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http://www.mywebtimes.com/opinion/letters/kaseongresseedsto-think-of-working-
people/article1261eca#e435a08b2bae7alb6ac3c3cf.html

MyWebTimes (IL) : Congress needs to think of working
January 2, 2015

| am outraged that Congress continues to focus on passing tax brealisif@sses rather than
effective tax policies for working families.

In September, the U.S. Census reported that one in five American chileein poverty last
year. You would think this would be Congress' pojority as they worked to finish the year.
You would be wrong.

Insteadmany in Congress are pushing for tpsiew tax breaks for businesses tit add to

the federal deficit. Meanwhile, improvements to the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Child
Tax Credit (CTC) for millions ofow-income working families are set to expire. If this happens,

17 million Americans, including 8 million children, will fall into poverty or deeji@o poverty.

| urge members of Congress to focus on enacting policies thasthedjgling families make
ends meet. Specifically, | urge them to use @mybill they propose to includeotecting key
EITC and provisions

that are set to expire. The campaign is @veit's time for Congress tget back to work for the
working people of America.

-Shahed Kasem

(RESULTS Free Agent)

http://www.stamfordadvocate.com/news/article/WillddakerConnecticuineedsto-repair
holes6028071.php?cmpid=twitter

Stamford Advocate (CT): Connecticut needs to repair holesni the
safety net

Tuesday, January 20, 2015
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Thank you forKen Dixoris article ("State's poorest contribute more than sicteetax coffers,”

Jan. 7) about how the state and local tax burden in Connecticut falls most heavily on those least
able to pay. You don't need to be an economist to know that this is backward. Mr. Dixon's
analysis showing that the households earning04Bor less per year contribute almost twice as
much as those earning $2 million or more was aropgner. Part of that reflects extremely flat
marginal income tax rates herat $48,000 income the marginal rate is 5 percent while for any
income over $00,000 it is only 6.7 percent. Of courses, those at the bottom of the income scale
also pay a much larger portion of income in the form of sales tax, which isegeessive.

| agree with Mr. Dixon and with the organization he cit@dnnecticut Voices for Childrethat

the statéearned Income Tax Credihould be restored to the g2813 levels. The state's

budgetary problems should not be fixed by cutting assistance to the less fortunate among us, and
the EITC is one of the most powerful programs helping people to lift themselves out of poverty. |
urge everyone to call their state representatives and senators to tell them to correct that
situationpromptly.

The problem is not just in Hartford, howeverWrashington, the last Congress specifically

voted against making the 2009 improvements to the Federal EITC permanent. And some in the
new Congress have talked about making cuts to that program and-etherstage is already

set for cuts to Social Seatyr Disability Payments, and the food assistance program, SNAP, has
been targeted. Congressmim Himesand SenatorRichard BlumenthaandChris Murphy

need to hear from us all that we will back their efforts to prevent such a shredding of the Social
Safety Net. They will thank you for yosupport.

Bill Baker of Stamford is a 3%ear resident of Connecticut and a volunteer for RESULTS, an
organization that works to eliminate poverty by addressing its root causesf lagess to
enough food, to healthcare, to education, and to ecorappiartunity.

http://www.heraldnet.com/article/20150125/OPINION02/150129489

Everett Herald (WA): Let's help people out of poverty

Columnist Eugene Robinson makes a powerful case for picking up MLK's work to end economic
i nequ aMLK'stmgssag€ din economic inequality still fit#\s we celebrate the Reverend

Dr. Matrtin Luther King, Jr. on his special day, a day of service, we can each do something about
economic inequality. Contact your legislative representatives locally diothaléy and tell them

to turn this around. One specific is to support universal preschool for all Americans, so every
child can be ready for kindergarten. Another way is to raise the minimum wage to a living wage
so working full time can actually move p#e out of poverty. And the list goes on. We know

what to do, we just have to let our lawmakers know it is a priority with our voices and votes.

Willie Dickerson
Snohomish
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Detroit Free Press(MI) : Stop helping wealthy, start helping families

I'm honestly shocked that some of Congress continues to focus on protectingatesxfbr
businesses and wealthy families, rather than effective tax policies for working families.

In September 2014, the U.S. Census Bureau reported that almost 1 in 5 American children was
living in poverty in 2013. You would think this would be Congtdsp priority as it starts a new
session. Instead, many in Congress are pushing for costly new tax breaks for businesses that will
add to the federal deficit. Meanwhile, improvements to the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)

and Child Tax Credit (CTC) for fions of low-income working families are set to expire. If this
happens, 17 million Americans, including 8 million children, will fall into poverty or deeper into
poverty.

| urge members of Congress to focus on enacting policies that help strugglihgstanake

ends meet. Specifically, | urge them to use any tax bill they propose to include protecting key
EITC and CTC provisions that are set to expire. The campaign i$ovtes time for Congress

to get back to work for the working people of America.

Teia McGahey

Dearborn

http://www.abgjournal.com/534882/news/poveprpgramstrap-the-poordespitebest
intentions.html

Albuguerque Journal (NM): Poverty programs trap the poor

By Winthrop Quigley / Journal Staff Writer

(Jos:generated by RESULTS Albuquerque volunteers)

Charlie and Dee lhave been working to find solutions to poverty for many years. They
returned to Albuquerque not long ago from Ethiopia, where they were part of a Clinton
Foundation program. These days they volunteer with RESULTS, a Washingtoiinad«d. anti
poverty oganization.

The Ivys showed me a fascinating graph they developed that demonstrates how much existing
government programs contribute to family income. Their point is that for many people income

support is inadequate, asadacentfmanciabsafetyretoci et yos
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As we talked, the graph became a sort of Rorschach test; what we saw in the graph said as much
about how we each perceive the problem as it said about government programs.

| saw a collection of welintentioned benefits thatrovided incentives at certain marginal

income levels to stop working. | saw complex programs that are difficult for intended
beneficiaries to navigate and expensive to run. | saw a single, very simpilast solution to

the safetynet question. | samany political reasons why the complex programs, with all of their
unintended consequences, probably will continue.

The graph accompanies this article. See what you make of it.

The graph shows how much support a single
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At that income level, federal programs are
providing about $1,400 worth child care, housing assistance, food stamps and cash in the

form of the earned income tax credit. The parent loses everything except the earned income tax
credit once she earns the equivalent of $12.23 an hour. The parent loses the earned income tax
credt once she earns the equivalent of $18.45 an hour.

OLIANAL

You can see that once the parent earns more than thierfellequivalent of $7.46 an hour on the
job she loses monthly payments that help her afford child care. In effect, her monthly income
from work andbenefits is cut from about $2,600 to about $2,300 a month because she made
more money working. She loses her food stamps once she earns more than $9.51 an hour.
Housing assistance goes after $12.23 an hour.



What is even more insane is that the singlergdras to earn about $14.50 an hour and receive
an earned income tax credit before she gets back to the monthly revenue stream she had when
she earned $7.46 an hour and received child care, food stamps, the EITC and housing assistance.

No doubt there aresdidbeats who will avoid work whenever possible, but my own experience
says nobody likes being poor, most people would rather work, and most people will try to
improve their own future prospects and those of their children. That said, a rational economic
ador has to ask herself if taking a slightly befperying job is worthwhile when the cost is loss

of government support that exceeds the value of the raise.

Each of these support programs has its own rules, paperwork and bureaucracy. Benefit levels
from ore program can affect benefits from another. It is work to run these programs, and it is
work to receive the benefits the programs offer.

Three of them could be eliminated and the support they offer replaced with a higher earned

income tax credit, onethdte c |l i nes as the familyodés income i mj
support they receive is bettgpent on groceries or child care or housing. The only overhead in

running the program would be IRS administration, which is going to occur anyway.

Becausehere would be only the one tax credit to administer, no government agency would have
to determine i f someone is qualified for helop
income is below a specific level.

Here is why that doesnét happen:

Politiciars and bureaucrats often dondét trust anyon:
make their own decisions about their own wading when government money is involved.

Bureaucracies employ thousands of |ngthgsd e . I t 6
jobs.

People need cash right now, not when they file their taxes in April. Some mechanism has to be in
place to release funds monthly.

Food stamp programs exist in part to guarantee markets for farmers. Housing programs exist in
part to supporttte real estate industry. These are powerful business interests with powerful
lobbies that benefit from the status quo.

http://blogs.seattletimes.com/northwestvoices/2015/02/02$pepongresso-taketo-address
onrincomeinequality/
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Seattle Times(WA): Steps for Congress to take to address on
income inequality
February 2, 2015

It is wonderful that some candidatesfoegi dent have recently Adisco
i nequ&lbiktygy Whods discover ®aninyc Westineradquyalliany

Since the Republicarapty is the current majority in Congress, it gives citizens a chance to see if
they are serious about doing something about it. Extending the Child Tax Credit and the Earned
Income Tax Credit would show good faith, since they keep many Americans outeofypov

Passing universal pti€ education would help entering kindergartners have an even start at
education, instead of playing catchup. Then making community college free would give young
people a new opportunity to land good jobs.

All these could be pasgdy Congress right now, if income inequality really matters.

Willie Dickerson, Snohomish

http://www.statesman.com/news/news/opinion/lettetrthe-editor0207 5/nj6Bx/

Austin American-Statesman(TX): Close wealth gap with EITC,
other aid

February 6, 2015

Re:Jan. 3l articldf Po |l i ti Fact : Top 1% of earners are doi

Republican Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas is correct in saying that the top 1 percent now earns more of
the national income than in any year since the late 1920s.

Congress can do something abthusg inequality. Congress should make protecting and

strengthening the earned income tax credit and the child tax credit a top priority. Key provisions

of these effectveanpoverty tax credits are set to expirtr
succesful antipoverty programs for children.

The tax credits enable leimcome working families to make ends meet. Studies also
demonstrate that credits |ike these boost chi
earnings later in lif@ all while incentivizing work and prioritizing family time.

MARTHA ROGERS, AUSTIN
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http://www.abgjournal.com/539376/opinion/tadik-the-town-160.html

Albuquerque Journal (NM): We can tweak current poverty
programs

MANY THANKS TO Win Quigley for his column on the bind that many lawome people
find themselves in (APoverty programs trap

As an example, any raise that brings income above $&dbBour currently results in loss of
childcare help in a orehild family, a loss of $500 or so per month. A hasined raise should
not make life harder.

Structural issues like this keep people poor, stressed and less productive than they could be.
RESUTS, the antipoverty group Quigley met with before writing his column, works on these
systemic causes of poverty to build a country where our children can thrive.

As a longstanding member of RESULTS, | must take issue with the headline, which to the
castal reader condemns poverty programs in general. Child care, food and housing assistance
keep thousands of families here in New Mexico afloat. They are invaluable. When they are not
working correctly, l et ds fix them.

The Earned Income Tax Credit is a mooefjradual reduction of benefits that solves the worst
aspects of the problem. Mr. Quigley proposexhd then pronounced dead on arrival far
reaching reform that would put all income support under the umbrella of the EITC. Enacting
such a reform wodlresult in huge savings in time for recipients and administrative costs for all
of us.

| f t hat i s out of reach, we can stild]l t we ak

|l ower the | evel of support sinakesuretaaythewagel f of
earner actually gets a little easier life for her hard work.

ROXANNE ALLEN

Albuquerque

http://www.desmoinesgister.com/story/opinion/2015/02/12/tastepscorrectincome
inequality/23279429/

Des Moines Registe(lA) : Take steps to correct income inequality

Jos G. Linn, West Des Moirigs24 a.m. CST February 12, 2015

t

t
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| am very encouraged that a number of prant Republicans, like Paul Ryan, Ted Cruz, and

Mitch McConnell, have finally discovered that income inequality is a serious problem. Perhaps
their better angels are shining through. | hope these leaders will now take the proven steps to fix
the problem.

A good start would be to make the current Earned Income Tax Credit and Child Tax Credit
permanent so families can work ftiline and not live in poverty, raise the minimum wage so

workers are fairly compensated for the wealth they create, ensure thaldaérc have a brighter

future with universal preschool, and let millions of Americans keep their health insurance by
fixing Obamacareds shortcomings rather than r
serious dent i n Ameyitiseemsdtleseeadars drenmorg mtprestedimt s a d
blaming the president for their own dogged refusal to abandon tdok& economics, which

has caused this mess, than solving the problem.

Let s hope their better an @retdthe dewil antheirut . Becau
shoul der, theydd best remember that he also c

d Jos G. Linn, West Des Moines

http://www.monroemonitor.com/2015/ 02/17/letter -editor-universal-preschookneeded/

Monroe Monitor and Valley News(WA): Letter to the Editor |
Universal preschool needed

Sabella Johnson got it right: fAlnvest in ear|l
(ASultan SdesutAd | i @miclednearke on Ol ympia, 06 Feb.

Early childhood education prepares students for kindergarten and success throughout life. With
programs like Head Start, students are less likely to be a burden on society. So the universal pre
K education is worthhe investment.

The question is, will we join young Miss Johnson and use our voices to make sure our
representatives know how important this is? We can call, write, tweet, Facebook or méet face
face with our elected representatives and request uniygesidleducation become an

opportunity for all.

- Willie Dickerson, Snohomish
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http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/opinion/readedSAIB/16/hungeamericacan
prevented/24820887/

Des Moines Registe(lA) : Hunger in America can be prevented

March 15, 2015

Thanks to Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack for wanting to protect the SNAP program.
["Vilsack defends food stamp progranMarch 3]. While volunteering at my local food bank
this year, | saw a man come in who just finished his éight shift at a gas station come for
food to get through the month. Vilsack is correct; raising the minimum wage could alleviate
some of the need. Buntil we find and fund these ways to end hunger, cuts to the SNAP
program are threats against America's children and elderly.

o Willie Dickerson,Snohomish, Wash.

http://www.theolympian.com/2015/03/16/3625100 -tagditprogramshelp-keep.html?rh=1

The Olympian (WA): Tax credit programs help keep people from
poverty

March 16, 2015

Your Feb. 20 editorial points out the rising number of people livingpiverty in Washington

statel half of these are children, elderly or disabled. Your editorial on Feb. 24 reminds us that
the number of elderly living in poverty is increasing and will continue to increase as the number
of baby boomers turn 65. Povertycigarly a problem in this country, one of the wealthiest
nations in the world.

| heartily support the recommended task force (House Bill 2113) to studycuetity strategies

in our state. But a task force can only do so much. We already know thatiénal fporograms,

Earned Income Tax Credit and Child Tax Credit, are financial life lines that lift millions of

people out of poverty. These programs help the workingiptworse often working two or three

jobs at minimum wage, still making less than $08,&nnually. These programs were part of the
American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012 (the Afi
2017.

Some in Congress are already lining up to slash these credits. According to the Center on Budget
and Policy Porities, 216,000 Washington citizens will fall into or deeper into poverty if

Congress fails to make key provisions permanent. Let us stay vigilant in supporting and
improving on these established programs that provide tax credits where they are stalgsper
needed. A tax credit is money in hand.
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Helen Henry

Olympia

http://www.heraldnet.com/article/20150319/0OPINION02/150319078

Everett Herald (WA): Medicare for all does male sense

Regarding t he dladicard work opemét toteveenryane Anot her doct o
retired, and has no ax to grind. Instelaeljs giving us his opinion, based on working as a

practicing physician and involved in the administration system. I, for one, think his opinion

makes sense. Since the U.S. allows the health insurance to tack on 20 percent to the cost of our
health careincluding bloated executive salaries, no wonder it costs more than outside the U.S.

And why should I, dying of cancer, be limited to which doctor | see? What happened to the

power of the market? Finally, hundreds of millions of dollars are being spetittp Medicare

to benefit rich corporations at the expense of ordinary patients. Let's get rid of the complexities
intended to make the rich richer and get Medicare available for all of us. Lower medicine costs

and better treatment for all of us most inchee

Bob Dickerson
Seattle

http://www.lenconnect.com/article/20150320/OPINION/150329844/0/SEARCH

The Daily Telegram (MI): Gerson right about building U.S. society

March 21, 2015
To the editor,

Michael Gerson gives a clear update on the current status of American economic inequality and
some ways t o Buildisoagiety iotcut inequalijymwd.ly/KBBgl, Lenconnect.com,
March 16).

These things that can be done to change this situation will require citizens speaking up about it.
First, education: universal preschool to get alldren a good start in kindergarten. As a teacher

for 35 years, | have seen the difference it makes and the kids without this opportunity who never
quite catch up. They are more likely to graduate from high school as well. Then, free community
college willlead to decent jobs. Of course, living wages will make all the difference. A person
working 40 hours a week too often needs government help or chooses between paying for rent
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and food. Which brings up the dangers of cutting the safety net programs liketdoops.
Increasing the Earned Income and Child Tax Credits will be helpful immediately.

Our representatives need to know taking action on these programs to turn around economic
inequality is important. So give a call, text, or email and speak up to andikference.

Willie Dickerson

Snohomish, Wash.

http://www.indystar.com/story/opinion/readers/2015/03/22fcat-stamps/25192009/

Indianapolis Star (IN): Don't cut food stamps

March 22, 2015

| am so frustrated with Congress; they are continually attacking the poor.

The House has released its 2016 budget proposal and it is not good news in regard to the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program. As witlvises House budget proposals, the plan
would convert SNAP into a block grant to states (along with Medicaid), and cut it by
approximately $140 billion.

This will serve only one purpoge to make the wealthy wealthier and the poor poorer.
SNAP already prodes an average of only $1.40 per person per meal, primarily to poor children,
working-poor parents, seniors, people with disabilities, and others struggling to make ends meet.

We live in America and we are forced to starve!

In 2013, SNAP lifted nearly 5 ithibn people out of poverty. Making SNAP a block grant would
force states to either reduce benefits or cut people off the program. We cannot let this happen.

| urge our members of Congress to stand up for hungry families and reject any budget that
proposego cut or restructure SNAP.

Sharvonne Williamsindianapolis

http://www.arkansasbusiness.com/article/10406 74siepsingwith-snaptamarabatesfeedback
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Arkansas Busines4AR): Stop Messing With SNAP (Tamara Bates
Feedback)

Monday, Mar. 23, 2015
TO THE EDITOR:

As an American, | am frustrated that Congress continues its assault on our neighbors struggling
with poverty. The House of Representatijtest released its new budget and it would serve one
purposed to make the wealthy wealthier and the poor poorer. To help pay for new costly tax
cuts, it would convert the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, formerly food
stamps) into a lumpusn payment to states. This would force millions of hungry Americans off

the program.

Do lawmakers forget that the primary beneficiaries of SNAP are children, the elderly, and the
disabled? Do they ignore that SNAP has been shown to improve nutritionatiddwgcomes in
children? Do they balk at SNAPG6s 96 percent a
fact is that if SNAP were a corporate program, Congress would be holding it up as a model of
effectiveness and efficiency. When it comes to catyhunger and poverty, our investments in

SNAP are working. Congress should stop trying to screw it up.

| urge our members of Congress to stand up for hungry families and reject any budget that
proposes to cut or restructure SNAP.

Tamara Bates
Little Rock

http://www.kitsapsun.com/opinion/letters-investing-in-kids-pays-off 69342730

Kitsap Sun (WA): Investing in kids pays off
March 25, 2015
Willie Dickerson, Snohomish, WA

Investing in kids pays off
Education is an important way to make a difference. The Legislature is working on this right
now, as Chris Henry wrote aboutredert i n t he Sun. (AWhil e some e

forward, hard work is yet to come, 0 March 16)

Perhaps most effective is the chance to increase funding to early childhood education, giving
more children the chance to go to preschool and be ready forgamten. As a teacher for over


https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.kitsapsun.com/opinion/letters-investing-in-kids-pays-off_69342730&usd=2&usg=ALhdy28dNeI0hCakxKx8JRlFiRY3ERxwfg

35 years, | witnessed the difference it can make. Kids that missed this opportunity not only had
trouble catching up their whole-K2 career, but were less likely to graduate from high school.

The best way to make sure thigppens is to contact your legislators and let them know
preschool for all is worth the cost. In the long run it saves the state money by investing early in
the lives of our children.

http://www.snohacom/html/letters.html

Snohomish Tribune(WA) : Making a difference

Help kids by increasing food stamp funding

To the Editor:

Thanks for the inspiring article about bikers caring for abused Kids.¢ ¢ a | bi kers st an
child abuse and take kids under their wingd Ma Srotomigh8Tribune

The BACA folks show us how to make a difference.

All of us can do something.

For example, right nows budget time in Congress and big decisions on how to spend our taxes

are being made. We have it in our power to end child hunger by fully funding the SNAP program
(formerly food stamps). By contacting our representatives and telling them it is imporésuat

hunger in the worldds richest country, we can
Take a few minutes to call or email your Representative and Senators. Congresswoman Suzan
DelBene is on the Agriculture Committee that funds SNAP and always fights hard for it, but she
needs our support. Wondét you contribute your v

Willie Dickerson
Snohomish

http://www.standard.net/Letters/2015/03/26/Etecut-food-stampsor-SNAP.html

Ogden (UT) Standard Examiner: Don't cut food stamps or SNAP
WEDNESDAY , MARCH 25 2015

Editor,

A few years ago, my-yearold neighbor came over late in the afternoon. She casually

mentioned that she hadnét yadmrdh samgtmhe milgi ed |t |
any food. Al ar med, | took her to McDonal dbés a


http://www.snoho.com/html/letters.html
http://www.snoho.com/stories_2015/031815_baca_bikers_help_fight_child_abuse.html
http://www.snoho.com/stories_2015/031815_baca_bikers_help_fight_child_abuse.html
http://www.standard.net/Letters/2015/03/26/Don-t-cut-food-stamps-or-SNAP.html

way through | asked if she was full. ANo, 0 sh
either. o

One in five children in the 1$. risks going to bed hungry. Many of our Utah representatives in
Congress and the Senate believe private charities, not government, should provide for those in
need. But right now, private charities, such as our food pantries and Boy Scout food dyives on
provide 6 percent of emergency food relief. Federal programs, mostly through SNAP (or food
stamps) provides the rest. The majority (75 percent) of those receiving food stamps are children,
seniors, and the disabled. In 2012, SNAP lifted 5 million Anagsoout of poverty, including 2.2
million children.

Current budget proposals to cut SNAP funding would leave millions of Americans without food.
Please call your congressman and request no more cuts to the vital SNAP program.

Debbie Baskin

Salt Lake City

http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865625022/SNAP
children.html?pg=all#D8CYAv3FiHPpbKFB.03

Deseret NewgUT): Letter: SNAP for children
Thursday, March 26 2015

A few years ago, living west of Liberty Park, my seyearold neighbor came over late in the

afternoon. She casually mentioned that she ha
she replied there waosorkd theany of avocd.o nAall adronse da,n dli
eating her hamburger halfway through, | asked

had anything to eat today either. o

One in five children in the U.S. risks going to bed hungry. Many of our Utabsemtatives in
Congress and the Senate believe private charities, not government, should provide for those in
need. But right now, private charities, such as our food pantries and Boy Scout food drives, only
provide 6 percent of emergency food relief. &mdl programs, mostly through SNAP (or food
stamps) provides the rest. The majority (75 percent) of those receiving food stamps are children,
seniors and the disabled. In 2012, SNAP lifted 5 million Americans out of poverty, including 2.2
million children.

Current budget proposals to cut SNAP funding would leave millions of Americans without food.
Please call your congressman and request no more cuts to the vital SNAP program.

Debbie Baskin


http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865625022/SNAP-for-children.html?pg=all#D8CYAv3FiHPpbKFB.03
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865625022/SNAP-for-children.html?pg=all#D8CYAv3FiHPpbKFB.03

Salt Lake City

http://www.mystatesman.com/news/news/opinion/letterthe-editor32615/nkfK7/

Austin American-Statesman(TX): Food stamp assist works fine as it
IS

Re: March 21 article&) St at es t o test ways to send food st ¢

|l tds great that the U.S. Department of Agricu
NutritonAss i st ance Program find work. I n fact, SNA
all along.

SNARP lifted nearly 5 million people out of poverty in 2013, mainly because it is designed to

respond to changes in the economy. Enroliment goes up when the edoriotnys a A Gr ea't
Recessiono and goes down when the economy i mp
make SNAP a state block grant would eliminate this feature and force states to either reduce
benefits or cut people off the program.

As Congress again ntemplates cutting SNAP funding, | urge its members, especially my
representative, Michael McCaul, to stand up for-loeome families and the 21 percent of U.S.
children who are at risk of going to bed hungry each night.

MARTHA M. ROGERS, AUSTIN

http://www.kitsapsun.com/opinion/lettepsotectchildrenfrom-congressionatuts 04309872

Kitsap Sun (WA): Protect children from Congressional cuts

March27, 2015

Diana TyreeEddy, Hansville, WA

Protect children from Congressional cuts

Last week, the House and Senate budget committees put forward their budget proposals.
Unfortunately, the House proposal includes deep cuts and dramatic changes to li@&upp

Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, formerly food stamps).

SNAP is the nationbs primary defense against
American children is at risk of going to bed hungry, a critical lifeline for millions. As a local


http://www.mystatesman.com/news/news/opinion/letters-to-the-editor-32615/nkfK7/
http://www.mystatesman.com/ap/ap/top-news/states-to-test-ways-to-send-food-stamp-recipients-/nkbGN/
http://www.kitsapsun.com/opinion/letters-protect-children-from-congressional-cuts_04309872

teacher | daily face having to teach students who are food insecure. House Budget Committee

staff estimated the cuts to SNAP total approximately $125 billion over the next ten years, which

the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities estimates could mea# dillion Americans would

|l ose access to nutrition benefits. The House
funds ,londwn te&s bl ock grants, and also require
(outside of health and retirement programagjich includes SNAP. While the proposal provides

no specific details, converting SNAP in to a block grant would be disastrous for millions of

children and families.

In particular, the House budget paves the way for deep cuts and changes to SNAP mgincludi

SNAP and other programs in the budget reconciliation process, while the Senate does not. This
week the full House and Senate will consider their budget proposals, and then they will work to
reach a final agreement by April 15. This means we have awimoldw to stop Congress from
putting cuts and changes to SNAP on the Afast
protect vulnerable children and disabled from these harmful cuts.

http://www.sltrib.com/csp/mediapool/sites/sltrib/pages/printfriendly.csp?id=2335482

Salt Lake City Tribune (UT): Preserve SNAP to feed millions
MARCH 27, 2015

A few years ago, living just west of Liberty Park, myeaeyearold neighbor came over late in

the afternoon. She casually mentioned that sh
and she replied there wasnét any food. Al ar me
eating her hamburger halfay through, | asked if she was full.

