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Dr Joanne Carter:  Welcome Everyone!  As you are all aware, tomorrow is Mother's Day.   It seems an appropriate time that we are focusing today and this month on building the momentum needed to pass into law the Reach Every Mother and Child Act.  Death is the structure of poverty manifesting to even the most basic of health services.  We are the first generation in history who have the ability to end preventable maternal and child death and this systematic injustice.  

In 2012, the world came together to prevent maternal and child death in a generation.  Other partners helped to show this was possible.  [It was shown] that to do this, we would have to double the rate of reduction in deaths by investing every dollar into what works for populations to need it most.  As we look forward in this moment, we want to take a minute to look back.  The fact that the world could come together in a goal to end maternal and child death was on the shoulders of years of work by UNICEF and partners of countries and investments in United States.  We have seen reductions in measles over 90% and malaria cut by 80%.  It was after 2012 that the administrator convened a blue ribbon panel that included health experts, business leaders, bipartisan members of congress.  I had the honor of being a part of that panel.  We talked about this on prior calls.  We undertook a review of every dollar the United States was spending on these programs for priority countries.  Relevant for today, the panel recommendations on a key set of program reforms to make sure we forcibly have the biggest impact and are a centerpiece of the Reach Every Mother and Child Act.  

Some of the key text of the Reach Act is about transparency and it is very critical.  At its core, it is really about how we translate those management reforms into driving even more effective investments to get to the end of these unnecessary deaths.  Before I do introduce our guest, I want to say you are doing fantastic work.  Your work to have members of Congress weigh in so we can protect the funding that we have.  We want to make sure that members of Congress know about these issues.  

One that inspired me recently was the meeting with Congressman Joe Crowley.  Crowley is an obvious ally on these issues.  This was a great example that even a ready ally will not necessarily know about these issues unless he or she hears from us.  He agreed to not only co-sponsor but he spoke to the leaders in support of the bill.  That is the champion action I know many of you are working on.  If we can replicate those and bring those together it will create the momentum we need to make this bill into law.  

John Fawcett will say more about opportunities.  

The RESULTS International Conference is in DC.  We will be able to collectively push the Reach Act.  We can build momentum.  We can plan how to use bipartisan engagement during the election process so we can achieve even more going forward.  Thank you to all of you to making Mother's Day about justice.  

Christy Gleason is working in the center of Washington's DC office and the Delaware office.  She advises the senator on an array of global and domestic policy issues.  She is a liaison and works to connect folks in Delaware to policies going on in Washington.  She managed Senator Coon's 2010 campaign.   

She has worked hard in 2014.  It is so impressive because she is so busy.  In a very challenging political environment she remains effective in bipartisan support.  We are lucky to have her as a committed champion and giving us effort.  Welcome to you, Christy.  We would love to hear your perspective on where we are.  Welcome!  

Christy Gleason:  Thank you.  I hope you can hear me.  This is really cool.  I don't get to do webinars like this.  Welcome to Wilmington, Delaware.  I am in my Delaware office.  Thank you for being here and being with us throughout the year all the time on Reach and the other priorities that RESULTS has.  Thank you for being on this call in May when it is lovely and warm out.  There are so many other things you could be doing.  I want to start with that.  

I have worked with Senator Coons.  I had a background in foreign policy.  Since I joined the senate for the most eight years, I have been a part of his foreign policy team.  That has given me the other advantage, luck and fortune to travel to 17 countries in Africa and other places around the world as well.  Working on the Reach Act is one of those rare moments where I get to talk about something that is very important and speaks to me and a lot of other people at a personal deep level.  In my experiences traveling around the world and seeing health clinics in impoverished countries, I have learned a few truths.  They are pretty universal truths.  

Babies are precious and are loved.  Moms around the world want to do everything they can for their babies, families and kids.  It does not matter where they live.  Babies are strong but also incredibly fragile.  They can survive in places that can be incredibly hard like war zones and refugees.  They are vulnerable to things that are so small that we can't see them - whether that is a virus or malaria or other health situations.  They can battle victoriously against a virus and succumb to unclean water.  '

Motherhood is something we talk about here with positive and glowing ways.  We talk about having kids as a time of hope and promise.  Being pregnant and giving birth is hard.  For a lot of people in a lot of places around the world it is also scary and a time of real concern.  It is not always a given that you are going to have a good outcome at the end.  For a woman on her sixth pregnancy and has little ones at home, that fear is something I have seen in women's faces.  I know personally in my own story and some friends of mine and family members, I am clear about the fortune that we have.  I have had great fortune.  We can be expecting and have access to our health system and prenatal care and labor and delivery and NICU and things that are not common in some other places.  Things that other moms and expecting moms do not have access to.  All of that leads to a passion and commitment to Reach.  

