
Around the world, 61 million children still lack access to 
a quality basic education. And many more children who are in 

school are failing to acquire even basic reading, writing, and 
numeracy skills. Education is a fundamental human right and is key 
to development. A child born to an educated mother is more than 
twice as likely to survive to the age of five, and if all students in low-
income countries were to leave primary school with basic reading 
skills, 171 million people would be lifted out of poverty.  

Recognizing the challenges ahead, the global community is taking 
steps to ensure that all children have access to a quality basic 
education. The UN Secretary-General is launching the Education 
First initiative, and the multilateral Global Partnership for Education 
is working with national governments to improve educational 
opportunities for the most vulnerable children worldwide. 
Meanwhile, the United States Agency for International Development 
is moving ahead with its 2011-2015 Education Strategy. All of these 
efforts aim to achieve complementary goals, but they will only be 
realized if the United States steps up and leads the international 
community in support of these global initiatives while at the same 
time implements strong, effective bilateral programs.

RESULTS urges the U.S. to make the following commitments to 
advance global basic education for all: 

Build on 2012’s contribution by increasing support to the 
Global Partnership for Education (GPE). On September 13, 
2012, 70 members of Congress sent a letter to Secretary of 
State Clinton requesting the U.S. contribute $125 million to 
the GPE in 2013. 

Ensure effective bilateral basic education programming that 
is country owned, effectively evaluated, and supported with 
robust funding. 
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Education First: UN Secretary-
General’s Education Initiative 

Recognizing the challenges that the global 
community continues to face as it works to 
achieve universal access to quality basic 
education for all children, United Nations 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon is seeking 
to build and capitalize on global 
momentum toward achieving education 
for all.  

Launched on September 26th, 2012, the 
Secretary-General’s education initiative, 
known as Education First, has defined 
three priorities for the international 
community to achieve: 

Put Every Child in School: This will be 
achieved by providing basic education for 
free to every child, upholding education as 
a human right even in humanitarian 
emergencies and conflict affected areas, 
and advancing gender equality. 

Improve the Quality of Education: This will 
be addressed through filling the teacher 
gap, enhancing youth learning and skills 
development, and innovating and 
harnessing information and 
communication technology. 

Foster Global Citizenship: This priority will 
focus on fostering transformative 
education, lifestyles, production, and 
consumption patterns and empowering 
learners to provide relevant response and 
solutions to contemporary and emerging 
challenges. 

Using its convening power, the UN will 
achieve the Education First priorities by: 

1. Rallying together a broad spectrum of 
actors for the final push to 2015 and 
ensure we deliver on the promise of 
universal access to primary education. 

2. Spurring a global movement to 
achieve quality, relevant, and 
transformative education right at the 
heart of the social, political, and 
development agendas. 

3. Generating additional and sufficient 
funding through sustained global 
advocacy efforts. 

 

 STEPPING IT UP  
U.S. SUPPORT FOR GLOBAL EDUCATION 



As the world’s largest bilateral funder of basic 
education, the United States has a critical 
leadership position to play within these global 
movements.  

While it pledged $20 million to the GPE in 2012, the 
U.S. has not yet made any commitment of support 
for 2013. With the budget for basic education likely 
holding steady at $800 million in 2013, the U.S. 
should demonstrate strong support for the GPE by 
contributing a larger percentage of these resources 
to the GPE. 

The U.S. also needs to look ahead to 2014. With 
education funding steady for several years but so 
much left to accomplish, the U.S. must improve the 
effectiveness of its bilateral programs as well as 
increase its overall support for basic education and 
include a specific commitment to the GPE. 

RESULTS urges the U.S. to make the following 
commitments to advance global basic 
education for all: 

Build on 2012’s contribution by increasing 
support to the Global Partnership for 
Education (GPE). On September 13, 2012, 
70 members of Congress sent a letter to 
Secretary of State Clinton requesting the 
U.S. contribute $125 million to the GPE 
in 2013. 

Ensure effective bilateral basic education 
programming that is country owned, 
effectively evaluated, and supported with 
robust funding. 
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USAID Education Strategy 

Launched in February 2011, the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID) is in the second year of implementing its 
Education Strategy. The strategy seeks to focus the U.S. government’s 
bilateral education programming in order to achieve three specific 
outcomes: 

1. Improved reading skills for 100 million children in primary 
grades by 2015. 

2. Improved ability of tertiary and workforce development 
programs to produce a workforce with relevant skills to support 
country development goals by 2015. 

3. Increased equitable access to education in crisis and conflict 
environments for 15 million learners by 2015. 

As the U.S. implements this strategy, it must also work to follow 
principles of aid effectiveness, particularly ensuring its bilateral 
programs are country owned and rigorously evaluated. 

Global Partnership for Education 

The Global Partnership for Education (GPE) is the only multilateral 
initiative dedicated to ensuring that all children have access to a 
quality education. Housed at the World Bank, the GPE works directly 
with developing country governments and their partners to develop 
and fund national education plans.  

In September 2012, the partnership launched its 2012-2015 strategic 
plan, which focuses on four broad goals: access for all, learning for all, 
reaching every child, and rebuilding the future. In order to achieve 
these goals, the GPE’s strategic plan includes five specific objectives 
for this four year period: 

1. Develop and implement education plans developed in  
fragile and conflict affected states. 

2. Ensure all girls complete primary and attend secondary school. 

3. Increase learning and mastery of basic literacy and numeracy skills 
in early grades. 

4. Improve teacher effectiveness. 

5. Expand the volume, effectiveness, efficiency, and equitable 
allocation of domestic and external funding to education. 

The United States and GPE 

Despite holding a seat on the Board of Directors, the United States 
had never contributed to the Global Partnership for Education — 
until the GPE’s November 2011 replenishment conference. There, the 
United States made its first-ever pledge of $20 million to the GPE. 

This was a significant first step for the United States. However, the 
$20 million represents only 2.5 percent of the U.S.’s basic education 
development program in 2012, which totaled $800 million. The 
United States should demonstrate its commitment to global basic 
education and the GPE’s innovative model of partnership by pledging 
$375 million over three years to the Global Partnership for Education. 
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