ANo, 0 she stated. AMy mom hasndédt had anything

One in five children in the U.S. risks going to bed hungry. Many of our Utah representatives in
Congress believe private charities, not governméat,lgl provide for those in need. But right
now, private charities, such as our food pantries and Boy Scout food drives, only provide 6
percent of emergency food relief. Federal programs, mostly through SNAP (or food stamps),
provides the rest. The majorify5 percent) of those receiving assistance are children, seniors,
and the disabled. In 2012, SNAP helped 5 million Americans, including 2.2 million children.

Current budget proposals to cut SNAP funding would leave millions of Americans without food.
Pleae call your Congress member and request no more cuts to the vital SNAP program.

Debbie Baskin

Salt Lake City



http://www.sltrib.com/csp/mediapool/sites/sltrib/pages/printfriendly.csp?id=2335482

http://www.capitalgazette.com/opinioefters/phacce-letters201503277,0,4287455.story

Capital Gazette (MD): Food aid
March 27, 2015

As an American, | am frustrated th@bngresgontinues its assault on our neighbors struggling

with poverty. TheHouse of Representativpsst released its new budget and it would serve one
purpose: to make the wealthy wealthier and the poor poorer. To help pay for new costly tax cuts,
it would convert th&Supplemental Nutrition Assistance ProgramnSNAP, (formerly food

stamps) into a lump sum payment to states. This woute imillions of hungry Americans off

the program.

Do lawmakers forget that the primary beneficiaries of SNAP are children, the elderly and the
disabled? Do they ignore that SNAP has been shown to improve nutrition and health outcomes in
children? Do they bla at SNAP's 96 percent accuracy and only 1 percent fraud rate? SNAP is

the most effective tool we have to fight hunger, including childhood hunger, and it's working.
Congress should stop trying to screw it up.

| urge U.S. Rep. Edwards, U.S. Sen. Mikulsikid U.S. Sen. Cardin to stand up for hungry
families in Anne Arundel County and reject any budget that proposes to cut or restructure SNAP.

MARY BETH MORRISSEY

Severna Park

http://www.nj.com/opinion/index.ssf/2015/03/congress_letting_down_poor_americans_by_cultti
ng_fo.html

Newark Star-Ledger (NJ): Congress' food stamp cuts neglect poor
Americans

By Letters to the Editor/The Staedger
March 28, 2015 at 8:00 AM

| am frustrated that Congress continues its assault on Americans struggling with poverty. The
House of Representatives just released its new budget whicsigmilicantly cut the

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, formerly Food Stamps). SNAP lifted nearly
5 million people out of poverty in 2013 and the main reason it did this was because the program
is designed to respond to changes in the ecgn&mrollment goes up when the economy is bad
and goes down when the economy improves. Making SNAP a block grant would eliminate this
feature, force states to reduce benefits and cause millions of America's most vulnerable to go
hungry.


http://www.capitalgazette.com/opinion/letters/ph-ac-ce-letters-20150327-7,0,4287455.story
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Lawmakers forget it the primary beneficiaries of SNAP are children, the elderly, veterans and
the disabled. Do they ignore that SNAP has been shown to improve nutrition and health
outcomes in children? Do they balk at SNAP's 96 percent accuracy and only one percent fraud
rate? The simple fact is that if SNAP were a corporate program, Congress would be holding it up
as a model of effectiveness and efficiency. When it comes to reducing hunger and poverty, our
investments in SNAP are working. Congress should not mess wittasughly effective

program.

Susan Joseph Rack, Martinsville

http://www.theolympian.com/2015/03/30/3648350 progriongpoorestareneed.html?rh=1

The Olympian (WA): Programs for poorest are need expanding, not
cuts

March 30, 2015

Excellent March 11 | etter o nafterthebellpfogtasnt f or ki
makes difference. o0 This is critialyaAlsof or ki ds
invaluable for these kids and their parents are SNAP (formerly food stamps) and EITC (the

Earned Income Tax Credit), the two most effective federal programs serving these families.

| mention this because there are some in our national legeslaho would cut these programs

in order to continue and expand reduced taxes for our wealthiest citizens. | would like to
encourage our representative, Denny Heck, to do whatever he can to make sure there are no cuts
to either of these programs.

| f upto e | would have them both expanded.

Woody Moore

Shelton

http://blog.thenewstribune.com/letters/2015/03/30/proteatmededfor-kids-not-corporations/

Tacoma News Tribune (WA):HUNGER: Protection needed for kids
I not corporations

Letter by Donna MSchindler Munro, Bremerton


http://www.theolympian.com/2015/03/30/3648350_programs-for-poorest-are-need.html?rh=1
http://blog.thenewstribune.com/letters/2015/03/30/protection-needed-for-kids-not-corporations/

March 30, 2015
Re: ADé6s and R6és are partners in posturingo (
| find this column regarding government spending and taxes amazinglysghtued.

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, formerly called food stamps) is on the
congressional chopping block in byddfepnset di scus
against hunger. Child poverty in the U.S, at 21 percent, is the highest of any major country. In
Washington state, more than 18 percent of our kids lived below the poverty line in 2013.

Consider these points:

A The Senat e b thahg40tillign m armecessas anc expeasive tax breaks and
subsidies for oil and gas companies, even as the five biggest oil companies alone made more
than $1 trillion in profits over the last decade.

A In 1952, the cor por aut3®pdrcantal all éedetaktax reeenue.o u nt e d
Today, despite recosdreaking profits, corporate taxes bring in just 11 percent. One out of four
major profitable corporations pays nothing in federal income taxes. We need tax reform.

A We mai nt ainucledr Wwasheasisa whensa tiy fraction of this number would ensure
the deterrence of an attack.

Sens. Patty Murray and Maria Cantwell and our representatives in the House need to oppose any
budget that would cut or restructure SNAP.

Cedar Rapids Gazette(lA): SNAP is working, leave it alone

March 31, 2015



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

SNAP is working,
leave it alone

As an American, Iam
frustrated that Congress
continues s assault on our
neighbors struggling with
poverty. The House of Rep-
resentatives released its new
budget and it would serve
one purpose — {0 make the
wealthy wealthier and the
poor poorer. To help pay for
new costly tax cuts, it would
convert the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram (SNAP, formerly food
stamps) into a fump-sum
payment to states known
as block grants. This would
force millions of hungty
Americans off the prograrm.
Tn Towa 12.1 percent of the
population receives SNAP.

Do lawmakers forget that
the primary beneficiaries of
GNAP are children, the elder-
ly, and the disabled? Do they
ignore that SNAP has been |
shown to improve putrition.” |
and health outcomes in chil \
dren? Do they balk at SNAP's|
96 percent accuracy andonly |
1 percent fraud rate? If SNAP
Wwere a corporate program,
Congress would be holding
it up as a model of effective- |
ness and efficiency. When it |
comes to reducing hunger 2
and poverty, our investments |
in SNAP are working. Con- |
gress should stop trying to
screw it up.

Turge our members of
Congress to stand up for hun-
gry families andrejectany |
budget that proposes tocut
or restructure SNAP. C
Sen. Joni Brnst at (202) 2
3954 and Rep. Rod Blum at
(202) 2252911

Judy McDowell
Cedar Rapids




http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/opinion/readers/2015/04i0d#buseslanguage
patriotic/70758688/

Des Moines Register (IA):Budget uses language to sound patriotic

Judy Zobel, West Des Moines , Letter to the Edétpril 1, 2015

To be ready for the presidential hopefuls coming to lowa, I've been readinglabtiatal year
2016 budget proposal coming out of the U.S. House of Representatives. There isn't-aomiddle
lower-class American taxpayer who would not take a beating if this budget is allowed to stand.
The killer is that it's presented as a patrioticudoent.

Let's take the Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program, for example. The "Balanced Budget
for a Stronger America" report states that they would like to "make sure that those who need
assistance get more than an invitation into a broken systdray'will do this by cutting about

$140 million out of the highly successful SNAP program. Also, they claim they don't want to
ignore the fraud in programs such as SNAP. The fraud rate is actually 1 percent, which would
lead me to believe this concerraised herring.

Also stated in the report, in the section concerning the safety net, is the goal of encouraging
robust work. Nice goal; however, the average length of time people are on food stamps is eight
to 10 months. When there are jobs, people work.

However, my favorite statement is the one about transferring SNAP funding to a "State

Flexibility Fund." Programs given to the state in "block grants,” which is the proposal in the
budget, aren't designed to respond to the ups and downs of the economyPake&8Nii\recent

years. Eventually the programs get cut, money is used for different purposes or people are forced
out.

Does using lovely language really fool the taxpayers? We'll see what happens to the House's
"patriotic" budget.

Custer County Chronicle ( SD) : Li ke Noembs Wor k
April 1, 2015
Dear Editor,

| appreciate Rep. Kristi Noem using her voice asltair of the Congressional Caucus for
Womends | ssues to send a |l etter to Congressio
Chi | dr damirswrande @mdram (CHIP) funding. Our families need the assurance of CHIP
funding as they manage family budgets and doc
we all want to know we can take them to the doctor.


http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/opinion/readers/2015/04/01/budget-uses-language-patriotic/70758688/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/opinion/readers/2015/04/01/budget-uses-language-patriotic/70758688/

Editor and readers, please joire in congratulating Kristi for caring for our children and ask her
to also |l ead the Womends Caucus in extending
program and Child Tax Credit for working lemcome families. All these issues are important to
the families in our community and the current proposed Republican budget puts them at risk.

Shirley Jane Hobbs

Hermosa

http://www.parkrecord.com/opion/ci 27823669/lettereditorapril-1-3-2015?source=email

Park City Record (UT) Support SNAP to ensure kids don't go
hungry

April 1, 2015
Editor:

A few years ago, when | lived just west of Liberty Park in Salt Lake City, my sgaeold

neighbor camever late in the afternoon. She casually mentioned that she hadn't eaten anything
all day. | asked her why and she replied there wasn't any food. Alarmed, | took her to
McDonald's and when she stopped eating her hamburger halfway through | asked g flle wa
"No," she stated, "My mom hasn't had anything to eat today either."”

According towww.cbpp.org, one in five children in the U.S. risks going to bed hungry. Many of
our Utah representatives in Congress and that8drelieve private charities, not government,
should provide for those in need. Currently, private charities, such as our food pantries and Boy
Scout food drives only provide 6 percent of emergency food relief. Federal programs, mostly
through SNAP (or fod stamps) provides the rest. The majority (75 percent) of those receiving
assistance are children, seniors, and the disabled. In 2012, SNAP lifted five million Americans
out of poverty, including 2.2 million children.

Current budget proposals to cut SNAIRding would leave millions of Americans without food.
Please call your congressman and request no more cuts to the vital SNAP program.

Debbie Baskin, RESULTS Group Leader

Park City

New Haven Registe(CT): SNAP Cuts Will Hurt Children


http://www.parkrecord.com/opinion/ci_27823669/letters-editor-april-1-3-2015?source=email
http://www.cbpp.org/

April 5, 2015

The House Budget Committee recently passed their version cutting SNAP considerably! It would
remove $140 billion from SNAP (formerly referred to as Food Stamps). | am very upset!

With these cuts, those who take part in SNAP would lose 140 meals yeatlys TBaveeks of
food! As it is, paying for food on the budget allowed for SNAP is already quite difficult.

Now SNAP is our country's largest nutrition program for children, but 21 million would not have
them without it; 23 million households would hawegb without if their version is agreed to.

If food is taken away, hungry children to not learn. Without enough fresh, nutritious foods, they
would not growwell. Furthermore, children and their parents would be more susceptible to
illness.

Congress caidering cutting rather than investing in these children would be wrong.

Members of Congress pay attention to editorials, articles, and letters to the editor printed in their
districts or states. Your printing this letter would encourage Members of Ggrigreupport this

and other aspects of the Safety Net.

Leslie Weinberg

Stamford

http://www stltoday.com/news/opinion/mailbag/avaldasticdamaqgeto-federatnutrition-
programs/article b704cd9ih625867~b81ef69b091b17c2.html

St. Louis PostDispatch (MO): Avoid drastic damage to federal
nutrition programs

April 6, 2015

| am writing in response to the editorial "Senate favors free lunch” (March 31) mentioning the
recent House and Senate budget proposals. The
i mportance as "not a budget ,sthéfarce ofdawf r a mewor k O

Yes, House and Senate budget resolutions passed last week are only frameworks for the detailed
budget work to come, but what frameworks they are! They set out an almost identical set of
priorities: no new revenues, billions in defeirsereases, calls for up to $5 trillion in cuts to

critical domestic programs like Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program and nutrition

support, and turning SNAP and Medicaid into block grants to states. Budget negotiators hope to
produce and pass a fitaudget resolution by April 15.


http://www.stltoday.com/news/opinion/mailbag/avoid-drastic-damage-to-federal-nutrition-programs/article_b704cd97-db62-5867-b81e-f69b091b17c2.html
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While both House and Senate budget resolutions share general priorities, they differ in important
details. The House resolution specifies at least $125 billion in cuts to SNAP that could mean 11
million to 12 million Ameri@ans would lose access to nutrition benefits. In addition, the House

version paves the way for these cuts and changes to SNAP by including SNAP in the budget
reconciliation process. The Senate resolution
tracko SNAP cuts through reconciliation.

Sens. Roy Blunt and Claire McCaskill can urge budget negotiators to follow the Senate approach
to avoid the most drastic damage to SNAP and nutrition support.

Vicki K. Carlson A Olivette

http://www.toledoblade.com/Editorials/2015/04/06/HeammnomicsNutty-andnasty.html

Toldeo Blade (OH): Home economics: Nutty and nasty

EDITORIAL T April 6, 2015
(Jos: generatetty RESULTS Detroit volunteer Mary Albertson)

The most hopeful thing that can be said about the Repulllicad House Budget Com
proposed feder al budget i s t haknowwheredobesndét ha
passing. Its priorities, whicimclude repealing the Affordable Care Act and essentially turning

Medicare into a voucher program, are a wish list for the most extreme wing of the Republican

Party.

At its worst, this budget plan for next year is nutty and nasty. It ought to be reputicag
serious Republican presidential candidate.

Nowhere is that truer than in the budgetodos pl
Program, or SNAP, by orthird. The food stamp program, which for years enjoyed bipartisan
support, will once aga become a focal point for congressional wrangling.

Food st amps r e méne defedsenagainsthanges directlydentfitting 1.8 million,
or one of six, Ohioans, as well as 44 million other Americans. The House plan would cut SNAP
by $125 billon over the next decade more thanon¢ hi rd of t he programbs

That would likely throw more than 10 million Americans off the program. The House budget
would convert food stamps to-salled state flexibility funds, or block grants. With no gign
attached to the program, states could cut benefits or enactestrietive eligibility
requirements, and then use federal dollars for other purposes.

Thereds nothing wrong with doing thidmQ@lo di ffe
is notone of then® are using $200 million in federal grants to test new ways of using work


http://www.toledoblade.com/Editorials/2015/04/06/Home-economics-Nutty-and-nasty.html

training programs to get food stamp recipients back to work. Pilot programs include career
coaches, training for higlemand jobs, and child care for families who neachtional training.

Better job training can help make the food stamp program work better. But simply cutting

benefits wondét help people climb the economic
Current benefits, which average | ess than $13
espead |l 'y so when many recipients dondét have acc

food at reasonable costs.

The notion that people remain in poverty to collect $4 a day in food stamp benefits is ludicrous.
Nearly half of SNAP recipients already Wor

Children, elderly Americans, and people with disabilities make up most of the rest. One in four
eligible Americans doesndt sign up for the pr

The mor al claim for these Draconian steps, an
years. Buthe House Republican plan also includes an increase in defense spending. More than
two-thirds of the proposed spending cuts would come from programs that serve poor and middle
class Americans.

Former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush said in Detroit this year thabéamany Americans live on the
edge of economic ruin. The Republican presidential hopeful says he is working on an economic
plan.

The House budget isnb6t it. Budgets represent
Republican proposal is irnesnsible and immoral.

http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865625907/KE&AP-
funded.html?pg=all#tpQ8TYOBugycfLFc.03

Deseret NewgUT): Keep SNAP funded
Tuesday, April 7 2015

The Great Recession started seven years ago; according to the International Monetary Fund, it
has been the worst global recession the world has experienced since World War Il. Millions lost
their homes, their jobs and thekst eggs in its wake.

So why no Hoovervilles, no stories of our fellow citizens surviving on boiled cabbage and

roadkill to make it through the Great Recession? Because we collectively learned from the Great
Depression and vowed we would never let tlegdden again. The economy will strengthen and
weaken, but our people, especially our childr


http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865625907/Keep-SNAP-funded.html?pg=all#tpQ8TY0BugycfLFc.03
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865625907/Keep-SNAP-funded.html?pg=all#tpQ8TY0BugycfLFc.03

The House of Representatives recently passed budget proposals including deep cuts to the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, or SNAP¢ckvis the contemporary name for food
stamps. The Center on Budget and Policy Priorities estimates the cuts could result in 11 to 12
million Americans losing access to nutrition benefits.

In 2013, one in five children in the United States was at risk ofggmi bed hungry. The U.S.
Census reported in that same year that SNAP lifted 4.8 million people out of poverty. Why
would we turn our backs on an effective, relevant and necessary program? Please call your
congressional representative and tell him orthatr we need to preserve funding for this vital
program.

Ariane Dansie

Salt Lake City

http://www.abgjournal.com/565709/opinion/tadik-the-town-168.html

Albuquergque Journal (NM): No snap judgments on SNAP program

April 7, 2015

AS CONGRESS WORKS to once again cut Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program benefits
for low-income families, we can expect to hear the myth of rampant fraud in the program. The
truth is that the6sNAP program is a model when it comes to achieving its goals and consistently
reports have shown only 1 percent fraud throughout the system.

According to the USDA, the fraud that does occur happens more often from retailers inflating
their SNAP receipts ther than with the consumer! So next time someone throws up this
smokescreen as justification for cutting benefits, please offer to share the true story.

DEE IVY

Albuquerque

http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/237335255/letterpreservesnapfunding-for-the

Salt Lake City Tribune (UT): Preserve SNAP funding for the poor

April 7, 2015


http://www.abqjournal.com/565709/opinion/talk-of-the-town-168.html
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/2373352-155/letter-preserve-snap-funding-for-the

The Great Recession started seven years ago, according to the IMF the wolsegésiséon the
world has experienced since World War Il. Millions lost their homes, their jobs and their nest
eggs in its wake.

So why no Hoovervilles, no stories of our fellow citizens surviving on boiled cabbage and
roadkill to make it through the GreRecession? Because we collectively learned from the Great
Depression and vowed that we would never let that happen again. The economy will strengthen
and weaken, but our people, especially our children, shouldn't starve.

The House of Representatives rabepassed budget proposals including deep cuts to the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, the contemporary name for food stamps).
The Center on Budget and Policy Priorities estimates the cuts could result in 11 million to 12
million Americanslosing access to nutrition benefits.

SNAP lifted 4.8 million people out of poverty in 2013, according to the U.S. Census. Also in
2013, 1 in 5 children in the United States was at risk of going to bed hungry. Why would we turn
our backs on an effectiveglevant and necessary program? Congress should preserve funding for
this vital program.

Ariane Dansie

Salt Lake City

http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2015/apr/08/revensmjudgment/

SpokesmanReview (WA): Reverse SNAHudgment
April 8, 2015

| am frustrated that Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodg
struggling with poverty. The House of Representatives just released its new landgétyould
serve one purpose: to make the wealthy wealthier and thgpower.

To help pay for new, costly tax cuts, it would convert the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP, formerly food stamps) into a lump sum payment to states. Tisfarce
millions of hungry Americans off therogram.

Does McMorris Rodgers forget, or not care, that the primary beneficiaries of SNAP are children,
the elderly and the disabled? Why does she ignore that SNAP has been shown to improve
nutritionand healh out comes in children? Why does she
and only 1 percent frauthte?

The simple fact is that if SNAP were a corporate program, Congress would be holding it up as a
model of effectiveness and efficiency. When it coma®duncing hunger and poverty, our


http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2015/apr/08/reverse-snap-judgment/

investments in SNAP are working. McMorris Rodgers needs to tell her congressional teammates
the truth about the food program and stop trying to scra. it

| urge our members of Congress to stand up for hungry familceseggct any budget that
proposes to cut or restructus&lAP.

Debbie Detmer

Spokane

http://jewishtimes.com/36020/sas@ap/

Baltimore Jewish Times (MD): Save SNAP
April 8, 2015
By Lior Miller, Baltimore

Every afternoon after work, my husband delivers leftover fruit and bagels from his company to
homeless individuals who congregate near Health Care for the Homeless in downtown

Balti more. Heds earned t he af fkahghowewanmucte ni c kn
appreciated by these men and women, is a drop in a deep bucket of poverty and hunger in our
city (AThe Changing Face of Poverty, o6 March 2

Programs such as the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), which has been
shown to mprove nutrition and health outcomes for children and adults, go beyond such
tzedakah and represent our conception of tikkun olam, our shared responsibility to heal and
transform our world. As both a concerned American citizen and a Jew, | am frusteated th
Congress continues its assault on our neighbors struggling with poverty. The House of
Representatives just released its new budget, and it would serve one gurfmoseke the
wealthy wealthier and the poor poorer. To help pay for new costly taxtontsyld convert

SNAP into a lumpsum payment to states. This would force millions of hungry Americans off
the program.

Do lawmakers forget that the primary beneficiaries of SNAP are children, the elderly, the

disabled and the homeless? Do theybalk APNd s 96 percent accuracy al
fraud rate? The simple fact is that if SNAP were a corporate program, Congress would be

holding it up as a model of effectiveness and efficiency. When it comes to reducing hunger and
poverty, our investments iMB\P are working. These investments are the tikkun olam of public

policy.

| urge our members of Congress, including Rep. Elijah Cummings, Rep. Andy Harris, Sen.
Barbara Mikulksi and Sen. Ben Cardin, to stand up for hungry individuals and families and reject
any budget that proposes to cut or restructure SNAP.


http://jewishtimes.com/36020/save-snap/

Stamford Advocatehttp://www.stamfordadvocate.com/news/article/Edite@aingressavoids
gazeof-needies6190156.php

Greenwich Timehttp://www.greenwichtime.com/news/article/Editorl@abngressavoidsgaze
of-needies6190566.php

Connecticut Poshttp://www.ctpost.com/news/article/Editor@longressavoidsgazeof-
neediest6190156.php

News Timeshttp://www.newstimes.com/news/article/Editor@bngressavoidsgazeof-
needies190308.php

Editorial: Congress avoids gaze of neediest
April 10, 2015

The issue: Geernment support of the neediest Americans is at a fulcrum, as health benefits and
sources of nutrition are jeopardized by the budget proposed biptise of Representatives

While the suggested elimination of the Affordable Care Act has grabbed the headlines, this
budget also would transform Medicaid and the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(formerlyfood stamps) into block grants, stripping both of millions of dollars. It is a brazen
move by the GOP that would dilute services topber.

What we wrote: "Congress failed to continue funding the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP) at theame level it had been at for sevesdrs.

The net effect is that benefits through SNAhe biggest anthunger program in the United
States- have been slashed 13.6 percent. That cutback reportedly translates to roughly $36 a
month, or about $430year, for a family ofour.

Those dollar amounts may not sound like much for those who think nothing of ordering a $36
entree or picking up a $430 dinner tab for four at a nice restaurant. But $36 a month and $430 a
year is real money for those who candbaiput food on theéable.

Those cutbacks will affect the lives of about 48 million Americans, some of them your neighbors
andfriends.

The slashing of benefits to the needy will also hurt the small grocery stores and convenience
stores where so many lenvcome people spend much of th@oney."”

-- Nov. 18,201
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Where it stands: In January of 2014, lawmakers finally settled on a compromise bill that included
$9 billion in cuts to the food stamp program, down from a desired $40 billion. "Food stamps" has
becane an outdated and loaded phrase. For millions of people, they simply mean food.
Additionally, this new budget doesn't merely aim to take baataied Obamacare from eligible
citizens; it strips more Americans of health care by depleting Medicare byn§ifliod. The

exact amount of SNAP cuts now being proposed are elusive, but some estimates put the loss to
each person at an average of $55 per month. If we are dubious of how Congress is willing to
spend our taxes, we are also concerned that giving gtatpswer to dole out block grants will

fail to meet the intended need. Each state would get a fixed amount, while SNAP expanded and
contracted with the national economy. In the hands of the states, the funds also can be diverted to
other causes (think diow transportation funding was raided in Connecticut in thesoot

recentpast).

What's next: April 15 looms as a targeted date for passage of the final budget resolution.
Members of Connecticut's Congressional Delegation have opposed proposals déike thes

past. They need to do so again, and loudly. Our state lawmakers also need to consider the
ramifications of these measures as they weigh Gawnel Malloys proposed state budget.

While Malloy responded to past SNAP cuts by boosting heating assistance, his current budget
threatens to cripple many social service agencies. We urge lawmakers across the natge to pau
and look poverty in the eye. The vast majority of the people who will stare back are children.
The rest are seniors. They are disabled. They are veterans. These wide swathes sliced into the
safety net would mean punishing landings for Americans whalagady in economic frefall.

http://www.standard.net/Letters/2015/04/11/K€dWAP-going.html

Ogden Standard Examiner (UT):Keep SNAP going
APRIL 10, 2015

Editor,

This isin response to a letter written by Debbie Baskin of Salt Lake City.

| applaud her for speaking out. We have a lot less fortunate citizens who have not been blessed
with the opportunity of going to college.

They are working at lovpaying jobs, and rely o8NAP program to put food on their table. Do
not cut the SNAP program.

Juanita Barnes

Roy
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http://www.recordnet.com/article/20150409/OPINION/150409687/101129/AN (O

Stockton Recordnet (CA):SNAP a model of efficiency

| am outraged that Congress continues its assault on our neighfogigling with poverty. The
budget proposal passed by the HousRepresentatives could make poverty and inequality
worse.

To help pay for new costly tax breaks for businesses and wealthy individuals, thegropesal
cuts the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SX#merly food stamps) by $125
billion and turns it into a lump sum paymeatstates. This would force hibns of hungry
Americans off the program.

Do lawmakers forget that the primary beneficiaries of SNAP are chiltirerlderly and the
disabled? Do they ignore that SNAP has been showngmove nutrition and health outcomes in
children? Do they balk @NAP's96 percent accuracy and only 1 percent fraud rate?