It is about saving moms and babies.  It really in the end, is and should be exactly simple.  The goal of this is to modify and make it a matter of law, not a policy, or a fad.  Beyond that the bill is simple.  We try to create strategy that goes towards that goal.  Empower a coordinator to manage the effort to get there.  We make the executive branch report to congress on how they are doing it and what they are doing to get there.  We want to make available innovative partnerships and tools along the way.  

So, that seems simple.  What is the deal?  Why isn't it done already?  

This is an effort we have started already.  We introduced this in 2014 and 2015.  Senator Susan Collins is a fierce advocate and maternal leader on health issues in the senate with her team.  We have been working on this bill ever since.  Your efforts have been pivotal in terms of building support for Reach and getting us to a place where we can try to move this bill.  You have 150 sponsors and cosponsors in the House.  That is impressive.  We have 26 folks on the bill in the Senate.  That is an impressive number.  I have a Post-it note that has names of seven other democratic members who would like to join the bill.  We add a Democrat and a Republican on the bill together.  We want to grow those numbers faster.  That is due to the advocacy of people on this call.  I just want to say thank you.  

We are facing a challenge that is two-fold.  It is the challenge of politics and time and the clock.  The political challenges - there are some who would like to see this bill as a means of changing other United States law.  Our goal is to do exactly what I said to you - we want to make it the law of the United States.  We want to prevent deaths around the world.  We are doing this in partnership with other folks around the world.  Whenever you have groups interested in making this about bigger pieces, that makes everything more challenging.  Those are issues we are working through.  We are working against a clock because we have an environment where people will be leaving the senate and house soon.  The number of opportunities that we have to do hearings and get mark up the bill or go through the committee process get narrower and narrower.  

Senator Collins and Coons have been meeting with community members to get this bill turned as soon as we possibly can.  The best way to achieve that goal is for us to do what you are doing.  Remind members why this matters.   Let them know it is not something that matters to just career diplomats but that it matters to the people here.  It matters to you and people in their home district and home state. 

Your ability to make this work and as something that matters to people.   I am optimistic.  Sometimes it is the simplest measures.  Who can be against saving moms and babies?  It can be very frustrating.  It is the energy of the advocates and results.  It is YOU that make me remain positive and optimistic that we have the ability to get this done.  We have to.  I will tell you one quick story.  

I never get to go to the same place twice.  It just never happens.  For the first time last year, I did get to go to the same place twice.  I had gone to a hospital in Ghana in 2011.  Yeah.  It was built in 1918.  There were pieces of that hospital that looked like they were built in 1918.  Last year we got to go back and the hospital has been completely rebuilt.  It is gorgeous.  It has a NICU, incubators, monitors, and it is a referral hospital for clinics and hospitals and midwives for a large section of the region around Ghana.  It was a reminder of what can be.  It was a reminder of the work and efforts going on now and what we can do if we are able to get past all of the political and get back to what really matters.  It is a but delivering results and delivering the tools we can to people around the world so when a woman finds out she is pregnant she does not immediately get scared.  I want her to feel the same as my friends have - we look forward to welcoming a little [one into our] lives.  We want the baby to get a chance to thrive and grow and make a huge difference in our world.  

Thank you.  I am happy to take any questions.  

Ken Patterson:  Thank you, Christy.  I am going to unmute everyone and allow you to ask questions.  If you are not talking, please keep your line unmuted.  In your video if you hit the microphone icon in the corner it should get you on the line here.  Do you have any questions?  

Questioner:  Thank you, Christy, for all you have done for the Reach Act.  Since USAID sponsored this panel, it seems like they have the power to implement many of these policies.  Is there any that they can implement before it is passed?  How does Mark Green feel about this?  Is he natural, in favor or opposed?  

