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Malnutrition, in all its forms, includes undernutrition 
(wasting, stunting, underweight), inadequate vitamins or 
minerals (micronutrients), and overweight, obesity, and 
resulting diet-related noncommunicable diseases. 

- World Health Organization

What is malnutrition?





A Truly Global Issue:

Nearly 3 million children die every year due to malnutrition

144 million children under age 5 globally have stunted 

growth (chronically undernourished)

More than one billion women and girls do not have access 

to the adequate nutrition and healthy diets they need 

to survive and thrive.

Nearly 1 in 6 children under 6

are food insecure

Close to 1 in 8 children ages 2-5 has obesity

Pre-pregnancy obesity is 29% (nearly 1/3) and more 
than half (56%) of mothers giving birth are overweight 
or obese



Spotlight 
Interventions:
The Power 4



An Affordable 
Package to Meet 
Four Global 
Nutrition Targets 
by 2025

Latest COVID-19 models call for an additional $1.2b in addition to the 
above to mitigate COVID-19's impact on nutrition and financing



COVID19 + Malnutrition Video

 Recent estimates show that by 
2022, an additional 12 million 
children will be severely 
malnourished, making them up to 
11x more likely to die than their well-
nourished peers.

 Those who do survive a severe bout 
of malnutrition in early childhood are 
much more likely to suffer from 
lifelong illness and impaired 
cognitive development.

 Heads of four key United Nations 
agencies recently identified a US 
$2.4 billion ‘Essential Package’ of 
four life-saving nutrition 
interventions that can be deployed 
today to make an immediate impact 
on the number of child deaths and 
disabilities this pandemic causes.

Severe Malnutrition: A Devastating Side 
Effect of the COVID-19 Pandemic

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ZzbgX5Okgo&t=2s


• Historical and growing bipartisan support from Congress
• Currently there is a FY22 House Global Nutrition Dear Colleague 

Letter led by Reps. McGovern (D-MA) and Fitzpatrick (R-PA) 
asking appropriators for $300 million for USAID Nutrition 
programs in Global Health. The FY2021 enacted level is $150 
million.

• Key programs at USG Programs:
•Advancing Nutrition: USAID’s flagship multi-sectoral nutrition 
project working to strengthen the enabling environment for and 
support country-led scale-up of effective, integrated and sustainable 
multi-sectoral nutrition programs, interventions and food and health 
systems.
•Feed the Future: the U.S. Government’s global hunger and food 
security initiative working to give families and communities in some 
of the world’s poorest countries the freedom and opportunity to lift 
themselves out of food insecurity and malnutrition.

U.S. Government
Leadership

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/results.org/wp-content/uploads/FY22-House-Nutrition-Dear-Colleague.pdf__;!!ELf_LxN3sEQ!JC1k90lO3uBO4YLbAEuBZMJYdnkXpOkSUPFqC32OmyTMN5NNkbz0LU3qG2R8YYsn$
https://www.advancingnutrition.org/
https://www.feedthefuture.gov/


Scaling Up Nutrition:

Countries are leading the 
charge

63 countries and the Indian States of 
Jharkhand, Maharashtra, Madhya 
Pradesh, and Uttar Pradesh have 
committed to Scaling Up Nutrition and 
are working collectively, as a Movement.



For more resources visit: 
www.ThousandDays.org

Follow @1000Days

http://www.ThousandDays.org