The simple fact is that if SNAP were a corporate program, Congress would be holdingédt up as
model of effectiveness and efficiency. When it comes to reducing handegroverty, our
investmentsn SNAP are working and with one in fiveAmerican children at risk of hunger,

we need to build on SNAP's successes.

| urge our members of Congress to stand up for hungry families andaneyelotidget that
proposes to cut or restructure SNAP.

David Dowdy

Modesto

http://www.heraldnet.com/article/20150412/OPINION02/150419903

Everett Herald (WA): Fully fund SNAP to end hunger

April 12, 2015

Thanks for running Dana Milbank'sekcé ent col umn on the fAnew roun
agai nst Whymustehamiliatettfodein poverty? 0) T h e sjestal aws ar e
smokescreen to cause voters to forget the real problem: Hunger in the world's richest country, is
already affecting 1 in 6 American adults and 1 in 5 children? We know how to turn this around:

Fully fund SNAP (formerly food stamps) to end hungereiivork on a living wage, since more

than 60 percent of recipients work and still qualify for food star@psiftion AgainstHunge).

The Child Tax Credit and the Earned Income Tax Creditalping to keep people out of
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poverty, why not increase these? Of course none of this will happen unless people raise their
voices and ask their representatives to do this. Enough calls and emails will make it good politics
to end the tragedy of hungerAmerica.

Willie Dickerson
Snohomish

http://www.publicopiniononline.com/opinion/ci 27891661/leseapcutsharmfulstill-
strugglimg-region

Chambersburg Public Opinion (PA). SNAP cuts harmful to still-
struggling region

Bruce Kessler, Chambersburg
4/13/15

Mike Ross, president of the Franklin County Area Development Corporation, enjoys telling us
about local successes in attractingibesses and jobs. This is reflected in the jobless rate

dipping below 5 percent. But give the man credit for something more: he tells the truth about our
local employment picture.

On April 1, he said this about it: "Typically, they're not farslystainng jobs. That's a challenge

for the region.” It's fact of life in today's economy that hard working young people can't sustain a
family from wages alone. Big corporations have reduced their labor costs by crushing unions and
by relying on temp agencies foruch of their workforces. If you think Proctor & Gamble wants

to pay "family sustaining" wages here in Franklin County, think again.

"Family-sustaining" is really important, especially to children. For the last 50 years the main help
has been food aid. €fSupplemental Nutrition Assistance Program has grown when parents are
laid off during recessions.

Since the 2007 recession, jobs have recovered but wages have stagnated. Right now the median
income in Pennsylvania is less than it was before the recessibh years ago. SNAP
participation is decreasing, but remains high.

SNAP is vital to family survival, because Mr. Ross's observation about low wages is true. The
problem? Congress just took steps toward huge cuts in SNAP over the next ten years and our
U.S. Rep. Bill Shuster voted for it.

Advertisement
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A year and a half ago, SNAP benefits were cut 7 percent. Now the 4dassed budget calls for
$125 billion in future SNAP cuts. The cuts might mean 11 or 12 million fewer people eligible.
They could meaabout $55 less per month per individual, or some combination of the two.

In addition, the House budget instructs the Agriculture Committee to convert SNAP into a block
grant for states to administer. House leaders cleverly hope this deflects criticl$akifog food
off the table" of hungry Americans onto someone else.

Unlike the House budget, the Senate version does not specifically include SNAP cuts. When
both chambers reconcile their differing budgets, we can hope Rep. Shuster will appreciate the
hamful impact of huge SNAP cuts on our district and the commonwealth.

He should remember that in his district thopearters of the households participating in SNAP
either have children younger than 18, or seniors older than 60.

When you call his local @ite (2648308) or his DC office (202252431), tell him to oppose
SNAP cuts in the budget. Otherwise, he might assume that his constituents are okay with plans to
increase hunger and poverty.

http://www.desmoinesreqister.com/story/opinion/editorials/2015/04/14/regesl@émsialfood-
stampproposalhurthungry/25801383/

Des Moines Register Editorial (I1A): Food stamp proposal would
hurt hungry

The Register's Editorial April 15, 2015

One difference between living in a Third World country and living in the United States: People
generally don't starve to death here. This country has a safety net that incivatetydunded

food banks and publicly funded meals for students and seniors. The poorest Americans have at
least something to eat.

They'll have less to eat if some members of Congress have their way.

The recent budget proposal from the U.S. House seakske changes to the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program that could have devastating consequences. Commonly known as
"food stamps," the federally funded program helped 46 millionitm@me Americans,

including 400,000 lowans, buy food in 2014.

Currently, Americans who meet specific income guidelines are automatically eligible for food
stamps. In an economic downturn, the entitlement is there to provide benefits to more people
who need them. The Republican proposal would turn the program into agoémtk This means
the federal government would give a specified amount of money to each state for food
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assistance. When poverty and unemployment increase, federal funding for food stamps may not.
States would have to figure out what to do.

According to tle Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, the plan would cut SNAP by $125
billion over 10 years. The Washington, Dliased organization estimates changing eligibility
guidelines would result in the loss of benefits for 11 to 12 million people each yeaehe

2021 and 2025. Acrogbte-board benefit cuts would mean a reduction in food assistance of $55
per person per month. That's $200 less a méntr about $2,400 per yeér for a family of

four.

Right now, an lowa beneficiary receives about $3.60 pgirdassistance. No one relying on

food stamps is eating like a king. Despite what some conservatives want people to believe, this
money cannot be used to buy liquor, cigarettes or cruise vacations or to bail someone out of jail.
It can only be used to pthrase food.

How does reducing this assistance to-ilaeome Americans make the country a better place?
How is it morally or religiously justifiable? When the program results in billions of dollars being
spent at farmers markets and grocery stores, havev&n a wise economic move for the
country?

It isn't. This proposal from House Republicans, like others before it, doesn't make ethical or
economic sense. It is simply another attempt to take even more from Americans who already
have too little. These piticians have mastered the art of demonizing the poor, portraying them

as lazy and sponging off the government. They don't talk about the fact that nearly 70 percent of
food stamp beneficiaries are in families with children or more thaticurth are in buseholds

with seniors or disabled people. Many recipients worktfoie jobs.

The United States is a wealthy country, and we should be grateful for programs that help low
income people secure food. If politicians want to reduce spending on SNAP, th&) sho
dedicate their energies to creating degeing jobs. Then fewer people will look to the
government for help feeding their families in the first place.

http://www.stardem.com/opinion/editors inbox/article 3b94d84ct-5ddcafad
122355ed6111.html

The Star Democrat (MD): Harris should reject cuts to SNAP
Wednesday, April 15, 2015

As editorials have been prontiesjlfing myselfshadkedbyt Cong
how out of touch our members of Congress seem to be with our communities. One in 10
Marylanders lives in povertynftp://talkpoverty.org/sta-yearreport/marylane2014report).

And still, some in Congress continue their assault on our neighbors.
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One out of every five kids in this country is at risk of going to bed hungry tonight. Luckily, we
have food assistance programs to protect thera.i@m0 District 1 households benefits from

food stamps (i.e., the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, SNAP;
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ops/Maryland_J.gdbwever, as Congress finalizes
their budget, many plan to take food away from those who need it. The House has proposed to
pay for costly tax breaks for businesses and the wealthy by cutting SNAP by $125 billion. This
would force 12 to 13 million hungrAmericans off the program. How would Congressman

Harris feel if these were his children?

How can Rep. Harris forget that the primary beneficiaries of SNAP are children, the elderly and
the disabled (over 84 percent in District 1)? How can he ignor&MAP improves nutrition

and health outcomes in children? When it comes to reducing hunger and poverty, our
investments are working. After all, every dollar in new SNAP benefits results in $1.80 in total
economic activity.

We need to move forward as a cayrd not backward. Supporting inequality is not what
Maryland and the USA is about. Our state and our country only thrive when all of us can at least
survive.

| urge Rep. Andy Harris to stand up for his hungry constituents and reject any budget that
propo®s to cut or restructure SNAP.

SARA BUCKINGHAM,

Baltimore

http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/editorials/2015/04&08-stampcutswould-hurt
the-needy.html

Columbus PostDispatch (OH): Food-stamp cuts would hurt the
needy

One item Congress will consider this week is eliminating the estate tax. This tax affects
individuals with estates worth more than $5.43 million (or $1én8kon for married couples),
which represent 0.2 percent of the population, or about 64,000 people.

Eliminating this tax will reduce government revenues by $268 billion over 10 years, increasing
our countryods deficit.

At the same time Congress will consiccutting the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(formerly food stamps) by $125 billion in the next 10 years, converting SNAP into a block grant
to states, and using budget reconciliation to-iestk these cuts into law in 2015. These cuts
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couldlead to 11 million to 12 million children and adults losing benefits. The U.S. Census
reports that SNAP lifted 4.8 million people out of poverty in 2013.

In Ohio, SNAP provided about $2.9 billion in food benefits to more than 1.8 million people

monthly, wth 70 percent of those beneficiaries being children, the elderly, and people with
disabilities, including veterans. It would appear that once again Congress is trying to balance the
budget on the backs of our countryds most vul

| have already caltemy U.S. representative, Pat Tiberi, and Ohio Sens. Rob Portman and
Sherrod Brown to insist they stand up for hungry children and families by opposing any budget
that makes cuts or structural changes to SNAP. | urge all to do the same.

SUSAN NEUMANN-MARTIENSEN

Columbus

http://www.goupstate.com/article/20150416/LETTERS/504161007/1129/opinion02?Title=Thurs
day-s-lettersA-successfuprogram

Spartanburg Herald-Journal (SC): A successful program
Thursday, April 16, 2015

| would like to comment on the article publishedvenw.GoUpstate.cormon April 1 titled

ASout h Car olfirnaau df ouond ts tnaemips 1st convictions. 0O
(Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, formerly food stamps) that readers should be

aware of.

Although this article focused on people taking advantage of this federal program, dathaho
if SNAP were a corporate program, it would be lauded for its effectiveness with a 96 percent
accuracy rate and only 1 percent fraud rate.

Because of low wages and the ongoing impact of the Great Recession, millions of Americans are
struggling to pufood on the table. In 2013, more than one in five children in the U.S. were at
risk of going to bed hungry every night (21 percent).

Studies show that children who are regularly hungry suffer from weakened immune systems,
slowed and abnormal growth, anmgeaia. Children in families that do not struggle against

hunger tend to be healthier, while young children from fiosécure households are ttrords

more likely to be at risk of developmental problems than those from households with enough to
eat.
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Instead of protecting such a successful program, Congress is trying to gut it. The House has
proposed deep cuts and structural changes to SNAP, which could lead to 11 million to 12 million
children and adults losing benefitsvfw.cbpp.org/cms/index.cim?fa=view&id=5287

| would like Congressman Trey Gowdy to oppose these deep cuts on SNAP, and oppose any
budget that makes cuts or structural changes to SNAP. | request that Congress help the most
vu nerabl e I n our society. Do not | et Americabo

Mr. Gowdy, you have told your constituents that you care about children, that their education
and weltbeing are important to the entire society. Please stand up for our hungrgrchildr

Begofia Caballerdsarcia

Greenville

http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865626548fMNorehungry
kids.html?pg=all#yUxX5vvsyyiOKbRy.03

Desret News (UT): No More Hungry Kids

April 16, 2015

There was an excellent reminder of the importance of the SNAP program, or food stamps, by
Ariane Dansie (iKeep SNAP funded, 0 Apri l 7).
Connecting with our represent i ves about this tragedy of hung
can help turn it around. Please take five minutes for a call or email asking your representative

and senators to fully fund the SNAP program.

Willie Dickerson

Snohomish, Washington

http://www.lcsuanews.com/las cruceminion/ci 27919583/letterapril-16

Las Cruces SunNews (NM): Food stamps program is once again
under attack

Once again, the Supplemtal Nutrition Assistance Program, formerly known as food stamps, is
under attack. SNAP is the first line of defense against hunger for many of us at some point in our
lives. People struggling with jobs that only offer pamrie hours or low wages need SR to

feed their families. Seniors, the disabled and others on limited incomes need SNAP to eat.
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In New Mexico, more than 74 percent of SNAP participants are in households with children, and
almost 24 percent include elderly or disabled household memtimst half are working
families. In New Mexico's Second Congressional District, 44,722 households rely on SNAP.

In March, the U.S. House and Senate passed their 2016 budget resolutions. The House proposal
would cut SNAP by approximately $125 billion owke next 10 years. Under the House

proposal, up to 12 million Americans could lose access to SNAP and many more could see
benefits cut. This week, Congress members will be working on a final budget agreement,
including whether to include SNAP in the butigeconciliation process. Using this process

could allow major changes to the safety net to be made without the protections of the normal
legislative process.

While those in favor of cuts to SNAP claim the program is full of fraud and abuse, the fact is th
fraud rate is only 1 percent. According to the USDA, most fraud is committed by retailers who
inflate their SNAP receipts, not by people receiving benefits.

Your voice is needed. If you or anyone you know has ever had to rely on SNAP, or if you would
like to know SNAP will be there for those who need it in the future, please call Rep. Steve
Pearce at (855) 473723 and ask him to keep changes to SNAP out of the budget reconciliation
process.

Eva Nevarez St. John, Las Cruces

http://www.scsumews.com/silver citppinion/ci 27919586

Silver City Sun-News (NM): Food stamps program is once again
under attack

Once again, the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, formerly kndaodastamps, is

under attack. SNAP is the first line of defense against hunger for many of us at some point in our
lives. People struggling with jobs that only offer pamrte hours or low wages need SNAP to

feed their families. Seniors, the disabled atites on limited incomes need SNAP to eat.

In New Mexico, more than 74 percent of SNAP participants are in households with children, and
almost 24 percent include elderly or disabled household members. About half are working
families. In New Mexico's Seod Congressional District, 44,722 households rely on SNAP.

In March, the U.S. House and Senate passed their 2016 budget resolutions. The House proposal
would cut SNAP by approximately $125 billion over the next 10 years. Under the House
proposal, up to 1million Americans could lose access to SNAP and many more could see
benefits cut. This week, Congress members will be working on a final budget agreement,
including whether to include SNAP in the budget reconciliation process. Using this process
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could albw major changes to the safety net to be made without the protections of the normal
legislative process.

While those in favor of cuts to SNAP claim the program is full of fraud and abuse, the fact is the
fraud rate is only 1 percent. According to the USD#st fraud is committed by retailers who
inflate their SNAP receipts, not by people receiving benefits.

Your voice is needed. If you or anyone you know has ever had to rely on SNAP, or if you would
like to know SNAP will be there for those who need itha future, please call Rep. Steve

Pearce at (855) 473723 and ask him to keep changes to SNAP out of the budget reconciliation
process.

Eva Nevarez St. John, Las Cruces

http://www.kitsapsun.com/opinion/letteeskcongresgo-retainnutrition-programs 14508401

Kitsap Sun (WA): Ask Congress to retain nutrition programs

April 17, 2015
James Franklin, Bremerton
Ask Congress to retain nutrition pragns

Recent proposals for changes to the federal budget include decreases in the funding for food
and nutrition programs, known as SNAP. Additionally, there is a proposal to convert SNAP
funding to a block grant , responddtolthangesunithe r est r i c
economy or food prices.

SNAP provides supplemental nutrition to the most vulnerable among us, namely, senior citizens
living on a fixed income, children, and the unemployed. It is one of the best deals we can get for
our tax dolar. Not only does adequate nutrition in early life reduce the costs of medical care
later, every $1 spent on nutrition results in $1.70 in economic activity.

In addition, the fraud rate for SNAP is about 1 percent, the administrative costs for SNAP ar
about 5 percent, and at current funding levels, the program does not contribute to budgetary
pressures (see Center on Budget and Policy Pr
Suppl emental Nutrition Assistance Programo) .

The drought in Califcnia may last for many years, decreasing, in the near and intermediate
term, the bounty that California agriculture has provided for generations. This will likely
increase the prices of the foods most important to young children and expectant women.

Please urge your legislators to vote against these changes in the present law. Help to preserve
this efficient, responsive program which provides the necessary nutrition for our most vulnerable
citizens.


http://www.kitsapsun.com/opinion/letters-ask-congress-to-retain-nutrition-programs_14508401







http://www.thisweeknews.com/content/stories/Letters/2015/04/1 6 /dévaiersmustprotect
programthatfeedsthe-hungry.html

This Week Community News(OH): Ohio's leaders must protect
program that feeds the hungry

April 16, 2015

As a child recipient of benefits from federally funded hunger programs and local food banks, |
am horrified that Congress continues to put forth budgets that cut the SupplementainNutrit
Assistance Program (SNAP, formerly food stamps) by $125 billion.

This move would force millions of hungry Americans out of the progralimericans like my

mother, who worked multiple jobs with small children at home to put herself through school to
become a teacher, or children, like | was, who have no control over their parents' circumstances.
SNAP has proven to improve nutrition and health outcomes for children and has a 96 percent
accuracy and 1 percent fraud rate.

While one in five children is atsk for hunger, and as our community rallies around the Mid

Ohio Foodbank to bring hunger relief to families, seniors and children, our elected officials are
not representing the interests of our community. Sens. Rob Portman and Sherrod Brown, along
with our representatives in the House, must stand against this tyranny and ensure nutrition
programs are fully funded. Congress can't take this money and use it for costly tax breaks for
businesses and wealthy individuals.

With the help of programs like SNAPwas able to grow up to graduate from college and have a
successful career. | don't need SNAP for my children, but without the program, other children
will not have the opportunities. We can and must do better for all children.

Tiffany Grinstead

http://www.stamfordadvocate.com/news/article/Let8e€amillusworkersdeserveraise
6205273.php

Stamford Advocate (CT): For thechildren

To theedtors,

Thank you for your editorial "Congress avoids gaze of neediest" (April 10). The cuts in the
House Budget Proposal would eliminate benefits fei2 Inillion Americans, half of them
children. And changing SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance &mgio a block grant
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simply hobbles a program that works, and works wedlhighly efficient program with one of

the lowest fraud rates of any government program: less than 1 percent. SNAP was designed to
grow when times are bad, as in the past severs,yaad to shrink again as employment picks up,
something that has begun tlysar.

Connecticut's members of Congress have fought hard to maintain the social safety net. But it's
hard to soldier on alone. They deserve to know they have our support. Lapking phone
numbers of their local offices and calling to urge them on would be five minutes well spent. Do
it for thechildren.

Bill Baker

Connecticut Resultgolunteer

Stamford

http://www.santafenewmexican.com/opinion/editorialsfeiem-protectfederaifood-
assistance/article 6f7bd9@8595691-9b8c87f1c6f40703.html

Santa Fe New Mexican (NM)Editorial: Protect federal food
assistance

April 17, 2015

As congressional budget negotiators sit down to figure out how many billions of dollars will be
spent over the coming fiscal year, i1itds easy
forget that cuts make a difference in the lives of real people.

That s particularly true when discussing prog
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Progr@anSNAP 3 or what used to be known as food
stamps.

WithRepubi cans i n the majority in both the House
programs that help people are always on the table.

How much of the proposed cuts wil/l make 1t in
since President Barack Obamalds the veto pen.

Even so, itodés smart for advocates of helping
discussions continue. As many as 11 million Americans could be cut from SNAP over the next
decade, under some estimates.

In New Mexico, the stakeare particularly high. Last year, some 431,000 New Mexico residents,
or 21 percent of the state population (1 in 5), used food stamps.


http://www.santafenewmexican.com/opinion/editorials/our-view-protect-federal-food-assistance/article_6f7bd908-ee59-5691-9b8c-87f1c6f40703.html
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They are among the 46 million people in the United States who rely on assistance to avoid
hunger . | t 6 s sum,eeithdr| Recipi@ntspet $29 a wekky

Actor Gwyneth Paltrow is currently the subject of much online ridicule for her purchases on the
so-called food stamp diet challenge; evidently a bag of black beans and fresh vegetables appear
selfindulgent.

Balancirg the budgets on the backs of poor people is a badidaad ineffective as well, as the
United States doesndt spend enough on poverty

New Mexicans should make sure to let their representatives in CongmeggHey want our
federal budget to truly show the countryods pr

For those who arenodot particularly compassi ona
spent through SNAP benefits produces $1.73 in economic activity. Msliegpeople have
money to buy the food they need also stimulates the economy.

That 6s a -stamp redipents, stooe @winers and taxpayers in general.

Letds not cut what wor ks.

http://www.nj.com/opinion/index.ssf/2015/04/christie_town_hall_meetings_should _include all
jer.html

Newark Star-Ledger (NJ): Calling for Congress to stand up for
SNAP

As | reflect on how my tax dollars are bgiused, | am outraged that some in Congress continue
their attacks on our neighbors struggling with poverty. To help pay for new tax breaks for
businesses and wealthy individuals, the House proposed to cut the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (fmerly food stamps) by $125 billion. This would force millions of hungry
Americans off the program, taking food from mouths of children.

Our lawmakers should be ashamed if they forget that the primary beneficiaries of SNAP are
children, the elderly, vetans and the disabled. SNAP has been shown to improve nutrition and
health outcomes in children. Our investments in SNAP are helping millions put food on the table
-- and with one in five American children at risk of hunger, we need to build on SNAP's
succasses, not destroy them by slashing benefits and block granting the program.

Rep. Leonard Lance, my representative in Congress, should have the courage to teH his high
income donors that we should all stand up for hungry families and reject any butiget tha
proposes to cut or restructure SNAP. | am proud that my taxes provide nutrition assistance to the
hungry.


http://www.nj.com/opinion/index.ssf/2015/04/christie_town_hall_meetings_should_include_all_jer.html
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Jeff Olson, Bernardsville

Kitsap Sun (WA): Ask Congress to retain nutrition programs

James Franklin, Bremerton
April 17, 2015

Recent proposgs for changes to the federal budget include decreases in the funding for food
and nutrition programs, known as SNAP. Additionally, there is a proposal to convert SNAP
funding to a block grant, which wothhed restr
economy or food prices.

SNAP provides supplemental nutrition to the most vulnerable among us, namely, senior citizens
living on a fixed income, children, and the unemployed. It is one of the best deals we can get for
our tax dollar. Not only does adeaje nutrition in early life reduce the costs of medical care

later, every $1 spent on nutrition results in $1.70 in economic activity.

In addition, the fraud rate for SNAP is about 1 percent, the administrative costs for SNAP are
about 5 percent, arat current funding levels, the program does not contribute to budgetary
pressures (see Center on Budget and Policy

i C

Suppl ement al Nutrition Assistance Programo).

The drought in California may last for maygars, decreasing, in the near and intermediate
term, the bounty that California agriculture has provided for generations. This will likely
increase the prices of the foods most important to young children and expectant women.

Please urge your legistas to vote against these changes in the present law. Help to preserve
this efficient, responsive program which provides the necessary nutrition for our most vulnerable
citizens.

http://www.citizentimes.com/story/opinion/contributors/2015/04/17 /tel@s-dollar-
challenge/25943395/

Asheville Citizen-Times (NC): Tales of the Two Dollar Challenge

Ken Patterson, OPINION
April 18, 2015

On April 6-10 | took the Two Dollar Challenge, a simulation designed by a brilliant professor at
the University of Mary Washington. The purpose of the simulation is to help participants bridge

what author Nicholas Kri st eisthnkdbdusthe fietatiomshie mp a t
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bet ween fAiserviceo and Athe served. o So, | wen
bought $10 worth of food, and rationed it for the week.

The experience was enlightening. In purchasing my food, price was ctitieal.to point out to

the checkout clerk that my bananas and yams were $.49 per pound, not $.99, to make my $10
limit. | could have purchased cheaper coffee, but the -@ighte package was too much, so | had
to buy a couple of ounces more expensive baaf#9.99/pound. | ended up spending $1.80 of

my $10 on coffee. Some might call this a bad decision, | thought, but only | knew what it would
take for me to function during the week.

| spend a lot time thinking about fodd what would | eat next? Would mpdd last? What

would | really want to eat if | had a choice? | noticed that my cheap food had a lot of sodium and
fewer calories. And though my food lasted, by the end of the week | was definitely thinner. It
was clear that a regular diet of what | ate ldaleplete me within a few weeks.

| also had some interesting insights. | was shorter tempered on at least one of the days because |
felt hungry, and it was harder to focus on my work. | felt kind of isolated in my $10 @&orld

like life was happening arodrme, and nobody was aware of what | was experiencing. And |
wanted the week to be over so | could leave the restrictions and isolation.

Then | tried to imagine what it must be like to have limited resources, not just for food, but also

for rent, transpodtion, utilities, education, health care, clothes, and other living expense. And

heaven forbid | would have a medical emergency or other unforeseen expense. | concluded that
living on severely limited resources must be extremely taxing and stressfol réalized that |

woul d probably never understand what i1tds | ik
allow me to make choices.

The experience hel ped me see that i1itds pretty
that many peopliead daily, 365 days per year. Anyone struggling to meet their basic needs

definitely sees the world differently, which causes them to make choices that we with resources

may never understand. Solutions that seem natural to those of us with the latralest

choices just arenét there for them. Ul ti mat el
with resources and those living on the edge.

Our policy makers could learn from an experience like the Two Dollar Challenge. They might
find it a whok lot harder to cut billions of dollars from our Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP), as our current Congress has. They might be more forthcoming in directing our
foreign policy resources toward helping mothers and babies survive, and Kulemggtnutrition

and schooling. | hope we can count on Sens. Burr and Tillis, and Reps. Meadows and McHenry
to fend off cuts to our SNAP program, and to support forthcoming maternal and child survival
legislation. It would demonstrate their understandinthe empathy gap.

Ken Patterson is director of global grassroots advocacy for RESULTS.




http://www.satafenewmexican.com/opinion/letters to editor/letterthe-editor
april/article 59789bci31355fce-80b3edl6fbefc62a.html

Santa Fe New Mexican (NM): Budget will hurt people who depend
on food stamps

April 19, 2015

Negotiations are continuingonthe2dd dget resol ution in Congress
SNAP (food stamps). It could mean an estimated $125 billion in cuts to SNAP over the next 10

years, reducing monthly benefits by $55 per person (currently $121 and $1.34 per meal for New
Mexicans). In ddition, harmful changes to how SNAP is administered are proposed for this

highly effective program. It has lifted 4.8 million people out of poverty in 2013 and has a record

for accuracy (96 percent) and fraud (1 percent) that any corporation would envy.

One in five people living in our state rely on SNAP to get enough food. In the 3rd Congressional
District, more than 35,000 households receive
are the children, families, elderly and disabled whose healtlvalitheing will be hit hard by

SNAP cuts.

Tell U.S. Rep. Ben Ray Lujan, Sen. Tom Udall and Sen. Martin Heinrich to speak out and vote
no.

