308801 or dial (929) 436-2866 or (669) 900-

6833, Meeting ID: 873 308 801.

https://results.zoom.us/j/873308801


Welcome from Joanne Carter

Executive Director, RESULTS

RESULTS U.S. Poverty National Webinar
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Affordable Housing Crisis

Since 1960, renter's 

incomes have gone 

up by 5% while 

rental cost has 

gone up by 61%.

72.5% of extremely low-income 

renters are severely cost 

burdened, meaning they spend 

more than half their income on 

housing

Meredith Dodson

mdodson@results.org

3

mailto:mdodson@results.org


Rental Tax Credits Will Reduce Poverty

We must address this housing 
crisis -- and we can begin to do so 
by shifting tax resources to 
support a “Renters Tax Credit” for 
low- and moderate-income 
renters. Several policymakers have 
introduced legislation that does 
this (H.R. 2169 and S. 1106, H.R. 
7050 and S. 3342 in the last 
Congress). 

TAKE ACTION: 
https://tinyurl.com/RESULTShousi
ng
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https://tinyurl.com/RESULTShousing
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Mackenzie Aime 

maime@results.org

Share of Renters with Cost Burdens

RESULTS U.S. Poverty National Webinar

mailto:mdodson@results.org
mailto:mdodson@results.org


The Low-Rent Stock Has Shrunk by Four 

Million Units Since 2011

RESULTS U.S. Poverty National Webinar
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Affordable Housing Crisis
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Cost-burdened Renters Have Less Ability to 

Gain Wealth

RESULTS U.S. Poverty National Webinar

8



Disproportionate Impact of Rental 

Costs 
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Major Federal Rental Assistance 

Programs

Housing assistance programs lifted 

2.9 million people above the federal 

poverty line in 2017 

But only one in four who need 

assistance receive it 
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https://www.census.gov/content/census/en/library/publications/2018/demo/p60-265.html


Renter Needs Outpace Homeowners but 

Homeowners Receive More Assistance
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One Solution: Renters Tax Credits
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https://nlihc.org/sites/default/files/Renters-Tax-Credit.pdf


Rental Tax Credits Will Reduce Poverty
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Housing and Racial Wealth Inequality
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RESULTS U.S. Poverty National Webinar

Shannon Mendez-Silva

RESULTS EYA Summer Intern
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RESULTS U.S. Poverty National Webinar

The 2019 Conference starts in just 10 days!

There’s still time for your last minute registration at 

www.resultsconference.org!

http://www.resultsconference.org/
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Final Details for the 

Conference

• Conference Resources page: 

www.results.org/resources/2019-

international-conference-

resources/

• All things for Advocacy Day 

including, where to log in your 

upcoming lobby meetings

• Whether you’re coming to DC or 

not, read our policy briefs and 

backgrounders. If you are 

coming, please read BEFORE 

you arrive and if you want a copy 

in DC, please bring one with you.

• If you were not able to attend 

your state’s lobby prep call, 

please contact Jos Linn for a link 

to the recording.

http://www.results.org/resources/2019-international-conference-resources/
http://www.tinyurl.com/LobbyMeetings
https://results.org/resources/2019-international-conference-resources/
mailto:jlinn@results.org
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Guest Speaker: Ellen Nissenbaum

• Senior Vice President for Government Affairs 

for CBPP (www.cbpp.org) 

• Has directed CBPP’s work with federal

policymakers and national organizations

since 1984

• Works on federal budget and tax issues 

Medicaid and health care, nutrition programs, 

and other critical policies

• Regarded as one of the leading legislative 

directors among non-profit organizations in 

Washington

• Assists national and state organizations and coalitions on key policy developments in 

Congress and the Executive Branch, strategic guidance, and communications 

planning

• Regularly speaks at conferences, in briefings for policymakers, and with news outlets 

on federal budget issues.

http://www.cbpp.org/


Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

cbpp.org

RESULTS US Poverty Webinar: 
EITC and the General Landscape of Congress

Ellen Nissenbaum

Senior Vice President of Gov’t Affairs

July 2, 2019
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Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

cbpp.org

What is the Earned Income Tax Credit?

• A federal tax credit for low- and moderate-income working people. 

• The EITC is “refundable,” which means that if it exceeds a low-

wage worker’s income tax liability, the IRS will refund the balance.

• Encourages work and offsets federal payroll and income taxes. 