Christy Gleason:  I have done meetings with coordinator Green.  My understanding is that he is supportive of material and egg health programming.  With USAID you get into a crux of where this all has started.  We were seeing some good movement.  She and others made sure that they were making efforts to make things protective.  Administration has changed.  We wanted to make sure we were codifying that.  We wanted to take the efforts that were happening and the commitments of the global goal and the efforts to get there out of being something that less legislative.  This is law.  It is a goal of the United States.  We wrote it into a law.  That is the big difference.  

Ken Patterson:  Any other questions?  

There is a number in the chat box here.  

Questioner:  There are a number of questions I have got about a time line.  What is your goal for getting this done?  

Christy Gleason:  The meetings are getting more spaced out.  Foreign Relations has constant meetings and submarkets.   They we were working on the confirmation which meant we weren't working on legislation for a little bit.   We had the authorization for that.  North Korea or Iran deal all are on the same docket as Reach.  They are pushing dockets with the chairman.  We want to get this marked up this year and as soon as we possibly can.  That is our goal.  We want to make sure of every other opportunity that we can.  People who are working on bills are looking for things that are moving.  We are also continuing to work on pieces that we can work on through the that.   The appropriations committee can come together to work indirectly on things we can do there.  In terms of the timeline, it is an update thing.  Things well remain pretty active into July.  There is some talk about not doing a recess in July.  I would be surprised.  

Depending on what happens to Congress, there will be a whole bunch of things that people are looking to get done before the year ends.  Any of those are possible windows.  I want to get some things done earlier so we can have things lined up and in place in the next couple of months.  We want to have energy and momentum going in to the end of the really.  

Ken Patterson:  Anyone else have a question?  

There is a question here.  What is your best recommendation or advice in working with challenging staffers?  What should we get cosponsors to do beyond support?  

Christy Gleason:  Any one member is not representative of all members.  Senator Coons is incredibly aware of how much he hears from constituents.  We literally count everything.  He gets a report of how many leaders and emails into which offices get.  Our staff weighs the intensity.  If you have a challenging person, get other people writing.  Have other folks who will care about this issue.  Reach has some cool partnerships.  This is obvious and completely surprising at the same time.  The pediatricians are on board.  Global health is not something that we hear from the pediatricians very often.  I give you that as an example as a totally different community that doesn't normally hear from.  I would encourage you to play with the staff and DC staff.  If you have reached a staffer in the district office, you can try the other office.   

They are welcome to bring their own date to the prom in that if there is a Democrat that wants to join the bill with a Republican, ask them to take a more engaging style.  Could they help weigh in in getting the bill marked up?  

Questioner:  We have someone who claims that he is fighting for us behind the scenes.  I think we are being played.  I have no idea what he is actually doing behind the scenes.  I am wondering if you have any suggestions for ways I can respond to that.  

Christy Gleason:  That is a good one.  I have to think about that for a quick second.  Here is what I would say to you.  I would encourage him that you have heard from the lead offices on the bill that the more cosponsors we can get on the bill the stronger their bill would be.  If they want to help out behind the scenes, you could ask them if the member will ask the chair or ranking member of the bill to rank the bill up or hold a hearing.  There are some concrete behind the scenes things they can do.  

Ken Patterson:  That is great.  

Christy Gleason:  I am happy to work with you guys on different things that could happen that would be behind the scenes.  

Ken Patterson:  We will take that offer from you.  

Questioner:  I met with one of the Democratic senators that is currently wait listed.  I asked if his boss would invite a Republican to join on the bill and the reaction was basically that "look, we have enough trouble getting cosponsors across the aisle on the bill we are leading on."  If you want republicans to cosign this bill, go ask Susan Collins to get those.  That is her job, not ours.  

I am afraid that this is probably a story that is being repeated in 6 or 7 Democratic offices around the country.  Look, it is not our job.  We are trying to get cosponsors on our bill.  Let Collins get cosponsors on her bill.  

Christy Gleason:  Part of why I give the input that I did is that I have also heard this on the other side.  He is not the lead on a lead, he would be joining his cosponsor.  We lead into the same thing.  As soon as we get a Republican . . . on the list, we can go look for one.  

Ken Patterson:  It is all our jobs to save kids.  

