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REQUEST: Protect Key Nutrition Programs, especially SNAP (formerly Food Stamps)
Please speak directly to congressional leadership, along with House Agriculture Committee Chairman Frank Lucas and Ranking Member Collin Peterson/Senate Agriculture Committee Chairman Debbie Stabenow and Ranking Member Thad Cochran, urging them to:

1. Support low-income families by opposing any cuts to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, formerly Food Stamps) and other nutrition programs in deficit reduction and/or the final Farm Bill. 
2. In addition, please support a bipartisan, balanced approach to deficit reduction that created jobs, includes revenues, and protects critical investments in fighting hunger. 

SNAP is a Lifeline for Millions of Americans
For four decades, the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, formerly Food Stamps) has served as our nation's first line of defense against hunger. SNAP has enjoyed strong bipartisan support and has been a fundamental bulwark in the fight against poverty in America. According to the Census Bureau, SNAP kept 4.7 million Americans, including 2.1 million children, out of poverty in 2011. The evidence is overwhelming that SNAP not only reduces poverty, but it has a significant impact on health and educational outcomes, and contributes to the long-term economic prosperity of our country. 
SNAP Remains Under Attack in Budget Talks
In 2012, both the House and Senate proposed significant cuts to SNAP as part of their respective Farm Bill proposals, which fortunately did not move forward. In February 2013, Sen. Pat Roberts (R-KS) has introduced S. 458, which would cut SNAP by $36 billion over the next ten years. In March, the House passed its FY 2014 budget (also known as the “Ryan budget”). The House budget cuts $135 billion from SNAP over the next ten years. The Center on Budget and Policy Priorities estimates that these cuts could force 12-13 million people off SNAP or cut each person’s monthly benefit by an average of more than $50. 

SNAP benefits are already scheduled to decline in November 2013, as the boost in benefits from 2009’s Recovery Act disappears. For families of three receiving SNAP, that amounts to a loss of $25 to $30 a month. This decrease is painful enough for families; the House and Senate efforts to cut the program beyond this would decimate SNAP and dramatically increase hunger in America. 

SNAP Works 

SNAP is doing the job it was designed to do. In bad economic times, SNAP enrollment temporarily increases to compensate for unemployment and families’ loss of income. When the economy improves, participation declines. In fact, the Congressional Budget Office estimates that SNAP spending as a share of the gross domestic product is expected to return to pre-recession levels by 2023. SNAP is also one of the most efficiently run programs in the U.S., with a 96 percent accuracy rate. In contrast, because of USDA efforts to crack down on SNAP “trafficking”, the fraud rate has dropped to one percent.
If SNAP is weakened, many millions of seniors, people with disabilities, children, struggling parents, working and unemployed and others will suffer. We strongly urge lawmakers to protect nutrition assistance programs that are literally helping families put food on the table. There is a long-standing bipartisan tradition of protecting these programs in deficit reduction proposals. Any budget agreement, at its core, must not only ensure that hunger and poverty do not increase, but also strive to eradicate them. We urge you to support a bipartisan, balanced approach to deficit reduction that creates jobs, includes revenues, and protects critical investments in fighting hunger. Please oppose cuts to SNAP and other anti-hunger programs, and pass a Farm Bill that supports families and reduces hunger in America. 
