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Policymakers should invest in young children, where the
return on investment is atronger than in low-skill adults.
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REQUEST: Invest in Early Childhood Development Programs
Please speak directly to House Labor-HHS Appropriations Subcommittee Chairman Jack Kingston (R-GA) and Ranking Member Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) or Senate Labor-HHS Appropriations Subcommittee Chairman Tom Harkin (D-IA) and Jerry Moran (R-KS), urging them to make early childhood programs a priority in the FY 2015 budget. Specifically ask them to:
· An increase of $1.07 billion for Head Start and Early Head Start including funding for Early Head Start/Child Care partnerships and quality improvements in Head Start.   This would allow  an additional 100,000 infants and toddlers to participate in partnerships between Early Head Start and child care providers. 

· An increase of $807 million for the Child Care and Development Block Grant to protect access to child care assistance for 1.4 million children and to improve the quality of child care.

· An increase of $500 million for Preschool Development Grants to enable more states to expand access to high-quality prekindergarten programs to the children who need it most.
Early Learning Programs Help Build the Foundation for Success 

Early childhood development programs ensure a smarter, healthier, and more productive America. Head Start and Early Head Start, which provide support for the whole family, enable parents and children to succeed and break the cycle of poverty. Society also benefits through reduced need for special education and remediation, better health outcomes, lower criminal justice costs, and increased self-sufficiency and productivity among families. Long-term early childhood strategy must also include access to affordable and reliable quality child care. Sadly, many low-income parents have difficulty finding child care that is affordable, flexible enough to accommodate their work schedules, and meets their child’s developmental needs. The Child Care Development Block Grant (CCDBG) helps these parents afford quality child care.
What’s at Stake

Currently, only one in six eligible children receives child care assistance, only about 3 percent of eligible infants and toddlers participate in Early Head Start, and less than half of eligible children participate in Head Start. Nobel Prize-winning economist Professor James Heckman (University of Chicago) has studied the science of human potential and has concluded that investing in early learning for disadvantaged children is a strong long-term investment (see chart at right). Furthermore, military leaders are calling the need for more investments in early learning national security imperative. 
In January, Congress passed a bipartisan $1.1 trillion budget proposal to fund the federal government for FY 2014. And the news is very good for Head Start, Early Head Start, and child care assistance. Head Start will actually see a $1.025 billion increase ($500 million for Early Head Start); this is a 13.5 percent increase for a FY 2014 total allocation of $8.6 billion. Essentially, this undoes sequestration for Head Start/Early Head Start. In addition, the Child Care Development Block Grant will see a $154 million increase for a total allocation of $2.3 billion. These increases will go a long way at undoing the cuts programs experienced in 2013 as a result of sequestration.

Head Start is one of the original, pioneer programs as part of the War on Poverty. This year marks the 50th Anniversary of the beginning of the War on Poverty. This reinvestment in Head Start and other early learning programs will help tens of thousands of low-income children and families continue to take advantage of these important services, and continue to build on Head Start’s five decades of success.
We strongly urge you to protect and expand these critical investments in early childhood services. Please support the increased funding levels for Head Start, Early Head Start, and CCDBG, as well as the new investment in expanding state pre-school options. 
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