• The EITC benefited 26 million working households in 2018; it’s 

expected to lift more than 5 million people out of poverty in 2019, 

and make another 19 million less poor.

• The EITC and Child Tax Credit provide substantial benefits to 

millions of families already.

• In 2019, the credits combined are expected to lift 10 million 

people, including 6 million children, above the poverty line and 

reduce the depth of poverty for another 20 million individuals 

(including 7 million children).
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Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

cbpp.org

What is the Child Tax Credit?

• A federal credit that helps working families offset the cost of raising 

children.

• It is worth up to $2,000 per eligible child (under age 17 at the end 

of the tax year). The CTC also includes a $500 non-refundable credit 

for families with qualifying non-child dependents.

• Currently, the structure of the CTC results in children in the poorest 

families receiving no CTC and many other children receiving only a 

small, partial credit. It’s not until a taxpayer’s earnings reach 

$2,500 that the CTC begins to phase in at a rate of 45 cents for 

each additional dollar of earnings until it reaches the $2,000-per-

child maximum.

• Under a fully refundable CTC, there would be no phase-in, and all 

children in poverty would benefit from the full credit regardless of 

how much income their parent earns. 



Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

cbpp.org

Value of Earned Income Tax Credit, 2018
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Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

cbpp.org

Earned Income Tax Credit and Child Tax Credit 

Have Powerful Antipoverty Impact



Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

cbpp.org

Working-Family Tax 

Credits Help at Every 

Stage of Life
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Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

cbpp.org

Higher Earned Income Tax Credit or Other Income for Poor 

Children Expected to Boost Work and Earnings Later in Life
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Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

cbpp.org

EITC Does Little to Offset Federal Taxes for 

Low-Income Childless workers
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Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

cbpp.org

2017 TAX LAW IMPACT ON 

LOW-INCOME FAMILIES

• Millions of low/moderate-income working families left out

• Did nothing to address wage stagnation—no EITC boost

• Failed to stop taxing low-wage working adults into poverty

• For the first time, capped the refundable CTC while 

extending the credit to very wealthy families

• Provided very modest boost ($75 or less) to the CTC for 

11m lowest-earning households with kids

• Fiscal impact/long-term consequences
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Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

cbpp.org

EITC/CTC TOP POLICY GOALS

1. Expand the EITC for working families with children

2. End taxing low-wage workers not raising kids into 

poverty:  boost the small EITC for this group  (size of 

credit; extend to younger/older workers)

3. Make the CTC fully refundable

(UW:   next step towards that….)
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Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

cbpp.org
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Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

cbpp.org
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Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

cbpp.org
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Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

cbpp.org
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Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

cbpp.org

Renter’s credit

• Renters make up one out of every three households. 

Yet, federal spending on housing disproportionately 

favors homeownership over renting, 

• Low-income renters, however, are far more likely to pay 

a very high share of their income for housing 

• Congress could better balance housing policy — and tax 

policy in the housing area — by establishing a new tax 

credit helping low-income renters offset high housing 

costs.

• The renters’ credit proposal would provide federal tax 

credits to make housing affordable for low-income 

renters. Families assisted with credits generally would 

pay no more than 30 percent of their income for rent.
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Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

cbpp.org

Short-Term Opportunity & Next Steps

Short-term:

• Tax extenders – House W/Means Chairman Neal proposes 

to expand the EITC for low-wage workers not raising children

– Senate dynamics & challenges

Longer-term:

• House side: New companion bill – Kildee/Evans

• Accountability for the policy goals

• Build bipartisan support

34
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Grassroots Board Nominees

William Cosgrove

RESULTS Salt Lake City

Maxine Thomas

RESULTS Indianapolis
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RESULTS U.S. Poverty National Webinar

Grassroots Board Nominations

• One Grassroots Board member set is up election this summer

• Grassroots Board members are YOUR voice on the Board of Directors 

and Executive Committee of RESULTS/RESULTS Educational Fund

• Voting is open until midnight, Sunday, July 28

• All active RESULTS volunteers are eligible to vote

VOTE HERE
• Alternatively, you may vote in person at the RESULTS International 

Conference

• Read more at: https://results.org/blog/results-2019-grassroots-board-

nominations/

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GRBOARD2019
https://results.org/blog/results-2019-grassroots-board-nominations/
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RESULTS U.S. Poverty National Webinar

Thank you for joining us this evening. If you’d like more 

information about RESULTS and how to get involved, go to 

www.results.org and click “Volunteer”.

