
RESULTS Overview of the New 2017 U.S. Poverty Data

September 12, 2018

Login at: https://results.zoom.us/j/956438447 or dial (929) 436-2866  or (669) 900-

6833, Meeting ID: 956 438 447.

https://results.zoom.us/j/956438447
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Census 

Bureau: 

Top 

Takeaways

Source: United States Census Bureau

https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2018/income-poverty.html?cid=cbsm+18IPHI


How is poverty defined, anyway?

Official measure, poverty thresholds for 2017 
still listed as preliminary, weighted averages:

1 person (average): $12,488

1, under 65: $12,752

1, 65 or older: $11,756

2 people: $15,901

3 people: $19,512

4 people: $25,086

3



4

But…
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Huge Disparities by Race

Source: United States Census Bureau
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https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2018/income-poverty.html?cid=cbsm+18IPHI


ACS Data 

Set: State and 

Local Poverty

Source: United States Census Bureau
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https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2018/acs-1year.html


Many Families Face Hardships

Source: Urban Institute
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https://www.urban.org/research/publication/material-hardship-among-nonelderly-adults-and-their-families-2017
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Looking at Food 

Insecurity

Source: United States Department of Agriculture
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https://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/food-nutrition-assistance/food-security-in-the-us/interactive-charts-and-highlights/#trends


The Supplemental Poverty Measure

Source: United States Census Bureau
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https://www.census.gov/content/census/en/library/publications/2018/demo/p60-265.html


The Supplemental Poverty Measure

More: Center on Budget and Policy Priorities
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https://www.cbpp.org/blog/census-programs-eyed-for-cuts-keep-millions-from-poverty


The Impact of Anti-Poverty Policies

More: Center on Budget and Policy Priorities
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https://www.cbpp.org/research/poverty-and-inequality/what-to-look-for-in-next-weeks-census-figures-on-poverty-income-0


(SNAP, formerly Food Stamps)

• SNAP is the first line of 

defense against hunger

in America 

• It is one of the most 

efficient government 

programs

o Close to 70 percent of SNAP participants are in 

families with children; nearly a third are in households 

with seniors or people with disabilities

• In 2017, SNAP lifted 3.4 million people above the federal 

poverty line

o Serves over 40 million people per month 

4.6 mil

Source: United States Department of Agriculture
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https://www.fns.usda.gov/SNAP/outreach/pdfs/toolkit/2010/State/SNAP_state_ALL.pdf
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Evidence Based Policy-Making
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Health 

Policies 

Matter 

Too

More: Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

https://www.cbpp.org/blog/census-states-not-expanding-medicaid-lagging-on-health-coverage


The Impact of the 2017 Tax Law
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More Tax Cuts Ahead?!?!?!?

Source: Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy
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https://itep.org/tcja20182026/
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Let’s 

Make 

Some 

Noise!



REMINDER: Food 

assistance for 2 million 

Americans is at stake
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Thank you!

Questions?



FINAL ACTION

Get Started on Your Media Work!

Take a few minutes to scan you local paper this 

evening for a good hook and then use it to write 

and submit a letter to the editor tonight. 

Use our online LTE template to help with drafting 

and submitting your letter.

Once you get published, please let Jos Linn know 

so we can celebrate!
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http://www.results.org/take-action/action-center?vvsrc=/campaigns/54070/respond
mailto:jlinn@results.org