Lydia Pendley
co-group leader

RESULTSSanta Fe

http://www.contracostatimes.com/letters/ci 27935128/&tHletterseditor

Contra Costa Times (CA): Political involvement will help end
poverty

April 20, 2015
Haley Hickman's letter, "There are starving children among us," spdledpong starving
children living in our own neighborhoods. He suggested, "Donate food to our local food banks,

donate your time, donate something."

| strongly agree and would like to offer this suggestion to those who want to maximize their
effectivenessLearn about and join RESULTS.
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RESULTS is a grass roots, citizens' advocacy organization that has helped shift billions of
federal taxpayer dollars to programs that are effectively helping people gain their economic
independence and lift themselves oupoverty. The programs are helping people in every U.S.
neighborhood and around the world.

While poverty is an economic condition, its solutions are political, not economic. Consequently,
implementing those solutions requires political involvement, nat@oa charity.

RESULTS teaches volunteers how to use their own political power to build support among
conservatives and liberals in Congress for successfupanérty programs.

To learn more, VISIRESULTS.org There ag several chapters throughout the Bay Area.

Jim Driggers
Concord

Driggers is the leader of the Contra Costa chapter of RESULTS.

http://www.abgjournal.com/572618/opinion/wide.html

Albuguerque Journal (NM): No cuts for food stamps
April 21, 2015

AS A RETIRED teachei 32 years in the public schoald know that hungry students cannot
learn as well.

One American child in five is at risk of going to bed hungry every night. Congress plarts to
the SNAP prograri food stamp$ by $125 billion. | want my government to protect children
and the elderly of America, not harm them.

We are the wealthiest nation in the world, but statistics show that this wealth is concentrated in
the top 1 percentfahe population. In January 2014, the median income of the U.S. Congress
was $1,008, 767, according to the Center for
protection of the government as much as our children and elderly do.

JUDITH BEERY

Santa Fe



http://results.org/
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http://www.desmoinesreqister.com/story/opinion/readers/2015/04/23/commpressersnap
cutseliminatingedatetaxes/26216693/

Des Moines Register (IA): Congress considers SNAP cuts,
eliminating estate taxes

Jos G. Linn, West Des Moine&pril 23, 2015

Thank you to the Register for printing its excellent editorial about proposed cuts to the
Supplemental Nuitiion Assistance PrograffiFood stamp proposal would hurt hungrgipril

15. How ironic that in the same week you criticize Congress for these cuts, the House is voting
for a complete repeal of the federal estate tax. Talk abmguided priorities.

| guess for the House increasing hunger in America is OK as long as thenaatisry reap the
benefits. The estate tax literally affects only multimillionaires, couples with more than $10
million in assets to be exact. Proponentsepieal, which include most of lowa's congressional
delegation and the Farm Bureau, falsely claim the estate tax places an undue burden on family
farms and small businesEhe facts ar¢hat in 2013pnly 20 estates in the entire countnyed

any estate tax and their tax amounted to about 5 percent. Some burden indeed.

Budgets are about priorities. And this House's priority is to foreg2lillion low-income

children and adults deeper into poverty to help finance a $3 million tax cut each for the richest
0.2 percent of estates. To use the Register's own words, how is this morally or religiously
justifiable? The answeé¥ it's not.

http://www.citizenrtimes.com/story/opinion/readers/2015/04/23/letidly -fund-snapprogram
combaitragedyhunger/26247003/

Asheville Citizen-Times (NC): Fully fund SNAP program to combat
tragedy of hunger

April 24, 2015

Kudos to Ken Patterson for finding out what I
Two Dol l ar Chal |l enge dimbsyApi{ BOn ReBudt crankyr heimgny,, Ci t i z
worried, poorly nourished, and a definite empathy for those who spend their lives this way. With

16 million children currently on food stamps, how can any member of Congress consider cutting
this program? | nst éduaddthe SNAP prégseam amkstampgs)eand rectdy f u | |
the underlying causes that continue this tragedy of hunger in America.

Willie Dickerson, Snohomish, WA
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http://m.dailyinterlake.com/members/figevastatinepffectof-snapcuts/article 7aObece2
eb0311e4b4e6071d6340f367.html?mode=jgm

Daily Interlake (NT): Fight devastating effect of SNAP cuts

April 26, 2015

Both the U.S. House and Senate have now passed their 2016 budget resolutions. Resolutions are
not laws, but do provide an outline or framework within which the respective congressional
chambers are to proceed with bills that become laws of the land, Sathyresolutions make

deep cuts to anpoverty programs, the House ruthlessly targeting the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP), even putting cuts

Such cuts could lead to 11 million to 12 million childrew adults including the elderly,

disabled, active service personnel, veterans, and the working poor, losing benefits. The House
plan would do this by cutting SNAP by $125 billion over the next 10 years, while converting
SNAP intolump sum block grants tdages, rendering it inflexible regardless of rises and falls in
Americads economy.

SNAP is an efficient, effective program. Tell
Make no mistake. The House plan could leave many vulnerable Americans at riskger twa

degree not seen since the Great Depression. Please contact Sens. Jon T&2412@02) and

Steve Daines (20224-2651) and RepRyan Zinke (20225-3211). Urgethem to oppose any

cuts to SNAP.

0 Karen Cunningham, Coram

http://www.eagletribune.com/opinion/lettezll-congresshot-to-cut-food-stamp
benefits/article 91b74b28ae3515bb57+7879084478b5.html

EagleTribune (MA): Tell Congress not to cut food stamp benefits
Monday, April 27, 2015
To the editor:

| am outraged that some in Congress continues its assault on our neighbors struggling with
poverty. Congress returns to Washingtod il finalize its budget blueprint and this could
make poverty and inequality worse. To help pay for new costly tax breaks for businesses and
wealthy individuals, the House proposal cuts the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP, formerly f@d stamps) by $125 billion. This would force millions of hungry Americans
off the program.
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Do lawmakers forget that the primary beneficiaries of SNAP are children, the elderly, and the
disabled? Do they ignore that SNAP has been shown to improve nuaritibinealth outcomes in
children? When it comes to reducing hunger and poverty, our investments in SNAP are helping
millions of families put food on the tableand with one in five American children at risk of
hunger, we need to build on SNAP's successes.

| urge our members of Congress to stand up for hungry families and reject any budget that
proposes to cut or restructure SNAP.

Bill Deignan

Tewksbury

http://www.chroncom/opinion/editorials/article/Snapoes6222849.php

Houston Chronicle Editorial (TX): Snap woes
Cutting the federal food assistance program mainly hurts children
April 27, 2015

Representatives from théouston Food Ban&re sounding the alarh.S. Houseand Senate
budget proposals include deep cuts and changes to the federakkisidnce program, SNAP.

When someone loses a job or gets ill and a family's circumstances deteriorate, SNAP, commonly
known as "food stamps,$ the first line of defense against hunger.

Over onehalf of SNAP funding goes to working families. Last year, SNAP reached almost 4
million Texas residents, or 14 percent of the population, according @etiter for Budget
Policy and Priorities.

Critics of SNAP argue that recipients should just work harder and longer hours. But the majority
of people wio receive SNAP benefits are children, the disabled and the elderly.

A family can't afford a staple of luxuries on SNAP. The program on average provides in Texas
about $1.26 per meal, or $3.78 a day.

The program is not intended to be permanent. The azdéeagth of time a family stays on
SNAP in Texas is 19 1/2 months, which seems a reasonable amount of time for a family to get
on its feet again.

The Houston Food Bank and other nonprofit organizations dedicated to ending hunger play a
valuable role in oucommunity.
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The Food Bank served 59 million nutritious meals to area families last year. But the leadership at
the Food Bank made it clear in a recent meeting withHtheston Chronicleditorial board that
voluntary efforts at the current scale would not be sufficient to offset cuts in billions of dollars of
federal appropriations.

In particular, the Food B&nwould not be able to keep up with the demand for fresh produce.
Lack of access to fresh produce by our state's poorest families would exacerbate our state's
spiraling obesity rates.

If funding for SNAP is sheared, it's not just that more children wiliagbed hungry. Hunger

carries with it longterm consequences. Studies show that children who are regularly hungry
suffer from weakened immune systems, slowed and abnormal growth and anemia, according to
RESULTS, a nonprofit group dedicated to ending piyvdlore pregnant mothers will give

birth to children with developmental delays.

Most Americans understand that it's time for the federal government to begin living within its
means. But politicians should first focus their attention on more job tramir®NAP recipients
and on how to reduce overall poverty. A drastic cut in the budget for SNAP would be a big
mistake with generational consequences.

http//www.goupstate.com/article/20150428/ARTICLES/150429744/1051/news?p=2&tc=pg

Spartanburg Herald-Journal (SC): We have a moral obligation to
feed the hungry

By LINDA POWERS BILANCHONE
For the Heraldlournal

Tuesday, April 28, 2015

The Supplemental Nutrdan Assistance Program (SNAP) is the nation's most important anti
hunger program. In fiscal year 2014, this program reached 835,000 South Carélimamstly
children and elderly or disabled people.

In some ways, we taxpayers are luékywe can fulfill ou moral obligation to feed the hungry
with almost no effort. Our government, on our behalf, identifies the needy and offers them a
helping hand. It is reassuring to know that help is available and we are part of providing that
help. That doesn't mean, howee, that we don't need to remain vigilant regarding the program
that is administered on our behalf.

Currently, Congress is wrestling with balancing the budget, and some members of Congress are
considering deep cuts to SNAP in order to achieve a baldouckgpbt. It is up to us to let our
representatives know that we don't want Congress to cut this important program.


http://www.chron.com/search/?action=search&channel=opinion%2Feditorials&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query=%22Houston+Chronicle%22
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We want our representatives to know that we take the notion of feeding the hungry seriously.
Each of us has experienced hunger at some tfroalyi for a few hours; we know how
debilitating it can be.

Two organizations that are active locally (and probably others, too) endorse the notion that our
government should support programs and policies to reduce poverty and promote self
sufficiency forindividuals and families. They are the League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan
political organization that promotes informed voting and participation in government, and
RESULTS, a citizens' lobby dedicated to stopping hunger and poverty domesticallylzadty glo

Both of these organizations offer information that we can use to make a decision about whether
to get involved in this issue.

We know that in South Carolina in fiscal year 2013, 89 percent of households receiving SNAP
had income below the povertyéd about $23,850 for a family of four in 2014. And 51 percent
of households were in deep poverty with yearly income below 50 percent of the poverty line.
SNAP addresses the needs of these families.

SNAP targets benefits according to need. Very poor lmlde receive more SNAP benefits

than households that are closer to the poverty line. Households receive SNAP benefits on
electronic benefit transfer (EBT) cards, which can be used only to purchase food at one of the
252,900 authorized retail locations anadl the country, including 5,200 in South Carolina.

The average monthly SNAP benefit for each household member iR2Z20¥3was $123.

While I'm guessing that most of us who support this program do so because we feel a moral
obligation to help see that theingry are fed, there are also benefits to our economy from SNAP.
Moody's Analytics estimates that SNAP benefits pumped about $1.2 billion into South Carolina's
economy in 2014.

SNAP recipients spend their dollars at the grocery store; the grocery sysrgnbte products to
sell and employs more people to stock that product; food production companies produce more
food and hire more employees to deliver it; and the economy grows!

And when the economy grows, we all benefit.

If you believe we have a morallafation to feed the hungry, consider calling Congressman Trey
Gowdy's office at 583264 to ask him to ask members of the House Agriculture Committee to
stand strong for SNAP and oppose any cuts to the SNAP program in the budget negotiations. We
ask thisbecause cuts to SNAP will hurt our state's most vulnerable families.

We do not want to be a part of forcing poor families deeper into poverty. We do not want to
compromise the health and weking of South Carolina’'s families by once again cutting SNAP.
You can be a part of convincing Congress to protect these hungry families by rejecting cuts to
SNAP. Many people who depend on the program will thank you.



Linda Powers Bilanchone is presidetéct of the League of Women Voters of Spartanburg
County.

http://www.thecalifornian.com/story/opinion/readers/2015/04/28aprdtratedlack-police-
response/26514037/

The Californian (CA): Congress has wrong budget priorities
April 29, 2015

Editorédés not e: The Salinas Californian receiyv
whose names are given below.

We are infuriated that some in Congress continue their assault on our neighlggisng with
poverty. Congress returns to DC and will finalize their budget bluepriand this could make
poverty and inequality worse. To help pay for new costly tax breaks for businesses and wealthy
individuals, the House proposal cuts the Suppleatdnitrition Assistance Program (SNAP,
formerly food stamps) by $125 billion. This would force millions of hungry Americans off the
program.

We urge our members of Congress to stand up for hungry families and reject any budget that
proposestocutorrestt t ur e SNAP. The American motto that
be able to pull yourself out of poverty to better your circumstances belittles these communities
efforts and reinforces the hesitancy to support these programs.

Do lawmakers forget thabhé primary beneficiaries of SNAP are children, the elderly, and the
disabled? Do they ignore that SNAP has been shown to improve nutrition and health outcomes in
children? When it comes to reducing hunger and poverty, our investments in SNAP are helping
millions of families put food on the tab&e and with one in five American children at risk of
hunger, we need to build on SNAPG&6s successes.
SNAP is important and it needs to be continually supported.

Jenn Figueroa and Ashley Perez

University of CaliforniaSanta Cruz

http://www.custercountynews.com/cms/news/stobb 780.html

Custer County Chronicle (SD):SNAP use declines in county, state

Jason Ferguson


http://www.thecalifornian.com/story/opinion/readers/2015/04/28/april-frustrated-lack-police-response/26514037/
http://www.thecalifornian.com/story/opinion/readers/2015/04/28/april-frustrated-lack-police-response/26514037/
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Thursday, April 30th, 2015

Around 235 homes in Custer County received Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Progr
(SNAP) benefits in Custer County in February of this year, with those benefits supportir
people within those households. Those numbers are on par with 2014, whense af 236
households in the county received SNAP
well down from 2013, when an average of 257 homes received benefits to support an a
of 568 people.

Unlike many parts of the country, SNAP benefisml6t appear to be
County, although that doesndét prevent n
those who receive SNAP, also known as food stamps, with many believing they are
professional system abusers, lazy bottomdes#dand sometimes drug usérsvho are able
bodied enough to work, but simply donot

The stories of abuse are there. People who use SNAP to buy junk food, energy drinks ¢
luxury foods. People who use SNAP and then drive away in a brand new cde. \Reopse

SNAP but are covered in expensive tattoa
Al have seen people purchasing filet mi
State Rep. Rick Brattin (jlppawyrg)l dand
on the taxpayerodés dime to afford those

These types of incidents are the exception and not the rule, says Jos Linn, grassroots r
U.S. Poverty Campaigns for RESULTS/RESULTS Educational fund, a nedj@ssroots
organization working to create the political will to end poverty. For manh BN b e n e f
safety net when they are down on their luck through a loss of job, divorce or other issue
their control.

Linn points out that both the U.S. House of Representatives and U.S. Senate have pas:
respective budget resolutiormth of which she said are not good for Americans living in
poverty.

ifThe House bill i s much worse than the

Linn said the House bill would cut $125 billion from SNAP over the next 10 years, convi
SNAP into a bl owlki gh aing d ovrersy ali ®&d i(dea

Abudget reconciliationo to fast track t
hammer out an agreement, but Linn said RESULTS would like to see all references to (
orrestructuringSNR out of any final budget reso
ABut I f the cuts are kept in, then we a

reconciliation (reconciliation bills cannot be filibustered in the Senate), thus making ther
harder to pass,o0 Linn said.



Statewide, SNAP use has been on the decline, just as it has in Custer County. In fiscal
2012, South Dakota saw $165.6 million in SNAP funding distributed (all SNAP benefits
100 percent federally funded through the U.S. Department of Agriculturég, $d53.5
million was distributed in fiscal year 2014.

Tia Kafka, communications director for the South Dakota Department of Social Service:
the decrease in SNAP benefits distribut
recovering economy.

ASNAP use typically follows economic tr
SNAP benefits are based on a federal fo
all ot ment of SNAP benefits based -coshmotlieh e

di et plan. The TFP is based on National

allowances. The minimum monthly benefit an eligible household may receive is $10. Tt
maximum depends on the household size. For example, the maximum monthly benefit
household of three is $511. The actual benefit amount varies depending on hoinseinaodd)

Kafka said.

In order to qualify for the program, a resident of the state must fall into one of two groug
those with a current bank balance (checking and savings combined) under $2,001, or tt
with a current bank balance (savings and checkimgbined) under $3,251 who share their
household with a person or persons age 60 and over, or with a person with a disability.

The person applying must also have an annual household income (before taxes) that is
the following amounts:

A $ 15, %hdudehofd with orse person

A $20,709 for a household with two peop
A $26,117 for a household with three pe
A $31,525 for a household with four peog
A $36,933 for a household with five people

SNAP benefits are issued on the 10th day of every month. Benefits are issued on what
known as an Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) card that may be used to purchase food
SNAP benefits may enonfbood items such ascigareties, paper prbde
or alcoholic beverages. It is believed using the card is faster and easier than the old pa|

coupons and also helps I essen | oss or t

Mike Hiltunen, owner of Custer County Marketjcsthe 10th day of each month is significa
enough of an event at his store that he has to plan for it, to be sure he has enough food



for those who cometothestoteo s pend t heir SNAP benefi
AThose t hr-g& ofdhe manth)(ak®@1 lper cent i ncrease,

Hi ltunen said the grocery store he once
businesso from SNAP, but said it didnot
store here does, although he said thererane people in Custer, which naturally means m
people receiving benefits.

Dan Grapentine, assistant manager at Ly
on the 10th and 11th of a month as well, saying it probably accounts for 10 éritent
storeds business. He added that if the

people take their benefits to Rapid City to shop.

Al't does make a difference whaitodsayarn &
said. Alf they are, our EBT sales are w
|l f thatodés not the case, the store sees
AYou have to bring in extra help for it

Kafka said abléodied adults without dependent childrenlargted to three months of
SNAP benef i-menthwariadhThase wdno aBealisabled or who have children ci
receive them indefinitely.

South Dakota has a proven track record for providing accurate benefits to the househol
serves with a paymenteuracy rate of 99.01 percent for fiscal year 2013, Kafka said.

AWe have been a |l eader in the program f
evaluate each application to make the correct determination. This ensures we provide t
correctamoundo f benefits to individuals eligil

As part of the commitment to program in
states to ensure the accuracy of eligibility and benefit determinations. States that fail to
standards for issuing its SNAP benefits correctly can be sanctioned by USDA. In additio
SNAP benefits issued in error must be p
EBT cards, out of state shoppingabussander
warrant further investigation by Office of Fraud and Recoveries staff.

ASNAP benefits are not intended to cove
SNAP benefits supplement a familyés ddado
for a nutritionally adequate diet, o Kaf

budgets, improve nutrition and reduce the risk of-di@ | at ed heal t h pr




http://www.custercountynews.com/cms/news/stobb784.html

Custer County Chronicle (SD): Saved by SNAP

Former Custer resident says food stamps saved her family
Jason Ferguson

Thursday, April 30th, 2015

LiJane Brunner remembers the eye rolls andsthres well. She was buying a cake, frozen
pizzas and soda for a birthday party for one of her four children. And she was doing it witt
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) funds (formerly known as food stam
using a Electronic Benefit Traies (EBT) card.

e could sense the people around her we
heir money. 0

=t

h
t

Everybody gets to have a birthday, 0o Li <

ot

LiJane, a former Custer residtenttak evatsmedt
for SNAP |l ightly and certainly didndt we
people who SNAP advocates point to as the poster child for why the benefits are so ne@e
member of a stable family who fell ¢tvard times and had no other way to dig out of the hole
they were in. For them, SNAP as a bridge
program with such passion.

LiJane never dreamed she would have to sign up for SNAP benefits. Her husthanfdilha
time, wellpaying job with BNSF Railroad and she was a fulltime engineering student at St
Dakota School of Mines and Technology, a senior just about to finish her degree. She ha
stayat-home mother with her children for years beforarapto go back to school to pursue a
engineering degree.

Then her husband lost his job. Because of the stagnant economy, many trains carrying

manufactured items werend6t runni n-gasedwhi c
company. That meant higheanking train engineers and conductors flooded to the area to 1
coal trains, which meant a furlough for

three childred Alden, now 12, Alex, 10, and Emmett, 9. Since then, they have also added
Eleanor3.

James was able to get railroad unemployment, which covered the cost of the mortgage o
familyés home, but not much el se. She he
from school, but money for food was in short supply.

A We dhavkm ttof expenses, but we had to eat, make our house payments and heat
house, 0 she said.


http://www.custercountynews.com/cms/news/story-715784.html

James continued to search for a job that would pay more than his railroad unemployment
he lost his job, the children were pulled from day care andatehed them at home. While he
struggled to find a job that would pay him enough to put the children back into day care, L
was faced with a hard decisidrdrop out of school so close to her degree and get what wot
probably be a patime, lowpayingjob or swallow her pride and sign up for SNAP. Since sh
had children to feed, the choice was

a relatively easy one.

For six months, while she finished her degree, the family survived with the help of SNAP,
skimping
and saving and using the disposabtmme they had to keep a roof over their heads.

|l tds that experience that makes LiJdJane ¢
losers or deadbeats.

Al worked really, really hard throughottt
make things easy,-tmesthdentisanindediblyihard joln espeaiallyf ift
you have children. Even with the support of my husband and family, | would never call the
easy. o0

LiJane firmly believes that had it not been for SNARe would have had to drop out of schoc
let her loans go into default and, more than likely, never have finished her degree.

Alf it werenod6ét for public assistance or
AWe had al way ke ewegthirygveridand soddemlg my husband lost his job. It
didndét make sense for me to drop out of

The results have bedine ultimate success stotyiJane, now 37, graduatém Mines in May
2010 athe age of 32, and wentweork with the Air Force aan environmental enginedrhe
family now lives inRiver Falls, Wis., andliJane made in excess sik figures last year as an
environmental engineedames, an environmentathnician himself, mostistays at home with
the childrerthese days.

LiJane believes there aneany stories similar to heaut there, families whwere saved from
poverty bythe bridge SNAP benefitseated. She saidshee | i eves t here i
unf ortunat e @ntpaufind stamps@@usedemore than they actuahe. She said
of the peopleshe knows who havgeen on food stamps in thast, it was always a shdgrm
step to something bettar their life, not acareerchoice.

Al t hink it 6edhatpercegtionysouihé oet anahleorsairdu
even imagindow our life would beifve hadndt boepetni ogn.vobe n t

http://www.tampabay.com/opinion/letters/fridagstersthe-heavytoll-of-americas



http://www.tampabay.com/opinion/letters/fridays-letters-the-heavy-toll-of-americas-wars/2227773

wars/2227773

Tampa Bay Tribune (FL): Maintain safety nets
May 1, 2015

Recent editorials have touched on a common theme: poverty. Balancing the state and national
budgetss often done by cutting the safety nets for the poor. In the meantime, local agencies are
overburdened. Yet as Tampa police Chief Jane Castor stated, the police are neither "cause of or
salve for" societal woes.

The civic body is the caretaker of demamyrabut cynicism grows amid misinformation and

media sensationalism. Nowhere is this more true than with the Supplemental Nutrition Assistant
Program. Perhaps citizens have seen the surfer on welfare, but the rate of SNAP fraud is only 1
percent. The othéd9 percent include 45 million people, almost half of whom are children. The
program has successfully lifted 5 million people out of poverty, provides assistance to the
disabled and elderly on limited incomes and, most of all, helps working families makeneet

and get on their feet. SNAP recipients are decreasing as the economy improves.

We cannot let 1 percent of a population speak for the 99 percent of the participants.

Barbra Drake, Tampa

http://www.theolympian.com/2015/05/03/3704299 countngep-heckto-save
food.html?rh=1

The Olympian (WA): Counting on Rep. Heck to save food aid
program

May 3, 2015

Kudos to Robin Evanégnew for the thaghtful letter (April 6) on the role of public health in

making our | ives | onger and healthier. I'tos e
age.

Toward the end of the | etter iIs the phrase fa
studem nurses we educate wil/ be at the forefror
S0 appreciate this approach to educating our healthcare providers of the future. As a nation, we

wi || have an opportunity tmatdeewonstrate our b

Our leaders in Congress are in the process of cutting SNAP (food stamps), which helps ensure
that our elders, our children, our family members with disabilities, and our working poor have
food to eat. SNAP lifted 4.8 million citizens out of payen 2013. In our own 10th


http://www.tampabay.com/opinion/letters/fridays-letters-the-heavy-toll-of-americas-wars/2227773
http://www.theolympian.com/2015/05/03/3704299_counting-on-rep-heck-to-save-food.html?rh=1
http://www.theolympian.com/2015/05/03/3704299_counting-on-rep-heck-to-save-food.html?rh=1

Congressional District, over half of the households receiving SNAP had children under 18; 23.6
percent included persons 60 and over; 82 percent were working at some point during the year but
qualified for SNAP.

SNAP has an imedibly low fraud rate (1 percent), but despite all this, the U.S. House proposed

deep cuts that could lead to-12 million children and adults losing access to this essential
resource. |l hope that Rep. DennystHetcrkaovdi d It toe
House bill through the budget reconciliation process.

Ann Rockway

Olympia

http://www.theolympian.com/2015/05/03/3704300/fundgmapprogramis-good
investment.html

The Olympian (WA): Funding SNAP program is good investment
for kids

May 3, 2015

Happy, healthy, rambunctious kids frolicked on the playground at McKenny Elementary as |
walked by this morning belying that one in fivel&iacross our country go to bed hungry. At a

time when our food stamp program, SNAP, works to keep that sad statistic from climbing, it is
wrong to consider reducing it as is now on the docket in Congress. Please take a few moments to
contact your represtative and senators to fully fund the SNAP program.

Nancy Curtiss

Olympia

http://www.chron.com/opinion/letters/article/WednesdiyersFood stampsDreamers]ade
6244374.php

Houston Chronicle (TX): SNAP testimony
May 5, 2015
Regarding "SNAP woes" editorial (Page B9, April 27), you are right in recognizing that for most

recipients, SNAP is not a way of life but a temporary measuredagesfamily in a time of dire
need.


http://www.theolympian.com/2015/05/03/3704300/funding-snap-program-is-good-investment.html
http://www.theolympian.com/2015/05/03/3704300/funding-snap-program-is-good-investment.html
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| speak from experience. | was a single mother with two young sons when | went back to college
so | could provide a better life for us. SNAP (food stamps) made that possible!