New to RESULTS?

http://www.results.org/
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Find action alerts, 

lobbying 

resources, monthly 

actions, weekly 

updates, national 

webinars, and 

more!

Find All Your Need 

on the “Current 

Volunteers” page



At RESULTS we pledge to create space for all voices, 

including those of us who are currently experiencing 

poverty. We will address oppressive behavior in our 

interactions, families, communities, work, and world. 

Our strength is rooted in our diversity of experiences, 

not in our assumptions. 

With unearned privilege comes the responsibility to 

act so the burden to educate and change doesn’t fall 

solely on those experiencing oppression. When we 

miss the mark on our values, we will acknowledge our 

mistake, seek forgiveness, learn, and work together 

as a community to pursue equity. 

RESULTS U.S. Poverty National Webinar

RESULTS is a movement of passionate, committed everyday people. Together we use our 

voices to influence political decisions that will bring an end to poverty. Poverty cannot end as 

long as oppression exists. We commit to opposing all forms of oppression, including racism, 

classism, colonialism, white saviorism, sexism, homophobia, transphobia, ableism, 

xenophobia, and religious discrimination. 

There are no saviors — only partners, advocates, and allies. We agree to help make the 

RESULTS movement a respectful, inclusive space.

Find all our anti-oppression resources at: https://results.org/volunteers/anti-oppression/

https://results.org/volunteers/anti-oppression/
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Join us to review why anti-oppression work 

matters for our advocacy and discuss 

methods of responding to oppressive 

behavior using the RESULTS Call-in/Call-out 

Guide. 

Hosted by Carly Pildis, RESULTS Senior 

Associate, Advocacy & Organizing 

Tuesday, July 9 at 9:00pm ET. Join online 

via Zoom at 

https://results.zoom.us/j/837139277 or call 

(929) 436-2866 or (669) 900-6833, meeting 

ID 837139277.

Join our “Call-in/Call-out” Anti-Oppression 

Training on July 9

Carly Pildis

https://results.org/wp-content/uploads/Call-in_Call-Out_Resource_Guide.pdf
https://results.zoom.us/j/837139277
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Last Week to Submit Comment on HUD housing rule.

The deadline to submit comments opposing the 

Trump Administration’s new HUD housing rule on “mixed status”

immigrant families is next Tuesday, July 9. Please

submit your comment opposing the rule today. 

RESULTS New Advocate Orientation, July 9 (12:00pm ET) and July 24 

(8:30pm ET). Get started at: https://results.salsalabs.org/volunteer/index.html.

U.S. Poverty Free Agents Calls, Tuesday, July 23 at 1:00 pm and 8:00 pm 

ET. Join at: https://results.zoom.us/j/324294681 or dial by phone at (929) 436-

2866 or (669) 900-6833, Meeting ID: 324 294 681.

Find these and other events on our Event Calendar.

Announcements

Jos Linn

jlinn@results.org

https://www.cbpp.org/research/housing/demographic-data-highlight-potential-harm-of-new-trump-proposal-to-restrict-housing
https://www.keep-families-together.org/
https://results.salsalabs.org/volunteer/index.html
https://results.zoom.us/j/324294681
https://results.org/events/
mailto:jlinn@results.org
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• Gather letters to deliver in 

upcoming lobby meetings

• Use our new Outreach Letter 

Action for letters about the 

renters’ credit: 

https://results.org/wp-

content/uploads/2019-06-U.S.-

Poverty-Action-Organize-People-

into-Action-in-Your-Community-

One-page.pdf

• June/July Action has other 

helpful tips for generating letters 

• Ask for help! Contact Jos Linn for 

assistance (jlinn@results.org) 

Final Action: Generate Letters for Lobby Meetings

https://results.org/wp-content/uploads/2019-06-U.S.-Poverty-Action-Organize-People-into-Action-in-Your-Community-One-page.pdf
https://results.org/wp-content/uploads/2019-06-U.S.-Poverty-Action-Organize-People-into-Action-in-Your-Community.pdf
mailto:jlinn@results.org
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Thank you for being on tonight’s webinar!

We’ll link to the recording and audio transcript of the webinar on our 

National Webinars page tomorrow.

The next U.S. Poverty National Webinar is a joint U.S. and Global Poverty 

webinar on Saturday, August 10 at 2:00pm ET. 

Happy 
Independence 

Day!
All RESULTS offices will be 

closed on July 4 and many staff 

will also be off on July 5

https://results.org/volunteers/national-webinars/

