RESULTS February 2016 U.S. Poverty National Webinar
Going Deeper on Inequality in America
Login online at: http://fuze.me/28130766 or by phone at: (201) 479-4595, Meeting ID:
28130766
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Welcome from
Jos Linn
Grassroots Manager for U.S. Poverty Campaigns

(Jos, left, with Mark Shriver last summer in Iowa)
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Guest Speaker:
Debbie Weinstein
Executive Director of the Coalition on Human Needs
•

Became Executive Director of CHN in 2003
(www.chn.org)

•

Brings over thirty years of advocacy
experience to CHN on a wide range of
issues at both the state and federal level.

•

Prior to coming to CHN, served as Director
of the Family Income division of the
Children's Defense Fund, working on policy
strategies to lift children and their families
out of poverty.

•

From 1983 to 1993, Debbie was Executive
director of the Massachusetts Human
Services Coalition

•

Master of Social Work degree from San
Diego State University
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Celebrating 2015:
EITC and CTC Provisions Made Permanent!
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EITC and CTC Help Millions of Families
The Earned Income Tax Credit and Child Tax
Credit are vital for millions of American families.
Because of your work and the work of our allies:
• Over 16 million people, half of them children,
will not face the threat of poverty in 2017
when the EITC and CTC improvements were
set to expire
• 50 million people, including 25 million
children, will continue to get their full EITC
and CTC
• Parents will be able to better support
themselves and their children
• Thank you!!!
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Earned Income Tax Credit
The Earned Income Tax
Credit (EITC):

•

Designed to “make work
pay”

•

Fully refundable federal
tax credit targeted to
low-income families

•

Increases as earnings
increase up to a certain
income level, then
gradually decreases

•

However, the EITC for
workers without children
needs to be increased

•

Their EITC is so low they
are actually taxed
deeper into poverty

EITC for childless
workers
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EITC for Childless Workers!
President Obama, Rep. Paul
Ryan (R-WI), and others have
proposed to close the gap in EITC
benefits for childless workers by:
 Doubling the maximum credit
amount
 Increasing the maximum
income allowed before credit is
lost
 Making the credit available to
childless workers starting at
age 21
It is estimated that these
proposals would lift about half a
million people out of poverty and
reduce the depth of poverty for
another 10.1 million.
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Action Resources
• Follow up on your face-to-face meeting requests.
• Congress is on recess the week of Feb. 15! Contact about meetings and town
halls and see the January Action for tips on requesting meetings
• Take EITC Lobby Request with you (find all Lobby Request Sheets on our Issues
page)
• If you get a meeting or town hall, contact Jos Linn to help you prepare
(jlinn@results.org)
• E-mail Congress about expanding the EITC for childless workers
• http://capwiz.com/results/issues/alert/?alertid=9823986&MC_plugin=2201

• Forward this alert to your Local Action Networks
• Use election coverage to generate media about important anti-poverty programs
• EITC: http://capwiz.com/results/issues/alert/?alertid=59692501&MC_plugin=2201

• SNAP: http://capwiz.com/results/issues/alert/?alertid=64248626&MC_plugin=2201
• Check out our blogpost with the video of the EITC Awareness Day event in DC:
•

http://www.results.org/blog/build_on_eitc_awareness_day_to_push_for_expanding_the_eitc/
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February Training – EITC Laser Talk
http://www.results.org/take_action/u.s._poverty_laser_talk_protecting_eitc_and_ctc/

Engage: I'd like to discuss with you a bipartisan proposal to address
poverty that both House Speaker Paul Ryan and President Obama
support.
Problem: Did you know that there is one group of workers who are
actually taxed into or deeper into poverty: low-wage workers without
children.

Facilitated by Kathleen
Duncan of RESULTS
Houston (center)

Inform: The Earned Income Tax Credit and Child Tax Credit are pro-work tax credits that
lifted 9.8 million people out of poverty in 2014 – more than any other program except for
Social Security. But the EITC for childless workers is so small, many workers cannot
make ends meet. Speaker Ryan and President Obama have proposed to expand the
EITC for these low-wage workers who don’t claim dependents. This would benefit 13.5
million working Americans, including 2 million African-American workers and 3.3 million
Latino workers. Additionally, it would lift 500,000 people out of poverty.
Call to Action: Will you speak and/or write directly to Senate Finance Committee Chair
Orrin Hatch and Ranking Member Ron Wyden, urging them to help working Americans
meet their basic needs by expanding the EITC for workers without children in the home?
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February Training – EITC Laser Talk

Engage: I'd like to discuss with you a bipartisan proposal to address poverty that both
________________________________________ support.
Problem: Did you know that there is one group of workers who are actually taxed into or
deeper into poverty: ___________________________.