My boys thrived. We were on the program liess than two years (that's usual). | got my degree
and teaching certification. I've been a taxpayer ever since. | want others to have this same
opportunity.

SNAP is a proven success. It is not an expenditure of our tax money but an investment that pays
good dividends. | like seeing my tax dollars so well spent. We must preserve SNAP.

Becky Barnes HopsoiHouston

http://snoho.com/html/letters.html

Snohomish Tribune (WA): Food Bank Shortages

Fully fund food stamps now
May 5, 2015

To the Editor:

How can this be: front page news noting food bank shortageswadhe | d s ri chest <co
(ASpring brings s ho AgriladlySnhshonish CdurtycTebupef ood banks
This is wrong. There need be no hunger in our tguthere is plenty of food for all.

What can be done? Start with fully funding the SNAP program, formerly food stamps.

Call, text, email and tweet your representatives and ask them to support SNAP and to end the
causes of hunger: living wages (75 pataoaf people on food stamps are working), and education

for good jobs available to all. This i1isndét ro
America.

Willie Dickerson
Snohomish

http://www.sunjournal.com/news/letters/2015/05/06lhakersonyou-canmake
difference/1698662#.VUosexd ehg.email

Sun-Journal (ME): You can make a difference
Wednesday, May 6, 2015

Active citizenship is one answer. People can vote, speak up for what they believe is right, and
give guidance to their representatives and senators.


http://www.chron.com/search/?action=search&channel=opinion%2Fletters&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query=%22Becky+Barnes+Hopson%22
http://snoho.com/html/letters.html
http://snoho.com/stories_2015/041515_snohomishmonroe_food_banks.html
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The group | volunteer with, results.org, has been teaching effective ways to make a difference for
35 years. Right n@, that includes building ladders out of poverty by creating support for the

Child Tax Credit and the Earned Income Tax Credit that lifted 8.8 million Americans out of
poverty in 2013, but expire in 2017. Globally, working to end the 6.3 million deattmsldfen

under five years of age and 289,000 pregnaeted deaths of women.

What can people do? Take a active part in the nation's democracy and use their voices to make a
difference.

That is what they can do.

Willie Dickerson, Snohomish, Wash.

http://www.utsandiego.com/news/2015/apr/188andiegclettersto-the-editorfor-april-20/

San Diego UnionRTribune (CA): Food stamp program must be
preserved

April 20, 2015

Congress will vote soon on large cuts to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (food
stamps).

This would force about one in five hungry San Diego residents off the program.

Have lawmakers forgotten that the primary benafies of SNAP are children, single mothers,
the elderly, job hunters, minimumiage workers (think Walmart) and the underemployed? If
SNAP were a corporate program (with just 1 percent of fraud in the system), Congress would
hold it up as a model of valua@efficiency.

With the escalating income disparity in the United States, Congress should fulfill its
democratic/moral obligation to feed the poor by standing up for hungry families and rejecting
any budget that proposes cuts to SNAP.

Donna Shanske
Bankes Hill



http://www.utsandiego.com/news/2015/apr/19/u-t-san-diego-letters-to-the-editor-for-april-20/

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

SNAP is working,
leave it alone

As an American, [am
frustrated that Congress
continues its assault on our
neighbors struggling with
poverty. The House of Rep-
resentatives released its new
budget and it would serve
one purpose — 0 make the
wealthy wealthier and the
poor poorer. T0 help pay for
new costly tax cuts, it would
convert the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram (SNAP, formerly food
stamps) info a lump-sum
payment to states known
as block grants. This would
force millions of hungry
Americans off the program.

Tn Towa 12.1 percent of the
population receives SNAP.

Do lawmakers forget that
the primary beneficiaries of
SNAP are children, the elder-
ly, and the disabled? Do they
ignore that SNAP has been |
shown to improve nutrition ‘_
and health outcomes in chil- |
dren? Do they balk at SNAP’s
96 percent accuracy and only
1 percent fraud rate? If SNAP
Wwere a corporate program,
Congress would be holding
it up as a model of effective- |
ness and efficiency. Whenit |
comes o reducing hunger
and poverty, our investments |
in SNAP are working. Con- |
gress should stop tryingto |
screw it up. ‘

T urge our members of
Congress to stand up for hun- |
gry families and rejectany |
budget that proposes to cut
or restructure SNAP. Call
Sen. Joni Ernst at (202) 2-
3954 and Rep. Rod Blum at
(202) 225-2911.

Judy McDowell
Cedar Rapids



http://www.press-citizen.com/story/opinion/readers/2015/05/06/snap-beneficial-cut-program/70904880/

lowa City PressCitizen( | A) : SNAP is benefici
program

May 7, 2015

Congress is considering deep cuts to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP,
formerly food stamps). Some politicians have even asserted that charity can replace the dollars
spent on S§IAP. Private charities, such as the Crisis Center, do help meet the needs of the
hungry. However, the food provided by food banks/pantries equals only 6 percent of the food
provided by federal nutrition programs (SNAP, WIC and school lunches).

A common myh about SNAP is that it is rife with fraud and abuse. In actuality, SNAP is one of
the most effective and efficient governmental programs. According to the U.S. Census, SNAP
lifted 4.8 million people out of poverty in 2013. It serves over 45 million pgugrienonth. Yet,

it has one of the highest accuracy rate. Only 1 percent of SNAP benefits paid are attributable to
fraud and payment errors were only 3.2 percent in 2013.

My request to Rep. Dave Loebsack, SewhatJoosni
not broken. o

Suzanne Krogh

lowa City

http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/251029055/letterwrite-your-representativ@bouttax

Salt Lake City Tribune (UT): Write your representative about tax
credits

May 15, 2015

Thanks to Matthew Weinstein ("The Mothers Day gift to thousands of single moms: tax credits,"
May 10), mothers have a chance to keep their families out of poverty.

Of course, that is only iCongress takes action on renewing the provisions of the Child Tax
Credit and the Earned Income Tax Credits he talks about. If 21 million working moms write or
call their representatives about this, it will definitely happen.

Of course, moms are busy. Pgrhdhe rest of us can help. A short email or phone call, or just
send a copy of the egd, to your representatives and /or senators can make all the difference.

Willie Dickerson

a l


http://www.press-citizen.com/story/opinion/readers/2015/05/06/snap-beneficial-cut-program/70904880/
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/2510290-155/letter-write-your-representative-about-tax

Snohomish, Wash.

http://www.heraldnet.com/article/20150518/OPINION02/150519282

Everett Herald (WA): Expand food stamp program

May 19, 2015

The wonderful opportunity to give food to the hungry via the mailman has come and gone. (May

3 Guest CommentarfiMailbox drive provides half of food banks' annual supply) Hopef ul |y
this year's drive was successful. But why is it that in the world's richest country that there is so
muchhunger ? And i f hunger i s fione of the most p

can be done about it? Support SNAP (food stamps) to start. Instead of cutting this program,
expand it to make sure no one is hungry in America. Next, fix the underlgusgs of hunger.

Congresswoman Suzan DelBene got a pilot program passed last year to get job training for
people on food stamps. This program could be expanded. But over half of the people receiving
food stamps are working. Time for a living wage fovatirkers. Congressman Rick Larsen has

be working on raising the minimum wage as a start. Our job as voters is to make sure our elected
representatives and leaders know that it is not OK to have 1 in 7 people hungry in Snohomish
county. Write an email or rka a call and ask them to end this 21st century tragedy.

Willie Dickerson

Snohomish

http://www.tampabay.com/opinidetters/tuesdaykettersthankthetrain-engineersule-book
for-inconveniences/2230150

Tampa Bay Times (FL): Carson could contribute
May 19, 2015

It is apparent that in some form, safety net programs served Ben Carson in the manner they were
meant, as eemporary measure. But we must realize that Carson, who is 65 years old, grew up
under different economic and social circumstances from what exist today. His formative years
were spent before the war on drugs, loss of factory jobs and an unbalancedttax pol

As an issue, federal income tax and creating economic mobility offers a common ground for the
99 percent of citizens who feel economic burdens. Very large corporations such as Verizon
Communications and General Electric make large profits but pi@yféteral income tax. Even

a wealthy man like Warren Buffett offers the "Buffett rule" as a means of making tax rates fairer


http://www.heraldnet.com/article/20150518/OPINION02/150519282
http://www.heraldnet.com/article/20150503/OPINION03/150509844
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between himself and wage earners in his office. Currently, the House of Representatives is
moving legislation to make expiringrige corporate tax provisions permanent and enacting new
tax cuts for the wealthy.

No such proposal has been made for the Earned Income Tax Credit or the Child Tax Credit,
which benefit lowincome wage earners. Carson's entry into the campaign could deliver
prominent discussion upon economic mobility relevant to current social and economic
conditions. Spare us rhetoric that either devolves into nostalgia, a denouncement of the poor, or
the same proliferation of current tax policy as beneficial to the 9@perc

Barbara Drake, Lutz

http://www.kitsapsun.com/opinion/lettetax-structureshouldhelp-pooraswell 54394538

Kitsap Sun (WA): Tax structure should help poor as well
May 19, 2015
Grace West, Bremerton

Robert Rei Ghddshasymbolhstagnanfiwvages May 17, stated

t heé

years of economic recovery wages are stil]l goi

many in Congress are looking to make corporate tax breaks permanent while ignoring the needs
of working families.

One of the best ways to help struggling famihies been the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)
and Child Tax Credit (CTC). These tax credits support workers iwlage jobs and lift more
children out of poverty than any other program. President Ronald Reagan, who expanded the
EI TC, cal | erdi-pavarty, fhdbest prthnalys the bast job creation measure ever to
come out of Congress. o0

Yet critical improvements to the EITC and CTC are set to expire. If they expire, over 16 million
Americans, will fall deeper into poverty.

In 2012, Congress pass a tax bill that made many expiring tax breaks for the wealthy and

middle class permanent, but only temporarily extended the EITC and CTC until 2017. Stakes are
high for million of low wage workers if these provisions expire. For example, a single mother
working full time at minimum wage, earning $14,500, would lose her entire $1,724 CTC because
earnings needed to qualify for even a tiny CTC would increase from $3,000 to $14,000.

With wages still low and the wealth gap higher than ever, making EITC a@dp@WVisions
permanent is a step in the right direction.



http://www.kitsapsun.com/opinion/letters-tax-structure-should-help-poor-as-well_54394538
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http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/opinion/readers/2015/05/26/tagredits-expiring
blobaum/27942089/

Des Moines Register (IA): Urge Congress members to support tax
credits

Stephen Blobaum, West Des Moines, May 26, 2015

If lowans encounter a member of their Washington congressional delegation during
congressional recess, péeaurge them to support making permanent the 2009 improvements to
the Earned Income Tax Credit and Child Tax Credit. In 2012, Congress passed a huge tax bill
that made many expiring tax breaks for the wealthy and middle class permanent, but they only
tempaarily extended the EITC and CTC improvements.

According to the Center for Budget and Policy Priorities, these provisions affect 84,000 lowa
families and 179,000 lowa children. If allowed to expire it would push into poverty or make

poorer 84,000 lowans dt1,000 lowa children. The number of families with both parents or a
single parent working 50 to 60 hours a week at one, two, and sometimes three jobs has increased
exponentially with families still not making ends meet. Tell them to make these imprdgemen
permanent. And remember, there is no recess for these families.

http://www.pressherald.com/2015/05/26/letterthe-editor-follow-protestsof-bigotry-with-
policiesto-fix -problem/

Portland Press Herald (ME). Follow protests of bigotry with policies
to fix problem

May 26, 2015

Thank you to the Portland Press Herald for reporting on the racism and bigotry within our state
and country. Thanks also to the members of the Portland City Council and School Board who
attended the news conference to speak out against ugliness rooted in fear, ignorance and poor

policy.

Though | appreciate the words spoken by board members, amdgbeant gesture Portland
protesters continue to make, | am concerned with us taking effective action on this matter.
Communities of color have long been systemically excluded from policy that provides economic
opportunity. Policy is at the heart of thettea, and policymakers like Sens. Angus King and
Susan Collins need to know that constituents of Maine will hold them accountable.
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According to The Center for Global Policy Sol
in wealth held by white houselud in 2011, AfricamrAmericans held only 6 cents and Hispanics
held only 7 cents.

This is a startling and shameful statistic in a nation as wealthy and as powerful as America.

Rat her than perpetuating the futielmoreawed i ns ol
should be urging those in power to address the unjust widening of the racial wealth gap, the
underpinning of poverty for those who are born into a certain background or skin color.

Communities of color deserve so much more, and we, as meraliessand as human beings,

need to take action to ensure that we can con

Kristy Martino
RESULTS Seacoast Chapter Volunteer

Kittery Point

http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/opinion/readers/2015/05/2 féadtielpsmillions-
linn/27984973/

Des Moines Register (IA): Head Start has helped millions of
children

Jos G. Linn, Wst Des MoinesMay 27, 2015

Thank you, Charletta Suddeth, for your moving column this week about Heafl $t&it0 y e ar s

| ater, Head Mawr2lpti Budwer kR8s oi s just one of
Start has literally helpedittions of children and their families over the last half century. In

study after study, i1tdés been shown that Head
do better in school and ar e mor ewinging eaensss f u | a
James Heckmann has said investments in programs like Head Start are the best way to spend our
tax dollars. Thatdés why police commi ssioners

l earning make our c¢ommu n ihgnili@ay leaslershave gakbled eadyn d s a
childhood education an issue of national security.

Unfortunately, many lawmakers ignore the evidence and make up phony reasons to cut Head
Start funding when the truth i sertatchteApdtitbn j us't
they fail to invest in quality public school education (are you listening, lowa legislature?) that

help ensure that the benefits of Head Start continue as children get older.

The biggest threat to our future is not ISIS or immigratiogay marriage; it is sheminded
politicians who believe that the education of our children is less important than everything else.
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http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/opinion/readers/2015/06/1Q4takelp-average
american/71106774/

Des Moines Register (1 A): Tax cuts
June 12, 2015

Thank you to the Register for highlighting a critical issue tffatts all of us but no one talks

aboutd assetpoverty AEdi t ori al: Too many JuAerif]rAccordimgs | i v e
to the Center for Enterprise Development, nearly 44 percent of all American households were

Al 1T qui d a DEldlatestplatacavadable),iwhic¢h means if faced with a loss of income,

they wouldndét have enough cash or savings to
months.

Yet, Congressod response to thisyaodcorporate i s t o
America. How does repealing the estate tax for rmilionaires help a worker at Wllart

save for retirement? How does giving big corporations amnesty for billions in overseas profits

help a preschool teacher save up for a decent car?

If Congress truly cares about our economy, in
theydd also make vital i mprovements to the Ea
permanent and enact the Financial Security Credit, which helps low and readecame
Americans build savings. ltds time we started
wealth, rather than simply rewarding those wh
price.

0 Jos G. Linn, West Des Moines

http://www.chron.com/opinion/letters/article/MondbetersJerusalerStepherKlineberg
6324504.php

Houston Chronicle (TX): Thinking health

June 15, 2015

Regarding "A matter of health" (Page B8, Thursday), thank you for the editorial which warned
us of the dire and consequential human suffering that would befall many Americans (our family,
friends, and neighbors) should the Supreme Court rule againstlfsdbsidies for nostate

health exchanges. Thank you for taking a firm, clear stand on the side of people'simeell

over abstract ideology.

Our country needs a national health program; insurance companies do not need to profit off of
our suffering.
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Kathleen DuncanLaPorte

http://www.kitsapsun.com/opinion/lettechangetax-policy-to-supporithe-poor 33519736

Kitsap Sun (WA): Change tax policy to support the poor

June 18, 2015
Donna Munro, Bremerton

Change tax policy to support the poor

| was happy to setwo letters speaking out alluding to our obscene wealth and tax disparity.

(AFairness in tax policy will help state, o Ju
June 16).
Did you know:

The top 1 percent of Vagjashd.8perdent af theirtinaomesdns h o u s e
Washington state taxes, while the poorest 20 percent of residents pay 16.9 percent.

According to the U.S. Government Accountability Office, the tax code gives corporations special
tax breaks that have reduced wisasupposed to be a 35 percent tax rate to an actual tax rate of
13 percent. In 2012, the average American tax payer making $50,000 per year paid a staggering
$6,000 in taxes for direct and indirect corporate subsidies.

One of our c o u nantkpyvéry strateged, imgoftantengptovements to the
Earned I ncome Tax Credit, are in danger of ex
change the tax code.

Meanwhile the EITC, a lifeline to the poor, generates large decreases in povennpstadtsal
increases in employment, as well as decreasing the number of single parents receiving cash
welfare. Shoot an email to your members of Congress and urge them to support EITC. (Google
their name to find their website.)

http://www.kitsapsun.com/opinion/lettenglp-working-familiesto-endhunger 04234407

Kitsap Sun (WA): Help working families to end hunger
June 25, 2015

Diana TyreeEddy, Hansille
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Help working families to end hunger

Thank you for your timely article, fANo break
teacher in Bremerton last week as school was ending.

Besides our wonderful school lunch program, one of the best waypsitbat poverty is through
the tax code. Unfortunately, leaders in Congress are working to enact more tax breaks for big
corporations and wealthy individuals while millions of working families face an uncertain
financial future. Critical improvements tha Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Child Tax
Credit (CTC)d two of our most effective tools for ending povesdtywill soon expire. If

Congress allows that to happen, 16 million people, including 8 million children, will fall into or
deeper into poverty

Tell to put Senators Patty Murray and Maria Cantwell and Rep. Kilmer to put working families
first. We need to permanently extend the EITC and CTC improvements now!

http://www.washington.edu/alumni/columinsagazine/jun®015/letters/

University of Washington Magazine (WA): Gentle Janis

Janis Averybds search Afor solutions to suffer
something to support the end offsuing, the world will be a much better pla¢@ar example,

asking our representatives and senators not to cut the SNAP program (formerly called food

stamps) will help fight hunger in Americilorthwest Harvest says it can provide only one of

every 24 bag of food needed by hungry families, though there are up to 700 food drives a

year!With at least one in five children not sure about their next meal, taking the time for a call or
email to lawmakers is critical.

Willie Dickerson, 673, 6914
Snohomish

http://www.freep.com/story/opinion/readers/2015/07/03/lettelitorpolice-chasesiverside
park/29666029/

Detroit Free Press (MI): Keep health care affordable in the U.S.

I appreciated reading your recent editori al a
Thanks for pointing out that everyone would be better off if the opponents would work to

improve the law rather than repeal@ur healthcare system is now similar to the one that

Germany has, which is working very well. But in order for it to work, lawmakers must regulate

the insurance and healthcare industry to keep costs down. Close regulation to keep costs down
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has been whahade the German health insurance model work so well. Before Obamacare, too
many Americans were going bankrupt due to such high medical costs. Congress should step up
to regulate the health insurance industry to keep costs down rather than attemppegltorre
destroy the Affordable Care Act.

Yvonne Wyborny
Westland

http://gctimes.com/news/opinion/mailbag/advodatetax-fairness/article 334a4cif3dfb-5ae’?
ad29132a4d476e54.html

Quad-City Times (IA) : Advocate for tax fairness
July 06, 2015

Tell Congress to protect working families. Poverty data released last September 2013 shows
more than 45 iflion Americans are still living in poverty, including over 14 million children.
Specifically, improvements to the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Child Tax Credit
(CTC) are tax credits that lifted 8.8 million people out of poverty in 2013 and deesqtire if
Congress doesndét act.

Amplify your voice on this issue by writing to members of Congress, urging them to support tax
fairness and expand economic mobility in America by ending poverty. Urge lawmakers to
protect and expand the EITC and CTGkhaasr top priority. EITC and CTC are key supports for
low-income working families and can play a role in combating wealth inequality. If you need
letter writing ideas, seeww.results.org | f vy ested in workingntd alaviate poverty in

the Clinton area, contact Lori Freudenberg at-262 7611 to join a local advocacy group.

Learn more about this topic by coming to the Franciscan Peace Center Social Justice movie on
Thursday, July 16 at 6:30 p.@a The Canticle, 841 13th Ave. North, Clinton. Our movie is

Al nequal ity for Al Fseling auteos &and Clintongabipat membes Robert ,
Reich. Reich demonstrates how the widening income gap has a devastating impact on the
economy anexplains how massive consolidation of wealth by a few threatens the viability of
the workforce and foundation of democracy. For more information,

visit www.ClintonFranciscans.com

Lori Freudenbrg
CommunityOutreachDirector, FranciscarPeaceCenter
Clinton

http://www.kitsapsun.com/opinion/lettecengressshouldsu
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The Kitsap Sun(WA): Congress shouldsupport families, kids
Letters July 16, 2015
Grace West, Bremerton

| disagree with Jay Ambrose's column "Listen to Sanders, and be afraid,” July 9, especially
where he criticizes Senator Sanders on childhood hunger, saying "that while there isato perfe
means for keeping childhood hunger at bay, there are all kinds of effective programs in place and
the Census Bureau tells us instances of it are exceedingly rare."

| haven't seen these instances of childhood hunger being rare in Bremerton, whe@e over 6
percent of our school age children qualify for free and reduced lunches. Yes, there are effective
programs such as the Earned Income Tax credit (EITC), which supports workersnadew

jobs, and the Child Tax Credit CTC), which lifts more childrenadygoverty than any other
program.

However, critical improvements to the EITC and CTC are set to expire. If they expire, 8 million
American children will fall into or deeper into poverty.

Congress will soon be focusing on several pieces of tax legislattuch includes pushing to

make corporate tax breaks permanent. If corporate tax breaks are made permanent this year
without a deal for working family tax credits, where is tax parity? Please ask Senators Patty
Murray and Maria Cantwell and Representatiderek Kilmer to support tax policies that help
struggling families make ends meet by making the expiring EITC and CTC provision as their top
tax priority.

Congress needs to show its support for hard working families!

http://blog.thenewstribune.com/letters/2015/07/16ltpholesfor-the-rich/

TacomaTribune (WA): TAXES: Dondét | et tax cr
expire
Letter by Donna M. Sundler Munro, on July 16,5

Re: fAJeb Bush and the | aziness doctrineo (Pau
It seems that Jeb Bush is already off to a wobbly start, since he managed to immediately stuff
one foot in his mouth. It was his brother, George W., who predicted his tax cuts ongaapgal

and dividends would usher in an Aownership so

In 2000, one of every eight taxpayers had capital gains income. In 2012, it was one in 15. Capital


http://blog.thenewstribune.com/letters/2015/07/16/tax-loopholes-for-the-rich/

gains is taxed at a much lower rate than regular income, and wep#b@e enjoy this tax
loophole.

Since the Wall Street crash of 2008, more than 99 percent of all new income has gone to the top
1 percent. Yes, we need progressive taxation included in a reformed tax code. Meanwhile about
20 percent of our U.S. kids Bvin poverty.

What Congress needs to do immediately is to make the key temporary improvements to the
Earned Income Tax Credit and the Child Tax Credit permanent. These tax credits are set to
expire, throwing millions of families into, or deeper into payer

http://www.stamfordadvocate.com/news/article/J@maunig The-bestway-to-feed-a-stranger
6405303.php

Stamford Advocate (CT): JohnBreunig: The best way to feed a
stranger

July 25, 2015

The temperature was scraping the century mark while | was walking up 12th Street in downtown
Washingt on, D.C., the other day. | 6d been nur
hadsurrendered.

A homeless man picked me out from among the worker bees and tourists and began his standard
pitch. I was about to hand him a few dollars when | had to reach over to prevent my steaming 3
yearold son from taking a hard right onto Pennsylvania Avenue. The ecagmized | had my

hands full and pointed to the drink in rhgnd.

ACan | thatt?dave

| handed over the cup, which amounted to a few sips of tepid Pepsi. He nodded in gratitude and
walkedaway.

The hungry walk among us everywhere in the United Statesp r e si mpl y mor e awa

presence in our cities, whether itds Washingt
manbés reqguest resonated because it was the fi
instead of cash. It also happeied o ccur whil e | was in our nat.i

conference of RESULTS, a grassts group of activists advocating for effective measures to
end globapoverty.

This is the awkward part. RESULTS invited me to receive an award for writing isbaas

related to poverty. Organizers understood my trepidation given the work they do as lobbyists. |
consulted my bosses,-@mrkers and peers from other papers. Ultimately, we agreed all
lobbyists are not equal. The worst feed obscene bonuses instbachahgry. The best try to

save the lives dftrangers.
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| was humbled by the response to what amounted to a few columns and editorials, but | am not
being modest when | say there should have been far more competition for this award. While
participating n a panel discussion at the conference with other members of the media, some in
the audience seemed startled when | said | consider many of them to be journalists of a sort.
They prioritize thorough and precise research and use persuasive stories ¢tegpahfa
thenumbers.

There is not enough coverage of these issues in the media. The conference drew 530 people from
47 states and 23 countries who joined staff members to hear from notables such as South African
singer and humanitariarvonne ChakaChakg SisterSimoneCampbel] known for leading the

Nuns on the Bus trips that champion social justice; economiistySachsand Nobel Prize

winner MuhammadYunus

The Beltway gathering that drew the ink and fExa the Washington Post that Monday, though,

was theNovelty Saltand PeppeiShakes Club Conventiorn where some 200 collectors from five

countries celebrated the hoarding of unused condiment dispensers (one participant recalled
seeing a AJetsonso pair once sell for $7,000)
to compel sesral Post staffers to cover the event, which included a centerpiece in the Style

section four daykater.

l m hardly in a position to snipe, having ass
diversions in Connecticut, including conventions celebgaez dispensers and crossword

puzzles. ComicConn inloheganSunConventionCentemext month will seely attract an

abundance of fans and medi#ention.

|l tds easy for readers to turn the page or s wi
ltds easier to wear masks at a comic book <con
So Itake solace in knowing RESULTS is showing a surge in volunteer participation after

35years.

Throughout the conference, RESULTS advocates heard story after story of suffering in the world
bef ore hundreds of them st otshewd nGtaed budthe Hi | |
numbers and the details arembing.

On my last night in Washington, | walked around the corner to get dinner. In the balmy twilight,
on the side of the hotel, another stranger approached to ask if | could help him getla meal.
bought him dinner. He repaid me with local knowledge about diojrtigns.

ltdéds hard not to feel helpless while offering
cold meal on a sweltering day. | t deannhembbes t o r
of the media shouldndét try. l ncome inequality
addicted to click bait There wonét al ways be
arerewards.

Meanwhile, on the other side of the hotellWRESULTS activists set their gaze past the one to
find the best way to lift the many. They are saving lives. They are trying to save the world. No
masks or costumesequired.