Christy Gleason:  The in-between place is to ask them whether or not they would reach out to Senator Collins office about it.  If we hear from somebody in our caucus, her folks are fantastic.  Ask if they have any contenders or someone we can approach.  That is a middle ground.  

Ken Patterson:  Thank you so much for your time and helping us honor Mother's Day.  Thanks for your partnership.  

Christy Gleason:  Your engagement about Reach is why we are so far along as we are.  Thank you so much.  Have a great Mother's Day.  

Ken Patterson:  I will turn this over to you, John.  

John Fawcett:  Thanks, Christy.  I will be able to keep my section relatively short.  What more would you want on round to know about the Reach Every Mother and Child Act?  Why we need it and what it does and the strategy to overcome things.   The backdrop here is a context in which the president has made a lot of cuts.  

With a budget deal in place for the fiscal year, they will have some room to protect and potentially increase these accounts as they did last year.  They bumped the Global Partnership for Education.  

Just to recap on the Senate side.  We had 26 signers.  It led a 400 million dollar increase.  33 signers regarding the Global Fund.  
The letters on the House side have been closed for awhile.  There is a way to effect appropriations on the house side in a couple ways.  The members of the house who are not on the appropriations committee have an opportunity to submit written testimony in support of particular priorities and show up during a member day and protect in person.  We have 4 members of congress to submit written testimony.  They decided the submit this.  As we have been talking about, they say they support these issues but are not on the right committee.  We see some really great opportunities moving forward globally and in the Administration.  We have a bit of a target list of house members who we think are good candidates to reach out and speak personally to the leadership of the foreign subcommittee to decrease TB.  We will try to support you and figure out tactics we might want to use.  

We are incredibly lucky to be able to work with Christy in Senator Coon's office.  She has the attention and respect of other senior staff and her boss, Senator Coons.   She can really get things done on the Hill.  We were just on the phone yesterday strategizing how to move this bill forward.  

Amplify your voice on this issue.  That is the idea behind Letters Get Loud.  Use it as an opportunity to engage community members.  Invite them to your next meeting and to the international support.  These leadership champion acts are incredibly critical at this job.  Cosponsors is very important.  This behind the scenes stuff is important too.  Talk to the colleagues.  You can talk to your colleagues now and have conversations on how to support us behind the scenes.  You have your group members working alongside of you.  

You have members of Congress, senators and their dedicated staff working hard to get this bill moved in the senate for the next few months.  Thank you for all your efforts to get that done.  

Ken Patterson:  I appreciate that update.  We had the amazing conversation with Christy.  She gave us more advice on how to reach the members and go beyond the support.  What struck me is that we had a lot of support for last congress in the bill.  Support was not enough alone.  I think Christy gave us some great ideas and getting them to do more.  I would just say let's be strategic and talk with each other.  Let's ask the staff what we can get their members to do.  This is going from supporter to advocate, leaders and champion on the things we have them do.  

I was talking to some folks the other day and said let's get our members of Congress to do everything we can possible.  If they cosponsor do we just thank them?  No.  We get them to do everything we possibly can and then we will find something else that matters for them to do at the international conference.  The tool on the website provides actions you can take.  We can come up with specific ones as well.  

I have a list here.  Christy talked about a lot of these champion scale action.  

Get your entire delegation on board.  There is a lot of things we can be doing.  Tomorrow is a great opportunity to get a #Letters Get Loud on social media and call on members of congress to support the bill or take the next step and moving it towards passage.  

The other piece is looking at the international conference.  That will be a key moment to create momentum and pressure on the Reach ACT.  It will be our last big moment to get the attention of congress for the big way that we can at the International Conference.  

Engage the people in our community.  More letters, and more comments.  You can do that through letter writing, phone calls, creating moments for people to weigh in during the spring and summer season.  Whatever it is that you want to be doing is fine.  Post them to social media where they will get attention.  Invite the people who have taken action to DC.  Hundreds have come just to enter the international conference or march on the street.  Invite them.  We want to show up in force in DC.   We want to keep on that goal.  

Know that May 15th, this coming Tuesday is actually the deadline for the early bird ticket price.  If you register before then you will get a $50 discount.  If you are struggling financially, we still have gap funding available.  This is our investment to you.  You are most precious asset.  Encourage them to apply for gap funding and do it as soon as possible.  