Inform: The Earned Income Tax Credit and Child Tax Credit are pro-work tax credits that
lifted ________________ out of poverty in 2014 – more than any other program except
for Social Security. But the EITC for childless workers is so small, many workers cannot
make ends meet. Speaker Ryan and President Obama have proposed to expand the
EITC for these low-wage workers who don’t claim ________________. This would benefit
_______________ working Americans, including _______________ African-American
workers and __________________ Latino workers. Additionally, it would lift
______________ people out of poverty.
Call to Action: Will you speak and/or write directly to Senate Finance Committee Chair
______________ and Ranking Member ______________, urging them to help working
Americans meet their basic needs by expanding the EITC for
_____________________________________?
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Grassroots Shares
Nancy Lee McClure
(center) or RESULTS
Bernardsville, NJ at the
RESULTS International
Conference

Facilitated by Ginnie
Vogts of RESULTS
Columbus

Jos Linn (left) of RESULTS Des Moines
with Presidential Candidate Hillary
Clinton in Iowa last month

Bruce Kessler (right) of RESULTS
South Central PA with Rep. Bill
Shuster (R-PA-9) and fellow volunteer
Joann Williams in January
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February U.S. Poverty Action:
Read and Discuss Between the World and Me

Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates has been a
critically-acclaimed and award winning book looking at race in
modern American society.
To better educate ourselves on racial inequality, we have to
learn to understand how communities of color see the issue.

Reading this book give you one person’s understanding (shared
by many others) of what it means to be black in America. It may
challenge certain assumptions and may even force you to confront
beliefs you’ve not looked at before.

It is an exercise like this – where we choose to learn more about
our racial past and our own assumptions around that – that we
become better advocates.
Advocacy must always begin with understanding those we choose
to stand by and stand with.
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1.

February U.S. Poverty Action:
Read and Discuss Between the World and Me
Read Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates. If you cannot get the book or get it read in time,
please read these articles:

o

Except from Between the World and Me in The Atlantic:
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/07/tanehisi-coates-between-the-world-andme/397619/

o

“The Case for Reparations” in The Atlantic: http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/thecase-for-reparations/361631/

2.

Read the February Action, which includes information on the racial wealth gap and additional reading
resources, and questions for your group book discussion.
http://www.results.org/take_action/february_2016_u.s._poverty_action/

3.

Meet with your local RESULTS group to discuss the book. Conduct it whichever way you feel
comfortable. Take notes and let us know how it went; share how the discussion went with your Regional
Coordinators and RESULTS staff (jlinn@results.org).

4.

Optional: Join our online “Virtual Book Club” discussion of Between the World and Me on Thursday,
February 18 at 1:00pm and 8:00pm ET. This is an opportunity to discuss the book with RESULTS staff and
volunteers around the country. Join whichever call is most convenient for you (U.S. Poverty Free Agents
should plan to join one of these calls as well). Login at: http://fuze.me/27491886 or dial in by phone at (201)
479-4595 and enter Meeting ID: 27491886#.
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Register for the RESULTS International Conference
• Go to www.resultsconference.org to register today!
• Registration is only $125 for RESULTS volunteers until April 30
• Book hotel rooms directly at the Washington Court Hotel website here
(can find the hotel link at www.resultsconference.org)
• Acclaimed activist and author Barbara Ehrenreich will
speak at the conference – author of the best-selling
Nickel and Dimed
• 2016 REAL Change Fellowship applications are now
Being accepted. Great opportunity for young people to
become leaders in the fight to end poverty. Go to
http://www.results.org/realchange to learn more and apply!

See you in DC!
RESULTS U.S. Poverty National Webinar

16

Announcements
•

Congress is on recess next week! Follow up on your face-to-face meeting
requests and also ask about town halls. Once you get a meeting or town hall on
the calendar, contact Meredith Dodson (dodson@results.org) or Jos Linn
(jlinn@results.org) to set up a lobby prep call. Also, don’t forget to take copies of
our new Lobby Meeting Request Sheets (in the box on our Issues page).

•

Please send in your Group Plans. Thank you to everyone who has already
sent in their 2016 Group Plan Summary (PDF version) outlining your group goals
for this year. If you have not submitted your plan yet, please send a copy to Jos
Linn at jlinn@results.org as soon as possible.

•

Outreach Training Webinar, February 16 at 9:00 pm ET. Join this training
webinar and discussion about how to do successful outreach. You'll learn
outreach tips and skills from RESULTS staff, learn about outreach resources
available to you, and get answers to your questions about how best to recruit
new people. To join the webinar online, go
to: https://www.fuzemeeting.com/fuze/f2988286/31404402 or dial in at (201)
479-4595, meeting ID 31404402#.
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Announcements
•

RESULTS Virtual Book Club Discussion: Between the World and Me,
February 18 at 1:00 pm and 8:00 pm ET. U.S. Poverty Free Agents will
participate in these calls in lieu of our regular calls. Join online
at: http://fuze.me/27491886; or by phone at (201) 479-4595 and enter Meeting
ID: 27491886#.

•

RESULTS Introductory Call, February 26 at 1:00 pm ET. Encourage people
you know to get involved with RESULTS. Invite them to attend our next
RESULTS Intro Call. Go to the Intro Call registration form to sign up for an
upcoming call.

•

Our next U.S. Poverty National Webinar will be on Saturday, February 13 at
12:30 pm ET.

•

Find these and other events in the Events Calendar on the RESULTS website.
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See you for the next U.S. Poverty National Webinar on
March 12 at 12:30 pm ET!