JohnBreunigis editorial pageeditor of TheAdvocateand GreenwichTime.He canbereached
at John.breunig@scni.con203-964-2281; http://twitter.can/johnbreunig.
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http://www.santafenewmexican.com/opinion/letters to editor/lettetise-editor
july/article 236978cB87145363a842fdc6a934a88c.html

Santa Fe New Mexican (NM)Righting the wrong

July 27, 2015

C

<

Right on,Santa Fe New Mexicamji t h Sundayods editori al (AProp
hungry, 0o Our View, Jul y €l tAoughtiuhtamhitingypiece. Theor t h
governoro6s proposal (again) to prove that sh
receive food assistance needs to be stopped
that your editorial citesivo need but dondét seek food stamps
to transportation, insufficient or confusing information, and too much red tape.

0
[
e
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Lydia Pendley

Santa Fe

http://www.stltoday.com/news/opinion/article 11cel®f9d-56f5a72¢7f5dbda707c0.html

St. Louis PostDispatch (MO): Make sure vulnerable children are
getting fed

July 30, 2015

Despite efforts made to feed hungry children over sunwaeation, kids are still going hungry

each year when school lets out for two month$(i g Bummerhgu n gkul,yo 24) . Ther e
way a hungry child can reach his or her full potential and excel in school. The article gives a
shocking yet real statement that will stay ¢tr
aford good food or simply donét have access to

When a group of RESULTS advocates for child/ m
office last week, nutrition issues in global and U.S. poverty were discussed. Within a few days,
Wagner ggned on to a letter to the president encouraging support for maternal/child health

programs. We hope that our elected representatives in Congress like Wagner will support U.S.
programs like SNAP and tax credits for working families so that vulnerableamigerywhere

are being fed.

YaraLevin A TownandCountry
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http://www.mystatesman.com/news/news/opinion/letterthe-editoraug11-2015/nnFkH/

Austin American-Statesman (TX): Re: Aug. 5 commentaryii E n d
childhood hunger i n our communitie

August 112015

NFL player Kelvin Beachum is absolutely correct in saying that federal programs in addition to
local charities are necessary to address child hunger. In addition to child nutrition programs, the
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Child Tax Credit@}FTan help lowwage parents afford

to feed their children. The evidence shows that these programs encourage work. Only taxpayers
who are working can claim the credits, therefore encouraging them to work more hours.

Children in families receiving the EIT€arn more income as adults. These credits lift millions of
people out of poverty each year and are our best tool for reducing poverty among children. EITC
and CTC refunds tend to get spent quickly and locally, generating $1.50 for each $1.00 spent.
Both piograms are efficient ways to reduce child hunger.

MARTHA ROGERS, AUSTIN

http://www.parkrecord.com/opinion/ci 28623009/lettedstoraug8-11-2015

Park City Record (UT): Don't let politics get in the way of good
policy

August 11, 2015

Editor:

It might be hard to believe with Sen. Mike Lee attempting to defund Obamacare via the federal
highway bill, but Sen. Lee and President Barack Obama actually agree on pokcax

Lee and Obama agree that the most effectivepanverty tools are the Earned Income Tax
Credit (EITC) and the Child Tax Credit (CTC). And they are right. A recent study found the
EITC and the CTC are even more effective than previously thetlght are responsible for
increasing employment rates for single parents. We already knew it lifted millions out of
poverty-including millions of childrerevery year.

The EITC and CTC are a rare thing: Republican ideas that Democrats like. But being
Washingdon, they can't let an agreement get in the way of politics and their dispute on how to
fund the EITC and CTC are endangering these critical programs' survival. The EITC and CTC
are too important to be political football for hundreds of working familidgtah--and every

other state in the Union.
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Join me in contacting our congressional delegation. Tell them to stop playing for the cameras and
start working together on renewing and expanding the EITC and CTC.

David Billings

Salt Lake City

http://www.thespectrum.com/story/opinion/2015/09/03#teeditslow-incomeutah/71644228/

The Spectrum (UT): Tax credits critical for Utah
September 3, 2015

What dohardworking, lowincome Utah families need to keep up? Cash.Hdreed Income

Tax Credit(EITC) andChild Tax Creditprovide lowincome families with a onea-year cash
bonus. A recent interview of Utah families shows how some Utahns use this mopay to:
medical bills, pay off debts, save for a home, provide educational opportunities for their kids,
and for some familied simply buy necessities.

Since being implemented in 1975, the EITC has received broad bipartisan support. Additionally,
in 2009, thregrovisions were temporarily added to the EITC. These provisions eliminated a
marriage penalty, provided families with more than two children with additional tax credits, and
eased qualification requirements for families with very low incomes.

These tempary provisions help 115,000 families with 258,000 children here in Utah. Sadly, we
risk losing these vital provisions if they are not made permanent.

Please help Utah families by calling Senator Hatch and request these provisions be made
permanent.

DebbieBaskin

Salt Lake City

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/opinion/outlook/article/SeifEymbatingpovertyone
persorandone648861.php

Houston Chronicle (TX): Facing up to grinding poverty (Op-ed)
September 4, 2015

By Isabele Soifer
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ltds 4 a.m. Lisa rises before the sun to dous
she doesndt have runniumgswdthemeatdo Rhome | aps dal
reminded of the wunreliable air conditioner, C
reeks of the smell of urine, not belonging to her or those of any other human, but rather to
unwelcome pests. Meaimie, scattered in all this mess are her five children, stretched out in

whatever comfortable sleeping corners they can find. She sees her children off to school and

work, and then proceeds to her own job as a dishwasher, with hours that are not always

guaanteed. This is the picture of poverty in our very own backyard, of our beloved Houston.

Thousands of residents in the Houston region live in similar conditions to those of Lisa and her
family. As of 2013, nearlyore i ft h of Har r i sopdaienmwasyesimatedto2 mi | |
be below the poverty line; 27.4 percent are children. Nearly 400,000 individuals were estimated

to be living in households with Supplemental Security Income, cash public assistance income or

the federal assistance program knowriad stamps or Supplemental Nutrition Assistance

Program. In addition, income segregation continues to aggravate the divide between the haves
andhavenot s. As described in the July 5 Houston
epitomizes the growmgap in the U.S. between the rich and poor, where the fates of individuals

such as Lisa are frequently determined by their ZIP codes.

However, poverty is about more than the lack of physical necessities and access to opportunities.
Accordingto TruongLam a member of Rice Universityodos Coa
Homelessness and-6ounder of its student consultant program OWLSHelp, poverty also means

a mental state in which an individual feels helpless, invisible and as if they are being held

prisoner in a ity that cannot lift them out of poverty. Programs such as OWLSHelp not only
address clientsd housing, financtoadneatentoneduca
and comprehensive care that is sorely lacking in Houston, where many sodta serv

caseworkers are often assigned up to 50 individuals at a time.

Having access to tax credits suchtas Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Child Tax Credit
(CTC) also provide a sense of relief and security, and can make all the difference for g workin
family struggling to get out of poverty. Results, a nonprofit advocacy organization, is making a
push for policy makers both in Washington, D.C., and across the country to protect these tax
credits. The EITC for lowand moderaténcome workers encouragi@nd rewards work and

raises living standards, while the CTC offsets part of the cost of childrearing.

According to the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, each year from 2011 to 2013, both tax
credits helped to lift about 1.2 million Texans out ovg@ay, including 663,000 children.

However, critical provisions of the tax credits that were enacted in 2009 are set to expire in 2017.
If these provisions expire, 915,000 children and 1. 8 million Texans overall will be pushed into

0 or deeper int@® povaty.

The grassroots approach of organizations such as OWLSHelp and thefpalisgd work of

Results are vital to successfully combating poverty in Houston and Texas. Texas senators and
our representatives in Congress must do their part to help redueadpdverty. The first step

is to make protection of the EITC and CTC a priority during the upcoming election season and
for terms thereafter.



Lisa needs these financial provisions so that she can go to work without having to worry about
whether her kidsvill have food in their stomachs, a roof over their heads and everything they
need for school. Supporting Lisa and other struggling mothers like her not only provides a
brighter future for their children but is also our best hope for the health and ftyospeur

city.

Soifer is a member of Results, a nonprofit organization focused on ending the worst aspects of
poverty. She is beginning a masteros program
with a focus on urban and poverty studies.

http://www.parkrecord.com/opinion/ci 28759998/letteditorsept5-8-2015

Park City Record (UT): Senator Hatch, please help Utah families
September 5, 2015
Editor:

What i hardworking, low-income Utah families need to keep up? Cash. The Earned Income
Tax Credit (EITC) and Child Tax Credit provide lomcome families with a once a year cash
bonus.

A recent interview by the United Way of Salt Lake and Community Action &attip of Utah
shows how some Utahns use this money to: pay medical bills, pay off debts, save for a home,
provide educational opportunities for their kids, anfibr some families- simply buy

necessities, such as shoes.

Since being implemented in 19%Be EITC has received broad bipartisan support. Additionally,

in 2009, during the Great Recession, three provisions were temporarily added to the EITC. These
provisions eliminated a marriage penalty, provided families with more than two children with
addtional tax credits, and eased qualification requirements for families with very low incomes.

These temporary provisions help 115,000 families with 258,000 children here in Utah. Sadly, we
risk losing these vital provisions if they are not made permanent.

Your voice is needed: call Senator Hatch, Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee, at (202)
2245251 and ask that he make permanent these key provisions to the Earned Income Tax Credit.

Debbie Baskin, RESULTS volunteer

Park City

http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/291006955/letterearnedincometax-creditworth
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Salt Lake City Tribune (UT): Earned Income Tax Credit worth
renewing

Septembeb, 2015

Do you know tlere is an amazing federal program that helps move families from welfare-to self
sufficiency? The Earned Income Tax Credit rewards-iaamking, low-income families with an
increasing tax benefit the more they work up to a maximum level.

In a wellregardedstudy, the EITC was found to move more single mothers from welfare to
work during the 1990s than either welfare reform or the strong economy.

Research has shown this once a year tax credit is most often used to pay for necessities, repair
homes, maintainehicles that are needed to get to work, and in some cases pay for education and
training to boost earning power.

In 2009, temporary provisions helped make the EITC and Child Tax Credit more family friendly
by removing a marriage penalty and extending #reeht to families with more than two

children. Sadly we risk losing these provisions if they are not renewed, and 115,000 Utah
families with 258,000 children will lose all or some of their tax credit.

Please call Sen. Orrin Hatch and ask him to make tiresdamily provisions a permanent part
of the Earned Income Tax Credit.

Debbie Baskin

Salt Lake City

http://www.tampabay.com/opiniontters/wednesdayetterspscdecisionsmadein-the-
sunshine/2244690

Tampa Bay Times (FL): Help for the working poor
September 9, 2015

Thank you for your astute editorial regarding employment progress as well as the "need for
improvements that could lifhillions out of poverty and stabilize families on the brink of
financial collapse."” The statement encapsulates one of the greatest challenges the nation faces.

In the 30 years between 1949 and 1979, individual incomes of varying classes increased with
symmnetry. However, between 1980 and 2010, 47 percent of the working population realized a
small amount of income growth between 7 percent and 11 perc&éntvhile the lowest

income worker's pay decreased 7 percent. Income for the upper 20 percent of workaseh

23 percent; for the upper 5 percent it was 73 percent; and the top 1 percent gained 224 percent.
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In October, when the U.S. House votes on the transportation bill, our representatives will have
the opportunity to, at the very least, sustain an itapbtax policy that has kept 1,212,000
Floridians out of poverty. They should vote to make permanent the improvements in Earned
Income Tax Credit and the Child Tax Credit. In Florida, 537,000 children would fall further into
poverty or become poorer withbCongress' support. A person who works full time should not
be living in poverty.

BarbaraDrake,Lutz

http://www.alaskastar.com/201509-09/fesults-lobbies-congressadvocateworking -
poor#.VgFKWN9VhBf

Chugiak-Eagle River Star (AK): RESULTS lobbies Congress to
advocate for working poor (Op-ed)

09/09/2015

| arrived in Washington, D.C. in early June, joining the annual influx of college studehes
nationdés capitol for summer internships. | ha
Intern at RESULTS, a nonpartisan grassroots advocacy organization. RESULTS is a movement

of passionate, committed people who use their collective voicgltience political decisions to

bring an end to poverty. RESULTS volunteers span generations and geography, from college
students in Miami to retirees in Anchorage, and this summer | was welcomed into the movement.

Before | arrived in Washington, D.G.subscribed to a professional definition of the word

Al obbyist. o I mages of wealthy businessmen per
longer the case. My experience at RESULTS was rewarding and empowering, and | was able to
witness the power thabnstituents have as lobbyists.

A trip to Capitol Hill is not necessary, although | recommend a visit to Washingtoni theC.
monuments, museums, and taxidermy in Rep. Don
opportunities.

Our members of Congressugt to Alaska many times throughout the year when Congress is on
recess, which presents opportunities for meetings. Writing letters, making phone calls, and
sending emails are all options as well, which are actions that take relatively little time, leut mak
a real impact.

Far from the Chugach Mountains and the midnight sun, | met with Sen. Lisa Murkowski, Sen.
Dan Sullivan, and Rep. Don Young. The topic of discussion? Tax policy. Specifically, the
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Child Tax Credit (CTi@gether, these credits support
millions of lowrincome working families in the United States. In Alaska alone, 52,000 families,
including 8,000 military and veteran families, rely on the EITC and CTC. Key provisions of
these credits are set to expire irL2Paccording to the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities. If


http://www.alaskastar.com/2015-09-09/results-lobbies-congress-advocate-working-poor#.VgFKWN9VhBf
http://www.alaskastar.com/2015-09-09/results-lobbies-congress-advocate-working-poor#.VgFKWN9VhBf

this occurs, 16 million Americans, including 7.7 million children, will either fall into poverty or
be pushed more deeply into it.

These credits also benefit the economy, putting $102 milienc k i nt o Al askaods
2012. | met with our members of Congress to ask them to save these key provisions of the EITC
and CTC to ensure that hardworking laveome Alaskans are prioritized and protected in
upcoming congressional negotiations.

Volunteerism is woven deep into the fabric of American culture; from food pantries to schools
citizens volunteer their time to contribute to their local communities. At the RESULTS
International Conference in July, a gathering of volunteers and partners fraate®7asd 23
countries, a simple graphic explained the power of citizen advocacy. The graphic illustrated that
one hour at a food pantry may feed 50 people for one day, but one hour of advocating for
investments in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistancgi@ro or funding for child nutrition
programs can feed millions of people for many years. That is the power of advocacy.

Rather than complaining to our neighbors and coworkers about the state of the nation we must
channel our concerns and visions for theeife of Alaska and the United States into positive

civic engagement. As citizens of a representative democracy we have the opportunity to speak
with our representatives whether through writing a letter, making a phone call, or meeting in
person. Too few mple take advantage of these opportunities, but in order to sustain a healthy
democracy, citizen advocacy is vital.

RESULTS trains and supports its volunteers, empowering them to effectively advise
policymakers and guide them towards decisions that im@oeess to health, education, and
economic opportunity in the United States and globally. Whether in Chugiak or on Capitol Hill,
contact Senator Murkowski, Senator Sullivan, and Representative Young; share your thoughts,
tell your personal stories, and neajour voice heard. Together, we will make a difference.

Susan Fleurant is a 2012 graduate of Chugiak High School, a senior at Colby College in
Waterville, Maine, and a 2018016 RESULTS REAL Change Fellow. For more information o
about how to get involvead anti-poverty advocacy with RESULTS, contact her

at fleurant.susan@gmail.coor visit www.results.org

http://www.thespectrum.com/story/opinion/2015/09/14/amergacreditsbaskin
letter/72246420/

The Spectrum (UT): America needs tax credits

Septembel4,2015

Debbie Baskin makes an important suggestioout helping Utah families in hiatter to the

editor. (O60Tagrictredalt sfor Utah, 6 The Spectrum & Da
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TheEarnedincome Tax Crediand theChild Tax Creditdo more to keep Americans out of

poverty than any other program (except Social Security). Making these tax credits permanent
with the important parts Ms. Baskin spoke of will insure families have a leg up totmeg#
sufficiency. Certainly worth the time to make a call to ask our elected representatives to make it
a priority.

Willie Dickerson

Snohomish, Washington

http:/AMvww.thenewstribune.com/opinion/letiergheeditor/article35347065.html

Tacoma News Tribune: TAXES: Don't let vital tax benefit expire
September 15, 2015

| certainly agree with state Rep. Drew Stokes
Washigt on6s most TNEGIssi ve taxo (

That school districts must rely on local property taxes for the most basic school funding is
amazingly shortsighte@®@ur kids are our future!

The top 1 percent of Washington stateds house
Washington state taxes, while the poorest 20 percent of residents pay about 17 percent.

The Earned Income Tax Credit is a federal incometadit for lowincome workers. But
important improvements to it are set to expire. Most EITC recipients get the credit for two years
or less. We need to support this lifeline.

Yes, we need tax reform, both state and federal. One child in five in theveésIn poverty, the
highest of any major country. Our leaders need to hear from us.

Donna Schindler Munro, Bremerton

http://www.dailylobo.com/article/2015/09/lett&wijillo

Daily Lobo (NM): That the United States doesn't care for its poor is
monstrous

September 17, 2015

Editor,
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September brings with it the start of many occasions: football seasons, the beginning of fall and,
most important to me, the latest census numbers lieggodverty in the United States.

Unfortunately, the tragedy of poverty continues in America with nearly 47 million Americans
living in poverty. It was my hope that these numbers would improve. The fact is the numbers are
getting worse. To think that thel§proclaimed greatest nation in the world would allow its

citizens to be treated this unfairly is a disaster.

Poverty was my life as | was growing up. | was raised by my grandmother for most of my life.
The only income she had was that of a social sgcehieck that would barely pay for the

apartment we lived in. We received food stamps on the eighth of each month, but by the 28th we
were living off pinto beans. Most summer and fall days you could find me, my grandma and my
little brother walking the strets of the south valley picking quelites (greens) from the side of the
road just to add flavor to the beans. On other days we would climb into the trees near our
apartment and get eggs from the nests. Pigeon eggs, | presume.

Later in life, tax time becanggnificant because that was our Christmas. For most families Dec.

25 brings cheer, gifts and a joyful time. For us as children, it was another day. As children your
Christmas joy comes in the form of Iguafyt s; our
That s when the tax return would come in and
and a new pair of shoes.

This is why September now means so much to me. | see the number of people living in poverty
and | want to speak for the chilidihg a life like mine and make sure they are getting what they
need. | want parents not to worry about how they might feed their children. | want to make sure
hardworking people get that tax return so they can fix their car or replace that broken washing
machine. And maybe a child gets Christmas in February. | remember what that did for me. How
on that day | lit up brighter than any Christmas light.

We must protect the programs that help lift people out of poverty. Tax credits like the Earned

Income Tax @edit and Child Tax Credit lifted more than 8 million people out of poverty last

year. | urge you to let your voice be heard. If you are poor, speak loud and without shame, for

there is no shame in needing helpspecially the help that comes in the fayftax credits that
youdve earned. These aleservedtaxcreditathatfamiiesgleserneh ey a
Congress must save key provisions in the EITC and CTC, making hardworking families, not

wealthy corporations, the top priority.

Sincerely,
Andy Trujillo

CNM Student




http://www.desmoinesreqister.com/story/opinion/editorials/caucli5/20/18/editoriaktop
demonizingamericanausingfood-assistance/32501439/

Des Moines Register (I1A): Stop demonizing Americans using food
assistance (Editorial)

September 18, 2015

Although the GOP presidential debates have featured little discusgiah@oor Americans,

politicians have numerous options for helping them. From increasing the minimum wage to tax
credits to funding |ibraries, thereds an act.i
Scott Wal ker ds i de a wfincome peepfegpdée mgcup. hand: Make

During a recent visit to lowa, the Republican presidential candidate reiterated his support for
making people who apply for food stamps undergo a drug test. The objective, he said, is to
ensure they are clean so they can giesj He ignores the fact that: majorityof ablebodied
Americans using the food assistance program do work. In fact, théeSgigal Nutrition

Assistance Program has proven effective in supporting work, according to data analyzed by the
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities: More than 80 percent of recipients work in the year
before or the year after receiving SNAP.

Yet Walkertold The Huffington Posti | t 6 s not a punitive thing; it

Actually, it is a notallowedby-federatlaw thing. It is abo a demoniz¢he-poor thing. But his
effort is hardly a surprise.

Republicans have repeatedly advocated drug testing for Americans applying for cash welfare.
Courts have repeatedly put a stop to the practice. And the lessons learned from these ordeals
corntradict the stereotype that people who rely on public benefits are addicted to drugs.

A 2011 Florida law required anyone seeking cash welfare to undergo a drug test. During the few
months before a judge issued an injunction, more than 4,000 applicanittedilbona drug test.

Only about 100 failed. Welfare recipients actuaibe drugs at lower ratésan the general

population.

An especially noteworthy twist ohe Florida story: The law specified that the state must
reimburse applicants who passed the drug test. Taxpayers doled out more than $100,000 for
those payments. Instead of saving a penny, the entire charade ended up costing the state.

Ultimatelyafedera udge struck down the | aw for trampl:i
rights.
Yet wasting taxpayer money, evidence and thos

to those on a mission to portray the poor as scofflaws sponging off the system.

Interestingly, Walker and politicians have not demanded bodily fluids from other Americans
who benefit from publicly funded programs. Th
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executives enjoying tax incentives, farm subsidy recipients or childreg éage lunch at

school. Webve heard no demands for drug tests
But i f youdbre a financially struggling Americ
form of cash welfare or food stamps, thesetio@ns are thirsting for your urine.

|l tds not because the poor are using more drug
get jJ obs. Il tds not to save taxpayer money. It
easier than actually h@hg them.

http://www.kitsapsun.com/opinion/lettetax-creditalsoboostscommunity 35783701

The Kitsap Sun(WA): Tax credit also boosts community
Sept.18, 2015

It's heartening to see recent articles and columns in the Kitsap Sun that showed support for our
entire community ("50 years of giving a Head Start," Sept. 15;" Salvation Army shows milestone
with new kitchen, " Sep'dtime”lSept.20).Uni ted Way supp

In 1952, corporate America paid 32 percent of all federal taxes. Today, despitelneakitig
profits, they pay less than 10 percent. Since the Wall Street crash of 2008, more than 90 percent
of all new income has gone to the topekcent.

The Earned Income Tax Credit is a refundable federal income tax credit faxdome working
individuals and families. Statistics show that the EITC succeed at helping families get back on
their feet, such that the EITC recipient pays moredefal income taxes over time than she/he
receives in EITC benefits. Most EITC recipients get the credit for two years or less.

But important improvements to the EITC are set to expire, which will throw millions of people
deeper into poverty. | applaudetinsung volunteers and others who work in the above
mentioned nonprofit programs locally. EITC also makes a huge lifetime difference to millions.
Our members of Congress need to support it.

Donna Munro, Bremerton

http://www.publicopiniononline.com/opinion/ci 28853034/editomatcando-morehelp
fellow-citizens
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Chambersburg Public Opinion: We can do more to help fellow
citizens (Editorial)

09/21/2015

Mike Ross hit the nail on the head when he told a gathering of United Way supporters that for a
county like ours $750,000 is not an aggressive goal for the local nonprofit organization's annual
fundraising drive.

With a population of 152@D-plus, that's just under $5 a person or $20 for a family of four, annually.

Taking into consideration that about 12 percent of our population lives in péveatyour below
what the federal government considers to be the povertydewid can't giveven that nominal
amount, those that can donate still wouldn't be overburdened if everyone gave their fair share.

In fact, $750,000 is a pretty modest goal when you compare it to the portion of our population that
could give modestly and those who can aftdrodo give generously.

Our local United Way agency has 32 "partner" agencies that benefit from your donations, and these
are primarily organizations who provide an extra measure of help to our neediest citizens.

These are noprofits that support the chging needs across the community, and carry out missions
that include educating disadvantaged children through tutoring and other programs, providing health
services and income assistance to our neediest citizens.

These agencies touch thousands of liveh gaar.

During United Way's kickoff luncheon Wednesday, Ross talked about the needs that are met by the
agencies receiving United Way funding.

We have folks here in Franklin County for whom every day is a struggle, he said.
He's right.

When an adult is ying to support a family on minimum wage, or even the $12 or so an hour that
some of our warehouses pay, every day is a struggle. It's a struggle on those wages even if the
household has two wage earners, especially if one or more of the partners ig\parkiimme or
making just minimum wage.

For those who are fortunate to have household incomes within the median range for thé county
about $52,000 annualfy it's easy to forget how tough it is to live payday to payday, counting
pennies in the days be#othe next paycheck comes in so you can put another $5 worth of gas in the
car to get to work the next day.

So, if your company supports United Way and asks you to make a pledge, consider it. Here's a
chance to pay it forward and help your community.



A pledge of even $1 a week would mean an additional $52 a week in the campaign coffers. A pledge
of $2, $5 or $10 a week would do so much more.

http://www.tbo.com/list/newspinion-editorials/editorialsmartway-to-help-working-poor
20150922/

Tampa Tribune (FL): Smart way to help working poor (Editorial)
PublishedSeptembeR?2,2015

Thejustr el eased U.S. Census B s pogeatylevel iemeng virtsallys h o w  t
unchanged at 14.8 percent, with nearly 47 million people living in poverty. As The Associated
Press reports, this is the fourth straight year that the poverty rate has remained the same.

Although the troubling situationvee al s t he need to energize the
poverty rate also highlights the importance of the Earned Income Tax Credit and Child Tax
Credit programs, which help the working poor.

The poverty level would be far higher without them.

Former Florida governor and presidential candidate Jeb Bush wants to double the Earned Income
Tax Credit, and Florida Sen. Marco Rubio, also running for president, would expand the Child
Tax Credit.

The proposals offer an effective way to help the poor winit®eraging work.

Regardless of who prevails in the presidential election, Congress at the very least should ensure
these effective programs, scheduled to expire in 2017, are extended.

The Earned Income Tax Credit provides {meome workers a tax creditaghincreases as their

i ncomes gr ow. It is refundable, so if the <cre
the balance. This provides a strong incentive for recipients to stay at work and increase their
earnings.

The credit begins to phasatafter it hits a certain level and the financial aid is no longer
justified.

The Child Tax Credit offers a partially refundable tax credit to help families with the cost of
caring for children. Lowincome families can receive a credit of up to $1,00@&wh child
under 17, reducing their tax bill.

