
Welcome to the RESULTS Educational Fund 

March 2013 U.S. Poverty National Conference Call 

Budget Showdown: Keeping SNAP and 
Other Anti-Poverty Programs Off the 

Chopping Block  

Saturday, March 9, 12:30 pm ET 

   (888) 409-6709 



 
 

 

Welcome from RESULTS Executive Director 
Joanne Carter 
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• Jo joined National Priorities Project staff in 2008 
bringing with her two decades of work as a 
community organizer, and a strong background 
in strategic planning and nonprofit 
administration.  

• Jo was Director of Programs at The Food Bank of 
Western Massachusetts and worked at the 
American Friends Service Committee. 

• Jo holds an MSW from Hunter College School of 
Social Work and is an Adjunct Assistant Professor 
at the Smith College School of Social Work.  

• Fabulous ally!  

 

Guest Speaker: Jo Comerford, 
National Priorities Project 
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Budget 
Breakdown 
From: 
http://nationalpriorit
ies.org/en/budget-
basics/federal-
budget-
101/spending/  

Budget Showdown: Protecting SNAP 

http://nationalpriorities.org/en/budget-basics/federal-budget-101/spending/
http://nationalpriorities.org/en/budget-basics/federal-budget-101/spending/
http://nationalpriorities.org/en/budget-basics/federal-budget-101/spending/
http://nationalpriorities.org/en/budget-basics/federal-budget-101/spending/
http://nationalpriorities.org/en/budget-basics/federal-budget-101/spending/
http://nationalpriorities.org/en/budget-basics/federal-budget-101/spending/
http://nationalpriorities.org/en/budget-basics/federal-budget-101/spending/
http://nationalpriorities.org/en/budget-basics/federal-budget-101/spending/


5 

Legislative Update: Sequestration  
Automatic 5 percent cuts that started March 1 – will impact all 
discretionary programs such as Head Start, child care, housing, 
education, and foreign aid. 

– 600,000 young children and moms could lose WIC  

– 70,000 children forced out of Head Start classrooms  

– 60,000 low-income tax filers could lose out with cuts to 
VITA free tax preparation sites 

– CHN state fact sheets: 
http://www.chn.org/background/save-state-fact-sheets/.  

The good news: Earned Income Tax Credit, Child Tax Credit, 
SNAP, and Medicaid all protected. 
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Lots of Threats Ahead for SNAP, etc. 
• House and Senate Budget 

Committees working on 2014 
Budget Resolutions 

• Ryan Budget will be introduced 
March 12, last year cut $134 
billion/ten years from SNAP 

• Senate will vote on amendments in 
next two weeks 

• Debt ceiling extension expires in 
May, probably pushed back to July. 

• Farm Bill: will likely be considered 
later on this year, could include 
more cuts to SNAP  
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March Action: Tell Congress to Protect SNAP 

• See the March Action for talking points for your 
letters and lobby meetings 
http://www.results.org/take_action/march_2013_u.s
._poverty_action/  

• Quick action you can share with others, urging them 
to send (personalized) emails:  
http://www.capwiz.com/results/issues/alert/?alertid
=13098396.  
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Don’t Forget:  
Set Up Face-to-Face Meetings with your Representatives 
and Senators 

• Already 15 face-to-face lobby meetings this year – 
congratulations!  

• In addition, at least 14 media pieces printed. 

• Two week House and Senate recess starts March 22 

• Use the January Action for tips to help with scheduling your 
meeting: http://tinyurl.com/RESULTSJan2013Action 

• Keep following up until you get something on the calendar 

• Online Request Form: 
http://capwiz.com/results/issues/alert/?alertid=7268106  
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March Laser Talk 

ENGAGE your audience 
Nearly 1 in 4 children in the U.S. (22.4 percent, 
16.6 million children) are at risk of going to bed 
hungry tonight.  

State the PROBLEM 
Studies show that children who are regularly 
hungry suffer from weakened immune systems, 
slowed and abnormal growth, and anemia.  
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March Laser Talk 

ILLUSTRATE the problem and INFORM them on 
solutions  
The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(or SNAP, formerly the Food Stamp Program) is 
the first line of defense against hunger in 
America. The U.S. Census reports that SNAP lifted 
3.9 million people out of poverty in 2011. Yet 
some in Congress are pushing to drastically cut 
and restructure SNAP in the name of deficit 
reduction.  

