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Policymakers should invest in young children, where the
return on investment is atronger than in low-skill adults.
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REQUEST: Invest in Early Childhood Development Programs
Please speak directly to House Labor-HHS Appropriations Subcommittee Chairman Jack Kingston (R-GA) and Ranking Member Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) or Senate leadership and colleagues, urging them to make early childhood programs a priority in the FY 2014 budget. Specifically ask them to:
· Support an investment of $9.621 billion in Head Start and Early Head Start in FY 2014, which includes a $1.43 billion expansion of Early Head Start and a $171 million increase for Head Start 
· Support an investment of $2.5 billion for the Child Care Development Block Grant (CCDBG) in the FY 2014, a $176 million increase 
· Support a $750 million investment in state pre-school development grants
Early Learning Programs Help Build the Foundation for Success 

Early childhood development programs ensure a smarter, healthier, and more productive America. Head Start and Early Head Start, which provide support for the whole family, enable parents and children to succeed and break the cycle of poverty. Society also benefits through reduced need for special education and remediation, better health outcomes, lower criminal justice costs, and increased self-sufficiency and productivity among families. Long-term early childhood strategy must also include access to affordable and reliable quality child care. Sadly, many low-income parents have difficulty finding child care that is affordable, flexible enough to accommodate their work schedules, and meets their child’s developmental needs. The Child Care Development Block Grant (CCDBG) helps these parents afford quality child care.
What’s at Stake

Currently, only one in six eligible children receives child care assistance, only about 3 percent of eligible infants and toddlers participate in Early Head Start, and less than half of eligible children participate in Head Start. Nobel Prize-winning economist Professor James Heckman (University of Chicago) has studied the science of human potential and has concluded that investing in early learning for disadvantaged children is a strong long-term investment (see chart at right). Furthermore, military leaders are calling the need for more investments in early learning national security imperative. 

In addition, sequestration cuts are forcing Head Start and child care programs to reduce class sizes, layoff teachers, and close. If sequestra-

tion continues, 70,000 children will lose access to Head Start and 30,000 will lose access to child care this year. 
FY 2014 Early Learning Funding Proposals
Recognizing the importance of early learning to our nation’s long-term livelihood, President Obama included a strong Early Learning Proposal as part of his FY 2014 budget. His proposal would give all low- and moderate-income children access to quality pre-school services. Following his lead, the Senate Appropriations Committee recently approved $9.621 billion allocation for Head Start and Early Head Start for FY 2014. This includes a $1.43 billion increase for Early Head Start and EHS-Child Care Partnerships, as well as a $171 million increase for Head Start ($146 million for cost-of-living and $25 million for recompetition. The bill also allocates $2.5 billion for CCDBG; this is a $176 million increase for new quality improvement grants ($111 million) and increased access ($66 million). Finally the bill approved $750 million for preschool development grants to help expand pre-school services. House Appropriators have not yet set their Head Start and child care levels, but their FY 2014 budget calls for an 18 percent cut to Labor-HHS programs. 
We strongly urge you to protect and expand these critical investments in early childhood services. Please support the Senate’s FY 2014 funding levels for Head Start, Early Head Start, and CCDBG, as well as the new investment in expanding state pre-school options. 
For more information, please contact Jos Linn at RESULTS – jlinn@results.org / (515) 288-3622