Another way we can be supporting this is through the friends and family campaign.  I want to ask Mea and see if she can tell us more about the campaign.  

Our focus is to support moms and kids.  I got on the slide here where you can find it.  I found Mea.  I don't see her there.  I want her to talk.  

Mia:  Thank you for having me on the call.  I knew you would find me, Ken.  The Friends and Family Campaign is going on now.  We have 15 participants who have raised $15,000 so far.  We are on our way.  We want everyone to join us.  We have resources available with the campaign guide.  I am available for one on one support.  You can check everything out at http://www.results.org/support_results/support_moms_champion_kids.  The theme is Mother's Day.  As we have been talking about there is so much going on with the Reach Every Mother and Child Act.   On the group level it is a chance for you to spread the word on the great work you are doing to prevent poverty.  You can promote it on your social media.  Fundraisers can also be an opportunity to bond with your group and have a good time.  We want to raise $40,000 in this campaign and Joann has issued a challenge that all groups participate in grassroots this year.  We anticipate a crowded fundraising event this year.  If you can, jump on now.  

That being said, to help us reach our ambitious goals, we have an anonymous donor that will match the next $5,000 raised dollar for dollar.  Any questions, please be in touch.  My email address is on the screen there.  I hope you will join us.  Thank you very much to all the groups already participating.  Sarah (P-B) reached her $300 goal.  That is awesome.  We hope everyone will join in.  

Ken Patterson:  Thank you, Mea.  You do a great job.  Thanks for that.  A great opportunity to get $5,000 matched folks.  Take advantage of that.  

We have a couple announcements.  I will go through our numbers.  Look for these on the Weekly Update.  I know this is just based on what has been supported so far.  We have 55 with aides, 88 total in the house.  It has been recorded so far.  We have 53 with aides.  We have a total of 155 meetings that have been reported so far.   We want to count the things you do.  It is a good indication of our advocacy strength.  [On screen.]   

On the media so far, we have 2 editorials, 101 letters to the editor for a total of 116.  Catch up on your reporting.  

A couple of announcements here.  Important ones again.  The early bird deadline ends on Tuesday.  If you want to get the best price, register before Tuesday.  Willie Dickerson, are you on the line?  

Willy, thank you for the PowerPoint.  He is a Grassroots Board Member.  [Deadline to nominate for Board Member is on the 14th.]  That is the deadline.  It is Monday.  If you have folks that you want to have nominated, you need to do that by Monday.  Finally, to finish up here today, I wanted to practice with somebody.  I will call someone out here on the line.  

Maybe I want someone to practice with me.  Would Francis Moore be willing to participate with me real quick.  I can promote you.  

Ken Patterson:  Thanks so much.  Hey, you know Cynthia, I don't know about you but it seems like there is a lot of people looking to try to make a difference.  Have you noticed that at all?  

Cynthia:  There is a lot of stress, too.  People have too much coming at them.  

Ken Patterson:  People are doing a lot of things.  There are a lot of people going to Washington DC.  There are other people taking actions.  Things like marches and that are important but in my experience to make a big difference on issues on things I care about like global health, I find that we need to take things further to make change happen.  Personally, I am really happy that I found the organization RESULTS.  I know I play an incredible role in child survival.  It makes me feel good about who I am.  

I wanted to let you know about something that is coming up here.  I will be heading to Washington, DC, for the RESULTS International Conference in July.  We will be working on a bill that effects billions of people's lives.  I think you would like this conference and the people there.  Does that sound interesting to you?  

Cynthia:  Sounds great.  

Ken Patterson:   We could really use your help on the Reach Act.  If you come you will make a difference.  Can I send you more information and follow up on you and see if you can make that happen.  Does that sound good?  

I think I lost Cynthia but hopefully it is not because of disinterest.  I got her back.  There she is.  

Cynthia:  Send it to me via email.  

Ken Patterson:  Will do.  I will give you a phone call too to talk about some of the other fun things we do there.  

Thank you for playing along with me, Cynthia.  

Go out and invite!  We really need to show our we are a force to be reckoned with in Washington.  Please do put in the name of your group in the chat window.  If you send it via email to Lisa Marchal at lmarchal@results.org.  I want to wish all the moms a Happy Mother's Day.   

[End webinar.]  