According to the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, the two programs in 2013 moved 9.4
million people out of poverty, including 5 million children.
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The advocacy group RESULTS, which focuses on eradicpowugrty, points out the households
receiving the tax credits tend to spend them quickly with local businesses, generating $1.50 to $2
in economic activity for every $1 of credit.

Investor Warren Buffet has said that increasing the Earned Income Taxwwaltitdo poor
families far more good than raising the minimum wage.

And Republican Congressman Paul Ryan of Wisco
makes it more expensive for employers to hire-giled workers, but the EITC, on the other

hand, gies workers a boogt without hurting their prospects.

Alt gives f amitl iheesl pfsl etxheom Itiatkye owner ship of t

Even in our bitterly partisan Congress, liberals and conservatives should be able to unite behind
these sensible progranvghich help families work their way out of poverty.

http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinionfed-recessiofletterr20150922story.html

Baltimore Sun (MD): We can help people escape poverty
September 23, 2015
We can help people escape povértyf Congress supports the EITC.

| appreciated reporter Natalie Sherman's article on the 2008 recession ("New Census survey data
show continued effect of recessio8&pt. 17).

Many Marylanders continue to struggle and feel the painful effects of the recession. What the
article did not mention, however, is the great effectiveness of oup@awdirty programs.

In 2014, the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Child Teedit (CTC) lifted 9.8 million
Americans out of poverty, including 5.2 million children. Without these importarivpr& tax
credits, thousands more Marylanders would have fallen below the poverty line.

Yet critical improvements to these credits will @gpsoon, forcing over 16 million Americans,
including 8 million children, into poverty or deeper into poverty.

Congress must put working families first. Maryland Sens. Barbara Mikulski and Ben. Cardin
have cesponsored bills that protect these credit$)ase Reps. Elijah Cummings and John
Sarbanes.

| urge Rep. C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger to join them in working to save the 2009 provisions of the
EITC and CTC. These credits should be made permanent now, before it's too late and millions of
working families siffer.


http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/bs-ed-recession-letter-20150922-story.html

Sara Buckingham, Baltimore

http://www.tampabay.com/opinion/letters/thursdéstterschangeus-senatesilibuster-
rules/2246812

Tampa Bay Times (FL): Poverty in U.S- Tax credits are key
September 23, 2015

| have lived in South Tampa in a relatively affluent neighborhood for more than 20 years. | had
never seen the poverty in which many Floridian children live. Then | got atintylow

income children and saw how poor some of my fellow Floridians are. Disturbed by my
awakening | reported my finding to acquaintances. It is not difficult to skirt the more
impoverished areas of Hillsborough County if one sticks close to Bayshore.

More children in Florida live in poverty today than during the Great Depression. One of every
four children is in poverty, and these children often come from families in which one or more
adults work one or more job. The latest U.S. Census data sagsé¢hatseven Americans lives
below the poverty line.

What works to reduce poverty?

The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and the Child Tax Credit (CTC) have been praised by
both Republicans and Democrats, and for good reason: In 2014, these tax credit9.8oved
million people out of poverty in 2014 alone, including 5.2 million children. The tax credits
promote work by allowing people to keep what they earn. Recipients use their refunds at
businesses in their communities, paying for basic needs like groarde=ar repairs so they
have a reliable way to get to and from work.

Important improvements to these tax credits are set to expire in 2017. If Congress doesn't act in
time, 50 million Americans, including 25 million children, will lose part or all ofrtbegdits.

About 16 million people, including 8 million children, will slip into poverty or deeper into

poverty. That includes some 1 million veteran and armed forces families and more than 2 million
rural families.

The devastating effects of poverty mhsteliminated. The existence of poverty exacts a heavy
price from us all whether we are aware of it or not.

Susan DatzZampa

http://www.freepcom/story/opinion/readers/2015/09/24/carfometsamerican
history/72686516/
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Detroit Free Press (MI): We canot
with poverty

September 24, 2015

New U.S. Census data for 2014 shows that 46 million Americans were liviroyéntyp,

including more than 15 million children. Yet, lawmakers in Congress seem more concerned
about enacting new and costly tax breaks for business and the wealthy, rather than focusing on
critical tax policies that help working Americans make ends meet.

Fortunately, the new Census data also gives us hope. It shows that in 2014, the Earned Income
Tax Credit (EITC) and Child Tax Credit (CTC) lifted 9.8 million Americans out of poverty,
including 5.2 million children. The EITC and CTC arevork tax credis that have been

shown to improve the health and wieling of children. Yet, critical improvements to these

credits will expire soon, forcing millions of Americans into poverty or deeper into poverty.

Congress must put working families first. | urge epresentatives and senators to work to save
the 2009 provisions of the EITC and CTC. They
too late and millions of working families suffer.

Alexander King

Livonia

http://www.tbo.com/list/newspinionletters/lettergo-the-editorrepublicor-theocracy
20150926/

Tampa Tribune (FL): Help poor Americans
September 262015

Thank you for your thoughif | edi tori al on ASmart ways to hel
Sept 22).

How can our privileged nation tolerate such a high poverty rate? The Earned Income and Child
Tax credits are possibly some of the easiest and wisest actions Congress can tpkmto he
Americans create better lives for themselves and their families.

| urge Sen. Marco Rubio to sign on to S. 1012, the Working Families Tax Relief Act, which Sen.
Bill Nelson has already endorsed.

Similar legislation is pending in the House, and Idopr Tampa Bay area representatives will
support it.


http://www.tbo.com/list/news-opinion-letters/letters-to-the-editor-republic-or-theocracy-20150926/
http://www.tbo.com/list/news-opinion-letters/letters-to-the-editor-republic-or-theocracy-20150926/

Linda Schatz

Tampa

http://www.tbo.com/list/newspinionletters/letterdo-the-editorin-jurorswe-trust 20150927/

Tampa Tribune (FL): Rise up
September 27, 2015
Regarding ASmart ways to help working pooro

As the Tribune editorial states, the Earned Income Tax Credit and Child Tax Credit support low
and moderaténcome working households, which includes 134,000 veterans. The importance of
the tax credit is evident: Florida is third in the nation, behind California and Texas, in the number
of veterans who need and rely on the credits. If Congress does not act thadfeofeliant will

lose part or all of the tax credits.

Veterans have sacrificed their lives to defend and protect the freedoms we all hold so dearly. It is
time for us to rise up and in turn protect the home of the brave. What better way to show our
appreiation than to advocate for the House proposal to expand and strengthen the Earned
Income Tax Credit and the House bill that strengthens the Child Tax Credit.

Abeni Davies

Tampa

http://www.tbo.com/list/newspinionletters/lettergo-the-editorthe-working-poorand
minimumwaqge20150928/

Tampa Tribune (FL): More must be done
September 28, 2015

Regarding ASmaritngapseot o0 hEhe Wamp@ga Tri bune
poverty rate would be higher without the Earned Income Tax Credit and the Child Tax Credit
(CTC); 16 percent of people in Florida live below the poverty line. In 2014, over 23 percent of
children unde 18 in related families in the state had incomes below the poverty line. In the next
few months, Congress is expected to address
breaks that are extended regularly. Some have pressed to make ceheage dfusiness

extenders permanent, perhaps as a part of the highway legislation.
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It is critical that the EITC and CTC provisions are also made permanent, as failing to do so
would put more Floridians at risk of falling into poverty.

Congress should alsixfa gap in the EITC by expanding it for adults without children in the
home. Many are noncustodial parents struggling to pay child support or young workers just
starting out. They are eligible for only etenth the credit a family with two children reees.

As a result, they are the only group the U.S. tax code taxes into (or deeper into) poverty.

Al so, we need to extend the CTC to Americads
earning less than $3,000 per year are excluded from the credit.

let 6s help those who need it.
Jake Greenstein

Tampa

http://m.missoulian.com/mes/opinion/columnists/redielp-for-working-families-in-real
danger/article d5d9929865b93516b-a92458dec438e944.html?mobile touch=true

Missoula Missoulian (MT): Real Help for Working Families in Real
Danger (Op-ed)

September 29, 2015
KAREN CUNNINGHAM

Webre all aware of the r ash mtionahaodgmibas and mov
disasterszombie wars, plagues, invasions by creatures from outer space or nasty artificial
intelligencerobots.

These are entertai ni ngldweveklibwe awokemdnesnbroingitodire . But
that 9.8 million Americans had plunged into p
includedpeople we liked: firefighters, home health aides, teacher aides, enlisted military men

and womenyeterans, retail wrkers, servers at our restaurants, janitors, many other low- or
minimum-wageearners reduced to real, inarguable poverty, their dreams of home ownership,

higher educatiorgven car ownership, crushed.

We would feel that reality had gone terribly, dangshpwrong. And the scary thing is, it
actuallycould happen. U.S. Census data released on Sept. 17 shows that 9.8 million Americans
are kepiabove the poverty line because of the Earned Income Tax Credit and the Child Tax
Credit.

The EITC is for workers wdy after paying their taxes, find themselves in actual or near poverty.
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ltds a work incentive. It helps families make
childrenas the added income allows them to become healthier, more successful inaabdol,
earnmore as adults. Further, the EITC put $170 million back intotMam a 6 s | ocal econ
2012.Low-income and middle-class people spend most of what they have where they live.

The Child Tax Credit is structured in a similar way and haspatscen to be an effective help to
low income workers with children. Taxpaying families are required to earn a minimum income
of $3,000 to qualify for the partially refundable credit.

According to the U.S. census, Montana had a poveryofat5.4 percenn 2014. That

translates into 153,954 Montanans, 40,619 of them childrenliving poverty. That o6s
than in previous years thanks to improvements made tIf@ and CTC in 2009 that have

gradually been making a positive difference. Those ingments came under the American

Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, an effective eff@awe the American economy after

the Great Recession hit, including keeping millions of Anaerscout of poverty or the worst

depths of poverty.

The danger is thiaritical EITC and CTC provisions enacted ag ph ARRA are set to expire in
2017. They must be saved. If not, over 50 million Americans woslkl part or all of their EITC
or CTC, pushing 16 million low- and modest-income Amergéahalf of them childend down
or deeper into poverty.

This year, some key members of Congress have signaled thénmywallmake large business tax
breaks permanent without offsetting the costs. It is crucial tletreena double standard against
working families and individals in favor of big business. Parity, another term for plain old
fashionedequality and fairness, must prevalil. If Corgg@xtends tax breaks for large
corporations, it should certainly maintain the EITC and CTCipiavs for hard-pressed

working families. Such provisions should be made permanent now.

Not only should vital provisions under ARRA be made permanent, but there have been
bipartisanproposals that would enhance both of these effective tax creditsaotloe age of

EITC eligibility from 25 to21, to expand the EITC for single workers without ateifg and to
create an inflatiomdjustment to the $1,000 per child credit maximum for th€ Clhese

needed changes are lllilt on the bipartisan consensus that created the EITC in the first place
under President Ford areld to its being strengthened under Presidents Reagan, Clinton and
Obama. These credits work.

Most important, EITC and CTC provisions must be saved mdhile Congress increases tax
benefits to big business. As Congress debates @thg@rovisons we must speak up to remind
Congress of the benefits that the EITC and CTC have for individaaidjes, children and
societyas a whole.

Please contact: U.S. Sens. Jon Tester at (202) 224-268tar@Daines at (202) 224-26%hd
U.S.Rep. Ryan Zinke at (202) 225-3211. Urge therwaook on behalf of hard-working
Montanans to make the provisions of the EITC and CTC permanent now.




http://www.providencejournal.com/article/20151001/OPINION/151009953/2011

Providence Journal (RI): Help lift poor out of poverty (Op-ed)
Fatoumata Sangare
October 1, 2015

| was born in Mali and grew up in Senegal. | saw firsthand what it means to be poor- In low
income coutries in Africa, people strive to live on less than $1.25 a day, often without access to
such necessities as food, shelter, education, health care, clean water and sanitation.

The populations of these countries often turn to faith. They pray througlkeodéayhhoping that
an angel will come from somewhere very soon to put food on their table so that they can fill their
stomachs that have been so empty for days.

My dad, a diplomat, provided financial support for my uncle and his young family, who lived in
our hardto-reach village. In the 1950s, my uncle was infected with onchocerciasis, also known
as river blindness, and eventually went blind. He was no longer able to do farm work, to grow
crops to feed his family.

There were some days when my uncle asddmily were desperately looking for food. If my
father hadndét been able to help provide it an
have died. They were lucky they had an angel who came todhemy father. However, this

has not been the cafs® millions of people in Africa.

In contrast to Africa, the United States has programs designed to help individuals lift themselves
out of poverty. If public funding and international aid were put into similar programs in my
nati ve ¢ oun tfepyopablynwouldihawe tumed sut inuch better.

But Americabés poverty programs, however succe
them. Poverty is still of concern in this wealthy country. Despite claims by some politicians,
cutbacks, neglectarmo | i t i c al gridlock are more to bl ame

the policies themselves.

On Sept. 16, the U.S Census Bureau released its annual poverty data for 2014. The poverty rate

did not change between 2013 and 2014, remaining stead\Bateréent. This means that 46.7

million people, including 15.5 million children, lived in poverty in the United States last year.
While ités good that poverty did not get wors
still struggle, even as the emamy improves.

Fortunately, there is some good news in the data. The supplemental poverty measure, which
takes into account programs such as the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), shows that thesergnogyand others have been effective

in lifting people out of poverty. According to the measure, the EITC and Child Tax Credit (CTC)


http://www.providencejournal.com/article/20151001/OPINION/151009953/2011

lifted 9.8 million people out of poverty in 2014, including 5.2 million children. Thesevor&
tax credits help 2 millioweteran and military households and 4.8 million rural households.

But key provisions of the EITC and CTC enacted in 2009 are set to expire in 2017. If this

happens, 16 million people, including 8 million children, will fall, or fall more deeply, into

povet y. Moreover, workers who dondédt claim depen
little or no EITC. Because of this small or nonexistent EITC, childless workers are actually taxed
deeper into poverty.

| saw in Mali and Senegal families who coulot afford a nutritious meal each day. Children in
these families suffer from malnutrition, which stunts their growth and development. They
perform poorly in school and even drop out, which puts their families deeper into poverty. Here
in the United Stateshe EITC and CTC allow lovncome families to buy enough food and
provide weltbalanced meals to their children. Thus, their children are much healthier and do
better at school.

| urge Rep. David Cicilline, Sen. Jack Reed, and Sen. Sheldon Whiteho&®de Island
Democrats, to make protection of the EITC and CTC a priority this year and fix the glaring gap
in the EITC by expanding it for lowncome childless workers. Our goal should be to end

poverty in all its forms everywhere.

Fatoumata Sangare, &fawtucket, is a volunteer with RESULTS, a nonprofit organization that
combats poverty. She holds a medical degree from the Mali Faculty of Medicine, and a master of
science degree from George Washington University.

http://bangordailynews.com/2015/10/02/opinion/letters/satyodé&y-2015president
thibodeashaswork-to-do-tax-creditfall -shortrich-dontcareaboutus/

Bangor Daily News(ME): Expand EITC eligibility
October2, 2015

Expanding on a point Eloise Vitelli and Garrett Martin made in theirt.7 BDN OpEd it is
imperative that Congress addresses the gaping holetiartiedincomeTax Creditthat makes
low-income adults without children, including noncussbgiarents, the only workers taxed into

0 or deeper int@ poverty. As a senior in college, this is an important issue for my peers and
me as we work to establish ourselves after graduation.

In 2012, federal income and payroll taxes pushed 1.2 milliodles8 workers into poverty and
another 5.8 million deeper into poverty. Currently, childless workers under age 25 are ineligible
for the tax credit. That makes it harder for those of us just starting out to make ends meet. There
is bipartisan support fohange, with President Barack Obama and Republican U.S. Rep. Paul
Ryan proposingo expandit to includechildlessworkersandlower the eligibility agefrom 25to

21
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If Congress fixes this gaping hole, 13.5 million childless workers nationwide, including 64,000
young adults in Maine, would becorakgible for an the Earned Income Tax Credit or receive a
larger a credit. The credit rewards and encourages work. Expanding the credit would boost
employment and reduce poverty among childless workers, contributing téelondinancial
security for regients and a stronger economy overall. As Congress contemplates billions of
dollars in tax breaks for businesses, hardworking;ilmeme young adults cannot be left

behind.

SusarFleurant

Waterville

http://m.santafenewmexican.com/opinion/my view/readew-now-is-the-time-for-low-
incomeamericans/article 327a75th44566aac6cd96aa8c5069b.html?mode=jgm

Santa Fe New Mexican (NM): Now is the time for lowncome
Americans to get their turn (Op-ed)

October 3, 2015
By Lydia Pendley

In June 2014, | wrote a My View fdihe Santa Fe New Mexicganii Wh e n -it@me | o w

Americans gettheiitr n? 0 June 17). The issue addressed w
permanent tax breaks while nothing was being done to preserve key provisions of the Earned

Income Tax Credit and the Child Tax Credit set to expire in 2017. More than 50 million

Americans including 25 million children, would stand to lose all or part of their tax credits.

Sixteen million Americans would fall into poverty or deeper into poverty. Expansion of the

Earned Income Tax Credit for leimcome childless workers who currently gétldi or nothing

from it was also under discussion, but never happened.

It is now September 2015. Again, Congress is considering making business tax breaks
permanent, costing hundreds of billion of dollars. Except about the Earned Income Tax Credit
and Chitl Tax Credit, we hear only silence. The same provisions of those credits are still set to
expire, and lomincome workers without children at home and young people just starting out
continue to be taxed into poverty.

What do the Earned Income Tax and CHiek credits mean for New Mexicans? Next to Social
Security, the Earned Income Tax Credit and the Child Tax Credit lift more people out of poverty
than any other federal prograin 10 million in 2014. In our state, 220,000 New Mexico
households received tliarned Income Tax Credit, and 158,000 households received the low
income portion of the Child Tax Credit in 2012, including 20,000 veteran and military families.
The Earned Income Tax Credit in New Mexico added about $511 million to our economy that
year.
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The provisions that need to be made permanent by Congress ensure that secphogy

families receive the Child Tax Credit, they boost the Earned Income Tax Credit for families with
more than two children, and t-hamerfamilesigettng t he
the credit. If these provisions expire, 225,000 children in 124,000 New Mexico families will lose
some or all of these piwork tax credits, adding up to $130 million lost. And 45,000 children

and 94,000 New Mexicans overall will bagthed into or deeper into poverty.

In his recent speech to Congress, Pope Francis spoke about the need to address the cycle of
poverty and bring hope to those who live in poverty. Bringing hope implies taking action to
change the situation. Congress hawance right now to do just that by taking positive action to
make permanent important provisions of the tax credits and to expand the Earned Income Tax
Credit for childless workers. Please let Rep. Ben Ray Lujan and Sens. Tom Udall and Martin
Heinrich knav you expect them to work to make this happen and to make the needs of low
income New Mexicans and Americans a top legislative priority in the coming months.

Now is the time forlos ncome Ameri cans to get their turn.
agan next year.

Lydia Pendley is cgroup leader of ResukSanta Fe.

http://www.salina.com/opinion/letters/hese/our-chanceto-helpthe-poor/article ee7a2afd
de4#548eb84304e625860b09.html

Salina Journal (KS): Here's your chance to help the poor
Oct 4, 2015

I n the romantic comedy, AWhil e You Were Sleep
out on what mighhave been. It was a lost opportunity. As citizens, we may not be sleeping, but

we are distracted by the pressures and responsibilities of our personal lives. We are in danger of
losing an opportunity.

It is uncomfortable to focus on the realities arousdAccording to newly released data from the
U.S. Census Bureau that was reported recently in the Journal, nearly 47 million Americans are
living in poverty. Of these, one in five children are not sure where their next meal is coming
from.

The problem ohunger is complex and overwhelming. It is easy to be distracted and look away,
missing opportunities to help. However, two successful,-Eiagding bipartisan programs that
encourage and reward work do exist. The Earned Income Tax Credit and the Cl@lcedihax
prevent more people from falling into poverty than any other programs in the country, except
Social Security.
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In 2009, in response to the Great Recession, effective improvements were made in these tax
credits. Benefits were expanded to help-ioaome working families making as little as $3,000

a year, families with more than two children, and married couples where both people work. As a
result, the EITC and CTC lifted 9.8 million people out of poverty last year, including more than

5 million children.

But these improvements will expire if Congress does not act. Fortunately, we have an
opportunity to prevent that from happening. We can call Sens. Pat Roberts and Jerry Moran, and
Rep.Tim Huelskamp, all Kansas Reagicans. Ask them to support legistat that makes

permanent these important provisions to the Earned Income Tax Credit and Child Tax Credit.
Our leaders need to hear from us, and it is our privilege to call.

0 VIC and KAY STREUFERT, Lindsborg, retired

http://flatheadbeacon.com/2015/10/10/eaxprotectour-children/

Flathead Beacon (MT): We Can Protect Our Children

As a retired social worker, | know the devastation that abuse causes
By Janice McCaffrey
Octaber 10, 2015

Thankyouforyouridept h article, fAFalling Through the
wel fare is an i mportant issue for all of wus.
services and create the Protect Montana Kids Commig&soa retired social worker, | know the
devastation that abuse causes. | worked with families in high stress situations that all too
frequently resulted in abuse. One major stress factor for families that we can alleviate is lack of
resources, which canuse an inability to move upward on the sogiabnomic ladder.

The U.S. Census report of Sept. 17 shows 153,954 Montanans, 40,619 children, live in poverty.
The Census report goes on to say that 9.8 million Americans are kept above poverty through the
Earred Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Child Tax Credit (CTC).

Both are workincentive tax credits with outcomes that include healthier children who are more
successful in school and, therefore, are able to earn more in adulthood. The EITC and CTC also
helplocab usi nesses. In 2012 alone the EITC put $1
economies.

These tax credits began under President Gerald Ford, were strengthened under Ronald Reagan,
and continue because they improve the Awelhg of working families ancheir communities.
However, they are due to expire in 2017 if Co


http://flatheadbeacon.com/2015/10/10/we-can-protect-our-children/

Il n your arti
of us.o | be
prevent child abuse.

cle, James Caringi I's quoted, NACF
l i eve all of us dyaohlife foafdmdiesaand i f f er

Please join me in contacting U.S. Sens. Jon Tester and Steve Daines, and Rep. Ryan Zinke.
Petition them to fight for our children by keeping the EITC and CTC improvements permanent.

Janice McCaffrey
Columba Falls

http://www.stamfordadvocate.com/news/article/WillklBakerOp-ed Tax-creditsfor-working-
6561731.php

Stamford Advocate (CT: Will iam Baker Op-ed: Tax credits for
working families endangered

Sunday, October 11, 2015
Joyce coul dndét believe her eyes.

AThat much?0 she asked as she saw the refund
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITAgnter. Most of us have savings we can draw on for

pressing needs, such as unexpected bills or new clothes for the kids, but not those stuck in low
income jobs. Joyce saw the effect of her Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Child Tax Credit
(CTC)andlitup 1 i ke a | ight. Fl ushed with excitement
and fix my car. 0

No surprise that EITC and CTC have lifted more people out of poverty than any other
government program excepocial Security And yet some in Congress want to cut them by
allowing improvements made during the Great Recession to expire. But the recession has not
ended fo many of us, and the credits are still needed.

The Census Data for 2014, released in September, show that the poverty rate was unchanged

from 2013 at 14.8 percent. That translates to around 46.7 million Americans, including 15.5

million children, who livel in poverty last year. Locally, almost half of school children in

Stamford qualify for free or reduced price school lunches; so do one in five in Greenwich. These

are children of families with incomes of less than 130 percent of the poverty rate (¥8t,825

family of 4). And there are other towns in Fairfield County with worse nuntbersBridgeport

itdéds none out of 10 children on lunch support

While the recession is not over, there are bright spots. The Census Data show that EITC and
CTC lifted 9.8 nillion people, including 5.2 million children, out of poverty in 2014. SNAP (the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) lifted out another 4.7 million people. But, since the
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overall poverty rate is unchanged, this suggests that the new jobs beieg aredbwpaying,
and the Safety Net is still needed.

The EITC and CTC have always had bipartisan sugpdal TC began during thEord

Administration . And now, even U.S. RepPaulRyan, a fAbudget hawk, 0 has
improving EITCfor childless workers and nerustodial parents. Nevertheless, there is a

movement in Congress to eliminate the 2009 improvements, a move that would push 16 million
Americans, including 8 million children and a million veteran and armed forces famit@gyrin

deeper into poverty.

Those same Members of Congress want to make several business tax credits permanent, and they
want to do it with no offsetting cuts directly adding to the deficit. Even though the EITC and

CTC improvements cost much less thaosthcredits, they will only consider them if there are
offsetting cuts to other anpioverty programs, such as SNAP. In other words, these leaders will

do all they can to take care of big business but working families have to fend for themselves.

Does thissound right to you?

U.S. RepJim Himes (D-CT-4) and senatorS§hris Murphy andRichard Blumenthal all

support the EITC and CTC and recognize the importance of the improvements. Himes was
recently quoted as saying that #Athe EITC is t
this country.o Call their o#telithera® pushoHouseeamd i |t
Senate leaders to save the EITC and CTC provisions before they expire. And thank them for
supporting the less fortunate among us. Haodking people such as Joyce are counting on our

A A

el ected | eaders makesuetheyllat 6s ri ght . Let 6s

William Baker of Stamford is a volunteer with Results, an internationapawerty movement.

http://www.goupstate.com/article/201510DPINION/151009705/1132/opinion?p=3&tc=pg

Spartanburg Herald-Journal: Tax credits are vital to poor families
(Op-ed)

By Linda Bilanchone
Monday, October 12, 2015

notations for

The word Ataxo has negative con |
' tl e more appealin

Aerdi t, 0 and it becomes a | it
more interest you may have in income tax credits.

That is why some citizens' organizations are supporting the continuing availability of the Earned
Income Tax Credi(EITC) and the Child Tax Credit (CTC). Both the League of Women Voters
and RESULTS, a citizens' lobby dedicated to stopping hunger in this country and around the
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globe, are urging members of Congress to support federal funding for these two tax credit
progams, as are numerous othérdaith leaders, charities, and civil rights groups.

The two tax code provisions that these groups are supporting are among our nation's strongest
tools for helping working families escape poverty and achieve greateusigtiency.

The EITC and the CTC, put simply, support working families. These two components of the tax
code are pravork and prefamily.

In 2013, the EITC and the CTC lifted 8.8 million people out of poverty. These tax credits will
expire soon unless Congrdages action to see that they continue. If they expire, 16 million
people (including 8 million children) could fall deeper into poverty.