Budget Showdown: Protecting SNAP 



11 

March Laser Talk 

CALL TO ACTION 
Will you talk to your party’s leaders and 
Agriculture Committee members, urging them to 
protect SNAP from budget cuts?  

More detailed request: Instead support a 
bipartisan, balanced approach to deficit 
reduction that includes revenues and protects 
critical investments in anti-poverty programs. 
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Grassroots Shares and Fundraising Update 
        

• RESULTS annual Friends & Family Fundraising 
Campaign is coming!  It will take place April 1 – 
30. Your support through your gifts and your 
fundraising efforts are critical in helping us do 
the work we do. 

• Our campaign goal is $35,000. We also have a goal of 75 percent of 
all RESULTS groups participating in fundraising this year (F&F or 
other events, no matter how big or small). 

• Volunteers will again be able to create their own websites to use for 
fundraising online. You can also do it the old-fashioned way using 
regular mail. 
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Fundraising Update  

• Friends & Family Toolkits will arrive soon which include 
instructions, RESULTS brochures, donor envelopes, Int’l Conference 
“Save-the-Date” postcards, and other resources. We’ll also have 
training calls and webinars to help you, which we’ll post on the 
RESULTS Events calendar. Look for the toolkit and additional 
resources on the RESULTS website. 

• And don’t forget about the contest! Both the individual with the 
top earnings and the individual with the largest number of donors 
will earn a free International Conference registration. 

• Let your group leaders know by March 18 if you plan to participate 
in the F&F Campaign. Please contact Cindy at clevin@results.org if 
you have questions or need more materials.  

• Thank you and good luck! 
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Roll Call 

• How many people are in 
the room?  

• How many contacts will 
your group make to 
Congress about protecting 
and strengthening SNAP?  
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RESULTS Announcements  
• Don’t forget to register for the 2013 RESULTS International Conference 

will take place July 20-23, 2013 in Washington, DC. The keynote speaker 
will be Nobel Prize winner Dr. Muhammad Yunus. Register before April 15 
to get the Early Bird Registration fee (only $165). Got to our RESULTS 
International Conference page to learn more and to register TODAY! 

• Please send in your group plans! We need details about which members of 
Congress your group works with and who your media point people are. 
Here is the group plan summary form you can fill out: 
http://www.results.org/uploads/files/2013_Group_Planning_Summary.doc 

• Don’t forget that the new film “A Place at the Table” about hunger in 
America premiered last weekend and will be shown in other cities around 
the country over the next several weeks. Go to www.magpictures.com to 
learn more about the film and to find where it is playing. 
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RESULTS Announcements  
• Media Skills Training Call, this Thursday, March 14 at 8:00 pm ET. This 

monthly call will give volunteers the chance to share best practices and get 
training on how media can play a key role in shaping public policy. (218) 
862-1300, passcode 682495. For questions or to RSVP, contact Ginnie Vogts 
at vmvogts@yahoo.com. 

• The RESULTS U.S. Poverty Free Agents call will be Tuesday, March 19 at 
9:00pm ET. If you have no active RESULTS U.S. Poverty group in your area, 
please join us. (218) 486-1611, passcode RESULTS# (7378587#). Contact me 
at jlinn@results.org for more information. 

• There will be a Friends and Family letter-writing training call on March 20 
at 9:00pm ET. (641) 715-3200, code 628221#. We’ll also have training 
calls/webinars on March 26, 28, and 30.  

• All these and other events can be found on the RESULTS Events Calendar 
on the RESULTS website. 
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Thank you for being on today’s call!   

If you have any questions or would like more information about RESULTS, 
please contact RESULTS staff persons Meredith Dodson 
(dodson@results.org) or Jos Linn (jlinn@results.org). 

Next RESULTS U.S. Poverty National Conference Call 
Saturday, April 13, at 12:30 pm ET 
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