If key parts of the EITC are allowed to expire, a married couple with three children and earnings
of $35,000 will see¢heir EITC shrink by about $1,200. If key provisions of the CTC are allowed
to expire, a single mother with two children who works full time at minimum wage, earning
$14,500, will lose her entire CTC of $1,725.

And the EITC for adults without children ihég home (which includes many rouastodial
parents paying child support) is so low that these workers are actually taxed deeper into poverty.

Changes in both programs could boost employment and reduce poverty among these workers as
well. Furthermore, som#50,000 veteran and armed forces families would lose all or part of the
CTC or EITC if critical provisions of these programs are allowed to expire.

In South Carolina, 507,000 households received the EITC in 2012 and 364,000 households
received the lowincome part of the CTC in that same year. The EITC put about $1.2 billion into
South Carolina's economy in 2012.

Extensive research tells us that the EITC encourages work, especially in a strong labor market.
During the 1990s, EITC expansion did more to raisgloyment among single mothers with
children than either welfare reform or the strong economy.

In regard to longerm benefits, studies tell us that children whose families receive an income
boost from these credits on average do better in school antbegdikely to go to college, more
likely to work more and earn more as adults, and more likely to be healthier.

In addition to supporting the EITC and the CTC, Congress has an opportunity to be pibactive
to help lowincome Americans save for the futufdne Financial Security Credit (FSC) is a
matched savings account that rewards-ilogome tax filers who save all or part of their tax
refund!

The two bills that would address continuing to ensure the EITC and the CTC are H.R. 902 and
H.R. 1286. If you agre that extending these programs is important, you can call the offices of
House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Paul Ryar22®3031) and Ranking Member



Sander Levin (202254961), urging them to protect and strengthen these programs and to
supportthe Financial Security Credit (FSC) that would help families save for the future.

Let's use the positive effects of tax credits and matching savings funds to help workers help
themselves.

Linda Powers Bilanchone is a past president of the League of Wontens df Spartanburg
County.

http://pubs.aarp.org/aarptm/20151011 PA/?pm=2&ul=coverleaf&pg=8#pg8

AARP Magazine (US). Letter to the editor

October/November 2015

Kudos to AARP and Viola
Davis for reminding us
about the hungry children
in America. We can all do
something about this by
calling or writing our rep-
resentatives and senators.
There is no reason for this
in the world’s richest coun-
try. Check out results.org;
ending hunger and poverty
has been its goal for the
past 35 years. Changes are
possible, and you can help!

WILLIE DICKERSON
Snohomish, Washington

6 AARP THE MAGAZINE / Real Pc
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http://www.desmoinesreqister.com/story/opinion/editorials/2015/10/13/congeessnew
priorities-in-tax-policy/73827356/

Des Moines Register: Congress needs new priorities in tax policy
(Editorial)

The Register's EditoriaDctoberl4,2015

The average CEO in lowa earns ab2i{7 million, according to the AHCIO d 70 times more
than the average worker and 185 times more than someone earning minimum wage. These
individuals have accountants to file personal income taxes. They are eligible for many tax
breaks. Any refund is likely saved owvested.

Then there are poor lowans.

Many low-income people do not file tax returns. They may know they earn too little to owe
income taxes or theyon't have deductions for mortgage interest or college expenses. Perhaps
they think the paperwork, time andst are not worth it. Fortunately, these lowans can
receivefree tax preparation assistartbeough programs sponsored by several nonprofit
organizations in this state.

The United Wy of Central lowa, for example, helped 5,787 people in Polk, Dallas and Warren
counties file a tax return in 2015. These lowans received $9 million in state and federal tax
returns, or about $1,500 per person. More than a third of the refund was thefrésiEarned
Income Tax Credit, a refundable credit for kaveome people designed to encourage and reward
work.

Rather than investing this small nest egg in the stock market, these families use it for immediate
necessities. They pay down debt, repduraace or buy clothing. They purchase goods and
services from local businesses, which stimulates the economy. But all taxpayers, and the entire
country, benefit from the EITC. The credit reduces reliance on public assistance, including
welfare. Becausé grows as people earn more money, they have an incentive to work more.

In 2013, the EITC lifted about 6.2 million people out of poverty and reduced the severity of
poverty for an additional 21.6 millioaccording to the Center for Budget and Policy
Priorities.When combined with the Child Tax Credit, up to $1,000 to help offset the cost of
raising children, even more families with children are lifted oytasferty. Yet key provisions in
these tax credits are set to expire at the end of 2017, which coul84088 lowansnto or
deeper into poverty.

Knowing all this, one would think preserving, and even expanding, these credits would be a top
priority for Republican politicians. Notorious for their efforts to scale back public assistance or
create barriers toeceiving it, conservatives should be the greatest advocates for tax credits that
encourage and rewardwokkx cept t heydre not.
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House Republicans have dedicated their tax reform energies toward helping the wealthy. Repeal

the estate tax. Give%200,000 &x cut for millionaires. Expand and make permanent corporate

tax breaks. These are the people and companies who create jobs, they say. You know, the old
trickkeed own economics theory webve all heard so m

The problem: There s n 6t mu ¢ kn dgoing on ik the United States. Hetiee top 20

percent of households hold nearly 90 percent @lthewhile the bottom 40 percent have

nothing. Actually, they have less than nothing because they are immteldisparity of wealth,
defined as all onef6s assets minus debts, is g

The r i cédadyonoré lielp fmoen Washington.

http://www.snoho.com/html/letters.html

Snohomish Tribune (WA): Poverty assistance
October 13, 2015
To the Editor:

A letter to the edid otrax( AcArsekd ilte,gd sQcatt.or7 Troi beu
encouraging recent articlepdqvVidrgtence fefSsorctonw ede|
Tribunes.)

Many of us are unaware of the silent struggles in our midst.

The Earned Income Tax Credit, a refunddiederal income tax credit for leimcome working
individuals and their families, is indeed agaver. The IRS tells us that 14.3 percent of
Washington state tax filers claimed the EITC in a recent tax year. These tax recipients received
an averag&ITC refund of $2,145 in 2013. Most EITC recipients get the credit for two years or
less, because it helps them get back on their feet.

From 1980 to 2012, the median U.S. household income grew 9 percent, while corporate profits
grew 239 percent. Did ydinow that according to the Cato Institute that the annual cost to the
average tax payer for corporate subsidies is $870?

About 20 percent of U.S. kids live in poverty. Crucial, temporary improvements to the EITC are
set to expire i f Congress doesnb6t act.

Yes, we need tax reform, starting with strengthgrnihe Earned Income Tax Credit.

Donna Munro
Bremerton
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http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/politics/2015/10/13/cakiihgandidatesvhats
your-planrhunger/73882974/

Des Moines Register: Calling all candidates: What's your plan on
hunger? (Article)

Mike Kilen, October 14, 2015

A new effort to make hunger and poverty issues a priority in the presidential campaign was
launched Tuesday at the lowa Hunger Summit in Des Moines.

Hungeranpoverty issues havendét been a priority i
Lyndon 9$iothenl860s) €aid David Beckmann, president of Bread For the World, a
Washington D.C. nonprofit group that advocates for policies that alleviate world hunger.

ot D

How do we then make hunger ove
Thecelon is our opportunity. We had
A coalition of individuals, antpoverty and faitibased organizations launched Vote To End
Hunger with a call to voters to question presidential candidates on whatithég in office to

end hunger by 2030. In the U.S., 48 million people live in food insecure homes, including 15
million children. One in 3 people in the world are malnourished.

lowa,hometat hi s weekds Mhiarldading &gucaoltdral Btate andethe first to have a
voice in the nominating process with the lowa Caucus.

He said Bread For t h<hirdd/of Arhetcéns saptioat hurigergnd s h ows t
poverty should be a top priorityde also claims that his organization has calculated that
programs to end hunger can save $150 billion, mainly in reduced health care costs.

Bread For the World advocates for congressional billshaid nutrition and global food security
and for tax breaks for working families and other issues. But the Vote To End Hunger campaign
doesndét take specific positions; its goal i s

AThere are adidgKiemeamtcatayd Beckmann said after.\
His organization has joined 100 other Christian leaders in asking presidential candidates what

they would do to help the worldébés poor and po
atcircleofprotection.us/candidatedeos/

Bishop Richard Pates of the Catholic Diocese of Des Moines told the gathering at Marriott Hotel
that many faith traditions, including Christian, Islam and Judaism, have beliefs that it is a moral
imperativeto feed the hungry.


http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/politics/2015/10/13/calling-all-candidates-whats-your-plan-hunger/73882974/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/politics/2015/10/13/calling-all-candidates-whats-your-plan-hunger/73882974/
mailto: Mike%20Kilen
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/money/2015/10/09/world-food-prize-snapshot-people-issues/73532056/
http://circleofprotection.us/candidate-videos/

Yet in a recent meeting with Polk County Supervisors, he was told that one in five are suffering
from hunger right here in Polk County.

nlt i s a scandal , 0 he said.

Pates said citizens should ask government officials to hold the I&gls idnd morals of its
citizens and act on the issues of poverty, including a living wage for families.

Jamy Rentschler of Ames stood before the group as a personal example of what it can mean. She
grew up in a family with a single mother who received fassistance.

AThe average (Suppl ement &ddnefiNaubl.41liper pecson, pars si st an
meal . Without that support, |l woul dnét have g
masterds degree, 0 sai d RUWNS snorprofic which advoaatesy ol un't

for policies to end hunger.

The effort locally will include a Vote To End Hunger rally at 2 pNov. 8 at Grand View
University.

WORLD FOOD PRIZE

A T h e wil e preseénted to Sir Fazle Hasan Abed of Bangladeskséneanony at the lowa

Capitol, beginning at 7 p.m. Thursday. The Laureate Award Ceremony will be broadcast live on

lowa Public TelevisionAbed is founder of BRAC, formerly known as Bangladesh Rural
Advancement Committee, n o wntdldeelopment drghidization. ar ge s
|l tds credited with helping 150 million people
with a $250,000 prize.

AFor more information about lowa Hunger Summit and World Food Prize activities, go
to www.worldfoodprize.org

https://www.adn.com/article/20151016/readerie-letterseditoroct16-2015

Alaska Dispatch News (AK): Earred income, child tax credits vital
for Alaskans

October 16, 2015

An Oct. 10 ADN article about the potentially beneficial health impacts of the PFD mentioned
another important economic boost for Alaskans, the earned income tax credit. The EITG is a pro
work tax credit for low and moderatincome workers, which encourages work and reduces
poverty. Annually, the EITC and the child tax credit lift 14,000 Alaskans, including 7,000
children, out of poverty. However, in 2017, key provisions of the EITC andtexildredit are

set to expire, which would cause 41,000 children in 22,000 Alaska families to lose some or all of


http://www.worldfoodprize.org/
https://www.adn.com/article/20151016/readers-write-letters-editor-oct-16-2015

their working family tax credits. In 2012, the EITC put $102 million into the Alaska economy,
boosting financial security for recipients anéating a stronger economy overall. Congressional
inaction would allow 31,000 Alaskans to fall into, or deeper into, poverty. As Alaskans who
appreciate the economic boost of the PFD, we must ask our members of Congress to protect the
earned income tax crigind child tax credit, which serve as vital supports for thousands of
hardworking Alaska families.

Susan Fleurant
Chugiak

http://iowacitypresscitizen.ia.newsmemory.com/?token=a3bal0607d294cedd71ab2728belcabe&
cnum=2900014&fod=1111111STD&selDate=20151019&licenseType=paid subscriber

lowa City PressCitizen: Congress needs new poiities in tax policy
(Reprinted Editorial from Des Moines Registe)

Octoberl6, 2015

The average CEO in lowa earns ab2{7 million, according to the AFCIOd 70 times meoe
than the average worker and 185 times more than someone earning minimum wage. These
individuals have accountants to file personal income taxes. They are eligible for many tax
breaks. Any refund is likely saved or invested.

Then there are poor lowans.

Many low-income people do not file tax returns. They may know they earn too little to owe
income taxes or theyon't have deductions for mortgage interest or college expenses. Perhaps
they think the paperwork, time and cost are not worth it. Fortunategg tbevans can

receivefree tax preparation assistartbeough programs sponsored by several nonprofit
organizations in this state.

The United Way of Central lowa, for example, hel3787 people in Polk, Dallas and Warren
counties file a tax return in 2015. These lowans received $9 million in state and federal tax
returns, or about $1,500 per person. More than a third of the refund was the result of the Earned
Income Tax Credit, aefundable credit for lovincome people designed to encourage and reward
work.

Rather than investing this small nest egg in the stock market, these families use it for immediate
necessities. They pay down debt, repair a furnace or buy clothing. They pugcloals and

services from local businesses, which stimulates the economy. But all taxpayers, and the entire
country, benefit from the EITC. The credit reduces reliance on public assistance, including
welfare. Because it grows as people earn more mongyhtwe an incentive to work more.
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In 2013, the EITC lifted about 6.2 million people out of poverty and reduced the severity of
poverty for an additional 21.6 millioaccording to the Center for Budget and Policy
Priorities.When combined with the Child Tax Credit, up to $1,000 to help offset the cost of
raising children, even more families with children are lifted out of poverty. Yet key provisions in
thesetax credits are set to expire at the end of 2017, which couldgy880 lowansnto or

deeper into povéy.

Knowing all this, one would think preserving, and even expanding, these credits would be a top
priority for Republican politicians. Notorious for their efforts to scale back public assistance or
create barriers to receiving it, conservatives shoulthdgreatest advocates for tax credits that
encourage and reward wolkkx cept t heyodre not.

House Republicans have dedicated their tax reform energies toward helping the wealthy. Repeal
the estate tax. Give%200,000 tax cut for millionaires. Expand ancken@ermanent corporate

tax breaks. These are the people and companies who create jobs, they say. You know, the old
trickkeed own economics theory weobve all heard so

The problem: There s nd6t much trickling down,thgtop20g on
percent of households hold nearly 90 percent of wealiiie the bottom 40 percent hav

nothing. Actually, they have less than nothing because they are inmteldisparity of wealth,
defined as all oneds assets minus debts, 1is

The rich dondét need any more help from Washi

http://www.knoxnews.com/opinion/lettets-the-editor/lettermakecreditpermanent 50429202

Knoxville News Sentinel (TN): Make credit permanent
Octdber 18, 2015

Twenty-six percent of children in Tennessee live in poverty. The Earned Income Tax Credit is a
refundable income tax credit for lemvcome workers and their families. The EITC generates at
least $1.50 in local economic activity for every dottimed. This tax credit also facilitates
economic mobility such that most recipients claim the credit for no more than two years.

However, critical improvements to the EITC are set to expire if Congress doesn't act. If this
happens, 16 million peoplacluding 8 million children, will fall into or deeper into poverty.

| am a RESULTS (results.org) volunteer working to improve the health andbeiely of all

U.S. citizens. Please let U.S. Sens. Lamar Alexander and Bob Corker and U.S. Rep. John J.
Duncan Jr. know that critical improvements to the EITC need to be made permanent in any new
tax legislation.

Donna Schindler Munro, Bremerton, Wash.
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http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865639339/L effbepiring
provisions.html?pg=all#pBR5bubbB8IAHT8q.03

Deseret News (UT): Expiring provisions
October 19, 2015

Congress needs to take action to save three expiring provisions of the EITC (Baomeel Tax
Credit) and CTC (Child Tax Credit). The three key tax provisions, put in place in 2009 to help
working familes, are set to expire in 2017.

1. The fAMarriage Penaltyo relief will disappe
reduced rafnds for married couples. 2. Families with more than two children will see tax

increases or reduced EITC credits. 3. The income threshold for CTC will jump from $3,000 to
$14,700, resulting in many lemcome working prents losing valuable credits.

Thesecredits have been praised by Republicans and Democrats alike, keeping 9.8 million people
out of poverty in 2014 alone. Without the support of Congress, it is estimated 16 million families
will slip into poverty or deeper into poverty.

| urge our legislat@ (local and national) to step up and take action. | would like to remind them
and everyone: These are havdrking families. They are not loafers looking for a free ride

Michael Brown

Salt Lake City

http://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/lettete-the-editor/article40342443.html

Miami Herald (FL): Hungry children

October 19, 2015

| 6m outraged that some in Congressngwithbnti nue t
poverty. Fortunately, for families in our community and across the United States, Congress
passed a final budget blueprint that doesnoét

Program (SNAP) on a fast track. But we need to remind lawrmddsy important this program
is. Child Nutrition Reauthorization is an opportunity for Congress to protect and strengthen child
nutrition programs without cutting SNAP.
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Do lawmakers forget that the primary beneficiaries of SNAP are children, the eldétlyean
disabled? Do they ignore that SNAP and cimildrition programs have been shown to improve
nutrition and health outcomes in children?

When it comes to reducing hunger and poverty, our investments in SNAP and child nutrition
programs are helping mitins of families access nutritious food, as one in five American
children is at risk of hunger.

| urge our members of Congress to stand up for hungry children and families and reject any
proposals to cut or restructure child nutrition programs and SNAP.

ESTHER GARVETT, MIAMI

http://www.desmoinesreqister.com/story/opinion/readers/2015/10/20/eiacmdechild-tax-
creditskey-families/74004194/

Des Moines Register (IA): Earned Income, Child Tax credits are key
for families

October 20, 2015

Thank you to The Des Moines Register editorial board for highlighting the importance of the
Earned Income Tax Credit and Child Tase@it [Congress needs new priorities in tax policy,

Oct. 14]. Quite simply, there are no other programs on the books that lift more working people
and children out of poverty than the EITC and CTC. According to the U.S. census, in 2014 these
credits lifted9.8 million people out of poverty, including 5.2 million children.

Studies show that children in EITC/CTC households grow up healthier, do better in school and

earn more income as adults. Yet even with those outcomes, leaders in Congress are oblivious.

Many lawmakers (and presidential candidates) oppose a minimum wage increase and have no

plan to increase income except for those at the top. This means that the EITC and CTC are the

last refuge for working families trying to make ends meet. But, as thetRepgointed out, if key

provisions of the EITC and CTC are allowed to expire, 16 million pebplalf of them

childrend wi | | fall into or deeper into poverty. TI
Chuck Grassley and Joni Ernst and Rep. Davidnygu must do t he right thi.
working familiesd save the EI TC and CTC provisions now,

Jos G. Linn, grassroots manager, U.S. Poverty Campaigns, RESULTS, West Des Moines

http://www.abgjournal.com/662488/opinion/tadik-the-town-194.html
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Albuguergue Journal (NM): Tax policies benefit working families
October 20, 2015

A BI G Athank youodo to Rep. Mi c hel | sgnihgwontean Gr i s
H.R. 1286 and 902 and to Senators (Martin) Heinrich and (Tom) Udall for signing onto S1012 .

These bills are designed to strengthen and make permanent the Earned Income Tax Credit and
Child Tax Credit so that work is not only encouraged bararded! Both federal and state tax

policies offer incentives to businesses and yet when incentives in tax policy are discussed
regarding families, we hear words | i ke fAhando

As Washington discusses tax policy, we also often hear thatdsgsis need stability. Anytime

we hear folks discussing the importance of this needed stability for businesses, | would
encourage you to throw into these conversations that working families need stability, too! We
never know if we will get a raise, whethee will have a job next week, how much our rent or
insurance will go up, whether we might suffer a serious illness or maybe experience a surprise
pregnancy! The EITC, CTC and SNAP offer a cushion to working families when our economy
and life throws our faily into unstable situations.

So all of us at RESULTS ABQ send a giant #dtha
voice, power and position to support tax policies that prioritize working families.

DEE IVY

Albuquerque

http://www.thecalifornian.com/story/opinion/readers/2015/10/26Vott-ish-nix-caninesports
center/74275724/

The Californian (CA): Bolster pro-work tax credits
October 21, 2015

New U.S. Census data shows in 2014, one in seven (46 million!) Americans were living in
poverty, including more than one in five children. Yet, lawmakers in Congress seem more
concerned about enacting new and costly tax breaksiBiness and the wealthy, rather than
focusing on saving critical tax policies that help working Americans make ends meet.

Fortunately, the new Census data also gives us hope. It shows that in 2014, the Earned Income
Tax Credit (EITC) and Child Tax CrediCTC) lifted 9.8 million Americans out of poverty,

including 5.2 million children. The EITC and CTC arejwork tax credits that have been

shown to improve the health and wi#ing of children. Yet, critical improvements to these
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credits will expire son, forcing over 16 million Americans, including 8 million children, into
poverty or deeper into poverty.

Congress must put working families first. | urge our representatives and senators to work to save
the expiring provisions of the EITC and CTC. Thegwld make them permanent now, before
itdés too |l ate and millions of working familie

Ashley Perez

Santa Cruz

http://www.resscitizen.com/story/opinion/readers/2015/10/22/considakingtax-credits
permanent/74403822/

lowa City Press Citizen (IA): Consider making tax credits
permanent

October 23, 2015
Priorities in tax policy need to support the working poor.
The Earnedricome Tax Credit and the Child Tax Credit are set to expire in 2017.

These two benefits are what are pulling the working poor out of poverty. In 2014, the EITC and
CTC moved 9.8 million people above the poverty line, according to recent census numbers.

TheEITC rewards individuals and families for working. This credit is also one of the most
effective tools at reducing poverty.

Low-income workers put $1.50 to $2 back into the economy for every credit earned. In 2012, the
EITC put $452 million back into thewa economy.

So please, Rep. Lobesk, Senators Ernst and Grassley, consider making these credits permanent.

Laura Lage
North Liberty

http://www.deseretnews.confiele/865639788/Familiem-poverty.html?pg=all

Deseret News (UT): Families in poverty
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October 24, 2015

I would |Ii ke to echo Michael Brownds recent

making permanent the three Earned Income Tax Credit (EIA€CTaild Tax Credit (CTC)
provisions.

The three provisions, set to expire in 2017, were created to help those deepest in poverty by
offsetting payroll taxes, with credit amount based on earned income, marital status and family
size. The provisions were piatplace in 2009 after the recession to reach those working families
with the most need and the lowest income.

In 2009, 6.6 million people were lifted out of poverty. In Utah alone we had 288,000 children in
2015 benefiting from the 2009 EITC and CTC imygments. If we fail to make these expanded
provisions permanent, we will see more Utah families, including thousands of children, fall
deeper into poverty.

As someone who works to reduce the effects of poverty on children and families in Utah every
day, n good conscience | must support the largest poverty reduction program in the U.S.
Members of Congress should know that we support bringing families out of poverty by making
permanent the EITC and CTC provisions.

Meredith Muller
SaltLake City

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/opinion/letters/article/FridistyersKevin-Bradyfallen-
pastors6599512.php

Houston Chronicle (TX): Firm up safety net
October 30, 2015

Regarding "Congressman eyes Ways and Means chair" (Page B1, Tuesdayjewihile
Bradyworks to drive through tax reform legislation, lamcome working American families
cannot be disregarded. If Brady becoresise Ways and Means Commitehairman, his
admirable ability to get along withemocratsand craft bipartisan legislation must be carried
over to his new role.

New House Ways and Means leadership must bring strength, unity and improved tax policy.
Failing to consider all American families will only further dageaour current safety net
programs.

Cacie Waters, Magnolia
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http://thehill.com/blogs/congregsog/economybudget/25901-tongessmustactnowto-save
pro-work-tax-provisions

The Hill (DC): Congress must act now to save pravork tax
provisions

November 04, 2015
By Maxine Thomas

Spending time with family and friends, laughing around the table, and volunteering to serve the
peopge who are hungry at my churéh all of these moments bring me a sense of joy. Just as |
excitedly await the holiday season, there is another time of year that | look forward to: tax time.
Tax season has become like another celebration for my family leechtiee Earned Income

Tax Credit (EITC) and Child Tax Credit (CTC).

| work full time, but I still find myself in the rut of not being able to afford the costs of everyday
life. As the saying goes, | have to rob Peter to pay Paul. It is my reality. Hodedale which

bill to prioritize when they are all important? A roof over our heads, electricity, heat, and water
0 these are all essential.

Throughout the year, | 6ve | earned to make pay
being disconnectedvk learned how to stretch a dollar bill by counting out 100 pennies so that |
never forget the i mportance of every single ¢

with the crucial support we need to get by. Every penny counts.

The EITC and CTdifted 9.8 million hardworking Americans out of poverty in 2014 alone.

These tax credits help so many people make ends meet, but important improvements are due to
expire in 2017. If Congress does nothing, 50 million people will lose part or all ofdakeir t

credits. About 16 million people, including 8 million children, will fall into poverty or deeper

into poverty. If Congress does not act to make these provisions permanent, it will have an impact
on families like mine.

Every year at tax time, my husbaand | can catch up on paying bills and feel free from those

worries when we take our kids to the mall and
breathe a deep sigh of relief knowing that | can finally replace-aotrlothing and make sure

theyhave what they need. There is nothing quite
run and play in a new pair of shoes they were

feeling for all of us.

| spend my tax refund on making sure my kidsehthe things they need, and in turn, the local
businesses where I live in Indianapolis benefit. Studies show that my children will do better in
school and earn more when they are adults bec

| work so hard to gie my children the best | possibly cAneveryone does. If Congress can
offer tax breaks for corporations and the wealthy, they can also make sure that working moms
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Il i ke me dondét have to choose between turning
Congress should act quickly to exteddor better yet, make permanéntthese crucial

provisions to the EITC and CTC that help me and millions of other families stay above the

poverty line.

Thomas lives in Indianapolis where she is a volunteer with RESURA&Is a mother of five
and a member of the RESULTS fAExperts on Pover
with legislators about their firsthand experiences with poverty.

http://www.idahopress.com/members/deforgetneedykids-thiswinter/article 15dc0d56
d9f1-564b-a707%50e120f4fd33.html

Idaho Press (ID): Don't forget needy kids this winter
Nov 5, 2015

To wham it may concern: With the holiday season upon us once again, we are reminded of the
children all across the Treasure Valley and throughout Idaho who go without, not only during
this season of caring and giving, but also throughout the year.

These kids rgl on programs many see as handouts just to survive, and their families rely on
certain tax refunds in order to give their little ones any holiday at all.

Don't let the children of Idaho go without Christmas this year. Contact our representatives and
senatos and demand they make permanent these provisions (the earned income tax credit, child
tax credit and protections for SNAP) that make the simple things happen for hundreds of
thousands of children across Idaho, ensure our elected officials protect tHeagisamongst

us.

o Annamarie Morehead, Melba

Las Cruces SunNews (NM): Earned Income Tax Credit Helps Low
Wage Workers

November 6, 2015
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Chambersburg Public Opinion (PA): Wage stagnation hurts
families here; government can help (Oged)



